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. ,"';.; Idahoans for Open Primaries 

" ... the vote will not be a question of whether candidates will be chosen in 

open or closed primaries but whether candidates will be chosen in open 
primaries or by Idaho Republican Chair Dorothy Moon." 

-=-Idaho Statesman 

Ada County Republican Party committee resiqnations show need for open 
primaries I Opinion idahostatesman.com/opinion/letter... 

2,116 
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Id 

Have more choice and better elections with open primaries 
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~ Veterans for Idaho Voters (V41V) ·t~- • · · · 

~ Fact check: Idaho's primaries were open for 80 years until a small group of far 
right extremists sued to close them in 2011. 

Open and accessible *is* the Idaho Way 

/f' Maria Olsen Nate {i• II 
Remember when Otter was considered too conservative? 

Now he's out there supporting the destruction of our voting system. 

This initiative is more than just open primaries ... it's about ranked-choice ... 
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~ Idahoans for Open Primaries 
~ October 9 2023 • 0 

The Open Primaries 
ballot initiative is 

intended to restore 
Idaho's open electoral 

system and return 
political power to the 

people. 

@mwegidaho 

MNB'"J Mormon Women for Ethical Government - Idaho Chapter 
Oaober - 2023 • 0 

Today the Idaho chapter of Mormon Women for Ethical 
Government joins the Idahoans for Open Primaries coalition in 
supporting representative government through f ... See more 
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~ Veterans for Idaho Voters (V41V) t'~ 
\ii..•~-~ 
~ on damage done from closed primaries. Idaho is prominently 

featured 

For 80 years, until 2011, Idaho had open primaries 

True Idahoans support 

Closed primaries shut out millions of voters. divide Americans into ·warring 
camps' 
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~ Idahoans for Open P11imaries 
6 days ago• 0 

Front page of today's Post Regis er. 

Let's vote YES on o estab'lish open primaries and give power back to 
ti e people of Ida ho. 

Happy Independence Day! 

#idpol 

• • • r mar1e n 1a 
o ard 
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Reclaim Idaho 
July 7 Al 9;2-5 PM• 0 

Please take a moment to read this important column from Randy 
Stapilus: 

.. Idahoans can ensure choices aren't co-opted by a few .. 

• At the end of a long road to ballot qualification, Idahoans will ge to 
decide whe her all he voters, or only a tiny sliver of them, will pick the 
leaders of its government going forward. 

That's the core of what's really a simple proposition. There is no lack of 
efforts to confuse and distract, of course, from what he open 
primaries initiative actually would do; confusion and distraction are 
just about the best tools the opposition has. 

For example, this from an op-ed by Morgan McGill of the Idaho Family 
Policy Center (a pro-Republican group): 'Through open primaries, 
Democrats will slowly take greater control over Gem State politics as 
they build a coalition with more moderate or ·squishy' Republican 
candidates that can flip seats historically held by more conservative 
Republican candidates.' 

The sense of that falls apart when you recognize that the initiative 
would not change the people of Idaho or their candidates either. It 
simply would bring more people into he process of selecting their 
leaders. The only rational reason for opposing the initiative is if you 
think that's a bad idea, as a good many people in current state 
Republican leadership clearly do. 

So how does it work? 

There are two steps, one at the primary election, one at the general. 

At the primary, instead of a convoluted system of trying to figure out 
which Idaho voters can vote for what, !he anJ,¥5 would be-t!li.s 
Everyone (who is a qualified voter) get, r., 11~; :far ei/<'.rytrang;, for 
instance: If there are five people - sat UlrE'.e ,1.epUlbt;'atr.-<;, = 
Democrat and an independent - run~ing for the state Senate seat 
where you live, you vote for whichever one you prefer. When the votes 
are tallied, the four candidates who get the most votes go on to 
November. 

In November, once again you get to vote for whichever of the four 
you prefer - but you also can make another choice, if you want to: 
You can indicate the candida e who is your second choice Of your 1rst 
choice doesn't win), and your third choice (if neither of the top two 
come out on top). This is the ·ranked choice· system, the terminology 
of which has tangled a lot of understanding about what's really a 
pretty simple process. 

The idea is that a candidate should have to get more than half of the 
vote to be elected. (Many of Idaho's cities operate on his principle in 
their elections.and mayoral runoffs are not rare.) 

This would mean that he people who are supposed to be in charge in 
this state - the voters, all who choose to participate - would get a 
voice in selecting their leaders. As it is now, because of the convoluted 
system governing party elections, only a small fraction do. 

That's it. Nothing terribly hard to understand about it. 

Wha would be the effect? State Republican Chair Dorothy Moon 
wrote July 3, "In a winner-take-all election, he candidate with he 
most votes wins-the candidate that the most voters want. However, 
in an RCV election, the winner is the candidate a majority can tolerate. 
This shi s the focus, incentivizing candidates to avoid taking strong 
stands on issues." 

That's one way of putting it: A move toward leadership by the broadly 
acceptable rather than bit er extremes. Here's ano her: Wins under the 
open primary system would go to whoever has the most support 
among the mos voters - as opposed to On the curren setup) 
whoever gets the backing of a small in-group, often a tiny fraction of 
the voters. Or. Do you want leadership representative of most of us, or 
of just a few of us? 

Of course, looking ahead, all ·his depends too on the Idaho 
Legislature. Initiatives pass laws just as the legislature does, but just as 
no legislature can bind a later one, the legislature can change - or 
repeal complete!y- any initiative passed by the voters. G,ven how 
ltttle regard he Idaho legislature has had m recent years for he 
vo ers, he open primary law - ( v01ers co pass f - may have 
shaky Mure. 

