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The easiest way to get a Social Security
number (SSN) for your newborn is to
apply when you provide information

for your baby’s birth certificate in the
hospital.

If you wait to apply for a number at a
Social Security office, there may be delays
while we verify your child’s birth certificate.

Why should I get a Social
Security number for my child?
You need an SSN to claim your chiid as
a dependent on your income tax return.

Your child may also need a number if
you plan to:

e Open a bank account ior the child.
e Buy savings bonds for the child.
* Get medical coverage for the child.

* Apply for government services for
the child.

Must mmy child have a Social
Sectirity number?

Gietting an SSN for your newborn is
voluntary, but may be necessary to
obtain important services, such as those
listed above, for your child. Therefore,
getting a number when your child is born
is a good idea.

How do I apply?

At the hospital: When you complete
the application for your baby’s birth
certificate, you will be asked whether you
want to apply for an SSN for your baby.
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If you say “yes,” you will be asked to
provide both parents’ SSNs. If you don’t
know both parents’ SSNs, you still can
apply for your child’s SSN.

At a Social Security office: If you

wait to apply for your child’s number,
you can use our online Social Security
Number and Card application available
at www.ssa.gov/number-card. You
will start the application online and
complete the process in a local Social
Security office or card center. If you are
not able to apply online, you can fili cut
and print our Application for a Social
Security Card (Form SS-5), avaiiable at
www.ssa.gov/forms/ss-5.pdf.

No matter where you apnly, you will
need to:
e Show us origina! documents proving
your child’s:
—U.S. citizenship.
—Age.
— ldentity.
» Show us documents proving your

identity and your relationship to
your child.

Anyone age 12 or older who requests
an original SSN must appear in person
for an interview. This applies even

if a parent or guardian will sign the
application on the child’s behalf.

Citizenship

We can accept only certain documents as
proof of U.S. citizenship. These include a:

2


https://www.ssa.gov/number-card/
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e U.S. birth certificate.

* U.S. consular report of birth.

e U.S. passport (valid and unexpired).

» Certificate of Naturalization or
Certificate of Citizenship.

Noncitizens should see Social Security
Numbers for Noncitizens (Publication
No. 05-10096) for more information.

Age

If your child was born in the United
States, you need to present your chiid’s
birth certificate. If your child does ot

have a birth certificate, we may be able to
accept a:

* Religious record made before the age
of 5 showing the date of birth.

e U.S. hospital record of birth.

e U.S. passport or passport card.

If your child wzas born outside the United
States, you need to present your child’s

foreignoirth certificate. You may already
have it or can get a copy within 10

business days. If you can’t get it, we may
e able to accept your child’s:

 Certificate of Birth Abroad (FS-545).

» (Certificate of Report of Birth
(DS-1350).

* Consular Report of Birth Abroad
(FS-240).

e (Certificate of Naturalization.
e Passport.


https://www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10096.pdf
https://www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10096.pdf
https://www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/EN-05-10096.pdf
https://www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/EN-05-10096.pdf
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Identity

Your child: We can accept only certain
documents as proof of your child’s
identity. An acceptable document must
be current (not expired) and show your
child’s name, identifying information,
and, preferably, a recent photograph. We
generally can accept a non-photo identity
document if it has enough information to
identify the child. Information may include
the child’s name and age, date of birth,
or parents’ names. We prefer to see the
child’s unexpired U.S. passport. If that
document isn’t available, we may accept
the child’s:

* Unexpired valid state-issued
nondriver identificaticn card.

* Adoption decree.

e Certified copy cf medical record
(doctor, clinie, or hospital).

* Religious record.

 Certified school record showing your
child’'s'name and your child’s age or
date of birth (must be for the current
or prior year).

¢ School identification card showing
your child’s name and either a
photograph of your child, your child’s
age, or date of birth (must be for the
current or prior year).

You: If you're a U.S. citizen, we will
ask to see your U.S. driver’s license,
state-issued nondriver identification
card, or U.S. passport as proof of your
identity. If you don’t have these specific

4
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documents, we’ll ask to see other
documents that may be available, such
as:

e Unexpired U.S. passport or passport
card.

» Certificate of U.S. Citizenship.
» Certificate of Naturalization.

* School identification card showing
your name and either your
photograph, age, or date of birth
(must be for the current or prior
year).

e Health insurance card (not a Medicare
card) showing your name and either
your photograph, or age; or date of
birth.

* U.S. military identification card.

* Employee identijication card
showing your name and either your
photograph-or date of birth.

e Life insurance policy.

All docuinents must be either
originals or copies certified by the
issuing agency. We can’t accept
rhotocopies or notarized copies of
documents. We may use 1 document
for 2 purposes. For example, we may
use your child’s passport as proof of
both citizenship and identity. Or, we
may use your child’s birth certificate as
proof of age and citizenship. However,
you must provide at least 2 separate
documents.

5 (over)
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We’ll mail your child’s number and card
as soon as we have all of your child’s
information and have verified your child’s
documents.

What if my child is adopted?

We can assign your adopted child an
SSN before the adoption is complete, but
you may want to wait until the adoption
is finalized. Then, you can apply for the
number using your child’s new name,
with your name as parent. You may
want to claim your child for tax purgoses
while the adoption is still pending: If so,
contact the Internal Revenue Service

for Form W-7A, Applicatior for Taxpayer
Identification Number for Pending U.S.
Adoptions.

What does it cost?

There’s no charge for issuing an SSN
and card. if someone contacts you
and wanis to charge you for getting a
numbei or card, please remember that
these Social Security services are free.
You can report anyone attempting to
charge you by calling our Office of the
Inspector General hotline at 1-800-
269-0271 (TTY 1-866-501-2101 deaf
or hard of hearing) from 10:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. Eastern Time or visit
https://oig.ssa.gov.


https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw7a.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw7a.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw7a.pdf
https://oig.ssa.gov/
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What if I lose the card?

You can replace your Social Security
card if it's lost or stolen. You’re limited
to 3 replacement cards in a year and
10 during your lifetime. Legal name
changes and other exceptions don’t
count toward these limits. For example,
changes in noncitizen status that
require card updates may not count
toward these limits. Also, you may not
be affected by these limits if you can
prove you need the card to prevent a
significant hardship.

Your child’s Social Security card-is an
important document. We recernmend
you keep it in a safe place. Do not carry
it with you.

Social Security number misuse

If you think seimeone is using your
child’s SSNiraudulently, you should
file a compiaint with the Federal Trade
Commigsion via:

* Iniernet — www.identitytheft.gov.

<« Telephone — 1-877-IDTHEFT
(1-877-438-4338).

e TTY — 1-866-653-4261.
It's against the law to:
e Use someone else’s SSN.

* Give false information when applying
for a number.

 Alter, buy, or sell Social Security cards.


https://www.identitytheft.gov/
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Contacting Us

The most convenient way to do business
with us is to visit www.ssa.gov to get
information and use our online services.
There are several things you can

do online: apply for benefits; start or
complete your request for an original or
replacement Social Security card; get
useful information; find publications;

and get answers to frequently asked
questions.

When you open a personal

my Social Security account, you hzave
more capabilities. You can review

your Social Security Statement, verify
your earnings, and get estimates of
future benefits. You carialso print

a benefit verification (eiier, change
your direct deposit iiformation (Social
Security beneficiaries only), and get a
replacement SSA-1099/1042S. Access
to your personal my Social Security
account may be limited for users outside
the United States.

If you don’t have access to the internet,
we offer many automated services by
telephone, 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week, so you may not need to speak
with a representative.

If you need to speak with someone, call
us toll-free at 1-800-772-1213 or at our
TTY number, 1-800-325-0778, if you're
deaf or hard of hearing. A member of
our staff can answer your call from 8
a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday through Friday.
We provide free interpreter services

8


https://www.ssa.gov/
https://www.ssa.gov/ssnumber
https://www.ssa.gov/pubs/
https://faq.ssa.gov/
https://faq.ssa.gov/
https://www.ssa.gov/myaccount/
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upon request. For quicker access to a
representative, try calling early in the
day (between 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. local
time) or later in the day. We are less

busy later in the week (Wednesday to
Friday) and later in the month.

Social Security Administration
Publication No. 05-10023
January 2024 (Recycle prior editions)
Social Security Numbers for Children
Produced and published at U.S. taxpayer expense
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PLATFORM NEWS EVENTS
GET INVOLVED

***** TRUMP FORCE 47

VANCE PROTECT THE VOTE

MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN!

