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VERIFICATION 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

COUNTY OF --------

) 
) ss 
) 

Michelle McQueer, being first duly sworn, deposes and states that she is the Plaintiff in 
the above-captioned action; that she has read the foregoing Complaint; and that the 
factual allegations contained in it are true to her own knowledge, except as to those 
matters alleged on informati n and belief, and as to those matters, she believes them to 
be true. , 

~,2026. 

Notary Pub· :,,S~t~f Michigan 
County of fJJrMt,r.t(la.u.J ~ 
My commission expires: n1rl 1L~.11\ 

Acting in the County of_-W _____ 'i/7 __ //f,IVV 

Page 24 of 24 
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BRIDGEWATER TOWNSHIP 
Office of the Clerk 

10990 Clinton Road, Manchester, Michigan 48158 
(517) 456-7728 I BridgewaterT,vpClerk@yahoo.com 

JuJy 6, 2026 

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Hon. Jocelyn Benson, Secretary of State 
Mr. Jonathan Brater, Director of Elections 
Michigan Department of State 
Richard H. Austin Building 
430 W. Allegan Street 
Lansing, Michigan 48918 

Re: Request for Declaratory Ruling Under MCL 24.263 and Request for Stay Under Mich 
Admin Code, R 168.48(1 ); Electronic Pollbook Records for the August 4, 2026 Primary, 
Bridgewater Township, Washtenaw County 

Dear Secretary Benson and Director Brater: 

I am the elected Clerk of Bridgewater Township in Washtenaw County. Under MCL 24.263, I 
request a declaratory ruling on how Mich Admin Code, R 168.48 and MCL 168.811 apply to the 
actual state of facts set out below. Because the Department has not prescribed by rule a fom1 for 
such a request, I am submining it by this letter. 

These are my facts: 

1.1 conduct elections in Bridgewater Township, including the August 4, 2026 primaiy. Election 
inspectors under my supervision operate the electronic pollbook at the polls and complete the 
closiog procedme after the polls close. 

2. The August 4, 2026 primary ballot includes candidates for the office of United States Senator 
and Representative in Congress. 

3. The electronic pollbook records each voter my election inspectors process, including the ballot 
number and ballot style issued to each voter. 

4. At the close of the polls, reports are printed and placed in the paper poll book, which is 
delivered to the Washtenaw County Clerk. The only electronic file I save from the election day 
pollbook is the voter history file, which I upload into the Qualified Voter File. I am not aware of 
any other backup of the election day electronic poll book files. 

5. R 168.48( l) requires me to delete the electronic poll book software and its associated 
electronic files from all devices by the seventh day following the final canvass m1d certification 
of the election, unless an exception in tbe rule applies. No stay of the deletion has been issued for 
my township for this election. 
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6. Deleting those electronic files is permanent. Once they are deleted, they cannot be recovered. 

7. I understand that 52 USC 20701 requires me, as an officer of election, to retain and preserve 
all records relating to an election at which candidates for federal office were voted for, for 
twenty-n¥o months, that 52 USC 20702 makes the willful destruction of such records a federal 
crime, and that MCL 168. 81] requires the records of such an election to be preserved for twenty­
two months. 

On these facts, I request a ruling on the following questions: 

l. Does R 168.48(1) require me to delete the electronic pollbook software and its associated 
electronic files for the August 4, 2026 primary by the seventh day following the final canvass 
and certification of that election? 

2. May I instead retain those electronic files for the retention period described in MCL 168.81 l 
and 52 USC 20701 without violating R 168.48? 

3. If the rule requires deletion on these facts, how do I comply with both R 168.48 and the 
retention requirements of MCL 168.811 and 52 USC 20701? 

In addition, and whatever the answers to those questions, I request that the Secretary of State stay 
the deletion of the electronic pollbook software and associated files for the August 4, 2026 
primary in Bridgewater Township, as R 168.48(1) permits, until the Depa.iiment has answered 
these questions, and for the full 1etention period if the Department concludes that retention is 
required. 

The timing is sho1i. MCL 168.822(1) requires the boa.i·d of county canvassers to certify the 
primary within fourteen days after the election, and the rule's deletion deadline follows seven 
days after certification. J therefore respectfully ask for the Department's response by July 27, 
2026, so that I have the Depaitment's direction before the deadline arrives. 1f any further 
info1mation would assist the Department, please contact me. 

Thank you for your attention to this request. 

~~ -"4/4'f30aJ,, 
Michelle McQueer 
Clerk, Bridgewater Township 
10990 Clinton Road, Manchester, Michigan48158 
(517) 456- 7728 
BridgewaterTwpCierk@yahoo.com 
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43RD DISTRICT 

STATE CAPITOL 

P.O. BOX 30014 

MICHIGAN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

LANSING, Ml 48909-7514 

October 22, 2025 

Attn: Secretary Benson 
Michigan Department of State 
Richard H. Austin Building - 4th Floor 
430 W. Allegan St. 
Lansing, Ml 48918 

Dear Secretary Benson, 

RACHELLE SMIT 
SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

PHONE: 1517) 373-0615 

FAX: (517) 373-7512 

RachelleSmit@house.mi.gov 

We write to request a declaratory ruling under MCL 24.263 regarding the proposed ruleset which includes R 168.48 
titled "Data retention." As discussed below, this rule raises important questions about compliance with federal law 
and the Department of State's guidance is important. 

Statement of Facts 

1. The undersigned are local clerks serving in various locations across Michigan. They are responsible 

for conducting elections within their respective jurisdictions, are subject to the proposed rules, and 

are therefore interested persons for purposes of MCL 24.263. 

