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 Pursuant to this Court’s notice, Dkt. 94, Judge Jefferson Griffin files this 

response in opposition to a motion for leave to file an amicus brief by “Schol-

ars of Democratic Backsliding,” Dkt. 85. 

 Judge Griffin did not contest other amicus briefs supporting Appellants, 

provided they were submitted by January 17, 2025. All other amici support-

ing Appellants agreed to that deadline, which provided Judge Griffin time 

to evaluate those briefs and address their arguments in his response brief 

due on January 22, 2025. 

 These proposed amici emailed counsel for Judge Griffin on January 16, 

2025, requesting consent to file an amicus brief. As with other proposed 

amici, Judge Griffin’s counsel responded that he would consent to the filing 

of the amicus brief so long as it was filed by January 17, 2025. 

 Because the Scholars chose not to move forward with the conditioned 

consent and instead waited nearly a week to file their brief, Judge Griffin 

had no opportunity to assess and respond to their proposed amicus brief in 

his response brief. Filed less than four hours before Judge Griffin’s response 

brief was due at midnight, the late submission left no meaningful oppor-

tunity for review, analysis, or response. 

 Judge Griffin thus respectfully requests that this Court deny the motion 

for leave to file an amicus brief.  
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Respectfully submitted. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that on January 23, 2025, this brief was served via CM/ECF on 

all registered counsel and transmitted to the Clerk of the Court. 

 
/s/ William T. Thompson 

 
 

William T. Thompson 
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CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE 

 Undersigned counsel certifies that this motion complies with Fed. R. 

App. P. 27(d)(2)(C), 32(a)(5), 32(g)(1), and Local Rule 27. 

 Dated: January 23, 2025 
/s/ William T. Thompson 

 
 

William T. Thompson 
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