BACK TO VIDEOS

Agenda47: Day One Executive Order
Ending Citizenship for Children of
lllegals and Outlawing Birth Tourism

May 30, 2023

f v

Mar-a-Lago, FL— In a new Agenda47 video, President Donald J. Trump announced

his plan to sign an executive order on Day One to end automatic citizenship for


https://www.donaldjtrump.com/agenda47
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://rumble.com/v2qxy9q-agenda47-day-one-executive-order-ending-automatic-citizenship-for-children-.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=ncl_amplify&utm_campaign=230530-agenda47_day_one_executive_order_ending_citizenship_for_children_of_illegals_and_outlawing_birth_tourism&utm_content=ncl-NRgDjhhybH&_nlid=NRgDjhhybH&_nhids=7r9fwzp
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://rumble.com/v2qxy9q-agenda47-day-one-executive-order-ending-automatic-citizenship-for-children-.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=ncl_amplify&utm_campaign=230530-agenda47_day_one_executive_order_ending_citizenship_for_children_of_illegals_and_outlawing_birth_tourism&utm_content=ncl-NRgDjhhybH&_nlid=NRgDjhhybH&_nhids=7r9fwzp
http://twitter.com/share?url=https://rumble.com/v2qxy9q-agenda47-day-one-executive-order-ending-automatic-citizenship-for-children-.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=ncl_amplify&utm_campaign=230530-agenda47_day_one_executive_order_ending_citizenship_for_children_of_illegals_and_outlawing_birth_tourism&utm_content=ncl-NRgDjhhybH&_nlid=NRgDjhhybH&_nhids=7r9fwzp
http://twitter.com/share?url=https://rumble.com/v2qxy9q-agenda47-day-one-executive-order-ending-automatic-citizenship-for-children-.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=ncl_amplify&utm_campaign=230530-agenda47_day_one_executive_order_ending_citizenship_for_children_of_illegals_and_outlawing_birth_tourism&utm_content=ncl-NRgDjhhybH&_nlid=NRgDjhhybH&_nhids=7r9fwzp
https://rumble.com/v2qxy9q-agenda47-day-one-executive-order-ending-automatic-citizenship-for-children-.html
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/platform
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/news
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/events
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/join
https://trumpforce47.com/#form-top
https://protectthevote.com/
https://secure.winred.com/trump-national-committee-jfc/lp-website-contribute-button-victory
https://secure.winred.com/trump-national-committee-jfc/storefront/
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/
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children of illegal aliens.

“As part of my plan to secure the border, on Day One of my new term in office, | will
sign an executive order making clear to federal agencies that under the correct
interpretation of the law, going forward, the future children of illegal aliens will not
receive automatic U.S. citizenship,” President Trump said.

“My policy will choke off a major incentive for continued illegal immigration, deter
more migrants from coming, and encourage many of the aliens Joe Biden has
unlawfully let into our country to go back to their home countries.”

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S PLAN TO DISCOURAGE ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION BY ENDING
AUTOMATIC CITIZENSHIP FOR THE CHILDREN OF ILLEGAL ALIENS AND
OUTLAWING BIRTH TOURISM

A DAY-ONE EXECUTIVE ORDER TO SHUT OFF A MAGNET FOR ILLEGAL
IMMIGRATION:

- On Day One, President Trump will sign an Executive Order to stop federal agencies
from granting automatic U.S. citizenship 1o the children of illegal aliens.

- It will explain the clear meaning ¢t the 14th Amendment, that U.S. Citizenship
extends only to those both born iin AND “subject to the jurisdiction” of the United
States.

- It will make clear that going forward, the children of illegal aliens will not be granted
automatic citizenship, and should not be issued passports, Social Security numbers,
or be eligible for certain taxpayer funded welfare benefits.

- It will direct federal agencies to require that at least one parent be a U.S. citizen or
lawful permanent resident for their future children to become automatic U.S.
citizens.

- This Executive Order ending automatic citizenship for the children of illegal aliens
will eliminate a major incentive for illegal immigration, discourage future waves of
illegal immigration to exploit this misapplication of citizenship, and encourage illegal
aliens in the U.S. to return home.
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- The Executive Order will also stop “Birth Tourism.”

- Through “Birth Tourism,” tens of thousands of foreign nationals fraudulently enter
the U.S. each year during the final weeks of their pregnancies for the sole purpose of
obtaining U.S. citizenship for their child.

- Under the current erroneous interpretation, the children of these foreign nationals
are then eligible to receive a host of government benefits reserved for U.S. citizens,
including a myriad of welfare programs and taxpayer funded healthcare, as well as
chain migration and the right to vote.

- The Executive Order is part of a larger strategy to fully secure the Southern Border
starting on Day One. It will remove a major incentive for illegal aliens and other
foreign nationals to come to and remain in the United States in violation of our laws
and National sovereignty.

- The announcement of today’s Executive Order feliows a historical slate of hundreds
of executive actions, proclamations, and presidential memorandums on border
security and immigration that President Trump implemented while in office to
remake the immigration system in the Uriited States for the interest of the American
people, including:

- Executive Order Implementing the Travel Ban and Pausing Refugee Admissions

- Executive Order on Border Security and Immigration Enforcement

- Presidential Memorandum on the Extreme Vetting of Foreign Nationals

- Presidential Memorandum to Create a National Vetting Center

- Executive Order to Unleash Interior Immigration Enforcement

- Executive Order to Block Federal Grants to Sanctuary Cities

- Presidential Memorandum Ordering DHS to Train National Guard Troops to Assist
with Border Enforcement

- Presidential Memorandum to End "catch and release" at the Border


https://www.newsweek.com/feds-raid-maternity-hotels-birth-tourists-777643
https://cis.org/Camarota/Revised-Estimate-Birth-Tourism
https://www.nationalaffairs.com/publications/detail/the-question-of-birthright-citizenship
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- Presidential Proclamation Suspending Entry Across Southern Border Outside Ports
of Entry to Bar Asylum Access

- Executive Order requiring the U.S. Government to Prioritize the Hiring of U.S.
Workers in the Administration of all Immigration Programs

- Executive Order on Aligning Federal Contracting and Hiring Practices with the
Interests of American Workers

- Presidential Proclamation Suspending Chain Migration, Visa Lottery, and All Non-
Essential Foreign Workers

- Presidential Proclamation on Suspension of Entry of Immigrants Who Will
Financially Burden the United States Healthcare System

- Presidential Memorandum to Cut Off Immigrant Access to the Welfare State

PRESIDENT TRUMP'S EXECUTIVE ORDER WILL FINALLY ENSURE THAT THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT NO LONGER ADHERES TO A PATENTLY INCORRECT
INTERPRETATION OF THE 14TH AMENDIMENT:

- Constitutional scholars have show: for decades that granting automatic citizenship
to the children of illegal aliens born in the United States is based on a patently
incorrect interpretation of the 14th Amendment.

- The 14th Amendment extends federal citizenship to “[a]ll persons born or
naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof.”

- The purpose of the 14th Amendment had nothing to do with the citizenship of
immigrants, let alone the citizenship of the children of illegal aliens. Its purpose was
to extend citizenship to people newly freed from slavery, whose status was left in
guestion after the infamous case Dred Scott v. Sandford.

- The framers of the 14th Amendment made clear that “persons born in the United
States who are foreigners, aliens [or] who belong to the families of ambassadors or
foreign ministers” are not “subject to the jurisdiction” of the U.S.


https://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/amendmentxiv
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1850-1900/60us393
http://www.libertylawsite.org/2015/08/21/what-did-the-14th-amendment-congress-think-about-birthright-citizenship/



https://www.foxnews.com/politics/million-gotaways-border-biden-administration-report
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/southwest-land-border-encounters
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/migrant-u-s-border-crossings-rise-25-percent-in-march/
https://cis.org/Report/Immigration-and-American-Worker
https://www.foxnews.com/us/southern-border-migrant-encounters-surpass-record-227k-september
https://datavisualizations.heritage.org/immigration/major-spike-in-convicted-criminal-alien-encounters-by-us-border-patrol/?_gl=1*w6xysp*_ga*MTE2NjQ4NjkyLjE2NDM5MjM4Njk.*_ga_W14BT6YQ87*MTY3MzAzNDA5MS44Ni4xLjE2NzMwMzU2MDIuNjAuMC4w&_ga=2.268203146.501581025.1673034091-116648692.1643923869
https://www.npr.org/2022/09/29/1125638107/migrant-deaths-us-mexico-border-record-drownings#:~:text=%2C%22%20Mello%20says.-,This%20has%20been%20the%20deadliest%20year%20ever%20for%20migrants%20trying,part%20of%20the%20reason%20why.
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/25/us/migrant-smuggling-evolution.html
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Trump, who has railed against so-called birthright citizenship for years, said
during his first term that he was planning an executive order that would outright
ban it. Such an order was never signed, but the issue remained a focus of
Trump’s immigration proposals during his re-election campaign. He has said he
would tackle the issue in an executive order on day one of his second term.