2. The undersigned are officers of election under 20 USC§ 20701, which requires officers of election to 

"retain and preserve, for a period of twenty-two months ... all records and papers which come into 

[their] possession relating to any ... act requisite to voting." That requirement is only alleviated if 

"such records and papers" are surrendered to another office of election "when required by law." 

3. Proposed rule R 168.48 directs that, in most circumstances, all "electronic pollbook software and 

associated files must be deleted from all devises by the seventh day following the final cavass and 

certification of the election." 

Discussion 

As local clerks who are responsible for conducting elections in compliance with both state and federal laws, we are 
concerned about the apparent conflict between the federal statute which requires the maintenance of records for 
twenty-two months and the proposed rule, which directs the deletion of the same records just seven days after the 

certification of the election. 

,Z:,,..R4:lcycled 
~Paper 
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Secretary Benson 
Michigan Department of State 
October 22, 2025 
Page 2 of 2 

Question 

How can a local clerk comply with both proposed rule R 168.48's requirement that EPB's be deleted shortly after 

certification of a given election and 20 USC §20701's requirement that election records be retained for twenty-two 

months? 

With Liberty, 

~ro Tempo,e Rachelle s~;t 
Michigan's 43rd House District 
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Oakland County December, 2025 SOS­
BOE Statewide QVF Voters Who Voted 
With NO Nov. 2025 ELECTION in their 

Jurisdiction 

OAKLAND FERNDALE CITY 4785 4779 
OAKLAND COMMERCE TOWNSHIP 5 
OAKLAND OAK PARK CITY 4118 4113 
OAKLAND WATERFORD TOWNSHIP 186 181 
OAKLAND FARMINGTON CITY 1846 1842 
OAKLAND OAKLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP 567 563 
OAKLAND SOUTHFIELD TOWNSHIP 4 
OAKLAND FENTON CITY 3 
OAKLAND HUNTINGTON WOODS CITY 1504 1501 
OAKLAND ROYAL OAK CITY 16062 16059 
OAKLAND ADDISON TOWNSHIP 1467 1466 
OAKLAND HIGHLAND TOWNSHIP 1 
OAKLAND MADISON HEIGHTS CITY 5472 5471 
OAKLAND PLEASANT RIDGE CITY 584 583 
OAKLAND SYLVAN LAKE CITY 325 324 
OAKLAND 1 
OAKLAND INDEPENDENCE TOWNSHIP 302 302 

-5 
-5 
-5 
-4 
-4 
-4 
-3 
-3 
-3 
-1 
-1 
-1 
-1 
-1 
-1 
0 



RETRIEVED FROM DEMOCRACYDOCKET.COM

R
E

C
E

IV
E

D
 b

y
 M

C
O

C
 8

/1
2
/2

0
2
6
 4

:0
5
:4

8
 P

M

Macomb County - 11/4/2025 Election 
Precincts do not Balance per SOS-BOE Data 

MACOMB GROSSE POINTE SHORES CITY 22 -22 

MACOMB CLINTON TOWNSHIP 15 ~ 
MACOMB SHELBY CHARTER TOWNSHIP 156 142 -14 

MACOMB CHESTERFIELD TOWNSHIP 7 -7 

MACOMB HARRISON TOWNSHIP 4 -4 

MACOMB MACOMB TOWNSHIP 4 -4 

MACOMB CENTER LINE CITY 3 -3 

MACOMB RICHMOND CITY 1,135 __j 
MACOMB RICHMOND TOWNSHIP 824 -2 

MACOMB EASTPOINTE CITY 4,504 -1 

MACOMB ARMADA TOWNSHIP 74 0 

MACOMB LENOX TOWNSHIP 317 =_j] 
MACOMB RAY TOWNSHIP 339 339 0 

MACOMB FRASER CITY 2,373 2,374 

MACOMB BRUCE TOWNSHIP 1,774 1,776 2 

MACOMB NEW BALTIMORE CITY 2,914 2,917 3 

MACOMB WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 4,981 4,984 3 

MACOMB STERLING HEIGHTS CITY 18,811 18,816 5 

MACOMB MOUNT CLEMENS CITY 8 

MACOMB ROSEVILLE CITY 

MACOMB ST CLAIR SHORES CITY 

MACOMB WARREN CITY 19,571 
+ 

80,334 80,337 
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What is a Vote History Record? 
Query Query History 

i V SELECT* FROM public.vf_2025100l_vh 

2 LIMIT 188 
3 

Data Output Messages Notifications 

='+ Ii V Ll V i - ! ,IV 

1101er Jdenliflea county_ county.J1ame JurlsdlCI Jurlsdlct~name 
biglnt integer character vary Integer character varying 

6163875 82 WAYNE 80420 

2 8123103 25 GENESEE 12060 

3 102849310 9 BAY 6020 

4 32158002 33 INGHAM 47180 

5 8571003 9 BAY 4080 

6 5674064 58 MONROE 55020 

7 335001381 50 MACOMB 3540 

8 1234166 33 INGHAM 40640 

9 830001805 63 OAKLAND 80700 TROY CITY 

10 103213246 82 WAYNE 74960 SOUTHGATE Cl 

11 5698296 41 KENT 13080 CANNON TOWN 

12 31026439 63 OAKLA D 70040 ROYAL OAK CIT 

i school! school_ election..date 
integer charact, date 

TRL 2024-11-05 

BEN._ 2015-11-03 

BA¥_ 2012-11-06 

LES._ 2021-11-02 

BAL 2015-05-05 

50 MO ... 

AR. .. 

