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IN THE UNITED STATED DISTRICT COURT 

 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARIZONA 

 

State of Arizona, 

 

  Plaintiff, 

 

 v. 

 

Mark Meadows, 

 

  Defendant. 

 No. _________________________ 

 

 

NOTICE OF REMOVAL OF 

CRIMINAL PROSECUTION 

PURSUANT TO 28 U.S.C. §§1442 & 

1455 AND REQUEST FOR LEAVE TO 

FILE NOTICE BASED ON GOOD 

CAUSE  

 

 

 Defendant Mark R. Meadows, former Chief of Staff to the President of the 

United States, removes this proceeding from the Maricopa County Superior Court1 

(Case No. CR2024-006850-018, indictment dated April 23, 2024), insofar as it charges 

 
1 A true and correct copy of this pleading is being filed with Maricopa County Superior 

Court in Case No. CR2024-006850-018 concurrently with the filing of this Notice. 
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Mr. Meadows in each count of the 9-count indictment, to the United States District 

Court for the District of Arizona under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1442 & 1455 and hereby requests 

leave to file this Notice based on recent new Supreme Court authority clarifying the 

scope of immunity and other good cause articulated below. 

Mr. Meadows has the right to remove this matter because he has a federal 

defense of Supremacy Clause immunity to the State charge and Congress has provided 

that federal courts are the appropriate forum to adjudicate such issues. The conduct 

giving rise to the charges in the indictment all occurred during his tenure and as part of 

his service as White House Chief of Staff. In these circumstances, federal law provides 

for removal of a “criminal prosecution . . . commenced in a State court . . . against or 

directed to” a federal official, “in an official or individual capacity, for or relating to 

any act under color of [his] office.” 28 U.S.C. § 1442(a)(1). This Federal Officer 

Removal Statute “protect[s] the Federal Government from the interference with its 

operations that would ensue were a State able, for example, to arrest and bring to trial in 

a State court for an alleged offense against the law of the State, officers and agents of 

the Federal Government acting within the scope of their authority.” Watson v. Philip 

Morris Companies, Inc., 551 U.S. 142, 150 (2007) (cleaned up). 

The Maricopa County indictment squarely relates to Mr. Meadows’s conduct as 

Chief of Staff to the President. Nothing Mr. Meadows is alleged in the indictment to 

have done is criminal per se. Rather, it consists of allegations that he received (and 

occasionally responded to) messages from people who were trying to get ideas in front 

of President Trump or seeking to inform Mr. Meadows about the strategy and status of 

various legal efforts by the President’s campaign. Serving as the filter for the 

President’s time and attention is well within the Chief of Staff’s role. Indeed, it would 

be unusual if people did not reach out to the Chief of Staff on these matters or that a 

Chief of Staff would not be aware of these significant matters demanding the attention 

of the President. 
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In any event, these communications have far less to do with the interests of state 

law than, for example, murder charges that have been successfully removed. E.g., In Re 

Neagle, 135 U.S. 1, 71 (1890); Tennessee v. Davis, 100 U.S. 257, 260–62 (1879). This 

is precisely the kind of state interference in a federal official’s duties that the 

Supremacy Clause of the U.S. Constitution prohibits, and that the removal statute 

shields from adjudication in a state court. See Neagle, 135 U.S. at 76 (holding that a 

federal official carrying out his duties “is not liable to answer in the courts of [a 

State]”). 

Mr. Meadows intends to file a motion to dismiss the indictment pursuant to Rule 

12(b) of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure as soon as is feasible. Mr. Meadows 

respectfully requests that the Court “order an evidentiary hearing to be held promptly” 

and “dispos[e] of the prosecution as justice shall require.” 28 U.S.C. § 1455(b)(5). 

Here, justice requires the prompt dismissal of the charges against Mr. Meadows. At a 

minimum, in the meantime, federal law requires granting removal, which will halt the 

state-court proceedings against Mr. Meadows, see 28 U.S.C. § 1455(b)(5), while the 

motion to dismiss is resolved. 

I. This Court Has Jurisdiction, and Removal Is Warranted. 

Removal under § 1442(a)(1) is proper when a defendant shows (1) he is an 

officer within the meaning of the statute, (2) there is a “causal nexus” between the 

alleged conduct and his official duties, (3) and he can “assert a colorable federal 

defense.” DeFiore v. SOC LLC, 85 F.4th 546, 553 (9th Cir. 2023) (quotation omitted). 

The “causal nexus” test is “quite low,” Goncalves By & Through Goncalves v. Rady 

Children’s Hosp. San Diego, 865 F.3d 1237, 1244 (9th Cir. 2017), and derives from the 

statute’s requirement that the charged conduct be “for or relating to any act under color 

of . . . office.” 28 U.S.C. § 1442(a)(1). To meet this test, a defendant must show only 

that the charged conduct is “connected or associated with” his official duties. DeFiore, 

85 F.4th at 557 n.6. The requirement of showing a colorable federal defense is also 

quite low. The Supreme Court has “rejected a ‘narrow, grudging interpretation’ of the 
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statute” when “construing the colorable federal defense requirement.” Jefferson Cnty. v. 

Acker, 527 U.S. 423, 431 (1999). Thus, “an asserted federal defense is colorable unless 

it is immaterial and made solely for the purpose of obtaining jurisdiction or wholly 

insubstantial and frivolous.” Latiolais v. Huntington Ingalls, Inc., 951 F.3d 286, 297 

(5th Cir. 2020) (en banc) (quotations omitted). 

This matter—insofar as it relates to charges against Defendant Mark R. 

Meadows—arises directly from his service as Chief of Staff to the President. Mr. 

Meadows served in that role from March 31, 2020, until January 20, 2021. He was thus 

an “officer” within the meaning of § 1442(a)(1) when the conduct alleged in the 

indictment occurred.2 

The allegations giving rise to the indictment as it concerns Mr. Meadows 

occurred during Mr. Meadows’s tenure as White House Chief of Staff and are “for or 

relating to” that role. The indictment sets forth the following factual allegations (and 

only the following factual allegations) as they relate to Mr. Meadows3: 

• While Unindicted Coconspirator 1 himself was unwilling to 

accept that he lost the election, MEADOWS (018) had confided in a White House 

staff member in early November 2020 that Unindicted Coconspirator 1 had lost 

the election. Nevertheless, Unindicted Coconspirator 1 wanted to keep fighting 

the election results, and MEADOWS (018) wanted to “pull this off” for 

Unindicted Coconspirator 1. 

• The Trump Campaign next filed a suit on November 8, 2020, in 

Trump v. Hobbs, Maricopa County Superior Court No. CV2020-014248. The 

claims relating to the Presidential election were dismissed five days later because 

 
2 In another case arising from Mr. Meadows’s service as Chief of Staff to the President, 

the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit was the first and only court in 150 

years to hold that the Federal Officer Removal Statute does not allow removal by former 

officers. See State v. Meadows, 88 F.4th 1331 (11th Cir. 2023). That novel ruling—

which, of course, is not binding precedent in this Court—is flatly wrong and the subject 

of a forthcoming petition for writ of certiorari to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
3 See Attachment 2 (indictment). 
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the lawsuit would not have changed the outcome of the election. That prompted 

KELLI WARD (001) to text MEADOWS (018), “WTH,” and ask MEADOWS 

(018) “[a]re our lawyers in AZ afraid of being blackballed by the left,” and 

conclude “[i]t sounds like that’s a total cop out.” 

• GIULIANI (012), unindicted coconspirators, and others also tried 

to contact the Republican Supervisors. For example, an Arizona Congressional 

Representative sent a text message to MEADOWS (018) on November 8, 2020, 

that he had “placed some calls to the board of supervisors without connecting so 

far,” later writing, “I can give you some idea what’s going on with the county 

supervisors.” KELLI WARD (001) sent MEADOWS (018) a text message on 

November 13, 2020, “Just talked to POTUS. He may call the Chairman of the 

Maricopa Board of Supervisors,” who was then Clint Hickman. Hickman later 

received a call from the White House Switchboard on New Year’s Eve, but he did 

not answer. 

• As an example, the then-United States Secretary of Energy texted 

MEADOWS (018) on November 4, 2020, “HERE”s an AGRESSIVE 

STRATEGY: Why can’t the states of GA NC PENN and other R controlled state 

houses declare this is BS (where conflicts and election not called that night) and 

just send their own electors to vote and have it go to the SCOTUS.” 

• Similarly, MEADOWS (018) received a text on November 5, 2020, 

that Unindicted Coconspirator 1 should “urge GOP officials in close states to 

expose shenanigans and, if necessary, to refuse to seat Biden electors in the event 

of a fake count.” That same day, Unindicted Coconspirator 1’s son texted 

MEADOWS (018) a more developed plan revolving around the electors: “It’s 

very simple If through our lawsuits and recounts the Secretary of States on each 

state cannot ‘certify’ that states vote the State Assemblies can step in and vote to 

put forward the electoral slate Republicans control Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, 

Michigan, North Carolina etc. we get Trump electors.” 
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• An Arizona Congressional Representative similarly texted 

MEADOWS (018) on November 6, 2020: “I’m sure you have heard of this 

proposal. It is to encourage the state legislatures to appoint a look doors [sic] in 

the various states where there’s been shenanigans. If I understand right most of 

those states have Republican Legislature’s [sic]. It seems to be comport with 

glorified [sic] Bush as well as the Constitution. And, well highly controversial, it 

can’t be much more controversial than the lunacy that were sitting out there now. 

And It would be pretty difficult because he would take governors and legislators 

with collective will and backbone to do that. Is anybody on the team researching 

and considering lobbying for that?” 

MEADOWS (018) responded, “I love it.” 

• The memo eventually made its way to members of the Trump 

Campaign, some who questioned Unindicted Coconspirator 4’s plan to have the 

Republican electors vote in all six listed states. With the exception of Wisconsin 

and possibly Georgia, they concluded that there were no pending lawsuits that 

could change the outcome of the election in the remaining six states. Trump 

Campaign officials also had general concerns about GIULIANI’s (012) efforts. 

For example, Advisor Jason Miller wrote MEADOWS (018) on December 6, 

2020, “[a]ll guidance appreciated, as the legal turf war thing is new to me!” 

The charged conduct comprises acts taken by Mr. Meadows, whether in an 

individual or official capacity, under color of his role as Chief of Staff to the President 

of the United States. See 28 U.S.C. § 1442(a)(1). 

As is apparent on the face of the indictment, Mr. Meadows received messages 

from a number of individuals as part of his official duties as Chief of Staff given his 

proximity to the President. The indictment, as it relates to Mr. Meadows, consists 

almost entirely of allegations that he received and occasionally responded to messages 

from people who were trying to get those ideas in front of President Trump or seeking 

to inform Mr. Meadows about the strategy and status of various campaign efforts. 
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Indeed, it is readily apparent that the text messages Mr. Meadows received were sent to 

him because he was the Chief of Staff to the President. The senders were seeking to get 

their message to the President through Mr. Meadows, to persuade the President’s 

closest senior advisor, or simply to keep Mr. Meadows apprised of what was 

happening. When those messages hit Mr. Meadows’s phone, none of them forced him 

out of his role as Chief of Staff to the President. To the contrary, fielding that sort of 

incoming from people who want the President’s attention or to influence his decision-

making is squarely within the Chief of Staff’s responsibilities. Even assuming that the 

proposals being suggested to Mr. Meadows were illegal under state law, that is all the 

more reason why it would be appropriate for the Chief of Staff to be aware of them. 

Only by being aware of such proposals could the Chief of Staff ensure that the 

President is getting sound advice to combat any unsound advice he may be receiving. 

Finally, Mr. Meadows has colorable defenses to the charges in this Arizona 

indictment that arise under federal law, including a federal immunity defense under the 

Supremacy Clause of the Federal Constitution. See U.S. Const., Art. VI, cl. 2; In Re 

Neagle, 135 U.S. 1, 57 (1890); Idaho v. Horiuchi, 253 F.3d 359, 365 (9th Cir. 2001), 

vacated as moot, 266 F.3d 979 (9th Cir. 2001); Clifton v. Cox, 549 F.2d 722, 726 (9th 

Cir. 1977).  

For purposes of removal under 28 U.S.C. § 1442(a)(1), it is enough that the 

defendant has a “plausible” federal defense to the charges against him. Latiolais, 951 

F.3d at 297. Here, the charges against Mr. Meadows far exceed that low threshold. 