Weeks before he takes office, Trump’s transition team is now considering how
far to push the scope of such an order, knowing it would almost immediately be
challenged in court, according to a transition official and others familiar with the
matter. The eventual order is expected to focus on changing the requirements
for documents issued by federal agencies that verify citizenship, such as a
passport.

Through an executive order or the agency rule-making precess, Trump is also
expected to take steps to deter what Trump allies call “birth tourism,” in which
pregnant women travel to the U.S. to have children, who receive the benefit of
citizenship. One option on the table is to tighten the criteria to qualify for a
tourist visa, according to people familiar witl the Trump team’s thinking.
Tourist visas are most often issued for a period of 10 years, though the tourist
can’t stay in the U.S. on each visit for lenger than six months.

President-elect Donald Trump has said he would tackle birthright citizenship in an executive order on
day one of his second term. PHOTO: OLIVIER TOURON/AFP/GETTY IMAGES

Karoline Leavitt, a spokeswoman for the Trump transition, said the president-
elect “will use every lever of power to deliver on his promises, and fix our broken
immigration system once and for all.”


https://www.wsj.com/politics/elections/what-trump-canand-cantdo-on-day-one-a90a8799?mod=article_inline
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Some on the right have backed Trump’s plans and argued that birthright
citizenship is a misinterpretation of the 14th amendment, which dates back to
the 19th century and in part granted full citizenship to former slaves. They have
also criticized birth tourism. Companies in China have attracted attention in
recent years for advertising such services, and airlines in Asia even started
turning away some pregnant passengers they suspected of traveling to give
birth.

“Because you happen to be in this country when your child is born, is not a
reason for that child to be a U.S. citizen. It’s just silly, and the reliance on it in law
1s utterly misplaced,” said Ken Cuccinelli, a senior fellow at the Center for
Renewing America, a pro-Trump think tank, who previously served as deputy
secretary of Homeland Security.

Many constitutional scholars and civil-rights groups have said a change to
birthright citizenship can’t be done through executive action and would require
amending the Constitution—a rare and difficult process. The most recent
amendment was ratified in 1992, more than 200 years after it was first proposed.

Trump on the campaign trail this year cifered more details on what executive
action related to birthright citizenship could include compared with his first
term, a change that some backers took as an indication that he is more willing to
act on the issue.

Trump said he would sign a “day one” executive order directing federal agencies
to require a child to have at least one parent be either a U.S. citizen or legal
permanent resident to automatically become a U.S. citizen. It would also stop
agencies from issuing passports, Social Security numbers and other welfare
benefits to children who don’t meet the new requirement for citizenship, the
president-elect’s campaign had said.

“My policy will choke off a major incentive for continued illegal immigration,
deter more migrants from coming, and encourage many of the aliens Joe Biden
has unlawfully let into our country to go back to their home countries,” Trump
said in a campaign video.

But the requirement that at least one parent be a U.S. citizen or legal permanent
resident would also affect children born to parents who immigrated legally


https://www.wsj.com/articles/ticket-passport-pregnancy-test-flying-to-saipan-can-be-complicated-11578664961?mod=article_inline
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through visas, excluding them from automatic citizenship.

“The new piece of it is them talking publicly about the mechanism they might try
to use to operationalize this unconstitutional plan,” said Omar Jadwat, director
of the American Civil Liberties Union’s Immigrants’ Rights Project. “They just
can’t do that consistent with the constitution.”

“Litigation is definitely going to
follow,” he added.

The Supreme Court affirmed
birthright citizenship in its 1898
ruling in U.S. v. Wong Kim Ark. But
critics of automatic citizenship
argue Trump’s proposed
citizenship restrictions would be
different from that case, which
involved a child born to Chinese
parents who were legal permanent
residents in the U.S.

- _ Trump’s allies say a legal fight that
Portrait of Wong Kim Ark, whose case affirmed

birthright citizenship. PHOTO: NATIONA&L ) . .
ARCHIVES/GETTY IMAGES Court is the point of the executive

makes its way to the Supreme

order.

“Force the issue and see what happens,” said Mark Krikorian, executive director
for the Center for Immigration Studies, a group favoring immigration
restrictions that was close to Trump’s first administration. Even with the court’s
conservative majority, Krikorian isn’t optimistic about Trump’s chances.

“I think they’ll probably uphold the current interpretation of the 14th
Amendment,” he said. “They’re going to want to start that court fight as soon as
possible to see if they can see it through to the end before the administration
ends,” he said.

Write to Tarini Parti at tarini.parti@wsj.com and Michelle Hackman at
michelle.hackman@wsj.com
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Venezuela International Travel Information

U.S. Embassy Colombia

Calle 24 Bis No. 48-50

Bogota, D.C. Colombia

Telephone: +(57)(1) 275-2000

Emergency: +(57)(1) 275-2000

Fax: No fax

Online: https://co.usembassy.gov/services/contact-acs-form/
Website

The U.S. Department of State urges U.S. citizens not to travel to Venezuela, and recommends that
U.S. citizens in Venezuela leave immediately. More information is in our Venezuela Travel
Advisory.

The U.S. Embassy in Caracas suspended operations on March 11, 2019. It cannot provide consular
services to U.S. citizens in Venezuela. The U.S. Embassy in Colombia assists U.S. citizens in
Venezuela when possible.

If you are a U.S. citizen in Venezuela in need of assistance, or are concerned about a U.S. citizen in
Venezuela, please contact us in one of the following ways:

¢ Contact us online at https://co.usembassy.gov/services/contact-acs-form/ or

e Call us at +1-888-407-4747 (from the U.S. & Canada) or +1-202-501-4444 (from overseas).

The U.S. Department of State strongly urges U.S. citizens not to travel to Venezuela. Detentions of
U.S. citizens at formal or informal border crossings into Venezuela are common.

To enter Venezuela, you must have:

e Avalid U.S. passport in gzood condition with at least six months of validity, and
o Avalid Venezuelan visa. Visas are not available upon arrival.

Visas: The Venezuelan embassy and consulates in the United States are not open. For information
about visa services, contact the Venezuelan Embassy in Mexico at +52 55 5203 4233. You must
have the proper visa and appropriate accreditation before traveling to Venezuela. If not, you face
refusal of admission, expulsion, or detention.

Immigration officials often require proof of accommodation while in Venezuela, adequate means of
support, and an onward departure itinerary. Use only official crossing points when entering
Venezuela. You must obtain an entry stamp upon entry.

If you reside in Venezuela as a non-citizen, you must obtain legitimate Venezuelan residency
documentation and renew your residency visa well in advance of expiration. Do not use
intermediaries to purchase resident visas and/or work permits.

Traveling with Children: Venezuela’s child protection law mandates that minors (under 18) of
any nationality who are traveling alone, with only one parent, or with a third party, must present
extensive, specific, and notarized documentation granting permission for travel. Consult the nearest
Venezuelan embassy or consulate for further information.
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Dual Nationality: Venezuelan law requires Venezuelan citizens to enter and depart Venezuela
using Venezuelan passports. If you hold dual U.S. and Venezuelan nationality, you must plan to
travel between the United States and Venezuela with valid U.S. and Venezuelan passports. Dual-
national minors are only allowed to depart Venezuela with both parents present or with a legal
authorization signed by the absent parent in a family court.

Immunizations: Visit the CDC Traveler website for vaccination information, including Yellow
Fever vaccination requirements. Carry your International Certificate of Vaccination (or yellow card)
with you upon arrival or departure. Travel to Venezuela no longer requires evidence of COVID-19
vaccination.

HIV/AIDS: The U.S. Department of State is unaware of any HIV/AIDS entry restrictions for
visitors to or foreign residents of Venezuela. Be aware that HIV/AIDS medications, like other
medications, are often not available in Venezuela.

Find further information on dual nationality, prevention of international child abduction,
and customs regulations on our websites.

