
 
 

IN THE SUPREME COURT FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA 
  

  
LA QUEN NÁAY ELIZABETH MEDICINE 
CROW, AMBER LEE, and KEVIN MCGEE,  

Appellants,  
v.  
 

DIRECTOR CAROL BEECHER, in her official 
capacity, LT. GOVERNOR NANCY 
DAHLSTROM, in her official capacity, and the 
STATE OF ALASKA, DIVISION OF 
ELECTIONS,   

Appellees, 
v. 
 

DR. ARTHUR MATHIAS, PHILLIP IZON, and 
JAMIE R. DONLEY, 

Intervenor Appellees.  

  
  
  
  

 
 
Supreme Court Case No. S19182 
 
Superior Court Case No. 3AN-24-
05615CI 
  
  
  
  
  

 
ON APPEAL FROM THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA 

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT ANCHORAGE 
THE HONORABLE CHRISTINA A. RANKIN, PRESIDING 

 
MOTION FOR LEAVE TO FILE BRIEF  

AS AMICUS CURIAE IN SUPPORT OF APPELLANTS 

Thomas P. Amodio (AK#851l142) 
REEVES AMODIO LLC 
500 L Street, Suite 300 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
(907) 222-7104 
tom@reevesamodio.com 
 
Attorney for Amicus Alaska Federation of Natives 
 
Filed in the Alaska Supreme Court 
this ____ day of August 2024. 
 
Meredith Montgomery, Clerk 
 
By: ________________ 
       Deputy Clerk 
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Pursuant to Rule 212(c)(9) of the Alaska Rules of Appellate Procedure, the Alaska 

Federation of Natives (“AFN”), by and through undersigned counsel, respectfully requests 

that this Court grant it leave to file a brief as amicus curiae in support of Appellants in this 

matter. In accordance with Rule 212(c)(9), AFN is conditionally filing its amicus brief 

contemporaneously with this motion.  

AFN is a statewide, nonprofit organization representing hundreds of thousands of 

Alaska Natives—descendants of the original inhabitants of the State of Alaska. 

AFN’s mission is to enhance and promote the cultural, economic, and political voice of the 

entire Alaska Native community. The present lawsuit deals with whether a ballot measure, 

22AKHE, may be allowed to appear on the ballot for the 2024 general election. That ballot 

measure, in turn, would repeal in large part a law enacted through another recent ballot 

measure, Initiative 2, which created Alaska’s present system of open primaries and ranked-

choice voting. AFN has a strong interest in this matter because open primaries and ranked-

choice voting offer Alaska Natives a greater voice in government; more opportunities to 

run for public office and get elected; and an increased ability to express their true 

preferences at the ballot box.  

The ballot measure at issue here implicates significant public-policy issues of 

concern both for Natives and all Alaskans. AFN’s amicus brief surveys both the significant 

benefits that Initiative 2 has already provided to all Alaskans in just a few short years, as 

well as the many irregularities involved in the present attempt to repeal it. AFN submits 

that this information is highly relevant and may be of interest to the Court in rendering its 
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decision in this matter. Accordingly, AFN respectfully requests that this Court grant this 

motion and allow AFN to file the amicus brief in support of Appellants that is filed 

conditionally and contemporaneously here.  

 

 

Dated: August 5, 2024 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Thomas P. Amodio 
Thomas P. Amodio (AK#851l142) 
REEVES AMODIO LLC 
500 L Street, Suite 300 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
(907) 222-7104 
tom@reevesamodio.com 
 
Attorney for Amicus Alaska Federation of 
Natives 
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