Indeed, as explained below, it is clear from the face of the indictment that the charges 

against Mr. Meadows should be dismissed under the Supremacy Clause. But for 

purposes of removal, the Court need not make that determination. Mr. Meadows is 

entitled to remove this action to federal court because the charges against him plausibly 

give rise to a federal defense based on his role at all relevant times as the White House 

Chief of Staff to the President of the United States. 
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II. This Notice Satisfies the Procedural Requirements of 28 U.S.C. § 1455. 

Mr. Meadows seeks to remove this proceeding at an early stage, well “before 

trial,” and while he did not immediately remove within 30 days of arraignment, there is 

“good cause” for the Court to grant leave to remove it now. 28 U.S.C. § 1455(b)(1). Mr. 

Meadows, through counsel, pursued an effort to convince the State that it should not 

pursue the charges against Mr. Meadows. While those efforts have not been successful 

to date, they reflect an effort to resolve the matter promptly without the need to resort to 

removal. 

Moreover, Mr. Meadows and counsel awaited the Supreme Court’s recent 

decision in Trump v. United States, 144 S. Ct. 2312 (2024), as it could, and now does 

bear on the immunity issue in this matter. The Court’s ruling strongly articulates the 

importance of robust immunity for the President of the United States. While that 

decision addresses a former President’s immunity from federal prosecution, its 

reasoning further bolsters the case for immunity from state prosecution for the 

President and his seniormost advisors. It also underscores the importance of the Federal 

Officer Removal Statute, which Congress enacted to vindicate those same Supremacy 

Clause interests. 

 Mr. Meadows also readily meets the remaining procedural requirements for 

removal. The grounds for removal are set forth herein. See 28 U.S.C. § 1455(b)(2). This 

notice is filed in the district and division within which is prosecution is pending, it is 

signed by counsel pursuant to Rule 11 of the Civil Rules, and it contains a short and 

plain statement of the grounds for removal. See id. § 1455(a). This notice also includes 

as an attachment the publicly filed indictment, which sets forth the charges against Mr. 

Meadows and other defendants.  

III. The Court Should Promptly Hold an Evidentiary Hearing, Grant Removal, 

and Notify the State Court. 

The filing of this notice does not automatically stay the state court proceedings 

against Mr. Meadows, “except that a judgment of conviction shall not be entered” while 

this notice remains pending. Id. § 1455(b)(3). Mr. Meadows respectfully asks that the 
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Court promptly hold an evidentiary hearing, grant removal, and notify the state court so 

as to halt any further state-court proceedings against him. See id. § 1455(b)(5). Section 

1455(b)(5) provides that, if the Court “does not order the summary remand of [a 

removed] prosecution”—which would be wholly unjustified here—then “it shall order 

an evidentiary hearing to be held promptly and, after such hearing, shall make 

disposition of the prosecution as justice shall require.” Id. 

Mr. Meadows respectfully submits that the most just disposition is for the 

charges against him to be promptly dismissed pursuant to the Supremacy Clause. The 

basis for that conclusion is apparent from the facts of the case and the face of the 

indictment, and Mr. Meadows will submit a separate motion to dismiss which more 

fully sets forth the facts and the law supporting dismissal. But as an initial step, justice 

requires granting removal and halting any further state-court proceedings against Mr. 

Meadows. That will allow for the timely consideration of Mr. Meadows’s defenses, 

including his federal defense under the Supremacy Clause, without requiring him to 

defend himself in state court simultaneously. 

The Supremacy Clause provides that “[t]his Constitution, and the Laws of the 

United States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof . . . shall be the supreme Law 

of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, anything in the 

constitution or laws of any state to the contrary notwithstanding.” U.S. Const., Art. VI, 

cl. 2. The Supreme Court has long interpreted the Supremacy Clause to provide federal 

officials “immunity from suit” involving state charges in order to “protect[] federal 

operations from the chilling effect of state prosecution.” New York v. Tanella, 374 F.3d 

141, 147 (2nd Cir. 2004); see generally In Re Neagle, 135 U.S. 1 (1890); Tennessee v. 

Davis, 100 U.S. 257 (1879). States are thus broadly prohibited from bringing “suits 

under state law against federal officials carrying out their executive duties.” Kordash v. 

United States, 51 F.4th 1289, 1293 (11th Cir. 2022). 

A federal official is entitled to immunity if he “‘was authorized to do [what he 

did] by the law of the United States,’” if “‘it was his duty to do [it] as [an officer] of the 
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United States,’” and if “‘in doing that act he did no more than what was necessary and 

proper for him to do.’” Denson, 574 F.3d at 1347 (quoting Neagle, 135 U.S. at 57) 

(alterations in original). Courts unanimously agree that federal authority under Neagle 

is a question of the official’s general role and authority, not specific authorization for 

the conduct that allegedly constitutes a criminal act.4 As the Ninth Circuit has 

explained: 

[T]he fact that a petitioner is not required by law or by direction of his 

superiors to act as he did is not controlling because “the same 

considerations which underlie the recognition of the privilege as to 

acts done in connection with a mandatory duty apply with equal force 

to discretionary acts at those levels of government where the concept 

of duty encompasses the sound exercise of discretionary authority.” 

Clifton, 549 F.2d at 726–27 (quoting Barr v. Matteo, 360 U.S. 564, 575 (1959)). 

Here, it is unmistakably clear that the indictment charges Mr. Meadows with 

alleged state crimes based on acts he took as Chief of Staff to the President of the 

United States and in the course of his duties in the position. See generally supra Part I. 

Indeed, this court is in the unusual position of having Mr. Meadows’s testimony under 

oath in a separate federal court proceeding, which explains (in detail) his role as White 

House Chief of Staff and why communications like those alleged in the indictment 

 
4 See Tanella, 374 F.3d at 147 (“No one disputes that Tanella was acting in his capacity 

as a federal DEA Agent when he shot Dewgard.”); Kleinert, 855 F.3d at 317 (“With 

probable cause of two federal felonies, Kleinert was authorized to arrest Jackson under 21 

U.S.C. § 878.”); Long, 837 F.2d at 745 (“[E]ven though an agent exceeds his express 

authority, he does not necessarily act outside of the authority conferred by the laws of the 

United States.”); Clifton, 549 F.2d at 728 (“[E]ven though his acts may have exceeded his 

express authority, this did not necessarily strip petitioner of his lawful power to act under 

the scope of authority given to him under the laws of the United States.”); Livingston, 

443 F.3d at 1227–28 (“The question is not whether federal law expressly authorizes 

violation of state law, but whether the federal official’s conduct was reasonably necessary 

for the performance of his duties.”); Baucom, 677 F.2d at 1350 (“In Neagle, it was held 

that the necessary authority could be derived from the general scope of the officer’s 

duties.”). 
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would naturally have been routed to Mr. Meadows in that role.5 He is therefore entitled 

to immunity from suit under the Supremacy Clause. 

While dismissal of the charges against Mr. Meadows is ultimately the 

“disposition of the prosecution [which] justice shall require,” 28 U.S.C. § 1455(b)(5), 

the first step is for the Court to accept removal promptly in order to stay the state-court 

proceedings against Mr. Meadows. By statute, the Court is directed “promptly” to 

consider whether to accept removal, see 28 U.S.C. § 1455(b)(5), and whenever the 

court “determines that removal shall be permitted, it shall so notify the State court . . . 

which shall proceed no further,” id. § 1455(c). Mr. Meadows’s entitlement to removal 

is clear and does not turn on any disputed facts. The standard for removal, moreover, is 

even easier to meet than the standard for asserting a substantive federal defense. See 

Latiolais, 951 F.3d at 297 (explaining that removal under § 1442 was proper where the 

defendant’s federal defense was “plausible”). 

Prompt acceptance is also important to stay the state-court proceedings. The 

Supremacy Clause provides “immunity from suit rather than a mere shield against 

liability.” Tanella, 374 F.3d at 147. The issue should be “decided early in the 

proceedings so as to avoid requiring a federal officer to run the gauntlet of standing trial 

and having to wait until later to have the immunity issue decided.” Id. (cleaned up). 

Requiring Mr. Meadows to litigate his defenses in parallel in state court would inflict 

the very injury that Supremacy Clause immunity protects against—both for Mr. 

Meadows’s own sake and for the sake of other federal officials who might be chilled by 

the prospect of their own state-court prosecution. 

 

 

// 

// 

 
5 See Exhibit A, Attached (Transcript of Evidentiary Proceedings, ECF No. 65, State of 

Georgia v. Meadows, Case No. 1:23-cv-03621-SCJ (N.D. Ga. Aug. 28, 2023)). 
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* * * 

The Court should grant Mr. Meadows leave to file this Notice and promptly 

accept removal.  

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED on July 26, 2024. 

     MITCHELL | STEIN | CAREY | CHAPMAN, PC 

     By: /s/ Anne Chapman                  

Anne Chapman 

 Lee Stein  

 Kathleen E. Brody 

 George J. Terwilliger III* 

 * Pro Hac Vice  

 

Attorneys for Defendant Mark Meadows 

 

 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I hereby certify that on July 26, 2024, I electronically transmitted the attached 

Notice of Removal with the Clerk of the Court using the CM/ECF System, which will 

send notification of filing to all registered parties. 

 

 

  

 Peggy McClellan 
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(HELD IN OPEN COURT AT 10 A.M.)

THE COURT:  Good morning.  You-all can be seated.  

I hope everybody had a nice, cool weekend.  We're 

getting ready to start today.  

Let me say this, a couple of logistic matters.  If 

you-all have a seat in the courtroom right now, you have a 

seat for the entire day.  If you're with the media and if 

you're sitting there, you have a seat there for the entire 

day.  If you're sitting out in the audience, you have a seat 

there for the entire day.  

Here's why I'm saying this.  We're probably not going 

to finish before lunch.  We're probably going to have some 

breaks.  You don't have to sit there saying, if I leave my 

seat, I can't get in again.  That's not a problem.  

We're going to try to proceed as orderly and 

cautiously as possible.  Again, if you have a seat in the 

courtroom now, you have that seat all day long.  Okay?  

Second matter.  It is to me vitally important that 

the public knows what goes on in this courtroom.  The 

courtroom belongs to the public, not to the judges, not to the 

lawyers.  And it is very important to me that the public hear 

what's going on and be notified what's going on and being 

involved in what's going on.  

However, it's also important to me that courtroom 

decorum is adhered to and followed.  I need you-all in the 
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public to be as quite as possible, to be as courteous as 

possible, and let the lawyers do their jobs.  I do not want to 

be put in a situation where I have to say to one of the 

marshals remove that person from the courtroom.  I want to 

concentrate on what these individuals are saying.  It is 

vitally important to Mr. Meadows and vitally important to the 

State of Georgia that I hear everything.  Now, I'm saying this 

because I know I'm not going to have any problem whatsoever.  

However, I need to say it.  Okay?

Now, what's going to happen in a moment, Ms. Wright 

is going to call the case for the day.  Once the case is 

called, the lead attorney for each side will stand up and 

introduce themselves and then they will introduce whoever is 

with them today.  And after that, I will give you-all further 

instructions.  

Ms. Wright, you can call the case for the day. 

THE DEPUTY CLERK:  Yes, sir.  The Court calls the 

State of Georgia v. Mark Randall Meadows, Civil Action No. 

1:23-CV-3621-SCJ.  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Good morning, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  Good morning.

MR. TERWILLIGER:  George Terwilliger from McGuire 

Woods for Mr. Meadows.  With me this morning are my 

colleagues, Michael Francisco and John Moran.  And in the 

back, from left to right, Robert Bittman, Francis Aul, Emily 
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Kelley, and Joseph Englert.  And, of course, this is 

Mr. Meadows. 

THE COURT:  Good morning to everyone. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Good to see you-all. 

MR. WAKEFORD:  Good morning, Your Honor.  I'm Donald 

Wakeford and along with my colleagues here, we represent the 

State of Georgia.  I'm joined at the counsel table by Anna 

Cross, special prosecutor, and Nathan Wade, special 

prosecutor.  Behind me here we have Deputy District Attorney 

Will Wooten and Deputy District Attorney Daysha Young. 

THE COURT:  Good morning to each one of you-all.

Now, on August 13, 2023, a grand jury of Fulton 

County returned a 41-count indictment against 19 individuals, 

one of those individuals is Mr. Mark Meadows.  Mr. Meadows is 

charged in Count One and Twenty-eight of the indictment.  

In Count One Mr. Meadows is charged with violation of 

Georgia's RICO Act under 16-14-4(c).  And in Count 

Twenty-eight he is charged with solicitation and violation of 

oath of a public officer for unlawfully soliciting or 

requesting the Georgia Secretary of State, Brad Raffensperger, 

a public officer, to engage in conduct constituting a federal 

offense of violation of oath of public office.  