Terrorism: Terrorist groups and those inspired by such organizations are intent on attacking U.S.
citizens abroad. Terrorists are increasingly using less sophisticated rusthods of attack — including
knives, firearms, and vehicles — to more effectively target crowds. Frequently, their aim is focused
on unprotected or vulnerable targets, such as:

¢ High-profile public events (sporting contests, politicai rallies, demonstrations, holiday events,
celebratory gatherings, etc.)

¢ Hotels, clubs, and restaurants frequented by tourists

¢ Places of worship

¢ Schools

e Parks

¢ Shopping malls and markets

¢ Public transportation systems (inciuding subways, buses, trains, and scheduled commercial
flights)

Terrorist groups such as the Revoiationary Armed Forces of Colombia — People’s Army (FARC-EP),
Segunda Marquetalia, and the Colombian-origin National Liberation Army (ELN) have expanded in
Venezuela in recent years. We are aware of reports of cooperation between FARC dissidents and the
ELN in the areas of road/border checkpoints, forced displacement of communities, and narcotics
trafficking.

For more information, see our Terrorism page.

Crime: Violent crime is pervasive throughout Venezuela. Venezuela has one of the highest
homicide rates in the world, and kidnappings are a serious concern.

If you are in Venezuela:

» Be alert of your surroundings at all times and take personal security precautions to avoid
becoming a victim of crime.

¢ Maintain a low profile.

e Travel in groups of five or more, and

¢ Provide family or friends with your itineraries prior to departure.

¢ Avoid police activity. Corruption within the police forces is a concern, and criminals may be
posing as police officers or National Guard members. National Guard members may target
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U.S. citizens, especially at remote land border crossings, for bribery, extortion, or detention,
possibly in collusion with criminal organizations.

Criminal gangs operate openly and with little repercussion, often setting up fake police checkpoints.
Armed robberies, including with grenades and assault rifles, take place throughout the country,
including in tourist areas and institutions such as banks and ATMs, national parks, shopping malls,
public transportation stations, and universities.

Drugs: Do not attempt to bring any narcotics or controlled substances into Venezuela, or
substances that may be confused with illegal drugs.

¢ Do not accept packages from anyone.

o Always keep your luggage with you.

¢ U.S. citizens have been actively recruited as narcotics couriers or “drug mules.” Arrestees can
expect extended jail terms under extremely difficult prison conditions.

Transportation:

¢ Do not use any taxis hailed on the street. Use only radio-dispatched taxis from taxi services,
hotels, restaurants, and airline staff. Some taxi drivers in Caraces are known to overcharge,
rob, injure, and even kidnap passengers.

¢ Do not use public transportation such as city buses and the metro (subway) in Caracas.

e If you drive, be aware of attacks in tunnels and avoid abstacles in the road.

Maiquetia International Airport: Only travel to and from Maiquetia International Airport
near Caracas in daylight hours. Kidnappings, robberies at gunpoint, thefts, and muggings are
common. Individuals wearing seemingly official vniforms and displaying airport or police
credentials have been involved in crimes inside thie airport, including extortion and robberies.

¢ Do not pack valuable items or documents in checked luggage.
¢ Make advance plans for transportation from the airport to your hotel or destination using a
trusted party or dispatch taxi service.

ATMs: Most ATMs do not accept U.S. debit or credit cards, and malfunctions are common. Many
ATMs do not have cash. Criminals target ATM users for robberies. ATM data is often hacked and
used to make unauthorized withdrawals.

¢ Use only ATMs located in well-lit, public places.

Demonstrations occur occasionally. They may take place in response to political or economic
issues, on politically significant holidays, and during international events.

¢ Demonstrations can be unpredictable; avoid areas around protests and demonstrations.
¢ Past demonstrations have turned violent.
¢ Check local media for updates and traffic advisories.

International Financial Scams: See the Department of State and the FBI pages for additional
information.

Internet romance and financial scams are prevalent in Venezuela. Scams are often initiated
through Internet postings/profiles or by unsolicited emails and letters. Scammers almost always
pose as U.S. citizens who have no one else to turn to for help. Common scams include:

¢ Romance/online dating
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¢ Money transfers
¢ Grandparent/relative targeting

Victims of Crime: The U.S. Embassy in Caracas suspended operations on March 11, 2019, and
therefore cannot provide consular services to U.S. citizens in Venezuela. The U.S. Embassy in
Colombia assists U.S. citizens in Venezuela when possible.

¢ U.S. citizen victims of crime are encouraged to contact the U.S. Embassy in Bogota.

e Report crimes to the local police and contact the U.S. Embassy in Bogota by completing our
online form at https://co.usembassy.gov/services/contact-acs-form/ or dialing +57 (1)
275-2000 or +57 (1) 275-4021 after hours. Remember that local authorities are responsible
for investigating and prosecuting crime. Note that emergency numbers may not function in
Venezuela and travelers should be prepared to make direct contact with the nearest police
station to reach emergency service personnel.

See our webpage on help for U.S. victims of crimes overseas.

We can:

¢ Help you find appropriate medical care

¢ Contact relatives or friends with your written consent

¢ Provide general information regarding local law enforcement investigations

¢ Provide a list of local attorneys

¢ Provide our information on victim’s compensation programs in the United States

¢ Help you find accommodation and arrange flights home

¢ If you are able to travel to a U.S. Embassy, we can replace a stolen or lost passport and
provide an emergency loan for repatriation: io the United States and/or limited medical
support in cases of destitution

Domestic Violence: U.S. citizen victims= of domestic violence are encouraged to contact the U.S.
Embassy in Bogota for assistance.

Colombian Border: The area within 50-miles of the entire Venezuela and Colombian border is
extremely dangerous. U.S. citizetis near the border are at risk of detention by authorities. U.S.
citizens must obtain a visa tc enter Venezuela legally. Visas are not available upon arrival. U.S.
citizens attempting to enter Venezuela without a visa have been charged with terrorism and other
serious crimes and detained for long periods. Maduro authorities do not notify the U.S. government
of the detention of U.S. citizens and the U.S. government is not granted access to those citizens.
Additionally, cross-border violence, kidnapping, drug trafficking, and smuggling are common.
Some kidnapping victims are released after ransom payments, while others are murdered.

¢ Do not attempt to cross the land border.

Tourism: Tourists participate in activities at their own risk. Emergency response and subsequent
appropriate medical treatment does not meet U.S. standards. Serious medical issues require costly
medical evacuation complicated by restrictions on air travel to and from Venezuela. Air evacuations
to the United States from Venezuela may not be possible.

¢ U.S. citizens are encouraged to purchase medical evacuation insurance. See our webpage for
more information on insurance providers for overseas coverage.

Criminal Penalties: You are subject to local laws. If you violate local laws, even unknowingly,
you may be expelled, arrested, or imprisoned. Individuals establishing a business or practicing a
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profession that requires additional permits or licensing should seek information from the
competent local authorities prior to practicing or operating a business. Application of local laws can
at times be arbitrary and/or politically motivated.

In Venezuela, it is illegal to take pictures of sensitive buildings, including the presidential palace,
military bases, government buildings, and airports.

Drug trafficking is a serious problem in Venezuela and treated as such by Venezuelan authorities.
Convicted traffickers receive lengthy prison sentences.

Furthermore, some laws are also prosecutable in the United States, regardless of local law. For
examples, see our website on crimes against minors abroad and the Department of Justice website.

Arrest Notification: If you are arrested or detained, attempt to have someone notify the U.S.
Embassy in Bogota immediately. See our webpage for further information.

Please note that the U.S. Department of State may not be informed of your detention, particularly if
you also hold Venezuelan citizenship. Due to the suspension of operations of the U.S. Embassy in
Caracas, consular visits to detained U.S. citizens are not possible. There have been instances of U.S.
citizens in recent years who have been detained without being afforded due process or fair trial
guarantees, or as a pretext for an illegitimate purpose, often due to their U.S. citizenship. U.S.
citizens in Venezuela are at risk of wrongful detention. See our Travel Advisory for Venezuela for
additional information.

Currency and Exchange: Venezuela has started to aliow dollarized commercial transactions and
shopping, but policies and availability are subject to change. Some local businesses accept U.S.
credit cards and electronic transfers through certair online vendors. “Black market” currency
exchanges — often offering significantly favorable =xchange rates — are technically prohibited under
Venezuelan foreign exchange controls. Violatcrs may be detained by Venezuelan authorities and
face criminal penalties.