DAN ... 

ubsentee_llOter 
character varying i 
[null] 

CREATED CREATED 
Date? BY? 
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Oakland County December, 2025 SOS­
BOE Statewide QVF Voters Who Voted 
With NO Nov. 2025 ELECTION in their 

Jurisdiction 

county_name jurisdiction_name QVF_voters_ SOVC DELTA 
a who_voteal a 

OAKLAND • • 
OAKLAND FERNDALE CITY 4785 4779 -6 
OAKLAND COMMERCE TOWNSHIP 5 -5 
OAKLAND OAK PARK CITY 4118 4113 -5 
OAKLAND WATERFORD TOWNSHIP 186 181 -5 
OAKLAND FARMINGTON CITY 1846 1842 -4 
OAKLAND OAKLAND CHARTER TOWNSHIP 567 563 -4 
OAKLAND SOUTHFIELD TOWNSHIP 4 -4 
OAKLAND FENTON CITY 3 -3 
OAKLAND HUNTINGTON WOODS CITY 1504 1501 -3 
OAKLAND ROYAL OAK CITY 16062 16059 -3 
OAKLAND ADDISON TOWNSHIP 1467 1466 -1 
OAKLAND HIGHLAND TOWNSHIP 1 -1 
OAKLAND MADISON HEIGHTS CITY 5472 5471 -1 
OAKLAND PLEASANT RIDGE CITY 584 583 -1 
OAKLAND SYLVAN LAKE CITY 325 324 -1 
OAKLAND WHITE LAKE TOWNSHIP 1 -1 
OAKLAND INDEPENDENCE TOWNSHIP 302 302 oj 
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Macomb County - 11/4/2025 Election 
Precincts do not Balance per SOS-BOE Data 

MACOMB GROSSE POINTE SHORES CITY 22 -22 

MACOMB CLINTON TOWNSHIP 15 ~ 
MACOMB SHELBY CHARTER TOWNSHIP 156 142 -14 

MACOMB CHESTERFIELD TOWNSHIP 7 -7 

MACOMB HARRISON TOWNSHIP 4 -4 

MACOMB MACOMB TOWNSHIP 4 -4 

MACOMB CENTER LINE CITY 3 -3 

MACOMB RICHMOND CITY 1,135 __j 
MACOMB RICHMOND TOWNSHIP 824 -2 

MACOMB EASTPOINTE CITY 4,504 -1 

MACOMB ARMADA TOWNSHIP 74 0 

MACOMB LENOX TOWNSHIP 317 =_j] 
MACOMB RAY TOWNSHIP 339 339 0 

MACOMB FRASER CITY 2,373 2,374 

MACOMB BRUCE TOWNSHIP 1,774 1,776 2 

MACOMB NEW BALTIMORE CITY 2,914 2,917 3 

MACOMB WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 4,981 4,984 3 

MACOMB STERLING HEIGHTS CITY 18,811 18,816 5 

MACOMB MOUNT CLEMENS CITY 8 

MACOMB ROSEVILLE CITY 

MACOMB ST CLAIR SHORES CITY 

MACOMB WARREN CITY 19,571 
+ 

80,334 80,337 
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What is a Vote History Record? 
Query Query History 

i V SELECT* FROM public.vf_2025100l_vh 

2 LIMIT 188 
3 

Data Output Messages Notifications 

='+ Ii V Ll V i - ! ,IV 

1101er Jdenliflea county_ county.J1ame JurlsdlCI Jurlsdlct~name 
biglnt integer character vary Integer character varying 

6163875 82 WAYNE 80420 

2 8123103 25 GENESEE 12060 

3 102849310 9 BAY 6020 

4 32158002 33 INGHAM 47180 

5 8571003 9 BAY 4080 

6 5674064 58 MONROE 55020 

7 335001381 50 MACOMB 3540 

8 1234166 33 INGHAM 40640 

9 830001805 63 OAKLAND 80700 TROY CITY 

10 103213246 82 WAYNE 74960 SOUTHGATE Cl 

11 5698296 41 KENT 13080 CANNON TOWN 

12 31026439 63 OAKLA D 70040 ROYAL OAK CIT 

i school! school_ election..date 
integer charact, date 

TRL 2024-11-05 

BEN._ 2015-11-03 

BA¥_ 2012-11-06 

LES._ 2021-11-02 

BAL 2015-05-05 

50 MO ... 

AR. .. 

DAN ... 

ubsentee_llOter 
character varying i 
[null] 

CREATED CREATED 
Date? BY? 
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Request For Rulemaking

Click on the link(s) below to download

Request for Rulemaking PDF HTML

Draft Rule Language Word

Regulatory Impact Statement PDF HTML

Notice of Public Hearing PDF HTML

Rule set #:

2025-14 ST

Department:
State

Bureau:
Elections & Campaign Finance

Title of rule set:
Use of Electronic Pollbook

Rule number(s) or rule set range of numbers:
168.41 – R 168.51

Filing date:
10/23/2025

Effective date:
10/23/2025

Request for Rulemaking Approved on: 3/6/2025 8:07:21 AM

Draft Rule Language Approved on: 5/27/2025 11:09:48 AM

Regulatory Impact Statement Received on: 4/28/2025 6:05:11 PM
Regulatory Impact Statement Approved on: 5/14/2025 2:56:33 PM

Notice of Public Hearing Approved on: 5/27/2025 11:09:48 AM

ARS - Administrative Rulemaking
System
Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs

Home MI  Admin  Code
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Final Strike Bold Rule Language Word

Final Rule Language PDF HTML

Joint Committee on Administrative Rules Report PDF HTML

Joint Committee on Administrative Rules Package Comments PDF HTML

Joint Committee on Administrative Rules Package Transcript PDF HTML

Joint Committee on Administrative Rules Report Affidavit PDF HTML

Copyright 2026 State of Michigan Accessibility Policies

Final Rule Strike Bold Approved on:  10/23/2025 10:51:56 AM

Final Rule Language Approved on: 10/23/2025 10:51:56 AM

Joint Committee on Administrative Rules Report Approved on: 7/28/2025 9:22:39 AM

Joint Committee on Administrative Rules Package Comments Approved on: 7/28/2025 9:22:39 AM