Now, August 15, Mr. Meadows by and through his 

attorneys, filed a motion with this Court to remove the case 
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from the Superior Court of Fulton County to the United States 

District Court for the Northern District of Georgia.  

On August the 16th of this year, this Court reviewed 

the motion and determined that some of the reprimand was not 

going to happen, and this Court denied summary remand and 

decided that an evidentiary hearing would need to be held on 

this case under 

28 U.S.C. 1455.  The Court entered that order on August 16, 

2023, setting up an evidentiary hearing for today, August 28, 

2023.  

The State of Georgia, by and through Fani Willis, 

United States District Attorney for Fulton County, filed a 

response on August 23, 2023, asking that the case remain in 

the Fulton County Superior Court.  A reply brief was filed on 

August 25 by Mr. Meadows asking that the case remain here.

Now, to have this case remain in the United States 

District Court for the Northern District of Georgia, 

Mr. Meadows, by and through his attorneys, have the burden of 

showing this Court three matters:  

One, he was an officer or any person acting under an 

officer of the United States; 

Two, he is facing criminal charges for or relating to 

any act under color of such office; 

And, three, that he has raised or will raise a 

plausible federal defense.  
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Now, Mr. Meadows indicated through his briefs that he 

meets all three requirements:  That he is a federal officer; 

that his action as Chief of Staff for then President Donald 

Trump was part of his duties; and there was a causal 

connection between his jobs and what he was doing at the time.  

And he's indicated through the supremacy clause that 

he has three defenses:  

One is the supremacy clause defense.  He's also 

indicated through the 1st and 14th Amendment that he has a 

defense.  

The State of Georgia represented by District Attorney 

Fani Willis disputes that, says there is no casual connection 

between his job as Chief of Staff and what he was doing 

through any of the 14 acts that are alleged in the indictment.  

In particular, the act of calling Secretary of State Brad 

Raffensperger at the time and arranging a call in which it is 

alleged -- and the Court puts at this time, there is no 

evidence in front of this Court of anything -- that it is 

alleged that then President Donald Trump requested the 

Secretary of State to remove 11,780 votes.  There's also an 

allegation dealing with Mr. Meadows coming to Cobb County to 

watch a vote count. 

They also allege under the Hatch Act that 

Mr. Meadows' job did not allow him to be involved in political 

activity and, therefore, no casual connection, and, therefore, 
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this case should remain in the Fulton County Superior Court.  

And that brings us here today.  

With that stated, the Court thinks I have a pretty 

good idea of what this case is about.  However, if either 

party wishes to make an opening statements, I will give you 

ten minutes for an opening statement, followed by evidence 

from Mr. Meadows, followed by evidence from the State.  At the 

close of all the evidence, each side will have 30 minutes for 

closing arguments.  

Any questions about the procedure coming from 

Mr. Meadows?  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  No, thank you, Your Honor.  And 

we'll save the argument for after we present evidence. 

THE COURT:  A wise attorney.  

Any question about procedure coming from the State?  

MR. WAKEFORD:  No questions, Your Honor.  And I'm 

picking up what you're putting down, and I will stay quiet as 

well. 

THE COURT:  Another wise attorney.  I've always been 

told when you pick up what the Judge is trying to tell you, 

that tells the Judge I'm dealing with wise attorneys.  

With that stated, you may proceed with your case.   

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Thank you very much, Your Honor.  

I assume you'd like us to work from the podium?  

THE COURT:  Yes, sir.  Yes, sir.  You can talk from 
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the podium or from the ELMO system there. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Thank you, Your Honor.  

Your Honor, we call Mr. Mark Meadows to the stand.  

THE COURT:  Mr. Meadows, you can come up.  

Good morning, Mr. Meadows.  If you will remain 

standing, Ms. Wright is going to administer an oath to you. 

******

 MARK RANDALL MEADOWS,

having been duly sworn, testified as follows:

******

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. TERWILLIGER:

Q. Sir, would you please state your full name and tell the 

Court where you currently reside.

A. Mark Randall Meadows, and I live in Sunset, South 

Carolina.

Q. Mr. Meadows, did there come a time in your professional 

life when you were in public service positions? 

A. Yes, sir, there was. 

Q. Would you please briefly describe what those positions 

were and what periods of time?

A. In January of 2013, I was sworn in as a member of 

Congress to represent the Eleventh District of North Carolina, 

a position that I continued to represent for the better part 

of four terms.  In March of 2020, I left that position, 
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resigned that position to be the Chief of Staff for President 

Trump and remained in that position until January 20th of 

2021. 

Q. In that position as Chief of Staff, were you a 

commissioned officer of the United States? 

A. Yes, sir, I was. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  May I approach with an exhibit, 

Your Honor?  

THE COURT:  Yes, sir.  Have you-all seen this 

exhibit?

MS. CROSS:  No, Your Honor.  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  We'll give it to them. 

THE COURT:  Well, let them see it before you hand it 

to Mr. Meadows.  Let the State see it.

MS. CROSS:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  You may proceed, sir. 

BY MR. TERWILLIGER:

Q. Do you recognize that document, Mr. Meadows? 

A. Yes, sir, I do. 

Q. Could you just tell the Court briefly what it is? 

A. It looks like a photocopy of the commission that 

appointed me as assistant to the President and Chief of Staff, 

signed by Donald Trump.  And it looks like signed by the 

Secretary of State Mr. Pompeo. 

Q. What size is the original commission? 
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A. It's probably about that -- that big.  I mean, it's -- 

it's ceremonial, and it's framed on my wall.  But too big -- 

well, I guess not too big to bring in here, but it would have 

been very difficult. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Your Honor, we would move the 

admission of Exhibit 1, unless there's an objection. 

THE COURT:  Any objections?  

MS. CROSS:  No objection, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  It's admitted without objection. 

(Government's Exhibit 1 was received and marked into 

evidence.) 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Thank you for that.  

BY MR. TERWILLIGER:  

Q. Mr. Meadows, first I'd like to ask you some questions 

about your role as Chief of Staff in general.  

Approximately how long did you serve as Chief of Staff? 

A. I served from the end of March of 2020 until January -- 

noon, January 2021.  So about ten months or so. 

Q. And if you could, would you give the Court an idea of 

what the atmospherics were like working in the White House as 

Chief of Staff?  What your working hours were, you know, in 

general, who you dealt with, what you did, and those sorts of 

things? 

A. I don't know that I was really fully prepared.  I don't 

know that anybody that's not done the job is ever fully 
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prepared for what would happen.  It was -- it was a 24-hour, 

7-day-a-week kind of job.  I can tell you my -- if this would 

be appropriate -- kind of just what my schedule was. 

Q. Please.  

A. So I would normally try to get to the office between 7 

and 7:30 in the morning.  And as I got there, I would get my 

-- my security daily presidential briefing with CIA and others 

about threats to the United States.  I would try to get caught 

up on as many to-dos that I could get done prior to the 

President coming down from the residence.  

Once the President would come down from the residence, I 

was on call and oftentimes would be called in the oval on a 

minute's notice.  

Beyond that, you know, meeting with cabinet members, 

meeting with elected officials, meeting with state officials, 

meeting with business leaders, meeting with staff, trying to 

manage the staff.  It was a very broad responsibility.  I 

would work trying to set -- set up all of the meetings making 

sure that everything flowed.  

Candidly, trying to catch-up on what things that the 

President might be addressing that was not part of our to-do 

for that day.  And in addition to that, would stay generally 

until the President would go up to the residence between 7 and 

8 or 9 o'clock.  

From there, would drive to the apartment, making phone 
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calls, returning phone calls, and trying to finish up on 

things that I didn't have the time to do.  

Those were challenging times, bluntly.  COVID had just 

hit, and what would normally be your schedule got -- really 

set a different priority because people's lives were at risk. 

Q. You mentioned and your commission indicates you're the 

Chief of Staff.  Did you formally have another title? 

A. Well, most of the time they called me chief, but Chief of 

Staff.  But it was actually assistant to the President and 

Chief of Staff would be the official commission.  And so, 

broadly, my function was to oversee all the federal operations 

-- not just in the West Wing, but more broadly than that. 

Q. You mentioned in your description the staff, quote, 

unquote.  Could you explain to the Court what constitutes the 

Executive Office of the President? 

A. Well, the Executive Office of the President is not just 

the West Wing.  I know a lot of people just see it as the -- 

the West Wing from TV and things like that, but it would not 

be just that, that group of people.  

The executive, they called it EOP.  You would have either 

an EOP e-mail address -- so we had the Eisenhower Building 

that was opposite of west -- west of that as well.  And so you 

had a very broad staff that was -- in addition to just the 

core people that were there in the West Wing, you would have 

people in the Eisenhower Building.  And then you had a variety 
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of -- of cabinet members that were dispersed throughout the 

country. 

Q. And other than the President, who is the senior official 

in charge of the Executive Office of the President? 

A. That would have been me, sir. 

Q. You mentioned the President and coming down.  How often 

in a given day, if you can quantify it this way, might you see 

the President over the course of a day or a week or a month, 

for that matter? 

A. Well, perhaps, it's best just on a daily basis.  I mean, 

multiple times during the day.  So it was less so on weekends, 

even though I would be in the office the majority of the 

weekends.  Less so on weekends.  But certainly during the day, 

by multiple -- you know, it could be a dozen to 20 or 30, I 

mean, and that's on a daily basis.  But hundreds if not 

thousands of times over a monthly basis. 

Q. And did you have formal working hours in your role as 

Chief of Staff? 

A. 24/7.  You know, not -- I don't -- you mean clock in, 

like, at 7 or out at 11?  No, sir, I didn't. 

Q. And as Chief of Staff, were you ever given leave?  Did 

you have a vacation schedule that you were entitled to or 

anything of that sort?

A. When -- when I took the job, I told the President that I 

had one particular prepaid vacation of sorts, that ended up 
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not being much of a vacation, but that my kids had given me 

for our 40th wedding anniversary.  And that I had to be away 

on one weekend for my daughter's wedding. 

Q. I guess what I was trying to get at is, as civil servants 

who have allocated leave in a given year, keep a time sheet 

and are entitled to take a certain number of hours or days, 

did you have that? 

A. No, sir.  If I did, I was not aware of it. 

Q. Did your job ever take you outside of the White House 

complex and the West Wing?

A. Yes, often.  I mean, I would travel -- I would travel 

with the President.  I would travel to meet with members in 

Congress up on Capitol Hill.  I mentioned COVID earlier, there 

were a number of trips up to Capitol Hill when we were 

negotiating relief, but yes. 

Q. Without getting into anything that might be classified, 

was there any requirement with your position that you had to 

fulfill in connection with presidential travel? 

A. Yes.  I mean, to not get into anything classified, I 

think it's pretty well-known that -- that the Chief of Staff 

or his designee has to travel with -- with the President 

whenever he travels along with the military aid.  And 

obviously we don't know -- there's threats daily to the 

American citizens in this great country, and you never know 

when those threats are going to come in.  And so you have to 
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travel.  

Q. You mentioned a couple of times in your description of 

the job in general, Mr. Meadows, meetings.  Could you be more 

specific and talk about what kinds of meetings you would 

attend, where they would be, with whom they might be, and why 

you -- you might be there?  

A. So -- a variety of meetings, but -- but to try to be 

specific for the Court, for Your Honor, I would be invited to 

almost every meeting that the President was having, whether it 

was as a principal or whether it was as an observer.  Part of 

my job was to not only be aware of everything that was going 

on or try to be aware of everything, which ended up being a 

much more difficult task than I could ever, ever imagine, but 

trying to be aware of everything that was going on even if I 

was not a principal in that particular meeting.  

So, you know, the types of meetings, many times the 

President would have meetings with cabinet members, certainly 

as it dealt with military operations, national security 

issues, policy issues, policy discussions.  Some on executive 

orders -- less so on executive orders.  

I would actually be meeting oftentimes with -- with 

people that were trying to get in -- in to see the President.  

So instead of actually seeing the President, they would -- 

they would see me as the next best thing -- which, you know, 

seeing the President is here (indicating), and, you know, Mark 
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Meadows is way down here.  But they felt like if they couldn't 

get to the President, they could get to me and that was 

getting his ear.  

You know, one thing that comes to mind, if you don't mind 

me sharing, sir -- excuse me, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  I answer to everything.  Sometimes it's 

even worse at home. 

THE WITNESS:  Me, too.  

I can remember one, the Secretary of Agriculture 

called me because I had a previous relationship from North 

Carolina.  He was the Secretary of Agriculture from North 

Carolina.  He said, Mark, we're about to have a crisis of no 

protein, no chicken, no pork, no beef because of COVID, 

everything that's happening.  You know, you need to make sure 

that the President understands that this is -- you know, 

people will starve.  

