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E 

PRESENT: HON. JEFF REY 1-1. PEARli\1AN 
J.S.C. J ~ C .-.., .. 

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF NEW YORK 

----------------------------------------------------------------------X 
Michael Williams. Jose Ramirez-Garofalo, Aixa Torres, and 
Melissa Catty, 

Petitioners, 

-against-

Board of Elections of the State of New York; Kristen 
Zebrowski Stavisky. in her official capacity as Co-Executive 
Director of the Board of Elections of the State of New York: 
Raymond J. Riley, Ill, in his official capacity as Co­
Executive Director of the Board of Elections of the State of 
New York; Peter S. Kosinski. in his official capacity as Co­
Chair and Commissioner of the Board of Elections of the 
State of New York; Henry T. Berger. in his official capacity 
as Co-Chair and Commissioner of the Board of Elections of 
the State of New York; Anthony J. Casale. in his official 
capacity as Commissioner of the Board of Elections of the 
State of New York; Essma Bagnuola, in her official capacity 
as Commissioner of the Board of Elections of the State of 
New York: Kathy Hochul, in her official capacity as 
Governor of Nevv York; Andrea Stewart-Cousins. in her 
official capacity as New York State Senate Majority Leader 
and President Pro Tempore of the Senate; Carl E. Heastie, in 
his official capacity as Speaker of the New York State 
Assembly; and Letitia James. in her official capacity as 
Attorney General of New York, 

Respondents. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------X 

AT I.A.S PART_ii___OF THE 

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE 

OF NEW YORK, HELD IN AND FOR 

THE COUNTY OF NEW YORK AT 

THE COURTHOUSE LOCATED 

AT 60 ~HOMAS STREET, 

NEW YORK NEW YORK ON THEh"-~ 

oF G:, ~ , 20 z<. I 

Index No. l 64002/2025 

MS#I 

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
Election law 

✓ 

WHEREAS, on October 24. 2025. Petitioner Michael Williams, an elector of the 

✓ 

state ofNe\V York, residing in Richmond County, Petitioner Jose Ramirez-Garofalo, an elector of 

✓ 

the state of New York. residing in Richmond County, Petitioner Aixa Torres. an elector of the state 

✓ 

of New York, residing in New York County, and Melissa Carty, an elector of the state of New 

York. residing in New York County, all of whom are New York residents, by their undersigned 

counsel, pursuant to Article IIL Sections 4 and 5 of the New York Constitution, Unconsolidated 
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Laws§ 422 l (L 1911, ch. 773, § 1 ), and Civil Practice Law and Rules 300 l, commenced this Civil 

Practice Law and Rules Art. 4 special proceeding by filing a Petition to challenge an 

apportionment; and 

WHEREAS, Atticle III, Section 4( c )(I) of the New York Constitution provides: 

'"districts shall not be drawn to have the purpose of, nor shall they result in, the denial or 

abridgement" of minority voting rights, and "[d]istricts shall be drawn so that, based on the totality 

of the circumstances. racial or minority language groups do not have less opp01tunity to participate 

in the political process than other members of the electorate and to elect representatives of their 

choice'"; and 

WHEREAS, Attic le III, Section 5 of the New York Constitution provides: "[a]n 

apportionment by the legislature, or other body, shall be subject to review by the supreme court, 

at the suit of any citizen, under such reasonable regulations as the legislature may prescribe''; and 

WHEREAS, Unconsolidated Laws § 4221 provides: ·'An apportionment by the 

legislature shall be subject to review by the supreme court at the suit of any citizen, upon the 

petition of any citizen to the supreme court where any such petitioner resides and upon such service 

thereof upon the attorney-general, the president of the senate, the speaker of the assembly and the 

governor, as a justice of the supreme court may direct"; and 

WHEREAS, Atticle 111, Section 5 of the New York Constitution provides that the 

suit of a citizen challenging an apportionment shall be given precedence over all other causes and 

proceedings, and the court shall render its decision within sixty days after the date of the filing of 

the petition; and 
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WHEREAS, pursuant to Civil Practice Law and Rules 403(d), "[t]he court may 

grant an order to show cause to be served, in I ieu of a notice of petition at a time and in a manner 

specified therein." 

UPON reading the Petition dated October 27, 2025, and the Affirmation of Andrew 

G. Celli, Jr., dated October 27, 2025; and all of the pleadings and proceedings heretofore had 

herein; 

LET Respondents or their counsel show cause before this Court, at Part 44, Room 

\Oc°CiO 
321, at the Cowthouse located at 60 Centre Street, on the 7 day of November, 2025, a~a.m., 

or as soon thereafter as counsel can be heard, why Judgment should not be made and entered 

pursuant to Civil Practice Law and Rules 411 and Civil Practice Lav,· and Rules 3001: 

A. Declaring that the 2024 Congressional Map violates Article III, Section 4(c)( I) of the New 

York Constitution by unlaw-fully diluting the votes of Black and Latino voters in CD-I I. 

B. Pursuant to Art. II L Section 5 of the New York Constitution, ordering the Legislature to 

adopt a valid congressional redistricting plan in which Staten Island is paired with voters 

in lower Manhattan to create a minority influence district in CD-I I that complies with 

traditional redistricting criteria. 

C. Issuing a permanent injunction enjoining Defendants and their agents and successors in 

office, from enforcing or giving any effect to the boundaries of the congressional districts 

as drawn in the 2024 Congressional Map. including an injunction barring Defendants from 

conducting any further congressional elections under the current map. 

D. Holding hearings, considering briefing and evidence, and otherwise taking actions 

necessary to order a valid plan for new congressional districts in New York that compo11s 

with Article III. Section 4( c )(I) of the New York Constitution . 

.., 

.) 
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E. Granting such other or further relief the Court deems appropriate. including but not limited 

to an award of Petitioners· attome s' fees and reasonable costs. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDE D that answering papers, if a✓, shall upon 

Petitioners' counsel at least , en days before the f eat which 

is fu1ther 

at reply papers, • any, shall be erved upon 

one day befo the time at which e Petition sh 

DERED that th 

a sch dule for expedit briefing and e pert repotts: an it is fwth 
/ 

ORDERED that, sufficient cause appearing therefore, service of a copy of this Order and 

the Petition upon the Respondents and anyone else required to receive service pursuant to 

Unconsolidated Laws § 422 I, in the same manner as a summons, on or before the :SI day of 

October, 2025. shall be deemed good and sufficient service. Afiidavits or other proof of service 

shall be presented to this Court on or before the return date. 

Di\TeD: }kv. Yerk,New York 

Oetobet . 2025 

be, e~\ {l~} Sc \1Q__,Ju l_Q__ 

,.\-o b seJ--on }\'\e-

'~~u <V'\ d cuk • 

ORAL ARGUMENT 
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