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November.

In November, once again you get to vote for whichever of the four

the voters. Or: Do you want leadership representative of most of us, or
of just a few of us?
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Idaho open primary ballot initiative

EXHIBIT
N

reaches 50,000 signature milestone

Supporters hope to collect 100,000 signatures by the state’s May 1
deadline

BY: CLARK CORBIN - DECEMBER 15, 2023 4:30 AM

DOOO0BO

O Reclaim Idaho and Mormon Women for Ethical Government collect signatures before their
event announcing their combined efforts working on the Open Primary Initiative in Meridian on
October 7, 2023. (Otto Kitsinger for Idaho Capital Sun)

Organizers with Idahoans for Open Primaries announced
Wednesday the coalition has gathered more than 50,000 signatures
as part of its effort to qualify a ballot initiative for the November
2024 general election.

Idahoans for Open Primaries needs to gather signatures from about
63,000 registered Idaho voters and collect signatures from at least
6% of voters in 18 of Idaho’s 35 legislative districts by May 1.

https://idahocapitalsun.com/2023/12/15/idaho-open-primary-ballot-initiative-reaches-50000-signature-milestone/
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Idaho open primary ballot initiative reaches 50,000 signature milestone ¢ Idaho Capital Sun
The coalition is seeking to gather more than the minimum number
of signatures in case some signatures cannot be verified or are

invalid.

“Our coalition has set a goal of collecting 100,000 signatures before
submitting to the Secretary of State’s Office to be certified,”
Margaret Kinzel, one of the co-leaders of the Idaho Chapter of
Mormon Women for Ethical Government said in a written
statement. Along with Reclaim Idaho, which pushed for the
successful 2018 Medicaid expansion ballot initiative, Mormon
Women for Ethical Government is one of several groups supporting
the open primary ballot initiative.

“The fact that volunteers have already reached 50,000 signatures in
just four months is a testament to how passionate Idahoans are
about the prospect of an open primary,” Kinzel added

GET THE MORNING HEADLINES DELIVERED TO YOUR
INBOX O

&
o

How would the open primary izitiative work in Idaho?

A ballot initiative is a form of direct democracy where the voters of
Idaho decide at the ballot box whether to pass a proposed law -
rather than the Idaho Legislature.

The open primary ballot initiative would make changes to Idaho’s
primary and general elections if it qualifies for the ballot and at
least 50% of Idaho voters vote to pass it.

First, the initiative would replace Idaho’s closed party primary
elections with a single open primary election that all candidates and
voters would participate in, regardless of party affiliation. The top
four candidates in the primary election with the most votes would
all advance to the general election, regardless of party affiliation.

The ballot initiative would also transform Idaho’s general election
by creating ranked choice, or an instant runoff election system.
Under that system, voters would pick their favorite candidate and
then be able to rank the remaining candidates in order of
preference. The candidate receiving the fewest votes would be
eliminated, and the votes for that candidate would then be
transferred to the second choice candidate on each of those voters’

https://idahocapitalsun.com/2023/12/15/idaho-open-primary-ballot-initiative-reaches-50000-signature-milestone/
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ballots. That process would continue until there are two candidates
remaining, and the candidates with the most votes would be elected
the winner.

Under that system, Idahoans would only vote in the general election
once because their ranked choices on their ballots would determine
the instant runoff races.

Need to get in touch?
Have a news tip?

CONTACT US

Idaho has had a closed primary law in place sirce 2011, which
means that political parties don’t have to let voters who are not
affiliated with their political party vote in their primary elections.
The law also allows political parties i choose to open their primary
elections to other voters. During the most recent elections in 2022,
only the Democratic Party opened its primary election to other
voters. The Republican, Constitution Party and Libertarian primary
elections were all closed,; the Idaho Secretary of State’s Office
previously told the Idaho Capital Sun.

Supporters of the open primary initiative said their ballot initiative
will force polirical candidates to be accountable to a wider range of’
voters because all voters would be able to participate in primary
elections.

Opponents of the open primary initiative are led by Idaho
Republican Party Chairwoman Dorothy Moon and Idaho Attorney
General Raul Labrador, who have said the open primary initiative
would interject confusion into Idaho elections and benefit more
progressive candidates.

How is the open primary signature drive going?

The Idahoans for Open Primaries coalition has gained ground
steadily. Hundreds of volunteers have been canvassing
neighborhoods across the state carrying clipboards and using

https://idahocapitalsun.com/2023/12/15/idaho-open-primary-ballot-initiative-reaches-50000-signature-milestone/
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mobile phone apps loaded up with a database of registered voters’
names and addresses as they gather signatures.

Organizers launched their signature drive Aug. 19 after a legal
dispute with Labrador over the ballot titles that would be used to
identify the initiative.

By Oct. 11, the coalition had gathered 25,000 signatures, the Idaho
Capital Sun previously reported.

On Wednesday, organizers announced they had reached 50,000
signatures. Idahoans for Open Primaries also announced
Wednesday it had reached the 6% threshold in seven legislative
districts and had obtained more than half of the necessary
signatures in seven additional districts.

The coalition has until May 1 to turn in its signatures. if ballot
initiative qualifies for the November 2024 general eiection, it would
take a simple majority of voters to approve it.

.
SUPPORT NEWS YOU TRUST.
OC)

Q
&

REPUBLISH

Our stories may be republished online or in print under Creative Commons license CC BY-NC-ND
4.0. We ask that you edit only for style or to shorten, provide proper attribution and link to our
website. AP and Getty images may not be republished. Please see our republishing guidelines for use
of any other photos and graphics.

CLARK CORBIN & X

Idaho Capital Sun senior reporter Clark Corbin has more than a decade of
experience covering ldaho government and politics. He has covered every
Idaho legislative session since 2011 gavel-to-gavel. Prior to joining the
Idaho Capital Sun he reported for the Idaho Falls Post Register and Idaho
Education News. His reporting in Idaho has helped uncover a multimillion-
dollar investment scam and exposed inaccurate data that school districts
submitted to the state.
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Idaho Capital Sun is part of States Newsroom, the nation’s largest state-
focused nonprofit news organization.
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Get the Facts Join the Coalition Contact DONATE

"The right to vote is one of the most precious rights that Americans have. Every registered voter should have the right to weigh in on
choosing our leaders. Independents, including a lot of military veterans, have been excluded from having their say because of the closed

https://yesforopenprimaries.com 2/4
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Get the Facts Join the Coalition Contact DONATE

-Former Governor Butch Otter

See the full list of Republican community leaders endorsing the Open Primaries Initiative.

Idahoans for Open Primaries is a coalition of community groups and€)ic organizations that supports the Open Primaries ballot

initiative. O

The coalition includes the Veterans for Idaho Voters, Idahc@er of Mormon Women for Ethical Government, North Idaho
Women, the Hope Coalition, Reclaim Idaho, and Republ@ ‘or Open Primaries.

Would you like a member of the coalition to spea&@@)ur organization or group about the Open Primaries Initiative?

d@o
&

&

REQUEST A SPEAKER

The Open Primaries Initiative will give Idahoans more freedom and better leadership

https://yesforopenprimaries.com
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Get the Facts Join the Coalition Contact

Volunteer to help us pass the Open Primaries Initiative in November!

JOIN US

https://yesforopenprimaries.com 4/4
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