Joint Committee on Administrative Rules Package Transcript Approved on: 7/28/2025 9:22:39 AM

Joint Committee on Administrative Rules Package Affidavit Approved on: 7/28/2025 9:22:39 AM
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DEPARTME�T OF STATE 
 

BUREAU OF ELECTIO�S 
 

USE OF ELECTRO�IC POLLBOOK 
 
(By authority conferred on the secretary of state by section 31 of the Michigan 

election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.31) 
 
 
R 168.41  Definitions. 
  Rule 1. (1) As used in these rules: 
   (a) “Act” means the Michigan election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.1 to 168.992. 
   (b) “Approved form of transmission” means an encrypted or password protected, or 

both, flash drive or other electronic media used to store election files and transfer files 
between the electronic pollbook and qualified voter file, or another form of secure storage 
and transmission if approved by the bureau of elections. 

   (c) “Department” means the department of state. 
   (d) “Electronic pollbook” means computer software that receives information from 

the qualified voter file and is used during elections to process voters and generate reports. 
Electronic pollbook includes, but is not limited to, the early voting electronic pollbook, 
the election day vote center electronic pollbook, and the election day electronic pollbook, 
or any combination of those electronic pollbooks. 

   (e) “Secretary of state’s duly authorized agent” includes bureau of elections staff, 
other necessary department staff, county, city, and township clerks or their designees, 
election inspectors, and relevant department of technology, management, and budget staff 
as determined by the director of elections. 

  (2) Unless otherwise defined in these rules, a term defined in the act has the same 
meaning when used in these rules. 

 
  History: 2025 MR 20, Eff. October 23, 2025. 
 
 
R 168.42  Access to electronic pollbook data and software. 
  Rule 2. (1) The voter data contained in the electronic pollbook are public records 

subject to the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246. Voter 
data that is exempt from disclosure under section 13 of the freedom of information act, 
1976 PA 442, MCL 15.243, must not be released. 

  (2) Records regarding electronic pollbook software programming are confidential 
and must not be released if disclosure of the records may compromise the confidentiality, 
integrity, or availability of cybersecurity of election information systems. 

  (3) The secretary of state’s duly authorized agents shall have access to the electronic 
pollbook software and complete the security verification required by the department to 
access the electronic pollbook software. 

 
  History: 2025 MR 20, Eff. October 23, 2025. 
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R 168.43  Download and backup. 
  Rule 3. (1) For the early voting period, if a jurisdiction conducts early voting, the 

clerk designated in the early voting agreement shall access the early voting electronic 
pollbook software as instructed by the department. 

  (2) For election day, the clerk conducting the election shall download the electronic 
pollbook software as instructed by the department. 

  (3) If the electronic pollbook software as described in section 668b(1) of the act, 
MCL 168.668b, has a secure live connection to the qualified voter file software at a 
polling place or early voting site, the electronic pollbook software with the secure live 
connection must be used to process voters and to generate election precinct reports, and 
the downloaded electronic pollbook software, or a paper copy of the downloaded 
electronic pollbook software, serves as a backup. 

 
  History: 2025 MR 20, Eff. October 23, 2025. 
 
 
R 168.44  Electronic pollbook during the early voting period. 
  Rule 4. (1) If an early voting site has internet access, the electronic pollbook 

software used during the early voting period must have a secure live connection to the 
qualified voter file software to allow real-time updates to voter history and ballot 
issuance. 

  (2) At the conclusion of each day of early voting, election inspectors at an early 
voting site shall print from the electronic pollbook a list of voters who voted that day at 
the early voting site and include the list in the physical pollbook. 

 
  History: 2025 MR 20, Eff. October 23, 2025. 
 
 
R 168.45  Electronic pollbook on election day. 
  Rule 5. If a polling place has internet access and the bureau of elections has 

established live connectivity functionality with the qualified voter file, the electronic 
pollbook software used on election day must have a secure live connection to the 
qualified voter file software to allow real-time updates to voter history and ballot 
issuance. 

 
  History: 2025 MR 20, Eff. October 23, 2025. 
 
 
R 168.46  Production of reports. 
  Rule 6. (1) If the polling place produces required reports after the close of polls on 

election day, election inspectors at the polling place shall print from the electronic 
pollbook the required reports and include the reports in the physical pollbook. 

  (2) If the receiving board produces reports after the close of polls on election day, 
election inspectors shall download the required reports to the approved form of 
transmission, seal it in a transfer case, and 2 election inspectors representing each of the 
major political parties shall deliver it to the receiving board. The receiving board shall 
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print from the approved form of transmission the required reports for the election day 
polling place, early voting site, or vote center and include the list in the physical 
pollbook. 

 
  History: 2025 MR 20, Eff. October 23, 2025. 
 
 
R 168.47  Upload of electronic pollbook files to the qualified voter file. 
  Rule 7. If the electronic pollbook is not connected via secure live connection to the 

qualified voter file while voting takes place, within 7 days after an election, the clerk 
responsible for administering the election shall upload the voting history and other 
required files from the electronic pollbook to the qualified voter file using the approved 
form of transmission. 

 
  History: 2025 MR 20, Eff. October 23, 2025. 
 
 
R 168.48  Data retention. 
  Rule 8. (1)  Subject to subrule (2) of this rule, the electronic pollbook software and 

associated files must be deleted from all devices by the seventh day following the final 
canvass and certification of the election, unless a petition for recount has been filed and 
the recount has not been completed, a post-election audit has been scheduled, or the 
deletion of the data has been stayed by an order of the court or the secretary of state. If a 
precinct is selected for an audit, the electronic pollbook software and associated files 
must be deleted from all devices by the seventh day following completion of the audit. 