Wire Transfers: Wire transfers caniiot be used reliably as a source of emergency funds, and
receipt of funds is generally restricted to Venezuelan citizens and residents.

Counterfeit and Pirated Goods: Although counterfeit and pirated goods are prevalent in many
countries, they may still be ilicgal according to local laws. You may also pay fines or forfeit the items
if you attempt to bring them back to the United States. See the U.S. Department of Justice website
for more information.

Faith-Based Travelers: See the following webpages for details:

¢ Faith-Based Travel Information

e International Religious Freedom Report — see country reports
e Human Rights Report — see country reports

¢ Hajj Fact Sheet for Travelers

e Best Practices for Volunteering Abroad

LGB Travelers: There are no legal restrictions on same-sex sexual relations or the organization of
LGB events in Venezuela.

See our LGB Travel Information page and section 6 of our Human Rights report for further details.

Travelers with Disabilities: The law in Venezuela prohibits discrimination against persons with
physical and mental disabilities, but the law is not enforced. Social acceptance of persons with
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disabilities in public is not as prevalent as in the United States. Expect accessibility to be limited in
public transportation, lodging, communication/information, and general infrastructure.
Accessibility is more prevalent in the capital city of Caracas than in the rest of the country.

The availability of rental, repair, and replacement parts for aids/equipment/devices as well as
service providers, such as sign language interpreters or personal assistants, is limited.

Students: See our Students Abroad page and FBI travel tips.

Women Travelers: See our travel tips for Women Travelers.

Travel to Venezuela no longer requires evidence of COVID-19 vaccination.For emergency services
in Venezuela, dial 171. Emergency numbers may not function, and travelers should be prepared to
make direct contact with the nearest police station to reach emergency services personnel.

Ambulance services are:

¢ not widely available, depending on the individual’s health insurance, training, and availability
of emergency responders may be below U.S. standards.

¢ unreliable in most areas.

¢ not equipped with state-of-the-art medical equipment.

Injured or seriously ill travelers may prefer to take a taxi or private vehicle to the nearest major
hospital rather than wait for an ambulance.

Direct emergency medical evacuation flights between thie United States and Venezuela are
notpossible.

We do not pay medical bills. Be aware thai U.S. Medicare/Medicaid does not apply overseas.
Most hospitals and doctors overseas do not accept U.S. health insurance.

Medical Insurance: Most care providers overseas only accept cash payments. See our

webpage for more information on insurance providers for overseas coverage. Visit the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Preventiot for more information on types of insurance you should consider
before you travel overseas.

e Make sure your health insurance plan provides coverage overseas. We strongly recommend
supplemental insurance to cover medical evacuation.

¢ Always carry your prescription medication in original packaging, along with your doctor’s
prescription.

¢ Before travelling to Venezuela with prescription medications, travelers should research
current Customs and Immigration restrictions in place at Venezuelan ports of entry.

Vaccinations: You must be up to date on all vaccinations recommended by the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. A Yellow Fever vaccination is required if coming from or transiting
for more than 12 hours through Brazil.

¢ Confirm you have all vaccinations recommended by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.
e Carry your International Certificate of Vaccination (or yellow card) with you upon arrival.

Health Facilities in General:

¢ Do not depend on health care facilities in Venezuela for medical care. Serious medical issues
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require costly medical evacuation complicated by restrictions on air travel to and from
Venezuela. Direct air evacuations to the United States are not possible.

¢ Public medical clinics lack basic resources and supplies, including soap and water. In recent
years, hospital infrastructure has deteriorated significantly, and medical staff are in short
supply. Patients frequently must supply their own water, medication, and medical
instruments to receive care.

e Adequate private health facilities are available in Caracas and other major cities, but health
care in rural areas is well below U.S. standards. Many private hospitals and clinics may be
overcrowded and may experience shortages of public utilities such as electricity and running
water.

e Some private hospitals and doctors require cash payment “up front” prior to service or
admission. Credit card payment and online transfers are sometimes available. If you cannot
provide an up-front payment, you may be referred to a public institution.

¢ Medical staff may speak little to no English.

¢ Generally, in public hospitals only minimal staff is available overnight. Consider hiring a
private nurse or having family spend the night with the patient, especially a minor child.

¢ Patients may be required to bear costs for transfer to or between hospitals.

¢ Psychological and psychiatric services are limited, even in the larger cities.

Medical Tourism and Elective Surgery:

¢ U.S. citizens have suffered serious complications or died during or after having cosmetic or
other elective surgery overseas.

* Visit the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website for information on medical
tourism, the risks of medical tourism, and what you can do to prepare before traveling to
Venezuela.

e We strongly recommend supplemental insi:rance to cover medical evacuation in the event of
unforeseen medical complications.

¢ Your legal options in case of malpractice are very limited in Venezuela.

Pharmaceuticals:

e Some medical supplies are unavailable in Venezuela, and you should not expect to find all
necessary medications iri Venezuela. Travelers should carry over the counter and prescription
drugs sufficient to cover the entire duration of their trips.

¢ Exercise caution when purchasing medication overseas. Pharmaceuticals, both over the
counter and requiring prescription in the United States, are often readily available for
purchase with little controls. Counterfeit medication is common and may prove to be
ineffective, the wrong strength, or contain dangerous ingredients. Medication should be
purchased in consultation with a medical professional and from reputable establishments.

¢ U.S. Customs and Border Protection and the Food and Drug Administration are responsible
for rules governing the transport of medication back to the United States. Medication
purchased abroad must meet their requirements to be legally brought back into the United
States. Medication should be for personal use and must be approved for usage in the United
States. Please visit the U.S. Customs and Border Protection and the Food and Drug
Administration websites for more information.

Assisted Reproductive Technology and Surrogacy :

o There is no legal framework for foreigners or same-sex couples to pursue surrogacy in
Venezuela. According to Venezuelan law, the birth mother of a child born in Venezuela is the
legal mother. Surrogacy agreements between foreign or same sex intending parents and
gestational mothers are not enforced by Venezuelan courts.
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e If you decide to pursue parenthood in Venezuela via assisted reproductive technology (ART)
with a gestational mother, be prepared for long and unexpected delays in documenting your
child’s citizenship. Be aware that individuals who attempt to circumvent local law risk
criminal prosecution.

¢ If you are considering traveling to Venezuela to have a child through use of assisted
reproductive technology (ART) or surrogacy, please see our ART and Surrogacy Abroad page.

Water Quality:

e Tap water is not potable, even in major cities. Bottled water and beverages are generally safe,
although you should be aware that many restaurants and hotels serve tap water unless bottled
water is specifically requested. Be aware that ice for drinks may be made using tap water.

¢ Expect frequent shortages in running water.

¢ Gastrointestinal illnesses such as severe diarrhea are common throughout the country.

Adventure Travel :

e Visit the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website for more information
about Adventure Travel.

General Health:
The following diseases are prevalent:

e COVID-19

¢ Dengue

e Zika

¢ Chikungunya

¢ Chagas Disease (Trypanosomiasis)
e Measles (Rubeloa)

e Malaria

¢ Leishmaniasis

e Schistosomiasis (Bilharzia)

e Travelers’ Diarrhea

The Ministry of Health has announced they will start an epidemiological plan at airports for those
travelers coming from countries where there is a confirmation of Mpox outbreak: "To enter the
country, they must report their health status and personal data in the epidemiological surveillance
form, for medical follow-up”.

e Use the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommended mosquito repellents
and sleep under insecticide-impregnated mosquito nets. Chemoprophylaxis is recommended
for all travelers even for short stays.

« Visit the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website for more information
about Resources for Travelers regarding specific issues in Venezuela.

Road Conditions and Safety:

¢ Avoid driving in Venezuela. If you do drive, drive defensively, as most drivers do not obey
rules.

¢ Do not drive at night outside major cities. Police and national guard checkpoints are
mandatory, and criminals often set up fake checkpoints during nighttime to rob or kidnap
victims.
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¢ Road damage is not clearly marked.

e Traffic jams are common within Caracas during most of the day and are frequently exploited
by criminals. Armed motorcycle gangs operate in traffic jams. Comply with demands as
victims may be killed for not complying.

¢ Do not use buses due to high levels of criminal activity.

¢ Venezuela experiences shortages in gasoline, and you should plan accordingly, especially
when travelling to distant or rural areas. Be aware that the quality of gasoline is not the same
as in the United States and may cause vehicle damage, requiring repairs and/or frequent
maintenance.

Traffic Laws:

¢ Child car seats and seatbelts are not required and are seldom available in rental cars and
taxis.