And I trusted this individual even though I, you 

know, only knew him on a professional basis.  And then we 

ended up very quickly putting together a group of people that 

worked on both poultry, swine, and beef, in terms of trying to 

make sure that -- that all of that came together.  

So setting that -- that call up was, basically -- 

started with an informal -- one of those informal 

conversations between the Secretary of Agriculture, Mr. 

Troxler, and me, that ended up with industry leaders where we 

Case 2:24-cv-02063-JJT   Document 1   Filed 08/14/24   Page 30 of 308

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT - OFFICIAL CERTIFIED TRANSCRIPT

18

were actually trying to make sure that we address it and did 

address it.  

It's one of the things that honestly didn't get 

reported on that much.  You know, it fortunately was one of 

the crises that we averted.  During a COVID meeting with 

airline executives, because they were concerned that they were 

all going bankrupt because nobody was flying, obviously, and 

so we would bring them in.  They actually -- I met with most 

of those in the Roosevelt Room -- talking about everything 

from prescription drug policies, bringing in doctors, and 

industry leaders there.  So a variety of -- maybe I've gone on 

way too much, but just trying to give some specifics. 

BY MR. TERWILLIGER:  

Q. So just sticking with meetings for a minute.  You said 

sometimes -- I believe you said, the record will reflect, 

sometimes you were a participant, sometimes you were more an 

observer.  Could you sharpen that distinction a little bit?  

And at whose discretion would you either be -- so I'm asking 

you two questions -- would you either be at a meeting or not?  

So tell us a little bit about what you mean by the distinction 

between participant or principal and observer, and then why 

would you -- what would control whether or not you went to a 

given meeting or not? 

A. Well, the first part of that is a principal versus just 

an observer.  Oftentimes as a principal you would come in, you 
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might have a particular position, whether it was three or four 

cabinet members, you were talking about a particular issue.  

So what -- a lot of times I would come in and say, all right, 

well, we've got the Secretary of Agriculture who thinks that 

we need to do this, the Secretary of Energy thinks we need to 

do this.  Set the plate, try to show the pros and cons of both 

of their arguments so that some resolution could be made.  So 

that would be more as a principal.  

If the President was having meetings, again, I was copied 

on certainly setting up the schedule.  The scheduler was right 

outside of my complex.  So the West Wing has the Oval Office 

kind of over here, there's a long hallway, the Chief of Staff 

is on the other corner.  And so outside of my office is the 

scheduler, executive assistants, Deputy Chief of Staff.  So 

the scheduler is there working that.  

So I would be aware of the President's schedule.  There's 

always a demand on the President's schedule.  Part of me being 

there as an observer is -- was to try to move meetings along.  

The President would have -- would spend more time talking to 

people than was ever on the schedule.  And so trying to, you 

know, do the wrap-up and -- and bring things to a close where 

there was an action item there.  

The other is to be generally aware of what's going on.  

So a lot of times the meetings asked for were getting so I 

could give the President advice, either in private or in the 
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meeting.  Most often, Your Honor, that advice would be more 

one-on-one after the meeting; you know, if I was an observer 

and not a principal, where, you know, here's some concerns as 

I dealt with that.  But really it was about me trying to be 

aware.  You know, you play offense and defense, and I found 

myself on defense a whole lot with things coming at me that 

came from a million different directions.  

And so the President had a style that was such that, you 

know, he would ask you about any given topic.  You know, the 

topic could be on withdrawal from Afghanistan, which is one of 

the things that was there while we were there.  But he might 

ask about three or four different other topics in that 

particular meeting.  So it's trying to understand what was 

going on and be aware of that. 

Q. The second part of my question -- which I thank you for 

that -- I'll repeat.  Was did somebody set a schedule, the 

President or otherwise, for what meetings you would attend or 

not or was that up to you?

A. Oftentimes, that was -- was up to me.  I was certainly 

welcome at all kinds of meetings.  If I was a principal, 

certainly I had to be there, but on a lot of the others, I 

would make a very quick pop in, see if things were going -- 

and, bluntly, see if there was someone there who could, you 

know, wrap-up a meeting, basically bring the meeting to a 

close.  
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There were times when, bluntly, I would get a call from 

the Outer Oval.  And, Your Honor, again, you had the Oval and 

then in the Outer Oval, right outside of there was two 

executive assistants, a Deputy Chief of Staff, and that was 

between that and the cabinet room.  

And so that Outer Oval, you know, they could hear a lot 

more that was going on.  And so sometimes it was a meeting 

that I wasn't planning to attend, and then all of a sudden I'd 

get a call and they'd say, you know, you may want to get down 

here.  You know, there are some issues that will have to be 

addressed. 

Q. Before we leave meetings, just to make sure we're being 

clear and complete, you've mentioned meeting with members of 

Congress, other executive branch officials.  You alluded to 

some outside parties such as airline executives.  Did you ever 

meet with state or local government officials from outside of 

the federal establishment? 

A. Yes, certainly.  Oftentimes, we would met with state 

officials on a variety of topics, and would do that pretty 

regularly.  You know, some of the highest profile state 

officials that I can recall would be the Governor of New York, 

the Governor of New Jersey, the Governor of Texas, and meeting 

with some of their -- their cabinet officials or elected 

officials as well.  Yes, sir. 

Q. Turning to communications, what part of your job involved 
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communications that you were involved in?  And could you, 

again, like you did with meetings, kind of give the Court an 

overview of what kind of communications came with your role as 

Chief of Staff? 

A. So communications, like --

Q. All forms.  

A. All forms, okay.  

So we had, obviously, a press secretary and 

communications director.  We had a deputy communications 

director, one of which would sit close to my office.  

But in terms of all of the communication that was going 

out, there were daily presidential briefings.  When I got 

there as Chief of Staff, they hadn't done briefings like -- 

you know, like President Biden is having briefings at the 

White House.  Those had not been done in a while.  We started 

those back up.  

Similar to, Your Honor, what you said, the people had the 

right to know.  And so in -- in doing that, you know, I was 

intimately involved in a number of those, setting those 

functions in place.  

Communications in terms of going out personally and 

getting updates in terms of -- at the White House, they have 

what we commonly refer to -- if this is too much detail, I'm 

sorry.  

THE COURT:  No, I have a question. 
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THE WITNESS:  Yes.  Yes, sir.  

THE COURT:  When the person went out and got 

information, how did you do it?  If you got something -- you 

said you personally went out.  Tell me more about that. 

THE WITNESS:  So oftentimes what would happen is 

there would be a question where we would actually have a 

particular issue.  So let me pick COVID, because COVID seemed 

to dominate at that particular point.

I would actually reach out to the FDA in terms of 

some of the progress they were making.  I would reach out to 

HHS in terms of some of the progress they were making there.  

And so communicating that.  There was a big interaction with 

state officials and certainly with the American people because 

of the relief packages that had been approved by Congress. 

THE COURT:  Excuse me for interrupting.  

THE WITNESS:  No, no.  

THE COURT:  What kind of communications did you make 

with state officials?  

THE WITNESS:  I beg your pardon?  

THE COURT:  What type of communications did you make 

with state official, governors?  

THE WITNESS:  So all types.  So governors, state 

legislators, secretaries of -- of ag, like I mentioned with 

Mr. Troxler.  We would deal with a number of them on FEMA 

issues as well.  So as you probably recall, you know, 
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everybody was looking for federal aid because of -- and so my 

interaction with state officials got probably a lot more.  

And one of the nuances is FEMA approval, it actually 

goes through the National Security Advisor.  Makes no sense to 

me, but it made sense to somebody at some point.  And so the 

National Security Advisor actually had the other corner office 

just down from mine.  And so we would actually interact with 

them as well.  

And so it could be a variety -- again, a lot of those 

state officials were just looking for access to the President.  

There were times when I felt like my phone number was 

plastered all over every bathroom wall in America.  I mean, it 

just -- phone calls kept coming.  

But to that point, having that communication, we 

would try to go out and make sure the American people knew 

what was coming.  One of the big ones was when we had 

approved, you know, billions of dollars for relief.  We would 

start getting calls from, well, the relief is not getting to 

this hospital or it's not getting to that hospital.  

My communication with members of Congress elevated 

because they were all looking at their own constituency, and 

rightfully so, both Republican and Democrat.  And there was an 

area out on -- in front of the White House, we refer to it as 

Pebble Beach, only because there are a lot of pebbles, but if 

you see a picture of the White House where, you know, 
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reporters are there, that's commonly referred to Pebble Beach.  

So from time to time, I would go out there and 

actually talk to reporters.  There's always a pool of 

reporters at the White House to make sure we got the message 

out. 

THE COURT:  Thank you.  And I'm sorry.  

THE WITNESS:  No, no, very insightful question.  

THE COURT:  I'm sorry to interrupt your line of 

questioning. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Not at all, Your Honor.  Please, 

any time.  We want you to know what you believe you need to 

know.  Thank you for that. 

BY MR. TERWILLIGER:  

Q. In talking about communications, you mentioned telephone 

calls.  I assume you also communicated by other means?

A. Yes.  I mean, I think everybody knows text messages, but 

not -- you know, in-person meetings.  We would have telephone 

text message and, certainly, individual meetings. 

Q. So in terms of text messages, I think it probably is 

true, as you say, everybody knows that you had a lot of text 

messages that, for example, wound up with the January 6th 

committee in the House of Representatives.

Tell the Court a little bit about your receiving text 

messages, particularly, frankly, in the post-election period 

and how they got to you, what they were about, and what was 
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your protocol, if any, for handling them.

A. Well, there were more than I could handle.  I mean, I had 

all kinds of incoming from everywhere.  What I tried to do is, 

you know, give a courteous response, regardless of the merits 

of what was being asked or not.  Give a courteous response.  

Some of those I would just leave as not doing anything with. 

Q. Can you think of an example of that? 

A. There were so many.  Yeah.  Yeah.  You know, I think 

there's -- there was a couple recommendations of what the -- 

are we talking pre or post -- 

Q. Either way.  I'm trying to give the Court a flavor of 

what the incoming was and what you did with it.  

A. Yeah.  So there would be a lot of recommendations in 

terms of, you know, what we should do on a particular policy; 

engaging in withdrawal from Afghanistan was one of those.  

There were a number of people that believed that we ought to 

increase our troop levels in Afghanistan.  The President had 

already made a pretty clear decision on that.  

And so, you know, I don't know that I got text messages 

on that, but certainly phone calls on that subject.  And would 

not follow up on that mainly because the President had already 

made a decision on which -- which way to go there.  

You know, that being said, you know, if the question came 

up, you know, are people with us 100 percent on this, we would 

say, no, we're still hearing from individuals that believe 
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that we need to ramp up our support -- some of which were on 

Capitol Hill. 

Q. You also communicated by e-mail, I presume.  Did you have 

an e-mail address? 

A. Yes.  Both -- both personal e-mail and a White House 

e-mail. 

Q. Obviously, 2020 was an election year when you came into 

the job.  Did you -- what -- what aspects of your job as Chief 

of Staff intersected with political matters?  And it might be 

useful -- well, let me just ask that first.  

A. So a lot of them.  I mean, everything from the policies 

that you're considering, executive orders at your decision.  

There's, you know, certainly a political component to all of 

that.  

You know, in an election year there's always a demand for 

the President's time.  I think the campaign team, they would 

like 100 percent of his time.  You know, for me, trying to 

make sure that not only we were addressing the official duties 

of -- of the country, but trying to allocate that time.  So 

there was a large intersection where you would intersect with 

those individuals as well.  

Politically, the things that you're doing, what are the 

priorities?  Do you send -- one, you know, do you send a 

direct check to the American people?  Is that going to be 

viewed positively or negatively?  And largely, positively, you 
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know, people -- people were hurting.  I mean, people were 

really hurting.  And so -- so there was a political component 

to -- to certainly everything that we did. 

Q. Let me direct your attention specifically to the period 

after the November Election Day and the Inauguration in 

January.

Was -- what things -- leaving the election matters aside 

for a moment, what other things, if any, occupied your 

attention and/or matters?  I think you just said priority for 

the administration.  What was going on? 

A. Well, in those last, you know, 60 days or so, you know, 

bluntly, I know we are here today on an issue that seems like 

that that was the, you know, the top paramount issue.  But for 

me, it was not.  There was all kinds of things that we were 

having to get done. 