  (2) The electronic pollbook software and associated files must not be deleted from 
devices until the bureau of elections or county clerk, as applicable, issues the release of 
security memorandum pertaining to that election. 

 
  History: 2025 MR 20, Eff. October 23, 2025.�
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Department of State

Elections & Campaign Finance
Administrative Rules for Use of Electronic Pollbook

Rule Set 2025-14 ST
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Tuesday, July 15, 2025 — 9:30 a.m.
Public Meeting Room A

Delta Charter Township Building, 7710 W. Saginaw Highway,
Lansing, MI 48917

The Department of State will hold a public hearing to receive public
comments on proposed changes to the Use of Electronic Pollbook rule set.

The proposed rules would provide that an electronic pollbook must have
a secure live connection to the Qualified Voter File while voting is taking
place, if the site has internet access. Further, the proposed rules would
provide that the electronic pollbook software download provided in MCL 
168.668b must still take place and serve as a backup to the live connection.

By authority conferred on the secretary of state by Section 31 of the
Michigan Election Law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.31.

The proposed rules will take effect immediately after filing with the secretary 
of state. The proposed rules are published on the State of Michigan’s website
at Michigan.gov/ARD and in the July 1, 2025, issue of the Michigan Register. 
Copies of these proposed rules may also be obtained by mail at the address
below or by electronic mail at the following email address: 
Elections-PublicComment@Michigan.gov.

Comments on these proposed rules may be made at the hearing, by mail, 
or by electronic mail at the following addresses until 5 p.m. on July 15, 2025.

Bureau of Elections
P.O. Box 20126, Lansing, MI 48901-0726

Elections-PublicComment@Michigan.gov

The public hearing will be conducted in compliance with the 1990 
Americans with Disabilities Act. If the hearing is held at a physical
location, the building will be accessible with handicap parking available. 
Anyone needing assistance to take part in the hearing due to disability 
may call 800-292-5973 to make arrangements.
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The Tribune is published 
Tuesday through Saturday. Our 
office, 700 Washington Ave., 
Suite 140, Grand Haven, is 
open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Monday through Friday. 
Our website, www.ghtrib.com, 

is open 24/7.

Classifieds: 616-842-0100 
or classifieds@
grandhaventribune.com

Subscriptions: 616-604-8675
or circulation@
grandhaventribune.com

News: 616-842-8790 or 
news@grandhaventribune.com

Sports: 616-604-8667 or 
tmccue@grandhaventribune.com

Obituaries: 

616-604-8676 or 
news@grandhaventribune.com

Opinion/Letters to Editor: 

616-604-8676 or 
news@grandhaventribune.com

Community Calendar: 

events@grandhaventribune.com

Editor – MATT DeYOUNG: 

616-604-8672 or 
mdeyoung@
grandhaventribune.com

Advertisements – 

AUDRA FITZPATRICK:  

616-604-8675 or 
afitzpatrick@
grandhaventribune.com

This publication and all its 
content herein is copyrighted. 

Periodical postage paid at 
Grand Haven, Mich., 

publication No. 225600. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to the Grand Haven 
Tribune, 700 Washington Ave. 
Suite 140, Grand Haven, MI 

49417. 

All subscriptions 
are non-refundable.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Sunday, June 15

Alcoholics Anonymous:
7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 
4 p.m. at Tri-Cities Alano Club, 
419 Fulton St., Grand Haven.

Feast of the Strawberry 
Moon: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Harbor 
Island.

AA Speaker Meeting: 7 p.m. 
at Tri-Cities Alano Club, 419 
Fulton St., Grand Haven. Open 
to the public.

Monday, June 16
Alcoholics Anonymous:

7:30 a.m., noon, 4 p.m. and 

6 p.m. at Tri-Cities Alano Club, 
419 Fulton St., Grand Haven.

Family Planning Clinic:
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Ottawa 
Department of Public Health, 
1207 S. Beechtree St., Suite B, 
Grand Haven. By appointment 
only.

SMART Recovery: 12:30 p.m. 
at The Momentum Center, 401 
N. Seventh St., Grand Haven.

Alzheimer’s and Dementia 
Caregiver Group: 1-2:30 p.m. 
at United Methodist Church of 
the Dunes, 717 Sheldon Road.

Chair Yoga: 5:30 p.m. at 

United Methodist Church of the 
Dunes, 717 Sheldon Road, 
Grand Haven. Fee is $1 per 
class.

Support Group for Loss of 
Loved One Due to Addiction:
6-7:30 p.m. at The Momentum 
Center, 401 N. Seventh St., 
Grand Haven.

Alcoholics Anonymous:
7 p.m. at First Presbyterian 
Church, 508 Franklin Ave., 
Grand Haven.

Al-Anon: 7 p.m. at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, 524 Wash-
ington Ave., Grand Haven.

No injuries 
when car 
strikes 
building 
in SL Twp.
By TRIBUNE STAFF

SPRING LAKE TWP. — 
Police say no one was in-
jured when a car slammed 
into a building in Spring 
Lake Township early Fri-
day morning.

According to the Ottawa 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce, 
a 34-year-old Muskegon 
woman driving a Subaru 
Crosstrek crashed into the 
building at Johnson Auto 
Sales, 14658 Apple Drive.

There were no injuries in 
the crash, which occurred 
shortly after midnight, al-
though the building did 
suffer some damage, po-
lice said.

The incident remains un-
der investigation.

POLICE

AG Nessel issues summer travel tips
CONTRIBUTED

LANSING — As the sum-
mer travel season ramps up 
across the state, Michigan 
Attorney General Dana Nes-
sel has reissued her travel 
tips alert to help consumers 
avoid common travel scams 
and stay informed about their 
rights while vacationing.

