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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COLE COUNTY, MISSOURI 
19TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

 
ELIZABETH DE LAPEROUSE, et al.  )  
       ) 
 Plaintiffs,     ) 
       ) 
v.        ) Case No.  24AC-CC05894   
       ) 
REPRESENTATIVE DEAN PLOCHER, et al. ) 
       ) 
 Defendants.     )  
        

JOINT STIPULATION OF FACTS AND EXHIBITS 

 The Parties stipulate to the following facts and exhibits. By agreeing to stipulate to 

these facts and exhibits, the Parties do not concede that such facts and exhibits are 

relevant or necessary for the Court to resolve this matter. The Parties have agreed not to 

object to the entry of these facts and exhibits into the record, reserving objections to 

relevance only. Matters contained in exhibits, but not expressly discussed in a stipulation 

are part of the record and may be cited by the Parties.  

1. Elizabeth de Laperouse is a resident of St. Louis, citizen of Missouri, and a 

registered voter.  

2. Eric Bronner is a resident of St. Louis, citizen of Missouri, and a registered 

voter.  

3. John R. Ashcroft is the Secretary of State of Missouri.  

4. Dean Plocher is the Speaker of the House.  

5. Caleb Rowden is the President Pro Tem of the Senate.  

6. Ben Brown is the State Senator for District 26 and the legislative sponsor of 

Senate Joint Resolution 78.  

7. The office of the Missouri Secretary of State is located in Cole County, 

Missouri, where Secretary Ashcroft principally performs his official duties.  
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8. The Missouri State Capitol Building is located in Cole County, Missouri, 

where Speaker Plocher, President Pro Tem Rowden, and Senator Brown principally 

perform their official duties.  

9. On May 17, 2024, the General Assembly truly agreed and finally passed 

Senate Joint Resolution 78 (“SJR 78”).  

10. A true and correct copy of the Truly Agreed to and Finally Passed Senate 

Substitute for Senate Joint Resolution 78 is attached as Exhibit A.  

11. On May 30, 2024, Speaker Plocher and Senate President Pro Tem Rowden 

signed SJR 78.  

12. On that same day, SJR 78 was delivered to the Secretary of State.  

13. The General Assembly adopted a summary statement for SJR 78, but did not 

draft a fiscal note.  

14. The summary statement for SJR 78 is: 

Shall the Missouri Constitution be amended to: 

 Make the Constitution consistent with state law 

by only allowing citizens of the United States to 

vote; 

 Prohibit the ranking of candidates by limiting 

voters to a single vote per candidate or issue; 

and 

 Require the plurality winner of a political party 

to be the single candidate at a general election? 

15. The Auditor prepared a fiscal note and fiscal note summary for SJR 78.  

16. The Secretary of State certified the official ballot title for SJR 78 on July 1, 

2024.  

17. A true and correct copy of the Certification of Official Ballot Title for SJR 

78 is attached as Exhibit B.  

18. The Secretary of State also prepared and certified Fair Ballot Language for 

SJR 78. 
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19. The Fair Ballot Language is: 

A “yes” vote will amend the Missouri Constitution to 
specify that only United States citizens are entitled to 
vote, voters shall only have a single vote for each 
candidate or issue, restrict any type of ranking of 
candidates for a particular office and require the 
person receiving the greatest number of votes at the 
primary election as a party candidate for an office 
shall be the only candidate for that party at the general 
election, and require the person receiving the greatest 
number of votes for each office at the general election 
shall be declared the winner.  This provision does not 
apply to any nonpartisan municipal election held in a 
city that had an ordinance in effect as of November 5, 
2024, that requires a preliminary election at which 
more than one candidate advances to a subsequent 
election. 

A “no” vote will not amend the Missouri Constitution 
to make any changes to how voters vote in primary 
and general elections. 

If passed, this measure will have no impact on taxes. 

20. SJR 78 is designated as Amendment 7.  

21. In November 2020, voters in St. Louis City passed Proposition D. 

Proposition D was incorporated into the St. Louis City Revised Code as Sections 2.08.450, 

2.08.460, 2.08.470, 2.08.480 and 2.08.490 

22.  A true and correct copy of those code sections is attached as Exhibit C.  

23. Due to the statutorily mandated compressed time frame of this litigation, the 

Parties hereby waive the requirements related to deadlines or notices for motions and 

hearings contained in the Missouri Supreme Court Rules, but agree that any party may 

request the Court to decide any issue concerning any such applicable deadlines, and further 
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agree that this matter may be submitted to the Court and ruled upon without additional 

pleadings.  

24. Notwithstanding any of the above, the Parties stipulate that this matter is 

governed by the deadlines established in Sections 116.190, RSMo and 115.127, RSMo.  

Respectfully submitted, 

STINSON LLP 

By: /s/ Alixandra S. Cossette   
Charles W. Hatfield, MO No. 40363  
Alixandra S. Cossette, MO No. 68114 
Greta M. Bax, MO No. 73354 
230 W. McCarty Street  
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101  
Phone: (573) 636-6263  
Facsimile: (573) 636-6231  
chuck.hatfield@stinson.com 
alix.cossette@stinson.com  
greta.bax@stinson.com  
 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
 
ANDREW BAILEY 
Missouri Attorney General 
/s/ Jason K. Lewis      
Jason K. Lewis, #66725 
General Counsel  
Samuel C. Freedlund, #73707 
Deputy Solicitor General 
Missouri Attorney General’s Office 
P.O. Box 861 
St. Louis, MO 63188 
Phone: 314-340-7832 
Jason.Lewis@ago.mo.gov 
Samuel.Freedlund@ago.mo.gov 
 
Attorneys for Defendants 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that on July 26, 2024, I electronically filed the foregoing with the 

Clerk of the Court using the Court’s eFiling system which sent notification of such filing 

to the counsel of record.  

      /s/ Alixandra S. Cossette     
      Attorney for Plaintiffs 
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