Q. Could you give some examples? 

A. Yeah.  I mean, so I mentioned Afghanistan withdrawal.  

That was one of those we were still working on.  There was 

national security threats.  We continued to have threats that 

were real.  There was trying to not only get the -- the last 

package of COVID relief out the door, you know, I think that 

didn't come to a screeching halt because of the political 

implications, both would it be seen as positive or -- not from 

our standpoint, we were pushing, but I think Capitol Hill 

didn't want that to get done.  So those ramped up.  So we were 
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actually working on trying to get the final relief there.  

There was the National Defense Authorization Act that was 

coming up that had to get done as well.  And Mr. Mnuchin and I 

-- excuse me -- Secretary Mnuchin and I were intimately 

involved in trying to make sure that we got at-home tests for 

COVID.  

One of the things that we felt like was, is that it would 

give confidence to people being able to get back to work.  And 

so, you know, we originally told -- you know, having, you 

know, an at home -- and what I refer to as kind of like a 

pregnancy test, where you can take it at home.  And, you know, 

the same we wanted for COVID.  And so he and I were in ways 

myopically focused on that, trying to get that done.  

There was pardons and -- and executive orders that the 

President wanted to get done.  It actually had a vetting 

process.  So when you do an executive order, it actually goes 

through a number of different processes before it ever gets 

seen by the President.  It may start with an idea, but it goes 

through a process where you have principals that weigh in.  

And ultimately the staff secretary is the one that drafts it 

up before it -- so all of that was there, in addition to a 

peaceful transfer of power, there was a transition that -- 

that, you know, we had to start and address.  

You know, getting a secure place from -- where at that 

point President Elect Biden could actually review some of the 
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national security threats that we were getting and making sure 

that he was getting his briefings and still working with 

Mr. Klain who was ultimately his Chief of Staff at the time. 

Q. Again, without going into classified -- any classified 

information, did there come a time where you were having a 

daily telephone call or regular telephone call with Secretary 

Pompeo and General Milley, the Chief of Staff? 

A. Yes.  That was actually in the last 15 days or so, after 

January 6.  We would have normal -- normal national security 

briefings where you would do that, but trying to make sure 

that --

Q. How did that phone call come about, setting that up?

A. There was -- it was raised as an issue that some of our 

adversaries may see us as weaker after January 6, after what 

happened at the Capitol.  So I set up a morning call between 

myself, Secretary Pompeo and General Milley, the Chairman of 

the Joint Chiefs, so that we could in realtime -- and most of 

those were not long conversations -- but just identify, you 

know, are any of our adversaries coming after us.  That was on 

a secure line that I set up and recommended that we do after 

January 6. 

Q. So if I could go back over a couple of things.  You've 

mentioned a number of national security issues:  Withdrawal 

from Afghanistan, the reauthorization of the National Defense 

Authorization Act, COVID relief, some other programs and 
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whatnot.  What -- what involvement was required in your job 

with those things in terms of dealing directly with political 

figures, whether in the federal government or elsewhere?

A. Certainly my direct involvement was -- was there and 

required at a 100 percent, primarily, because it had to be 

expedited.  I mean, there was only 60 days left.  And so as -- 

I was acting as a principal, and so I'd have a number of 

conversations with those individuals. 

Q. But what individuals? 

A. Well, so in terms of the principals, in terms of those 

particular -- that was responsible.  So if it was -- I can 

remember Senator Schumer was real concerned about money 

getting to some of the hospitals in New York.  And so I had 

the deputy secretary for HHS, along with a number of his 

people saying, all right, where are we on the money, why is 

not getting here, how much is actually going, so that we could 

actually have a conversation with Senator Schumer and update 

him on that.  That's one -- one example that comes to mind. 

Q. In the -- in the campaign period, explain your role, if 

any, in relation to the President's reelection campaign and 

what, if any, interactions you would have with people in 

charge of or running the campaign?

A. You mean was I -- was I -- 

Q. Yes.  

A. I'm not -- I was never paid by the campaign, never 
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supervised the campaign, and they had their own structure.  

Certainly I would interact with them. 

Q. Why would you interact with them? 

A. Well, the President oftentimes, even if it's just simple 

schedulings -- that's the simplest thing.  But we'd interact 

with them on a regular basis.  They would come in and, you 

know, be giving a briefing prior to the election, prior to 

November 30 -- November 3rd, they would actually come in and 

meet with the President oftentimes.  And so something as 

mundane as just setting up those meetings to -- to actually 

following up with a number of those at the President's 

direction. 

Q. When you mentioned travel before and going with the 

President, did you travel to any, for lack of a better term, 

I'll call it campaign rallies that the President was the 

principal? 

A. Yes, sir, a number of them. 

Q. And why would you travel to those? 

A. Well, in my official capacity, again, we had to be -- I 

want to just try to make sure I'm not violating any -- 

THE COURT:  Yes. 

THE WITNESS:  I'm in enough trouble as it is.  

THE COURT:  Just take your time, think about it, you 

know.

THE WITNESS:  Yeah.  So, thank you, sir.  Your Honor.
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So in traveling with the President, both from the 

standpoint of the -- the way that you staff the President, so 

those logistics concerns, you're there, you're working in your 

official capacity to make sure that if anything happens while 

he is out at a rally, that you would be there.  

In addition to that, there were still demands on his 

time for official actions that had to take place.  I can 

remember one specifically where we were trying to get a 

hostage out of a country in Northern Africa, and so we were 

dealing with that in realtime while we were actually traveling 

with the President on Air Force One.  And so running the 

country continued to go on. 

BY MR. TERWILLIGER:  

Q. Going specifically to political matters, you've mentioned 

a couple of times needing to know what's going on --

A. Yes. 

Q. -- as a reason you would go to a meeting or about taking 

some other discretionary action on your part.  Why did you 

need to know what was going on, including politically?

A. One, to give advice to the President of the United 

States.  To help prioritize his time.  But the other is, is 

trying to skate to where the public is.  There were no rhyme 

or reason where questions might come up, whether they were 

political in nature, whether they were policy in nature, 

whether they were national security in nature, those would 
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come up.  

And so having -- having a broad understanding of what was 

going on was -- was critically important as a senior advisor 

to the President so that I could anticipate what logistics 

were needed and what we needed to do. 

Q. You've no doubt heard the expression "policy is 

politics"? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What does that mean to you? 

A. Well, it just means that everything that you do from a 

policy standpoint has a political implication. 

Q. And was it part of your job to be aware of those 

political implications? 

A. Sure.  I mean, understanding whether it was something 

that -- that would be viewed to help the American people, 

knowing the pushback we would get both from the American 

people but from Congress.  I mean, you know, it would be 

different if it were just the President of the United States 

signing things into law.  But it's, you know, we've got three 

equal branches of government, and one of those had to 

understand the politics of those policies and how they'd be 

viewed on Capitol Hill as well. 

Q. Directing your attention specifically to the 

post-election period, did you maintain, or not, a general 

awareness of what was going on with the challenges to election 
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results by the President and/or his campaign? 

A. Certainly a general awareness and tried to have a deeper 

understanding -- are there things that even recently I've 

become aware of that I wasn't aware of?  Yes.  But having an 

understanding of what was going on and who was in the 

President's ear.  The President, Your Honor, would have a 

number of people that would have direct access to him.  And so 

trying to understand that even though one of my jobs is trying 

to be a gatekeeper, that was a lot more challenging with 

President Trump. 

Q. Did you, in fact, try to limit or eliminate the access of 

anyone to the President in the post-election period? 

A. Yeah, there were times where I -- I did try to limit some 

of the access. 

Q. Because why? 

A. Well, it just -- it created a number -- a number of 

challenges for me, because it would raise issues, whether they 

were allegations or things to deal with that I felt like it 

was -- you know, having the team -- and by the team what I'm 

talking about is his legal team addressing those issues 

directly, trying to limit that would -- I thought would allow 

him more time to do the things that were part of the official 

duties. 

Q. Did people from either the inside or the outside, whether 

it's the campaign, the legal team supporting the President, or 
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just other people on the outside, did you receive any 

communications from those people concerning the potential for 

challenging the election or the election results? 

A. Yes.  I mean, I would get text messages, phone calls, 

some were one-on-one meetings.  But certainly would get -- a 

number of allegations were made. 

Q. And what was the volume of those, say, in the period of 

November and December? 

A. More than -- than you could deal with.  There were times 

where, you know, it reminded me of, like, an Andy Griffith, 

you know, where all this incoming is coming -- like an 

operator, you know, that you might get something and plug it 

into this hole and, you know, try to route it on the -- on 

some of the legitimate stuff, but, you know, hitting all of 

these cross wires trying to get it here or there, but more 

than you could handle. 

Q. I'm not sure that it's clear what you mean by that.  You 

mentioned the concept of routing it and you also mention the 

concept of legitimate.  Did you do any separating of the wheat 

from the chaff, as those things came up? 

A. Yeah, certainly.  There were some that just didn't get 

dealt with.  There were others that, you know, if I got 

something and felt like that, okay, regardless of the merits 

of this, you know, that's something that DOJ should look at, 

this is something the campaign can follow up on.  You know, I 
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was -- I was oftentimes seen as the one that if -- you know, 

if they just got to me, they would be able to have the 

President's ear.  And so some of those that you would just 

leave by the wayside, the others you try to -- that's what I 

was talking about with the operator, try to get them to 

somebody to take care of the issue and without opining on the 

merits of those. 

Q. It's been publicly reported that you were in attendance 

at a meeting where then Attorney General Barr met with the 

President in the Oval Office in the post-election period.  

What was that meeting -- do you recall that meeting? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What was that meeting? 

A. I believe.  I mean, I was in several meetings 

post-election with General Barr. 

Q. But was there a meeting where General Barr said he was 

going to resign? 

A. Yes, sir, there was. 

Q. As to that meeting, what do you recall about it, where it 

was and what occurred?

A. When he mentioned that he was going to resign?

Q. Yes.  

A. We were actually -- again, the Oval Office is here, Outer 

Oval here, there's a dining room that's part of the Oval 

complex.  It was actually in the dining room area there.  And 
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I was actually in that meeting.  We were -- 

Q. What was that meeting about?  What was --

A. Well, we talked about the election -- some of the 

allegations that had been made, and the election --

Q. Allegations concerning what?  Be as specific as you can 

on the subject matter.

A. Okay.  So some of the allegations of fraud and election 

irregularities and a number of those issues that were making 

headlines at that particular point, and that the President 

would continue to -- to bring up.  But we were discussing 

those issues. 

Q. Do you recall the date of that meeting?

A. I don't, sir. 

Q. Do you know about when it was? 

A. It would have been -- I believe, as best I can recall, 

sometime in December, early December, I believe. 

Q. And to your recollection, did General Barr take a 

position with the President about election irregularities? 

A. Yes, sir, he did. 

Q. And what did he say? 

A. I think -- well, he just said a lot of it had no merits 

and that some of it, I think, to use his term, was bullshit. 

Q. Why were you at that meeting?

A. Well, again, as part of -- of being -- advising the 

President of the United States.  I was -- any meeting that the 
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President would -- would have, generally speaking, I would be 

there.  We were discussing something that the President had 

brought up on a regular basis.  I didn't know that Attorney 

General Barr was -- was going to offer his resignation, but I 

think he had made some public comments that prompted that 

meeting as well. 

Q. You're aware of a federal statute or a series of 

statutes, actually, that are generally known as the Hatch Act? 

A. Yes, sir, I am. 

Q. You're not a lawyer, are you? 

A. No. 

Q. In your understanding, and particularly in regard to the 

execution of your role in -- as Chief of Staff, tell the Court 

your understanding of what the Hatch Act required and allowed, 

for that matter.  

A. Well, my understanding is you can't advocate for a 

particular candidate in your official -- and by advocating, 

you know, be out there and saying, you know, please vote for 

President Trump or President Biden, you know.  I think it's 

come up recently with the press secretary and, you know, under 

President Biden, that you can't campaign actively for -- in 

your official title is my understanding. 

And broadly, you know, other activities that I was 

involved with, you know, from my standpoint were certainly 

allowed. 
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Q. Did there come a time where you were actually dinged for 

an alleged Hatch Act violation? 

A. Yes, sir, there was. 

Q. Tell the Court what the circumstances of that was.  

A. I was actually doing an interview out on Pebble Beach and 

on a totally unrelated topic, and -- and kind of, I think, at 

the end of that interview -- as I recall it.  I mean, you 

know, it's three years ago.  But as I recall it, at the 

interview they asked me about a candidate that was going to 

replace my old congressional seat.  And I think I made the 

comment, I think, you know, he'll make a fine member of 

Congress.  