With many Michiganders 
planning trips during the 
warmer months, Nessel re-
leased a video urging travel-
ers to remain vigilant when 
booking and taking vaca-
tions.

“Summer is the perfect time 
to create lasting memories 
with your family, and that 
experience shouldn’t be dis-
rupted by fi nancial headaches 
or travel scams,” Nessel said. 
“A few precautions can go a 
long way in protecting your 
plans and your wallet.”

Nessel encourages travelers 
to:

Research agents and 
booking sites: Verify phone 
numbers and websites inde-
pendently rather than relying 
on web search results. Check 
reviews, seek personal rec-
ommendations and consult 
the Better Business Bureau 
as well as the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Consumer Protection 
Team for information.

Get promises in writing:
Before providing your pay-
ment information, request 
that all agreements be pro-
vided in writing, including 
any special requests or terms.

Read contracts care-
fully: Pay close attention 
to fi ne print, fees, and ser-
vice charges, especially for 
“all-inclusive” deals. Make 
copies of all documents to 
dispute any unexpected fees.

Pay with a credit card:
Avoid paying for travel with 
cash, checks, or prepaid 
cards. Use a credit card, if 
possible, preferably a desig-
nated travel credit card for 
booking fl ights, hotels, and 
other expenses. Credit cards 
offer better fraud and cancel-
lation protections than other 
payment methods.

Beware of fraudulent 
listings on vacation rental 
sites: Scammers can hijack 
legitimate listings or create 
fake properties on vacation 
home rental websites like 
Airbnb and Vrbo to lure trav-

elers into sending payments 
for rentals that don’t exist. 
Always book through veri-
fi ed sources.

Nessel’s alert lists some com-
mon travel scams, such as:

Online Booking Scams:
Ensure you are booking di-
rectly on the hotel or vaca-
tion rental’s offi cial website. 
Third-party booking sites 
may charge hidden fees, fail 
to honor special requests, or 
even fail to make a reserva-
tion altogether.

“Pizza Flyer” Scam: Fly-
ers slipped under hotel doors 
that advertise local food de-
livery may be fraudulent. 
When ordering, never give 
your credit card information 
to unknown sources.

Fake Front Desk Calls:
Scammers may call your ho-
tel room claiming to be from 
the front desk and request 
your credit card information 
due to a “computer glitch.” 
Always verify by calling the 
front desk directly.

Bait-and-Switch Tactics:
Be wary of offers with un-
realistically low prices that 
result in additional charges or 
pressure to buy more expen-
sive services.

Nessel also encourages con-
sumers to watch for increased 
fees and surcharges this sea-
son, as some travel-related 
businesses adjust rates to off-
set infl ation and tariffs.

She says to check all costs 
carefully, including transpor-
tation fares, ferry and parking 
passes, and ensure season 
passes purchased prior to any 
rate increase are still honored.

Because of the busy travel 
season during the summer, 
some delays on bridges and 
airlines are to be expected. 
However, airline passengers 
are entitled to a refund for:

Canceled or signifi cantly 
changed fl ights: Passengers 

will be entitled to a refund 
if their fl ight is canceled or 
signifi cantly changed and 
they do not accept alternative 
transportation or offered trav-
el credits. Signifi cant changes 
to a fl ight include: departure 
or arrival times that are more 
than 3 hours domestically 
and 6 hours internationally; 
departures or arrivals from a 
different airport; increases in 
the number of connections; 
instances where passengers 
are downgraded to a lower 
class of service; or connec-
tions at different airports or 
fl ights on different planes that 
are less accessible or accom-
modating to a person with a 
disability.

Signifi cantly delayed bag-
gage return: Passengers who 

fi le a mishandled baggage re-
port will be entitled to a re-
fund of their checked bag fee 
if it is not delivered within 12 
hours of their domestic fl ight 
arriving at the gate, or 15-30 
hours of their international 
fl ight arriving at the gate, de-
pending on the length of the 
fl ight.

Extra services not pro-
vided: Passengers will be 
entitled to a refund for the 
fee they paid for an extra 
service – such as Wi-Fi, seat 
selection, or in-fl ight enter-
tainment – if an airline fails 
to provide this service.

Airlines are also required 
to provide automatic, prompt 
and complete refunds in the 
same method of payment 
used by the consumer to pur-
chase their tickets.

“With air travel on the rise 
in the summer, it’s important 
for passengers to know their 
rights,” said Nessel, who 
previously served as chair 
of the U.S. Department of 
Transportation Aviation Con-
sumer Protection Advisory 
Committee that evaluates ex-
isting aviation consumer pro-
tection programs. “Federal 
regulations ensure you’re not 
footing the bill for canceled 
fl ights or lost baggage.”

Tribune photo / Matt DeYoung

Michigan’s attorney general is warning state residents to be aware 
of travel scams as summer travel picks up.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Saturday, June 14, 
the 165th day of 2025. There 
are 200 days left in the year. 
This is Flag Day.

In history:
On June 14, 1940, German 

troops entered Paris during 
World War II; the same day, 
the Nazis transported their 
first prisoners to the Aus-
chwitz concentration camp 
in German-occupied Poland.

Also on this date:
In 1775, the Continental 

Army, forerunner of the Unit-
ed States Army, was created 
by the Second Continental 
Congress.

In 1777, the Second Conti-
nental Congress approved 
the design of the first “stars 
and stripes” American flag.