¢ Some Caracas municipalities have outlawed the use of handheld cell phones while driving.

¢ Stops at National Guard and local police checkpoints are mandatory. Follow all National
Guard instructions and be prepared to show vehicle and insurance papers and passports.
Vehicles may be searched.

Public Transportation: Subways, buses, trains, and other means of public transport in
Venezuela do not have the same safety standards as in the United States.

See our Road Safety page for more information.

Aviation Safety Oversight: The U.S. Federal Aviaticii Administration (FAA) has assessed that
Venezuela’s Civil Aviation Authority is not in compliance with International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) aviation safety standards for cversight of Venezuela’s air carrier operations.
Further information may be found on the FAA’s safety assessment page.

The U.S. Department of Transportation issned an order suspending all nonstop flights between the
United States and Venezuela. The Depariment of Homeland Security concluded that conditions in
Venezuela threaten the safety and secuority of passengers, aircraft, and crew traveling to or from that
country.

Due to risks to civil aviation cperating within or in the vicinity of Venezuela, the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) has issued a Notice to Air Missions (NOTAM) and/or a Special Federal
Aviation Regulation (SFAR). For more information, U.S. citizens should consult the Federal
Aviation Administration’s Prohibitions, Restrictions, and Notices. Emergency medical evacuation
flights between the United States and Venezuela may not be possible.

Maritime Travel:

Mariners should not travel to Venezuela. If transiting near Venezuelan maritime boundaries, check
for U.S. maritime advisories and alerts. Information may also be posted to the U.S. Coast Guard
homeport website, and the NGA broadcast warnings website.

We reiterate that the U.S. Department of State urges citizens not to travel to Venezuela or to
attempt to enter Venezuela without a visa.

Incidents of piracy off the coast of Venezuela remain a concern. Yachters should note that
anchoring offshore is not considered safe. Marinas, including those in Puerto la Cruz and Margarita
Island (Porlamar), provide only minimal security, and you should exercise a heightened level of
caution in Venezuelan waters.
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Introduction

This brief presents changes in Washington’s
immigrant population from 2010 to 2021.
We grouped the state’s population in four
categories: U.S.-born citizens, naturalized
citizens, legal immigrants and
undocumented immigrants. Our data source
is the Census Bureau’s American Community
Survey (ACS) 1-year Public Use Microdata
Sample files. Before we analyzed the ACS
data, we applied an adjustment to the data
to account for the underreport of Medicaid
population in the ACS beginning in 2014.1
Estimates for 2020 are not available due to
data quality issues that year in the ACS
because of national data collection
challenges during COVID-19.2

Our main findings

e Immigrant population has increased by
29% in Washington during 2010-21, with
a larger increase in the immigrant group
of naturalized citizens (37%). In 2021,
the total immigrant population was
1,149,000.

! For more information on our adjustment to the ACS, see

Shares of females in each immigrant
population group remained about the
same across the years, although the
shares varied cmong the groups,
between 40% and 60%.

While the share of adults 18-64 declined
in the U.S.-born citizen group to 58%, it
remained the same in the immigrant
groups (around 75% for naturalized
citizen group and legal immigrant group,
and 90% for the undocumented
immigrant group).

The share of individuals with Hispanic
origin had a gradual but steady increase
in the U.S.-born citizen group (8% to
12%). However, the undocumented
immigrant group share declined from
54% to 39%.

The shares of non-Hispanic white
population declined in the U.S.-born
citizen group (80% to 72%)3 and the
legal immigrant group (32% to 23%).

The shares of non-Hispanic Asians or
Pacific Islanders increased in the legal

https://ofm.wa.gov/sites/default/files/public/legacy/healthcare/healthcoverage/pdf/undercount medicaid.pdf.

2 For more information about data issues in the 2020 American Community Survey, see
https://ofm.wa.gov/sites/default/files/public/dataresearch/researchbriefs/brief106.pdf.

3 There is a strong reason to believe that large decline from 75.3% in 2019 to 71.5% in 2021 is mostly due to change
in the survey question adopted in 2021 ACS. See more details in the section “Non-Hispanic white.”
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immigrant group (27% to 36%) and the
undocumented immigrant group (27% to
43%).

In the adult population age 18-64, all
groups except the legal immigrant group
had increased shares with a 4-year
college degree or higher. The
undocumented immigrant group had the
largest change (22% to 47%).

For all groups, shares of adults 18-64
who were employed increased to the
highest point in 2019 (above 70%) and
then declined in 2021.

Shares of adults 18-64 in low-income
families (less than 200% of the federal
poverty level) declined in all groups,
particularly in the undocumented
immigrant group in which the share
dropped by half (56% to 28%).
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Immigrant population in 2010-21

Washington’s total population increased by
15% from 2010 to 2021 (7.7 million). At the

same time, U.S.-born citizen population
increased by 13% and the immigrant
population increased by 29%. Within the
immigrant population, the naturalized
citizen group had the largest increase, with
37%, while the legal immigrant group and
the undocumented immigrant group
increased by 20% and 23%.

U.S.-born citizens accounted for 86.7% of
the total population in 2010 and 85.1% in
2021. The shareof naturalized citizens
increased slightly from 6.1% to 7.3%. The
share of legai immigrants remained
unchanged essentially, at about 3.6%. The
share of undocumented immigrants also
remained unchanged, at about 3.8%.

Table 1. Washington population (in thousands) by immigration status: 2010-21

Immigration status

State total population 6,744 6,830 ¢&897 6,971 7,062 7,170 7,288 7,406 7,536 7,615 7,739 14.7%
U.S.-born citizen 5850 5,912 5985 6,027 6,132 6,191 6,269 6,339 6,426 6,483 6,589 12.6%
Immigrant 894 918 912 944 930 979 1,019 1,067 1,110 1,132 1,149 28.5%
Naturalized citizen 411 <414 428 439 429 464 483 515 542 532 563  37.0%
Legal immigrant 236 237 227 232 240 262 287 288 279 293 283 20.0%
Undocumented immigrant 247 268 257 274 261 254 249 264 289 307 304 22.6%
Figure 1. Percentage of total population by immigration status, 2010-21: Washington
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Changes in demographic
characteristics, 2010-21

Sex

There were no statistically significant
changes in the share of females within any
of the immigrant population groups from
2010 to 2021. However, across the groups,
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differences in the shares of females
persisted. For example, while the share of
females in the U.S.-born citizen group has
been slightly below 50%, the share in the
naturalized citizen group and legal
immigrant groups has been higher, in the
mid-50% and the share has been lower in
the undocumented immigrant group, in the
mid-40%.

Figure 2. Percentage of female in population groups by immigration status, 2010-21: Washington
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Children under 18

From 2010 to 2021, the share of children
under 18 declined in the U.S.-born citizen,
naturalized citizen and legal immigrant
groups. In the undocumented immigrant
group, the change in the share was not
significant. There were, however,
considerable differences across these four
groups in their shares of children under 18.
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The U.S.-born citizen group had the highest
share, above 25%. The share was lowest in
the naturalized citizen group, below 5% in all
years except 2010. In the legal immigrant
group, the share dropped from
approximately 20% to about 11%. Finally,
the share in the undocumented immigrant
group remained between 5% and 10% at all
times.
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Figure 3. Percentage of children under 18 in population groups by immigration status, 2010-21:
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share, at or slightly below 60%. The
undocumented immigrant group had the
highest share, around 90%. For the
naturalized citizen group and the legal
immigrant group, their shares were similar,
between 70% and 80%.

Figure 4. Percentage of adults 18-54 in population groups by immigration status, 2010-21:
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Adults 18-64
The only group that had a significant change
from 2010 to 2021 in the share of adults 18-
64 was the U.S.-born citizen group.
When the four groups’ shares are ranked,
the U.S.-born citizen group had the lowest
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Adults 65 and older

Washington’s population has been aging
over the past decade due to Baby Boomers
entering the retirement age. This
phenomenon manifested itself in the share
of adults 65 and older in the U.S.-born
citizens. This group’s increased from 12.5%
in 2010 to 16.6% in 2021. In all three
immigrant groups, although the share was
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higher in 2021 than in 2010, the change was
not statistically significant. Notable
differences existed in the shares when we
compared the four groups. The naturalized
citizen group had the highest share, about
20%, followed by the U.S.-born citizen group
(around 15%), the legal immigrant group
(around 10%) and the undocumented
immigrant group (around 2.5%).

