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IN THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
FOR THE EIGHTH CIRCUIT 

 

 
No. 25-1703 

 
Public Interest Legal Foundation, Inc., 

      Plaintiff-Appellant, 
v. 

Steve Simon, in his official capacity as the Secretary of State for the State of 
Minnesota, 

       Defendant-Appellee, 
v. 

United States of America, 
       Intervenor Defendant-Appellee. 

 

STATEMENT OF THE ISSUES 
 

 

 Pursuant to the Court’s briefing order, Plaintiff-Appellant Public Interest 

Legal Foundation identify the following issues to be raised on appeal: 

1. Did the District Court err when it decided that Congress needs no 

justification when it exercises its Elections Clause authority, U.S. Const. Art. 

I, § 4, cl. 1, to override the sovereignty of only some states? 

2. Whether Congress’s decision to exempt Minnesota from the transparency 

obligations of the National Voter Registration Act, 52 U.S.C. § 20507(i)(1), 
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is unconstitutional because (1) it treats states differently without 

justification, Shelby County v. Holder, 570 U.S. 529, 535 (2013), and (2) 

there is insufficient “congruence and proportionality between the injury to 

be prevented or remedied and the means adopted to that end,” City of Boerne 

v. Flores, 521 U.S. 507, 520 (1997)? 

3. Did the District Court err when it dismissed the Public Interest Legal 

Foundation’s complaint for failure to state a claim upon which relief can be 

granted pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 12(b)(6)? 

 

Dated: April 24, 2025.  

Respectfully submitted, 
  

 
   /s/ Kaylan Phillips    
Kaylan L. Phillips 
Noel H. Johnson 
Public Interest Legal Foundation, Inc. 
107 S. West Street, Suite 700 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
Tel. (703) 745-5870 
kphillips@PublicInterestLegal.org 
njohnson@PublicInterestLegal.org  
 
 
James V. F. Dickey  
Alexandra K. Howell  
Upper Midwest Law Center 
12600 Whitewater Drive, Suite 140 
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Minnetonka, MN 55343 
james.dickey@umlc.org 
allie.howell@umlc.org  
(612) 428-7000 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff-Appellant Public Interest Legal Foundation   
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that on April 24, 2025, I electronically filed the foregoing 

using the Court’s ECF system, which will serve notice on all registered users.  

 
  /s/ Kaylan Phillips  
Kaylan Phillips 
kphillips@publicinterestlegal.org 
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