In 1943, the U.S. Supreme 
Court, in West Virginia State 
Board of Education v. Bar-
nette, ruled 6-3 that public 
school students could not 
be forced to salute the flag 
of the United States or 
recite the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

In 1954, President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower signed a bill 
adding the phrase “under 
God” to the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

TODAY IN 
HISTORY
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PROPOSED ADMINISTRATIVE RULES 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS 

USE OF ELECTRONIC POLLBOOK 

Filed with the secretary of state on 

These rules become effective immediately after filing with the secretary of state unless adopted 
under section 33, 44, or 45a(9) of the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.233, 

24.244, or 24.245a. Rules adopted under these sections become effective 7 days after filing with the 
secretary of state. 

(By authority conferred on the secretary of state by section 31 of the Michigan election law, 1954 PA 
116, MCL 168.31) 

R 168.41, R 168.42, R 168.43, R 168.44, R 168.45, R 168.46, R 168.47, and R 168.48 are added to the 
Michigan Administrative Code, as follows: 

R 168 .41 Definitions. 
Rule 1. ( l) As used in these rules: 
(a) "Act" means the Michigan election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.l to 168.992. 
(b) "Approved form of transmission" means an encrypted or password protected, or both, flash drive 

or other electronic media used to store election files and transfer files between the electronic pollbook 
and qualified voter file, or another form of secure storage and transmission if approved by the bureau of 
elections. 

(c) "Department" means the department of state. 
(d) "Electronic pollbook" means computer software that receives information from the qualified voter 

file and is used during elections to process voters and generate reports. Electronic pollbook includes, but 
is not limited to, the early voting electronic pollbook, the election day vote center electronic pollbook, 
and the election day electronic pollbook, or any combination of those electronic pollbooks. 

(e) "Secretary of state's duly authorized agent" includes bureau of elections staff, other necessary 
department staff, county, city, and township clerks or their designees, election inspectors, and relevant 
department of technology, management, and budget staff as determined by the director of elections. 

(2) Unless otherwise defined in these rules, a term defined in the act has the same meaning when used 
in these rules. 

R 168 .42 Access to electronic pollbook data and software. 
Rule 2. (1) The voter data contained in the electronic pollbook are public records subject to the 

freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15231 to 15.246. Voter data that is exempt from 
disclosure under section 13 of the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.243, must not be 
released. 

(2) Records regarding electronic pollbook software programming are confidential and must not be 
released if disclosure of the records may compromise the confidentiality, integrity, or availability of 
cybersecurity of election information systems. 

266 
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(3) The secretary of state's duly authorized agents shall have access to the electronic pollbook software 
and complete the security verification required by the department to access the electronic pollbook 
software. 

R 168.43 Download and backup. 
Rule 3. (1) For the early voting period, if a jurisdiction conducts early voting, the clerk designated in 

the early voting agreement shall access the early voting electronic pollbook software as instructed by the 
department. 

(2) For election day, the clerk conducting the election shall download the electronic pollbook software 
as instructed by the department. 
(3) If the electronic pollbook software as described in section 668b(l) of the act, MCL 168.668b, has a 

secure live connection to the qualified voter file software at a polling place or early voting site, the 
electronic pollbook software with the secure live connection must be used to process voters and to 
generate election precinct reports, and the downloaded electronic pollbook software, or a paper copy of 
the downloaded electronic pollbook software, serves as a backup. 

R 168 .44 Electronic pollbook during the early voting period. 
Rule 4. (1) If an early voting site bas internet access, the electronic pollbook software used during the 

early voting period must have a secure live connection to the qualified voter file software to allow real­
time updates to voter history and ballot issuance. 
(2) At the conclusion of each day of early voting, election inspectors at an early voting site shall print 

from the electronic pollbook a list of voters who voted that day at the early voting site and include the 
list in the physical pollbook. 

R 168 .45 Electronic pollbook on election day. 
Rule 5. If a polling place has internet access and the bureau of elections has established live 

connectivity functionality with the qualified voter file, the electronic pollbook software used on election 
day must have a secure live connection to the qualified voter file software to allow real-time updates to 
voter history and ballot issuance. 

R 168 .46 Production of reports. 
Rule 6. (1) If the polling place produces required reports after the close of polls on election day, 

election inspectors at the polling place shall print from the electronic pollbook the required reports and 
include the reports in the physical pollbook. 
(2) If the receiving board produces reports after the close of polls on election day, election inspectors 

shall download the required reports to the approved form of transmission, seal it in a transfer case, and 2 
election inspectors representing each of the major political parties shall deliver it to the receiving board. 
The receiving board shall print from the approved form of transmission the required reports for the 
election day polling place, early voting site, or vote center and include the list in the physical pollbook. 

R 168 .47 Upload of electronic pollbook files to the qualified voter file. 
Rule 7. If the electronic pollbook is not connected via secure live connection to the qualified voter file 

while voting takes place, within 7 days after an election, the clerk responsible for administering the 
election shall upload the voting history and other required files from the electronic pollbook to the 
qualified voter file using the approved form of transmission. 

R 168 .48 Data retention. 
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Rule 8. (1) Subject to subrule (2) of this rule, the electronic poll book software and associated files 
must be deleted from all devices by the seventh day following the final canvass and certification of the 
election, unless a petition for recount has been filed and the recount has not been completed, a post­
election audit has been scheduled, or the deletion of the data has been stayed by an order of the court or 
the secretary of state. If a precinct is selected for an audit, the electronic poll book software and 
associated files must be deleted from all devices by the seventh day following completion of the audit. 
(2) The electronic pollbook software and associated files must not be deleted from devices until the 

bureau of elections or county clerk, as applicable, issues the release of security memorandum pertaining 
to that election. 
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ADl\fiNISTRATIVE RULES 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS 

USE OF ELECTRONIC POLLBOOK 

Filed with the secretary of state on October 23, 2025 

These rules become effective immediately after filing with the secretary of state unless adopted 
under section 33, 44, or 45a(9) of the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.233, 

24.244, or 24.245a. Rules adopted under these sections become effective 7 days after filing with the 
secretary of state. 