Figure 5. Percentage of adults 65 and older in population groups by immigration status, 2010-21:
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Hispanic origin

Two groups, the U.S.-born citizen group and
the undocumented immigrant group, had
opposite trends in their shares of people
with Hispanic origin. The share in the U.S.-
born citizen group rose steadily while the
share in the undocumented immigrant
group had an overall decline. The shares in
the other two groups, naturalized citizen
group and legal immigrant group, show little
change over time. Despite the steady
increase, the share (around 10%) in the U.S.-
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born citizen was the lowest when we
compared all four groups. And despite the
declining trend from mid-50% to
approximately 40% in the undocumented
immigrant group, its share remained the
highest. The second highest share, between
30% and 35%, belonged to the legal
immigrant group. The naturalized citizen
group had the third highest share, around
15%. Note that in the U.S.-born citizen
group, the average annual change from
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2010 to 2019 was an increase of
approximately a quarter of a percent
(0.24%). However, from 2019 to 2021, the
average annual change was an increase of

slightly over half of a percent (0.55%), more

than twice the change in previous years.
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This change from 2019 to 2021 is partially
due to a change first implemented in 2020
in how the U.S. Census Bureau asked
race/ethnicity questions in the American
Community Survey.*

Figure 6. Percentage of people of Hispanic origin in population groups by immigration status,

2010-21: Washington
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Changes in the shares of nor-Hispanic
white persons are notabl=1n the U.S.-born
citizen group and the legal immigrant
group, with declines in both groups.
Changes in the other two groups were not
statistically significant. The change from
75.3% in 2019 to 71.5% in 2021 among
U.S.-born citizens was particularly large for
this group. However, this large change is
mostly the result of the change in how the
race questions were asked in the American
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Community Survey.” If we apply the
average annual decline from 2010 to 2019
to the 2020 and 2021 ACS for Washington,
we should expect the non-Hispanic white
share in the U.S.-born citizen group to be
approximately 74.4%. (This is true if we
assume the ACS race/ethnicity questions
did not change). In other words, it is
reasonable to attribute a nearly 3
percentage point decline (74.4%-71.5%) in
this group’s share to the change based on
how the race/ethnicity questions were
asked in the ACS.

4 For the change in the race/ethnicity questions, see https://www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/random-
samplings/2021/08/improvements-to-2020-census-race-hispanic-origin-question-designs.html.
3 See the previous note for details about the change in the race/ethnicity questions in the ACS.

Office of Financial Management

2018
2019
2020
2021

Immigrant



Percent

Case 2:25-cv-00127-JCC Document 106

Across the four groups, there was a large
variation in the share of non-Hispanic white
people. The U.S.-born citizen group had the
highest share. The naturalized citizen group
and the legal immigrant group had the second
highest shares. These two groups had shares
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ranging between 20% and 35% and there was
no statistical difference between these two
groups in any single year. The undocumented
immigrant group had the lowest share,
between 11% and 15%.

Figure 7. Percentage of non-Hispanic white in population groups by immigration status,

2010-21: Washington
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Non-Hispanic Asian and Pacific Islarider

The share of non-Hispanic Asians/Pacific
Islanders in the U.S.-born citizen group had a
gradual and steady increase during 2010-21.
However, the average annual increase in
2019-21 appeared to be much larger than
any previous year-to-year increase. The
larger increases in 2019-21 may be caused
by the change in the ACS questions on
race/ethnicity.

In the naturalized citizen group, there was no
apparent change. In the legal immigrant
group, there was an increase in 2013 and the
share afterwards remained at the increased
level. In the undocumented immigrant group,
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the increase started in 2014 and continued to
increase through 2021.

When compared across the four groups, the
share of non-Hispanic Asian/Pacific Islander
people was the highest in the naturalized
citizen group (more than 40%) and the
lowest in the U.S.-born citizen group (below
5%). In the remaining two groups, their
shares appear to be similar (between high
20% to mid-30%), except that the share in
the undocumented immigrant group
appeared to have a faster increase in recent
years than the share in the legal immigrant
group.
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Figure 8. Percentage of non-Hispanic Asian or Pacific Islander people in population groups by
immigration status, 2010-21: Washington

60
50 T — -
40 T r T+1
— _ TT - -
= 30
[}
(o)
—
7}
a 20
10
o TITTITITIT 1 .
o (o] <t (Yo} o0 o — m wn ~ (o)} — o o~ < o) o0 < i (42} n ~ [e)} i
— — — — — o i i i i i o i ) ) ) ) o ) ) ) ) i o
o ©o o o o o O O O © © © © o O o o /< o o o o o o
[V} [V} [V} o~ o~ o~ o~ o~ o~ o~ o~ o~ o~ o~ o~ o~ o~ N o~ o~ o~ o~ o~ o~
U.S.-born Citizen Naturalized Citizen Legal Immigrant Undocumented Immigrant

Office of Financial Management



Percent

Case 2:25-cv-00127-JCC Document 106

Changes in socio-economic
characteristics of adults 18-64
from 2010 to 2021

Education

The share of adults 18-64 years with a four-
year college degree or higher increased in
three of the four groups. The one with
inconclusive trend was the legal immigrant
group.

The highest share of the four groups was in
the naturalized citizen group and it
increased from 33% in 2010 to 43% in 2021.
The undocumented immigrant group, for
most of the years, had the lowest share.
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However, in the last few years, this group’s
share had a rather fast increase, so much
that it was tied statistically with the highest
share in the naturalized citizen group by
2021. Over time, this group’s share
increased from 22% to 47%. The share in the
legal immigrant group hovered around 30%,
which placed the group’s share between the
second lowest and the lowest. The U.S.-born
citizen group had a gradual yet steady
increase in its share (from below 30% to
35%) and its rank among the four groups
changed from the second highest to the
third highest.

Figure 9. Percentage of adults aged 18-64 with a 4-year colleg: degree or higher in population
groups by immigration status, 2010-21: Washington
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Employment

The share of adults 18-64 years who were
employed in each group showed an upward
trend from 2010 to 2019 and then a decline
from 2019 to 2021. The decline from 2019 to
2021 can be attributed to the COVID-19
pandemic because many businesses were
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recovering in 2021. For all four groups, the
share of the employed was at or above 60%.
However, the share in the naturalized citizen
group, between 75% and 80%, was
consistently the highest in all years, except in
2021. The group with the lowest share at all

2020
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times was the legal immigrant group, with a
share between 60% and 75%. The share of
the U.S.-born citizen group had a narrow
range, between 70% and 75%, with a ranking
of the second highest early on and the third
highest in the last few years. The group with
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the second highest share in the last few years
was the undocumented immigrant group. Its
share increased from 65% in 2010 to its
highest point of 78% in 2019 and then
dropped slightly to 76% in 2021.

Figure 10. Percentage of adults aged 18-64 who were employed in population groups by

immigration status, 2010-21: Washington
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Low income (family income below 200
percent of the federal poverty ievel)

The share of adults 18-64 with low income
dropped in all four groups from 2010 to
2021. In the legal immigrant group and the
undocumented immigrant group, there was
a slight increase from 2019 to 2021, but the
increase was not statistically significant for
either group. The shares in the U.S.-born
citizen group and the naturalized citizen
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group were quite similar, dropping from
high 20% to about 20%. Their shares were
much lower than the shares in the other two
groups, especially in earlier years. The
undocumented immigrant group had the
highest share in earlier years, at about 50%.
However, in the last two years, its share
dropped to a level similar to that of the legal
immigrant group, below 30%.
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Figure 11. Percentage with low family income (less than 200% of federal poverty level), adults
aged 18-64 by immigration status, 2010-21: Washington
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Changes in the demographic and socio-
economic characteristics of the
undocumented immigrants are worth
mention. In many cases, this group’s
changes were the most dramatic change
during 2010-21. In the earlvyears of this
period, the undocumented immigrants were
nearly all in the age range of 18-64, mostly
male, individuals of Hispanic origin, non-
white, and non-Asian/Pacific Islander. For
those in the age range of 18-64, few had a
4-year college degree and beyond and most
were in low-income, though the majority of
them were employed.

By the end of this period, although
undocumented immigrants continued to be
nearly all in the 18-64 age range, mostly
male and non-white, most of them were
now no longer of Hispanic origin. For those
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in the age range of 18-64, their share of
having a 4-year college degree and beyond
was approaching 50% and was the highest
of all groups in 2021. The proportion with
low-income dropped by half, the largest
decline of all groups. Their share of being
employed increased further and it was tied
with the highest share.