And very shortly after that was a -- you know, there was 

a group that said that I had violated the Hatch Act and made 

the allegation.  And I know from there it had two effects:  

One, I went to our ethics attorneys and said, you know, what 

am I supposed to do?  You know, I'm having an interview about 

other subjects and then all of a sudden, you know, they ask 

this question.  Am I supposed to say no comment?  

And, you know, he -- he basically said, well, you know, 

maybe not have on the chyron that you're the Chief of Staff 

and -- but I was talking about other -- other...

So it made me extremely cautious from there, because, you 

know, any time that, you know, somebody would start to ask a 

political question -- but really what it had, the chilling 
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effect is, is that I did a whole lot less interviews at that 

point.   

THE COURT:  Was this as a result of a report from the 

special counsel, this event?  

THE WITNESS:  No, sir, I think that came later, Your 

Honor.  But early on, I mean, almost immediately, one of the 

groups said, Well, you know, Meadows has violated.  I found 

out about it reading a headline, honestly. 

THE COURT:  Okay.

THE WITNESS:  Yeah.

BY MR. TERWILLIGER:  

Q. Do you know whether or not the office of the White House 

counsel took a position as to whether or not you violated the 

Hatch Act in that interview? 

A. Yes, sir.  

MS. CROSS:  I object, Your Honor, to any hearsay that 

the witness is being called for.  I think as phrased, it was 

"are you familiar with," and I have no objection to the 

witness answering that question.

MR. TERWILLIGER:  I think he can say whether or not 

he knows --  

THE COURT:  Hold on, hold on.  She's talking.

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Sorry.  

MS. CROSS:  I think it's the content of any advice or 

any response from another White House counsel or anybody else 
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that would be hearsay, and we object. 

THE COURT:  I will allow Mr. Meadows to testify to 

anything what we deem resulted, but not what the special 

counsel said specifically.  

MS. CROSS:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  So you're allowing -- 

THE COURT:  What happened?  Did anything happened to 

you?  What was the result?  Don't tell me what the special 

counsel said.  What was the result after the end of the 

conversation?  

THE WITNESS:  My understanding from the White House 

counsel's office is that they said that I had not violated the 

Hatch Act.  Did I mess up?  

THE COURT:  No, you did fine.  

Move on. 

THE WITNESS:  All right.  Sorry, Your Honor. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Your Honor, may I approach?  

THE COURT:  Yes.  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Thank you.  I'm going to show 

Mr. Meadows what has been marked as Defense Exhibit 2, which 

is the indictment in this case, which I assume our opponents 

are familiar with.  

THE COURT:  You may approach, sir.  Yes, sir.

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Your indulgence for a second, Your 

Honor.  
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THE COURT:  Yes.

BY MR. TERWILLIGER:  

Q. I'm going to direct your attention, Mr. Meadows, to page 

21 -- well, maybe I should have you identify the exhibit first 

for the record.

A. This says defense -- or Exhibit Defense 2, and it appears 

to be an indictment filed on August 14, 2023, from -- 

Ché Alexander, Clerk of Court, Fulton County Superior Court. 

Q. Thank you.  I direct your attention to page 21.  

THE COURT:  Are you moving for it to being admitted?  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Pardon me, Your Honor?  

THE COURT:  Are you moving to have it admitted?  Are 

you going to have him testify from it?  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Well, I assume -- 

THE COURT:  Let's just have it admitted for the 

record. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Okay.  

MS. CROSS:  I have no objection.  

THE COURT:  It's admitted without objection. 

(Defense Exhibit 2 was received and marked into 

evidence.) 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Thank you, Your Honor.  

BY MR. TERWILLIGER:  

Q. Directing your attention to what's denominated as Act No. 

5 in that indictment, to the extent that you engaged in the 
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conduct described therein, if any, can you tell the Court 

whether or not you undertook that activity in connection with 

or related to your role as Chief of Staff? 

A. Act No. 5? 

Q. Yes, sir.

A. So certainly.  That was -- it would be in my capacity as 

Chief of Staff, that particular meeting as I recall happened 

late in the evening.  As I mentioned earlier, it's very -- it 

was very common to meet with -- I was not a principal, but -- 

but to be in meetings in the Oval Office, particularly when 

there was no one else there to -- to kind of do the wrap-up 

and try to get, you know, to bring a meeting to a close.  But 

it would have been in my official capacity as Chief of Staff. 

Q. Is there anything about that meeting that you 

particularly recall as occurring that you were involved in? 

A. As I recall, most of the state legislators were -- were, 

you know, in a "U" right in front of the President's desk in 

the Oval.  Again, would not have been as much as a 

participant.  The President would have been leading that 

meeting.  And as we wrapped that up, I think most of that had 

to do with allegations of potential fraud in Michigan, and 

what, you know, they may or may not do as a legislature. 

Q. And why would you need to be aware of what was happening 

in that meeting as Chief of Staff? 

A. Well, certainly as Chief of Staff, again, giving advice 
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to the President, but, also, making sure that White House 

counsel is informed, others being able to give advice to the 

President.  And certainly as a gatekeeper trying to round 

things -- you know, wind things up.  

But, again, in that broader scope of trying just to be 

aware of what is consuming the President's time or taking his 

attention.

Q. Did you give political advice to the President? 

A. Certainly.  

Q. Did the President ask you for political advice? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. While we're on that, is there one or more offices in the 

Executive Office of the President under the Chief of Staff 

that are involved in political affairs? 

A. Two that I know of.  We would actually have a couple of 

different federal roles within -- and, actually, most of those 

were housed, as I talked about earlier, in the -- they're part 

of the EOP, part of the Executive Office of the President, but 

would be either housed in -- not in the West Wing, but 

certainly in either the Eisenhower Building or other parts of 

the White House. 

Q. When you were a member of Congress -- 

A. Yes. 

Q. -- part of that time was during the Obama administration? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Case 2:24-cv-02063-JJT   Document 1   Filed 08/14/24   Page 58 of 308

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT - OFFICIAL CERTIFIED TRANSCRIPT

46

Q. Did you ever deal with any political officers of that 

administration while you were a member of Congress?

A. I don't know that I -- political in nature in that there 

was a -- what they would call a congressional liaison.  So I 

dealt with their congressional liaison who was reaching out to 

me as an elected official.  Because if you'll recall, during 

parts of that the Republicans had a majority in the house, I 

believe, not in the Senate.  And I can't remember when I had 

that contact.  But certainly had contact with those 

individuals in the Obama administration. 

Q. Did you meet with other people on the White House staff 

in that time when you were in Congress? 

A. Not as much, just -- I don't know that President Obama 

was seeking my advice on -- but -- but not as much.  I was a 

newer member of -- of Congress, and so most of our 

interactions had to do with, early on, just some of the 

legislation that we were dealing with. 

Q. Directing your attention again on page 21 of the 

indictment to Act No. 6, as it's denominated there, can you 

tell us if any -- to the extent you engaged in the conduct 

described there, if any, to any degree, can you tell us 

whether or not you undertook that activity in connection with 

your role as Chief of Staff? 

A. Yes.  And, certainly, as -- in my role as Chief of Staff 

to get additional phone numbers for the President on a variety 
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of individuals.  

Most of the time, Your Honor, the White House switchboard 

had, you know, a pretty wide Rolodex.  It was -- but from time 

to time, the President or the White House switchboard or 

Ms. Michael -- Ms. Michael was his executive assistant that 

sat in the Outer Oval -- would ask me for, you know, do you 

have contact for this particular person.  Sometimes not even, 

you know, with the context of why they wanted it.  Just the 

President wanted the phone number.  So I was asked on a pretty 

regular occasion for numbers.  

And if -- if it helps the Court to give a little color, I 

mean, to this, the President typically would see someone in a 

particular state as being all knowing in terms of everything 

in that particular state.  I know when I was a member of North 

Carolina, he would call me for just about anything that was 

happening in North Carolina and expect me to know.  And I 

assume a similar kind of thing here with Mr. Perry, because he 

was a member of Congress from Pennsylvania, asking for those 

numbers. 

Q. Directing your attention to Act No. 9 on page 22 of the 

indictment, Mr. Meadows, to the extent that you engaged, if 

any, in the conduct described therein, did you undertake those 

activities in connection with your role as Chief of Staff? 

A. Well, as I previously stated, it was not uncommon for me 

to, as Chief of Staff of --
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Q. Can you answer that first question yes or no? 

A. Can you ask it again?  I'm sorry.  

Q. Yeah.  

To the extent that you engaged in any of the activity, if 

you did, described in Act No. 9, did you undertake that 

activity in connection with your role as Chief of Staff? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And is there something in particular you wanted to say 

about this? 

A. Yeah.  On this particular meeting, Your Honor, I -- to 

the best of my recollection, I was not actually in this 

meeting.  Again, a lot of this may be fuzzy, but what I seem 

to recall about the Pennsylvania meeting was -- actually, I 

was in my office, in my Chief of Staff office down the hall 

when this delegation came in.  They actually came into, I 

mentioned earlier, the cabinet rooms, not into the Oval 

Office.  

And I had somebody come to me in my Chief of Staff office 

and said that three people had positive for COVID.  At that 

particular point, we were testing everybody for COVID that 

came in to meet with the President.  And they came into my 

office and said that there's three people that have COVID.  

I recall going down to -- to the cabinet room where they 

were assembling at that particular point, introduced myself as 

the Chief of Staff, and then tried to let the individuals know 
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that there was three of them that wouldn't be able to meet 

with the President because they had -- had, you know, come 

down with a positive COVID test.  

And then trying to make sure that -- that -- if the 

meeting was to go on, that it would actually keep the 

President safe and keep him a proper distance away from -- 

from individuals.  And so I don't recall being in -- in the 

rest of that meeting, but if I had been, certainly it would 

have been like other meetings being the Chief of Staff. 

Q. Let me direct your attention to page 24 of the indictment 

and Act 19, please.

A. Act 19 you said?

Q. Yes.

To the extent you engaged in the activity described 

therein, if any, would you have undertaken that -- did you 

undertake that activity in your role as Chief of Staff? 

A. Yes.  Any -- any action on -- it was common for the Chief 

of Staff, in his role of Chief of Staff, to ask individuals 

for memos on a variety of topics, and -- and I often did so. 

Q. Who is Mr. McEntee and what was his role, if any, in the 

Executive Office of the President? 

A. Mr. McEntee was head of personnel policy, and would deal 

with setting up resumes, people to consider for vacancies and 

the like in the administration.  He had been the President's 

body man at one time as well.  He had a very close 
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relationship with the former President.  And -- but at that 

particular point, he would have been the head of personnel 

policy. 

Q. Do you believe you asked Mr. McEntee for a memorandum for 

a strategy for disrupting and delaying the joint session of 

Congress on January 6? 

A. No, sir, I don't.  I -- when this came out in the 

indictment, this was the biggest surprise for me because I had 

zero recollection. 

THE COURT:  You don't remember asking or you did not 

ask?

THE WITNESS:  I did not ask and -- well, certainly I 

don't remember asking.  But I'm saying I did not ask and 

here -- can I -- can I -- 

THE COURT:  Stop, think about it.  There is a big 

difference between not asking and not remembering asking.  

Which one is it?

THE WITNESS:  And so I would say I did not ask.  And 

here is the -- and that's not to infringe on anybody's 

credibility.  I want to make sure the Court knows that.  

Here's -- here's the reason.  One, it was a surprise to me.  

Two, the second part of that is, is that Mr. McEntee 

was over personnel.  I remember asking him for recommendations 

in terms of personnel things, but I don't believe he's an 

attorney.  Most -- if I were to ask for this kind of memo, 
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Your Honor, it would have been with Pat Cipollone or Eric 

Cushman or one of the lawyers in the White House counsel's 

office.  I oftentimes spent more time in their office than I 

did in mine.  

And that's why, you know, I'm always -- want to be 

cautious to make sure I'm truthful and honest with the Court.  

But I can tell you that me asking Johnny McEntee for this kind 

of a memo, just -- just didn't happen. 

THE COURT:  Okay. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Do you have further questions on 

that, Your Honor?  

THE COURT:  No, sir, you can proceed. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Thank you. 

BY MR. TERWILLIGER:  

Q. Directing your attention to page 44 of the indictment, if 

I could, please.  Just take a moment and look at that.  

A. Which act?  I'm sorry. 

Q. 92.  I'm sorry.

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. To the extent, if any, you engaged in the activity 

described in Act 92 of the indictment, was that in connection 

or related to your role as Chief of Staff or not?

A. It certainly was in my role as Chief of Staff. 

Q. Would you just briefly explain to the Court the 

circumstances of you being there and why you went, in 
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particular, assuming you did?