(By authority conferred on the secretary of state by section 31 of the Michigan election law, 1954 PA 
116, MCL 168.31) 

R 168.41, R 168.42, R 168.43, R 168.44, R 168.45, R 168.46, R 168.47, and R 168.48 are added to the 
Michigan Administrative Code, as follows: 

R 168 .41 Definitions. 
Rule 1. (1) As used in these rules: 
(a) "Act" means the Michigan election law, 1954 PA L16, MCL 168.1 to 168.992. 
(b) "Approved form of transmission" means an encrypted or password protected, or both, flash drive 

or other electronic media used to store election files and transfer files between the electronic pollbook 
and qualified voter file, or another form of secure storage and transmission if approved by the bureau of 
elections. 

( c) "Department" means the department of state. 
(d) "Electronic pollbook" means computer software that receives information from the qualified voter 

file and is used during elections to process voters and generate reports. Electronic pollbook includes, but 
is not limited to, the early voting electronic pollbook, the election day vote center electronic pollbook, 
and the election day electronic pollbook, or any combination of those electronic pollbooks. 

(e) "Secretary of state's duly authorized agent" includes bureau of elections staff, other necessary 
department staff, county, city, and township clerks or their designees, election inspectors, and relevant 
department of technology, management, and budget staff as determined by the director of elections. 

(2) Unless otherwise defined in these rules, a term defined in the act has the same meaning when used 
in these rules . 

R 168 .42 Access to electronic pollbook data and software. 
Rule 2. (1) The voter data contained in the electronic pollbook are public records subject to the 

freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15231 to 15246. Voter data that is exempt from 
disclosure under section 13 of the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.243, must not be 
released. 
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(2) Records regarding electronic pollbook software program.ming are confidential and must not be 
released if disclosure of the records may compromise the confidentiality, integrity, or availability of 
cybersecurity of election information systems. 

(3) The secretary of state's duly authorized agents shall have access to the electronic pollbook software 
and complete the security verification required by the department to access the electroni.c pollbook 
software. 

R 168.43 Download and backup. 
Rule 3. (1) For the early voting period, if a jurisdiction conducts early voting, the clerk designated in 

the early voting agreement shall access the early voting electronic pollbook software as instructed by the 
department. 

(2) For election day, the clerk conducting the election shall download the electronic pollbook software 
as instructed by the department. 
(3) If the electronic pollbook software as described in section 668b(l) of the act, MCL 168.668b, has a 

secure live connection to the qualified voter file software at a polling place or early voting site, the 
electronic pollbook software with the secure live connection must be used to process voters and to 
generate election precinct reports, and the downloaded electronic pollbook software, or a paper copy of 
the downloaded electronic pollbook software, serves as a backup. 

R 168 .44 Electronic pollbook during the early voting period. 
Rule 4. (1) ff an early voting site has internet access, the electronic pollbook software used during the 

early voting period must have a secure live connection to the qualified voter file software to allow real­
time updates to voter history and ballot issuance. 
(2) At the conclusion of each day of early voting, election inspectors at an early voting site shall print 

from the electronic pollbook a list of voters who voted that day at the early voting site and include the 
list in the physical pollbook. 

R 168 .45 Electronic pollbook on election day. 
Rule 5. If a polling place has internet access and the bureau of elections has established live 

connectivity functionality with the qualified voter file, the electronic pollbook software used on election 
day must have a secure live connection to the qualified voter file software to allow real-time updates to 
voter history and ballot issuance. 

R 168 .46 Production ofreports. 
Rule 6. (1) ff the polling place produces required reports after the close of polls on election day, 

election inspectors at the polling place shall print from the electronic pollbook the required reports and 
include the reports in the physical pollbook. 

(2) If the receiving board produces reports after the close of polls on election day, election inspectors 
shall download the required reports to the approved form of transmission, seal it in a transfer case, and 2 
election inspectors representing each of the major political parties shall deliver it to the receiving board. 
The receiving board shall print from the approved form of transmission the required reports for the 
election day polling place, early voting site, or vote center and include the list in the physical pollbook. 

R 168 .47 Upload of electronic pollbook files to the qualified voter file. 
Rule 7. If the electronic pollbook is not connected via secure live connection to the qualified voter file 

while voting takes place, within 7 days after an election, the clerk responsible for administering the 
election shall upload the voting history and other required files from the electronic pollbook to the 
qualified voter file using the approved form of transmission. 
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R 168 .48 Data retention. 
Rule 8. (1) Subject to subrule (2) of this rule, the electronic pollbook software and associated files 

must be deleted from all devices by the seventh day following the final canvass and certification of the 
election, unless a petition for recount has been filed and the recount has not been completed, a post­
election audit has been scheduled, or the deletion of the data has been stayed by an order of the court or 
the secretary of state. If a precinct is selected for an audit, the electronic pollbook software and 
associated files must be deleted from all devices by the seventh day following completion of the audit. 
(2) The electronic pollbook software and associated files must not be deleted from devices until the 

bureau of elections or county clerk, as applicable, issues the release of security memorandum pertaining 
to that election. 
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EXHIBIT 15

R
E

C
E

IV
E

D
 b

y
 M

C
O

C
 8

/1
2
/2

0
2
6
 4

:0
5
:4

8
 P

M



RETRIEVED FROM DEMOCRACYDOCKET.COM

R
E

C
E

IV
E

D
 b

y
 M

C
O

C
 8

/1
2
/2

0
2
6
 4

:0
5
:4

8
 P

M



RETRIEVED FROM DEMOCRACYDOCKET.COM

R
E

C
E

IV
E

D
 b

y
 M

C
O

C
 8

/1
2
/2

0
2
6
 4

:0
5
:4

8
 P

M