We did not attempt to determine the cause(s)
for the changes in the characteristics of the
undocumented immigrant population
because doing so requires data we do not
have and also requires a more complex
analysis. However, the higher employment
share, the dramatic increase in the share
holding a 4-year college degree and beyond,
and the dramatic decrease in the share of
low-income people appear to suggest that
current undocumented immigrants were
more likely to be here on expired temporary
documents (e.g., student visa and temporary
work visa) than in earlier years.
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Data source and notes
Data source

The original data source for this research
brief is the US Census Bureau’s American
Community Survey (ACS) 1-year Public Use
Microdata Sample files for 2010 to 2019 and
2021. The Health Care Research Center at
the Office of Financial Management
adjusted the ACS sample weights to correct
the undercount of Medicaid enrollment
found in ACS beginning in 2014.° This
adjustment may have resulted in minor
changes in estimates besides counts of
Medicaid enrollment. We based estimates
reported in this brief for 2014-20 and 2021
on the adjusted ACS data.

Immigrant status

This brief classifies Washington’s population
into four groups according to their
immigration statuses: U.S.-born citizen,
naturalized citizen, legal immigrant and
undocumented immigrant. U.S.-born ciiizen
and naturalized citizen are determined by
the citizenship and nativity data fieids in the
ACS. If a person is a citizen anc-was born
native, that person is classiiied as U.S.-born
citizen. A citizen reported to be a foreign-
born is classified as a naturalized citizen. The
remainder of the population are non-
citizens. The ACS does not have direct data
fields that can be used to classify a non-
citizen as either legal immigrant or
undocumented immigrant. To help make

6 See footnote 1.
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that distinction, we applied an algorithm
published in the journal of Labor Economics
by George Jo. Borjas to the ACS data.” The
Borjas algorithm uses existing information in
federal surveys such as the Current
Population Survey and the ACS to impute a
non-citizen’s legal status. Such information
includes their arrival in U.S. before 1980,
participation in public assistance programs,
employment in government positions,
veteran or person currently in armed forces,
etc. Surveys may have sampling and
response errors that may result in under-
report of non-citizens, probably more so of
undocumented immigrants. Estimates of the
non-citizen nopulations in this brief may
contain those errors. In addition, there may
be ari over-report of naturalized citizens in
this brief since people born outside the U.S.
but to parents who are U.S. citizens are
classified as “naturalized citizens” in the
brief’s analysis.

Missing income

The ACS data include a small number of
records that have no income information.
We excluded those records when we
calculated the percentage of population in
low income.

Statistical difference between estimates

The difference between two estimates is
considered statistically significant if their
95% confidence intervals of the two
estimates do not overlap.

7 Borjas, GJ. The Labor supply of undocumented immigrants. Labor Economics 46(2017):1-13.
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Appendixes

Table Al. Total population by immigration status (in percentage), Washington,
2010-19 and 2021

Immigration status

U.S.-born citizen 8.7 86.6 868 8.5 868 863 8.0 856 853 85.1 85.1
Naturalized citizen 6.1 6.1 6.2 6.3 6.1 6.5 6.6 7.0 7.2 7.0 7.3
Legal immigrant 3.5 3.5 3.3 3.3 3.4 3.6 3.9 3.9 3.7 3.9 3.7
Undocumented immigrant 3.7 3.9 3.7 3.9 3.7 3.5 3.4 3.6 3.8 4.0 3.9
Total population 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

Table A2. Demographic characteristics by Immigration status (in percentage), total population,
Washington, 2010-19 and 2021

Characteristic ~ Immigration Status

U.S.-born citizen 498 498 499 498 49.7 498 49.7 497 49.7 49.7 49.3

Naturalized citizen 559 547 551 558 551 551 545 556 548 544 54.4
Female Legal immigrant 568 564 545 547 547 539 550 534 526 552 52.8

Undocumented

immigrant 436 443 447 425 436 438,454 442 454 427 44.8

U.S.-born citizen 27.1 268 267 266 265 (254 262 262 260 26.0 25.6

Naturalized citizen 6.4 4.8 4.8 4.7 44 3.8 4.1 4.1 3.9 2.8 3.4
Age 0-17 Legal immigrant 195 165 144 159 143 128 151 143 13.3 113 11.4

Undocumented

immigrant 8.9 8.7 8.1 61 7.4 7.0 5.6 6.9 7.3 8.7 9.1

U.S.-born citizen 605 605 601 595 593 590 588 586 582 578 57.8

Naturalized citizen 741 757 7¢€5 758 754 76.0 741 744 740 744 75.4
Age 18-64 Legal immigrant 71.6 728 733 721 743 760 754 740 773 787 76.6

Undocumented

immigrant 89.6 89.7 90.0 927 899 905 922 904 908 893 88.5

U.S.-born citizen 125 127 133 138 142 146 150 152 157 16.2 16.6
Age 65 and Naturalized citizen 195 195 187 195 202 202 21.8 215 221 228 21.2
older Legal immigrant 89 107 123 120 115 11.2 95 116 94 101 12.0

Undocumented

immigrant 1.5 1.6 1.9 1.2 2.6 2.5 2.2 2.7 1.9 2.0 2.3

U.S.-born citizen 8.3 8.7 8.7 9.2 9.5 9.6 9.7 101 10.2 105 11.6

Naturalized citizen 145 145 151 144 145 1577 155 152 170 16.6 14.3
Hispanic Legal immigrant 333 310 342 293 348 350 348 346 319 321 34.0

Undocumented

immigrant 544 520 553 541 497 49.7 495 458 453 41.0 39.4

U.S.-born citizen 795 791 784 781 772 770 768 761 757 753 71.5
Non-Hispanic Naturalized citizen 309 300 321 303 298 295 284 299 273 271 27.7
white Legal immigrant 316 332 281 289 243 258 252 232 240 21.2 22.8

Undocumented

immigrant 154 129 141 132 146 116 119 11.8 108 129 14.1

U.S.-born citizen 33 3.3 35 35 3.6 35 3.8 3.8 4.0 4.0 4.3
Non-Hispanic ) -
Asian and Naturalized citizen 473 46.8 453 473 491 463 46.2 46.1 457 469 46.9
Pacific Legal immigrant 26.8 287 286 352 318 336 299 340 334 329 35.6
Islander Undocumented

immigrant 274 302 26.7 275 321 36.2 348 370 390 404 42.7
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Table A3. Education, employment and income by immigration status (in percentage): adults 18-64,
2010-19 and 2021

Characteristic Immigration status
U.S.-born citizen 288 29.1 29.1 299 30.1 303 316 320 32.7 328 34.7

4-year college ) -

education o Naturalized citizen 334 335 347 342 368 374 39.1 375 404 41.0 43.1

higher Legal immigrant 275 273 281 31.7 253 29.1 31.2 314 341 324 329
Undocumented immigrant 220 226 21.8 255 271 30.7 30.7 370 37.5 409 46.6
U.S.-born citizen 69.0 69.0 703 704 701 711 720 73.7 741 743 71.7

Employed Naturalized citizen 749 756 75.0 745 782 769 77.2 783 780 80.3 75.8
Legal immigrant 61.6 614 615 641 593 656 635 650 680 74.0 65.1
Undocumented immigrant 649 668 705 710 728 711 731 731 745 77.6 76.1

_ U.S.-born citizen 243 257 262 26.6 26.0 252 233 220 216 206 19.9

Low-income Naturalized citizen 252 283 256 27.6 23.8 265 223 197 208 193 19.2

(below 200% of

FPL) Legal immigrant 41.7 40.8 413 414 478 424 399 344 356 296 31.0
Undocumented immigrant 56.2 55.8 514 517 471 435 415 402 333 26.5 27.8
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EXHIBIT J
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| Franklin 591 704 738 781 T84 840 823 a0
General Fertility Rate per 1,000 wornat. (aged 15-44) Garfield 877 815 584 G63.2 78.8 527 33
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NR = Not Reliable. Rates are not reliable due to counts less than 17. ** = Suppression. Rates are suppressed when counts are between 1-9.
. For more information, please click on the landing page: https:/doh.wa.gov/data-and-statistical-reports/washington-tracking-network-wtn/birth-outcomes-data

HEALTH Citation: Washington State Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics, Birth Certificate Data, 2000-2022. Due to the current lack of Small

Area Data Estlmates from Offlce of Flnan0|al Management (OFM), the populatlon data used to calculate rates in this dashboard come from the
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