A. I did go.  Your Honor, actually, I was in the Atlanta 

area visiting my children for Christmas.  Both of my children 

live here in the Atlanta -- greater Atlanta area, and I was 

here.  There was -- not just with Cobb County, but with Fulton 

County as well -- concern over the signature verification.  

I'm not sure who made an allegation, but there were concerns 

about that process and how it would actually be meted out, and 

I felt like that anticipating where the President would not 

only ask, but bring it up, that interrupting my Christmas with 

my children for a trip over to Cobb County to see the actual 

count in process would keep me well-informed so that I could 

advise the President of what I observed in person instead of 

reading about it or hearing speculation from other people. 

Q. And what did you observe?  Could you characterize that? 

A. I -- I observed a very professional operation that was 

being done, in my opinion, in all the proper ways that it 

should be.  And -- and as I was able to see a number of 

investigators, I was able to see the GBI, Georgia Bureau of 

Investigation, working hand in glove.  You know, there were 

stacks of ballots up, but -- now, I didn't actually seeing 

them doing the counting process. I actually looked into the 

room.  They stopped the counting while I did that.  And -- and 

I felt like they had done a very professional job. 

Q. Did any kind of confrontation or other unpleasantness 
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take place while you were there? 

A. No.  I've read some of the reports that would indicate 

otherwise, but I've -- I believe that I acted like a gentleman 

the whole time and was very deferential and truly just in a 

fact-finding mode to observe what they were doing and felt 

like the Secretary of State's office was doing a good job on 

that. 

Q. And without telling us about any particular 

communications, did you relay your -- your observations, as 

you've recounted them here, to the President? 

A. I did. 

Q. Directing your attention to Act 93 of the indictment, 

also on page 44, if you would take a look at that.  

A. Act 93?

Q. Yes.

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. To the extent you engaged, if any, in the activity 

described therein, did you undertake that activity in 

connection with your role as the Chief of Staff? 

A. Yes.  In my role as Chief of Staff, I recommended that 

the President reach out to Ms. Watson. 

Q. Directing your attention to the next page, page 45, at 

96.  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. To the extent, if any, that you engaged in the activity 
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described in Act 96, did you undertake that activity in your 

role as the Chief of Staff or not, as the case may be? 

A. Certainly any outreach to the Secretary of State's office 

that I made was in my role as Chief of Staff.

Q. And directing your attention further -- 

A. Can I clarify one thing, though?

Q. Yeah, absolutely.  

A. I don't -- I don't know -- I see what this says in terms 

of me reaching out to Chief Investigator Frances Watson.  I 

don't recall reaching out to Ms. Watson.  You know, they've 

got a quote there, and I don't think that quote actually was 

to Ms. Watson.  

Q. Okay.  Thank you for that.

Let me direct your attention further to page 50, what is 

Act 112.

A. Page 50?

Q. Yes, sir.

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. To the extent, if any, that you engaged in the activity 

described in Act 112, did you undertake that activity in 

connection with or related to your role as Chief of Staff or 

not, as the case may be? 

A. Yes.  In my role as Chief of Staff, it was not uncommon 

for me to set up phone calls with the President and state 

officials, other individuals, everybody, from the King of 
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Saudi Arabia to others.  And so it was not uncommon for me to 

help set those up -- whether I personally did it or worked 

with our switchboard or national security team.  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  May I have a moment, Your Honor?  

THE COURT:  Yes, sir. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Thank you, Your Honor.  

No further questions.  

THE COURT:  Your witness.  

MS. CROSS:  Thank you, Your Honor.  

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MS. CROSS: 

Q. Good morning, Mr. Meadows.  

A. Good morning. 

Q. We met briefly this morning but, otherwise, we haven't 

met; correct? 

A. To the best of my recollection. 

Q. I think that's right.  

I want to ask you a few questions.  And we've been going 

for a minute, so with the Court's permission, if you'll just 

let me know if you need to take a few minutes break.  

THE COURT:  Do you need to take a break?  I think 

this cross-examination is not going to be short.  But if you 

need to take a break, we can stop and take a break now. 

THE WITNESS:  I'm fine, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  Are you fine?  
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MS. CROSS:  I'm fine, sir.  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Okay.  

MS. CROSS:  Thank you.  

BY MS. CROSS:

Q. So your attorney, Mr. Meadows, asked you a series of 

questions about the specific acts in the indictment.  And 

you've still got the indictment there in front of you, don't 

you? 

A. Yes, ma'am.  

Q. All right.  And he asked them in a lawyerly kind of way:  

To the extent you participated in this alleged activity, was 

it within the scope of your employment.  

Do you recall those series of questions? 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. Okay.  I'm going to ask you a slightly different version 

of that question.  If you would turn for me, please, to page 

21 of the indictment, Act 5.  And I'm going to ask you, 

Mr. Meadows, did you, in fact, on November 20, 2020, meet with 

then President Trump and members of the Michigan State 

legislation in the Oval Office regarding the Trump campaign's 

allegations of fraud in the election?

A. I met with --  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Object to the form of the question, 

Your Honor.  There are multiple questions there:  Did he met 
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with him; what the subject matter was.  I ask that he be asked 

one question at a time. 

THE COURT:  Let's do one question at a time.  

Did you met with him?  

MS. CROSS:  Absolutely.  Thank you.  

BY MS. CROSS: 

Q. Mr. Meadows, did you meet on November 20, 2020, with then 

President Trump and members of the Michigan State legislature 

in the Oval Office? 

A. I don't have my calendar here in front of me, but I do 

recall meeting with the Michigan State legislative group 

sometime I believe, in November.  So if -- the 20th sounds 

about the right date. 

Q. Okay.  Without committing to the date, on or about 

November 20, 2020, do you recall a meeting that's described in 

this way? 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. And, in fact, was Mr. Giuliani, Mr. Rudy Giuliani, did he 

attend by phone? 

A. I believe he did, yes.  

Q. Okay.  Now, the Trump campaign at that time had an 

election challenge pending in Michigan; is that correct? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. You don't know that? 

A. I don't. 
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Q. Do you know if the federal government had any litigation 

ongoing in Michigan at that time related to the presidential 

election?

A. I don't. 

Q. All right.  

A. I don't know. 

Q. What was the official role of you as a Chief of Staff in 

that meeting?

A. Well, as I said earlier, when they actually came in to 

meet with the President, you do normal introductions.  Part of 

that is you're trying to be aware of what -- any do-outs that 

may be required, so you would listen to that. 

Q. Let's make sure -- I'm going to stop you there for just a 

minute.  

A. Yes, ma'am.  

Q. I just want to make sure for our court reporter that the 

record is clear.  When you say "do-outs," is that a kind of a 

colloquial term for action items or to-do items that might 

come out of that meeting? 

A. Where the President might request at a later date 

something that would happen.  Now, sometimes that happens 

whether I was in a meeting or not.  

This particular one, as I recall, was later in the 

evening, and Mr. Giuliani was not there in person.  So I don't 

know that there was anybody that could wrap-up the meeting.  
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And so part of me being there in my official capacity would 

have been to try to assist with time management and wrap-up 

the meeting as well. 

Q. What was the federal policy, if any, that was advanced by 

you being present in that meeting? 

A. Well, certainly -- you know, speaking to any federal 

policy, certainly making sure you have an accurate and fair 

election would be the only policy that I would know of.  

But -- 

Q. I'm sorry, can I finish my question.  

THE COURT:  Hold on, hold on.  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Your Honor, let him finish his 

answer, please.  

THE COURT:  Let him finish. 

THE WITNESS:  You know, if you're looking at 

policies, I think all of us as Americans want to make sure 

there are vote counts and that there are -- that it is a free 

and fair election.  And so certainly from a standpoint of 

trying to make sure that elections are -- are accurate, you 

know, does that have a federal nexus, I would assume it would 

have a federal nexus.  I mean, we have operations within the 

federal government that tries to make sure our elections are 

accurate, whether it's the Department of Homeland Security, 

DOJ or others.  

THE COURT:  Let me say this.  The witness has the 
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right to give an answer, but it has to be responsive to the 

question.

MS. CROSS:  That's where I was going.  

THE COURT:  And you can't go beyond the scope of the 

question.  I want you to give your answer for that. 

THE WITNESS:  I'm sorry. 

THE COURT:  Again, sir, if it goes beyond the scope 

of the question, I will allow you to be cut off.

THE WITNESS:  Yes, sir.  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  You're not a lawyer.  That's their jobs.

THE WITNESS:  Okay.  

MS. CROSS:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

BY MS. CROSS:

Q. All right.  So let me ask my question again, Mr. Meadows, 

and see if we can keep it a little more targeted.  Okay?  Yes?

A. Yes.  Yeah.  I'm sorry. 

Q. So the -- you talked about a general, as Americans, the 

interest that we all have in secure and safe elections; 

correct? 

A. Sure. 

Q. All right.  So what I'm wondering, though, is the federal 

policy, outside one that would apply to everyone, every 

American, I'm wondering what federal policy was that -- your 

participation in that meeting -- was advanced by you being 

there? 
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A. You mean is there a law that's come to be since I've been 

in that meeting?

Q. No.  I want to know what you --   

A. I'm not following you.  And I'm trying to follow you.  

I'm not following you. 

THE COURT:  How would you being in that meeting 

affect the federal operations for America?

THE WITNESS:  Well, certainly from a standpoint of -- 

of the President, it is trying to make sure that I manage his 

time and make sure that he continues to focus on other federal 

policies that -- that require his time.  So if nothing more 

than a time manager on that would be part of it.  But, you 

know, I would have to speculate on -- on any other federal 

role. 

BY MS. CROSS: 

Q. I don't want you to speculate.  But I'm hearing you say 

that the management of the President's time, that was the 

federal interest -- please wait until --

A. Yeah. 

Q. -- I finish my questions.  

A. My apologies. 

Q. The court reporter is going to -- it's going to make it a 

lot easier for her -- 

A. Okay.  

THE COURT:  Hold on, hold on, hold on.  One talking 
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at a time.  You ask the question, you give an answer, and the 

court reporter can write it down.  Okay? 

BY MS. CROSS: 

Q. Other than the time management of the President's 

schedule that you told us about, is that the only federal 

interest or policy that you rely on to -- for your testimony 

on direct that your presence in that meeting was necessary and 

proper to your role as Chief of Staff? 

A. No, that would not be the only option.  In addition to 

that, the President of the United States often makes 

recommendations on legislation that could come up, makes 

recommendations on how to make sure elections are safer and 

securer.  There is potential for executive orders that would 

come up, to make sure that all of that happens.  So all of 

those things would be part of why you would have to be in a 

meeting like that. 

Q. I understand your testimony that all of those things 

could potentially be federal interests involved.  And I'm 

wondering what was the federal interest involved in your 

participation in this meeting?  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Your Honor, I have to object.  That 

is asked and answered, and this is bordering on badgering. 

THE COURT:  I disagree.

Overruled.  Go ahead.

MS. CROSS:  Thank you.  
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BY MS. CROSS: 

Q. Did you understand my question? 

A. I think I do.  And so in doing that, again, trying to 

make sure that elections are safe and secure, and that as 

issues come up, being able to advise the President on future 

legislation that may or may not happen, is -- is part of the 

Chief of Staff's role.  And there are meetings you're in where 

it actually helps with -- with that particular cause.  There 

are meetings that are a bust as well.  But that would be why I 

would have been there in my role as Chief of Staff.  

Q. Okay.  I think you bring up an interesting point.  

President Trump certainly had -- then President Trump had a 

personal interest in the outcome of the election in Michigan; 

is that correct?  Would you agree with me on that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. He was running for reelection; correct? 

A. At this point the election had already happened, but 

prior to November 3 he was running for reelection, yes. 

Q. Correct.  

And then President Trump was contesting the election 

results in Michigan; correct? 

A. You said that earlier.  I was not -- I mean, he was 

concerned about the election results, but in terms of a 

lawsuit, I'm not aware of it. 

Q. And I'm not asking in particular about any litigation 
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that was ongoing at that time.  I understand your response 

that you don't have that information.  But the subject of this 

meeting, if I understand your testimony, the subject matter of 

this meeting was -- were allegations of potential fraud in 

Michigan that then President Trump was relaying and discussing 

with the legislators from Michigan; is that correct? 

A. That is my understanding, yes.  

Q. All right.  And then President Trump had a personal 

interest in potentially seeing the election in Michigan, which 

he had lost, reversed in some way; correct?  He was interested 

in that?  That was his personal interest?

A. I think it would be fair to say that that was his 

personal interest, yes.  

Q. Okay.  The federal government, of course, has no role in 

overseeing the certification of elections in Michigan; 

correct? 

