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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF CONNECTICUT

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 3:26-CV-00021-KAD
Plaintiff :
v.

STEPHANIE THOMAS :
Defendant. : February 27, 2026

MOTION TO DISMISS OF DEFENDANT SECRETARY THOMAS

Defendant, Secretary of the State of Connecticut Stephanie Thomas, files this
motion to dismiss in full the action brought by Plaintiff, United States. Through this
action, the Department of dJustice (“DOdJ”) is demanding Connecticut’s voter
registration list (“VRL”) as part of a broader effort to conduct a nationwide audit of
VRLs, assessing each state’s compliance with two federal election administration
laws: the National Voter Registraticii Act (“NVRA”) and the Help America Vote Act
(“HAVA”). In so doing, DOJ relies on a novel reading of Title III of the Civil Rights
Act of 1960 (“CRA”), which has never been used in this manner or at this scale. The
demand is improper. Moreover, according to DOdJ’s own conduct and statements—
and at least two other federal courts—DOdJ intends to use states’ voter data for
purposes that are even more clearly outside the scope of the CRA and in ways that
violate a number of federal privacy laws. For these reasons, set forth more fully in
the accompanying memorandum of law, the Court should grant the Secretary’s
Motion to Dismiss. Alternatively, the Court should reserve ruling to allow discovery

as set forth in the accompanying Response to the Order to Show Cause.
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Respectfully submitted,

DEFENDANT
STEPHANIE THOMAS,

WILLIAM TONG
ATTORNEY GENERAL

By:_ /s/ Michael Rondon
Michael Rondon (ct31022)
Blake Sullivan (ct30289)
Assistant Attorneys General
Attorney General’s Office, Special Litigation
165 Capitol Avenue, Suite 5000
Hartford, CT 06106

Tel: (860) 808-5020

Fax: (860) 808-5347

Michael. Rondon@ct.gov
Blake.Sullivan@ct.gov
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CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that on February 27, 2026, a copy of the foregoing was
electronically filed and served by mail on anyone unable to accept electronic filing.
Notice of this filing will be sent by e-mail to all parties by operation of the Court’s
electronic filing system or by mail to anyone unable to accept electronic filing as
indicated on the Notice of Electronic Filing. Parties may access this filing through the
Court’s system.

U.S. DOJ-Civil Rights Dept.

Brttany E. Bennett

950 Pennsylvania Ave, NW

Washington, DC 20579
Brittany.bennett@usdoj.gov

William M. Bloss

Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder, P.C.
350 Fairfield Ave.

Bridgeport, CT 06604
bbloss@koskoff.com

Elias Law Group LLP

David Robert Fox, Marisa O’Gara, and Tor:1 Shaw
250 Massachusetts Ave NW

Suite 400

Washington, DC 20001

dfox@elias.law

mogara@elias.law

tshaw@elias.law

ACLU Foundation of Connecticut

Dan Barrett and Jaclyn Marie Blickley
P.O. Box #320647

Hartford, CT 06132
dbarrett@acluct.org
iblickley@acluct.org

ACLU Foundation of Connecticut
Joseph Purpura Gaylin
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80 State House Square
PO Box 230178
Hartford, CT 06123
jeavlin@acluct.org

American Civil Liberties Union Foundation
Patricia Jia Yan

915 15th Street NW

Washington, DC 20005

pvan@aclu.org

American Civil Liberties Union Foundation

Sophie Lin Lakin, Theresa J. Lee, and William Hughes
125 Broad Street

New York, NY 1004

slakin@aclu.org

tlee@aclu.org

WHughes@aclu.org

Isl Michuel Rondon
Michael Rondon (ct31022)
Aszsistant Attorney General
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