In the m~n ,me, Idaho voter5 have a dec1s1on to ma e, about whethel 
they want to be respected as vital participants in a system of self­
governance. Or not· 

0 75 

rfJ Like 0 Comment 
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Sam Sandmire 
·Most of ldaho·s legislators are beneficiaries of the closed primary system and 

have no appetite to change it. But Idahoans can do so themselves. A voter 
initiative will likely be on the ballot this November. It proposes open 
primaries ...... 

-=-Idaho Statesman 

The closed Republican primary has bred growing extremism in Idaho. It 
can be stopped I Opinion idahostatesman.com/opinion/reader ... 
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Idaho Capital Sun•• 

-
Supporters hope to collect 100,000 signatures by the state's May 1 
deadline 

•••••• 

Organizers with Idahoans for Open Primaries announced 
Wednesday the coalition has gathered more than 50,000 signatures 
as part of its effort to qualify a ballot initiative for the November 
2024 general election. 

Idahoans for Open Primaries needs to gather signatures from about 
63,000 registered Idaho voters and collect signatures from at least 
6% of voters in 18 of Idaho's 35 legislative districts by May 1. 
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The coalition is seeking to gather more than the minimum number 
of signatures in case some signatures cannot be verified or are 
invalid. 

"Our coalition has set a goal of collecting 100,000 signatures before 
submitting to the Secretary of State's Office to be certified;' 
Margaret Kinzel, one of the co-leaders of the Idaho Chapter of 
Mormon Women for Ethical Government said in a written 
statement. Along with Reclaim Idaho, which pushed for the 
successful 2018 Medicaid expansion ballot initiative, Mormon 
Women for Ethical Government is one of several groups supporting 
the open primary ballot initiative. 

"The fact that volunteers have already reached 50,000 signatures in 
just four months is a testament to how passionate Idahoans are 
about the prospect of an open primary;' Kinzel added. 

A ballot initiative is a form of direct democracy where the voters of 
Idaho decide at the ballot box whether to pass a proposed law -
rather than the Idaho Legislature. 

The open primary ballot initiative would make changes to Idaho's 
primary and general elections if it qualifies for the ballot and at 
least 50% of Idaho voters vote to pass it. 

First, the initiative would replace Idaho's closed party primary 
elections with a single open primary election that all candidates and 
voters would participate in, regardless of party affiliation. The top 
four candidates in the primary election with the most votes would 
all advance to the general election, regardless of party affiliation. 

The ballot initiative would also transform Idaho's general election 
by creating ranked choice, or an instant runoff election system. 
Under that system, voters would pick their favorite candidate and 
then be able to rank the remaining candidates in order of 
preference. The candidate receiving the fewest votes would be 
eliminated, and the votes for that candidate would then be 
transferred to the second choice candidate on each of those voters' 
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ballots. That process would continue until there are two candidates 
remaining, and the candidates with the most votes would be elected 
the winner. 

Under that system, Idahoans would only vote in the general election 
once because their ranked choices on their ballots would determine 
the instant runoff races. 

CONTACT US 

Idaho has had a closed primary law in place since 2011, which 
means that political parties don't have to let voters who are not 
affiliated with their political party vote in their primary elections. 
The law also allows political parties to choose to open their primary 
elections to other voters. During the most recent elections in 2022, 
only the Democratic Party opened its primary election to other 
voters. The Republican, Constitution Party and Libertarian primary 
elections were all closed, the Idaho Secretary of State's Office 
previously told the Idaho Capital Sun. 

Supporters of the open primary initiative said their ballot initiative 
will force political candidates to be accountable to a wider range of 
voters because all voters would be able to participate in primary 
elections. 

Opponents of the open primary initiative are led by Idaho 
Republican Party Chairwoman Dorothy Moon and Idaho Attorney 
General Raul Labrador, who have said the open primary initiative 
would interject confusion into Idaho elections and benefit more 
progressive candidates. 

The Idahoans for Open Primaries coalition has gained ground 
steadily. Hundreds of volunteers have been canvassing 
neighborhoods across the state carrying clipboards and using 
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mobile phone apps loaded up with a database of registered voters' 
names and addresses as they gather signatures. 

Organizers launched their signature drive Aug. 19 after a legal 
dispute with Labrador over the ballot titles that would be used to 
identify the initiative. 

By Oct. 11, the coalition had gathered 25,000 signatures, the Idaho 
Capital Sun previously reported. 

On Wednesday, organizers announced they had reached 50,000 
signatures. Idahoans for Open Primaries also announced 
Wednesday it had reached the 6% threshold in seven legislative 
districts and had obtained more than half of the necessary 
signatures in seven additional districts. 

The coalition has until May 1 to turn in its signatures. If ballot 
initiative qualifies for the November 2024 general election, it would 
take a simple majority of voters to approve it. 

~creative ia:zmm ~commons. 
Our stories may be republished online or in print under Creative Commons license CC BY-NC-ND 
4. 0. We ask that you edit only for style or to shorten, provide proper attribution and link to our 
website. AP and Getty images may not be republished. Please see our republishing guidelines for use 
of any other photos and graphics. 
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7/19/24, 10:17 AM Idahoans for Open Primaries 

Our closed primaries prevent nearly 300,000 Idahoans from participating in 
some of our most important elections. 

• - • - •II·mlliil:lll:i!!!I 

First Name Last Name Email Address SIGN UP 

https:1/yesforopenprimaries.com 1/4 
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BIB YOU KNOW? 

VE TERAN s MORMON WOMEN FOP [THJCAl GOVEl~MENf 

FOR AAAIC.~ 
IDAHOVDTERS IYIVV~_j 
~ ---IDAHO 
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