A. No role?  I don't know that I would agree with that.  I 

mean, the Department of Justice would certainly be concerned 

if something were fraudulent. 

Q. Outside of an area of fraud, the general administration 

of the presidential election certification in Michigan, that's 

not something that the federal government has a role in; 

correct? 

A. My understanding is, is that's a -- to certify is a 

state-by-state role. 
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Q. State-by-state role, not a federal one? 

A. Well, to say that there are no federal connections, I 

don't know that that's accurate, if that's what you're saying. 

Q. I'm wondering if you know what -- if there is a federal 

connection?  What is the federal connection or nexus that you 

are relying on?

A. Well, certainly having an accurate election that is free 

from fraud and nefarious activities. 

Q. I understand.  

All right.  Do you still have the indictment there in 

front of you, Mr. Meadows? 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. On that same page, page 21, Act 6.  

Do you see that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And your testimony on direct addressed whether you 

acknowledge or admit the conduct that is charged there.  

Do you acknowledge that on or about November 21, 2020, 

you sent a text to United States Representative Scott Perry 

from Pennsylvania and stated:  "Can you send me the number for 

the speaker and the leader of the PA, Pennsylvania, 

Legislature?  POTUS wants to chat with them?"

Did you send that text?

A. I believe I did, yes. 

Q. No reason to dispute that?  
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You're shaking your head no?  

A. Oh, I'm sorry.  No, no. 

Q. That's all right.  I understand.  It's easy to do.

There was -- the Trump campaign had an election 

challenge -- or at least understanding that you're not 

familiar with all the litigation pieces that were ongoing at 

that time.  You know, though, of course, that the Trump 

campaign raised allegations of fraud in the Pennsylvania 

presidential election; correct?  You're aware of that? 

A. That's my understanding, yes. 

Q. What was the official role of you as a Chief of Staff in 

arranging for a meeting between -- or obtaining the contact 

information as described in that text? 

A. It was a request that came to me.  And getting a phone 

number for the President of the United States was -- was 

something that I did regularly.  And so as Chief of Staff, 

getting numbers that was not readily available for the White 

House switchboard, I did on a pretty regular basis. 

Q. What is your understanding or what was your understanding 

at or around the time that you sent this text for why then 

President Trump wanted to chat with the speaker and the leader 

of the Pennsylvania Legislature? 

A. I don't know that I had a full understanding of what he 

wanted to talk to them about at that particular point. 

Q. And what -- what was your understanding, whether it was 
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full and robust or not?

A. I don't know that I had an understanding of what he 

wanted to talk to him about. 

Q. As you sit here now, is it your testimony that you did 

not know what then President Trump -- 

A. I don't recall.  Excuse me.  Go ahead, I'm sorry. 

Q. It's easier for the court reporter.  

A. No.  It's polite, too.  Sorry. 

Q. I understand.  

Is it your testimony that you did not know why then 

President Trump wanted to chat with individuals identified 

there from the Pennsylvania Legislature or that you don't 

recall whether you knew or you didn't know?

A. At this particular date, on the 21st of November, I don't 

believe I knew why he wanted it.  But I can't say with 

certainty to the Court that I didn't know.  I actually came 

down with COVID on November 4th or 5th, and so I was just 

getting back, you know -- I actually worked from home during 

that time, but would certainly have been back at that 

particular time.  

But knowing all the things that -- you know, all of the 

reasoning behind it, might not necessarily know that.  You 

know, certainly, it appears -- but you asked me not to 

speculate.  So I don't want to speculate. 

Q. I don't want you -- no, I don't -- I'm asking now what 
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you recall as you sit here of what you were aware of at the 

time.  

A. I didn't even recall that I did it, you know, just to be 

blunt.  It's not unusual, but I didn't recall that I did it. 

Q. And your testimony here this morning was that this 

communication, though, you don't recall it specifically, you 

don't dispute it, this communication was necessary and proper 

to your role as a Chief of Staff to further what federal 

interest?

A. Well, serving the President of the United States 

certainly, you know, whether it's phone numbers for state 

legislators or others.  You know, I was asked oftentimes for 

phone numbers. 

Q. All right.  With the indictment there in front of you, 

Defense 2, can you take a look at page 22 for me, please.  I'm 

going to direct your attention to Act 9.

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. Do you acknowledge, Mr. Meadows, that you did on November 

25, 2020, have a group of Pennsylvania legislators and others 

meet with you at the White House? 

A. There was, on or about that date -- and, again, as long 

as we're not specific to that date, but -- and I'm not 

contesting it, I just don't know.  There were a group of state 

legislature -- legislators from Pennsylvania that came, along 

with others, with Mr. Giuliani.  And as I previously 
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testified, my recollection of my involvement in that was in 

the -- the cabinet room.  I don't recall being in any further 

meeting from that. 

Q. And I'm not -- I'm going to ask you to be as specific as 

you can.  And I'm not picking on you, I just want to make sure 

I understood your direct -- your testimony on direct.

Your recollection now, as you sit here, was that you 

participated in the meeting insofar as you relayed the COVID 

results for part of the delegation; is that correct? 

A. Yes.  I introduced myself when I came in.  I think I said 

that earlier.  But as I recall, and trying to be visual, you 

know, I came in the side door of the cabinet room.  I think, 

it's not mentioned here, but I think Bernie Kerik was there, 

as I recall. 

Q. I'm sorry, who is Mr. Kerik?  

A. I just know ex-New York police guy.  He worked along with 

Mr. Giuliani.  But I think he was there. 

Q. Mr. Kerik had no federal employment at that time; 

correct?  He was associated with the campaign? 

A. Not to my knowledge.  He didn't work for me.  Yeah, so... 

Q. I believe at one time he received a pardon from President 

Trump towards the end of the administration; is that correct? 

A. I do believe so.  I don't recall with specificity, but I 

know his name came up. 

Q. I understand.  And Mr. Giuliani was someone who was, 
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again, associated with the campaign; correct?  Or Mr. Trump's 

personal attorney? 

A. I think he was an attorney.  His relationship with the 

campaign, you'd have to speak to the campaign people about 

that.  I don't -- I don't know what their structure is. 

Q. Well, he certainly wasn't a federal employee; correct? 

A. Mr. Giuliani?  

Q. Correct.  

A. No, he was not. 

Q. He was not somebody who worked under your supervision; 

correct? 

A. No, he did not. 

Q. Did he take direction from you? 

A. No, he did not. 

Q. Did he give you direction? 

A. No, he did not. 

Q. All right.  And what about Ms. Ellis, was Ms. Ellis 

someone who was -- 

A. You mean by giving -- excuse me.  

THE COURT:  Yes, go ahead. 

THE WITNESS:  I want to make sure, by giving me 

direction -- I mean -- you mean did I report to him or did he 

at times tell me he wanted something done?  Because I want to 

make sure I'm clear.  I mean, there's lots of times where 

Mr. Giuliani might say he wanted something done, but I didn't 
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work for him, if that's what you were asking.  

BY MS. CROSS: 

Q. Let's phrase it carefully for both of us.  

Did you accept direction from Mr. Giuliani? 

A. As a supervisor of me?  No. 

Q. Um-hum.  

A. No. 

Q. That was no? 

A. That was a no.  I'm sorry. 

Q. All right.  And Ms. Ellis was someone, again, who was not 

under your supervision as a federal employee; correct? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. All right.  And in whatever capacity she worked for Mr. 

Trump, whether it was for the campaign or personally, it was 

not something that was associated with the federal government; 

correct? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. That was in President Trump's personal capacity, if any?

A. Well, I can't speak to that, because they were his 

attorneys, and so I don't -- you would be asking me to 

speculate on that. 

Q. I don't want you to speculate.  Thank you for making it 

clear.  

A. They were not federal employees. 

Q. All right.  So when you talk about what your specific 
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recollection now is, you recall being at that early portion of 

the meeting with this delegation; correct? 

A. I do recall that, yes. 

Q. Do you specifically recall then not being part of any 

further discussion among this group? 

A. As -- as I mentioned earlier, I don't recall being part 

of any further discussions with them.  I'm more of a visual 

individual, and I don't -- with the Michigan meeting, I can 

remember, you know, people sitting, you know, and where I was.  

In this particular one, it doesn't conjure that up.  Again, I 

want to be careful that I'm not saying anything that's not 

accurate, but I don't recall being in any other meeting that 

went on in terms of the Oval Office or anything. 

Q. Okay.  I think I understand.  

You don't have a recollection, but would you say it is 

possible that you did participate further beyond the portion 

of the meeting that you do recall? 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Objection to the form of the 

question.  Anything's possible.  

THE COURT:  Rephrase your question.  Make it a little 

more specific.  

MS. CROSS:  Sure. 

BY MS. CROSS: 

Q. Do you dispute that you were present during any other 

portion of this meeting?
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A. Well, based on my recollection, I would dispute it.  I 

mean, because I don't believe I was there.  But at the same 

time, if -- if, you know, if there is something that would jog 

my memory where I could see it, but I just don't -- I don't 

recall seeing it.  

Q. Okay.  And, again, I'm just trying to discern how certain 

you are of your testimony.  Are you certain that you weren't 

present for any remainder of that meeting?

A. What I am certain of is that I went down and informed 

those individuals of the COVID -- what I believe I did was 

help escort them out so that they weren't there, is what I 

believe that I did.  You know, we're asking for three years 

back.  That's what I think I did, but my wife will tell you 

sometimes I forget to take out the trash.  So I mean, it's 

just -- it's just --

Q. And I'm on trash patrol, too.  I understand how that can 

be.

So -- but I'm hearing you say that -- are you certain or 

are you not certain that you participated in the remainder of 

the meeting? 

A. To the best of my recollection, I did not participate in 

the rest of the meeting.  That's my testimony. 

Q. Okay.  All right.  And your involvement in this meeting, 

such as it was, what was the federal interest that you were 

advancing by your participation? 
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A. So you're assuming that I was in the meeting that I don't 

recall, is what you're saying?

Q. No, sir.  

A. Okay. 

Q. The part -- 

A. So the federal role, obviously, was protecting the 

President of the United States when I went down to make sure 

that he was not getting COVID.  So security of our Commander 

in Chief, that was a federal role in me being there, and 

trying to make sure that we followed protocols, White House 

protocols, protocols that I put in place.  So those certainly 

were being advanced when I was there. 

Q. Any other federal role outside the COVID protocol that 

was in place at that time to protect the President and other 

White House employees? 

A. Well, since I don't remember being in any part of a 

meeting, for me to opine on what federal role that I may have 

been there part of, is me trying to speculate on what may or 

may not have been said, because I don't recall it. 

Q. Mr. Meadows, and, you know, just quickly.  If there -- 

I'm fine with an answer of "I don't know" or "I don't recall."  

A. Yeah, I'm just trying to -- and if it's coming across 

that I'm not being courteous, I don't mean it that way. 

Q. I didn't take it that way at all.

A. Okay.  All right. 
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Q. All right.  Can you turn your attention, please, to page 

24 of the indictment that's in front of you and Act 19.  

Do you recall being asked questions about -- first of 

all, I think you -- I understood your testimony on direct 

examination that you would not have asked Mr. McEntee -- am I 

pronouncing it correctly? 

A. McEntee. 

Q. McEntee.  

You don't believe that you would have asked Mr. McEntee 

for a memo that -- as it's described there.  Do you recall if 

then President Trump did? 

A. I don't recall.  

Q. Okay.  You don't recall this interaction at all? 

A. I don't recall.  Like I say, when I read the indictment, 

it was a surprise to me.  

Q. Okay.  Okay.  And are you affirmatively stating that you 

know it didn't happen or are you saying as you sit here now 

you don't recall and it doesn't sound familiar to you? 

A. Well, I think His Honor asked me to -- I said that based 

on what I believe today, that it didn't happen.  Because he 

asked me to clarify, I believe. 

Q. He did?  Okay.  

THE COURT:  That's how I've got it. 

MS. CROSS:  Uh-huh.  

BY MS. CROSS: 
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Q. All right.  And being asked questions about it doesn't 

jog your memory at all? 

A. No, ma'am. 

Q. Okay.  All right.  Can I direct your attention, then, to 

page 44 of the indictment in front of you, Act 92.  

A. Page 44, ma'am?

Q. Yes, sir.  Have you got it there in front of you? 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. Okay.  All right.  And I understood your testimony to be 

that, yes, you were in the Atlanta area anyway for personal 

reasons, it was around the holiday, you were visiting your 

children; correct? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. Okay.  And you acknowledge that you did, on December 22, 

2020, travel to the Cobb County Civic Center for the purposes 

of observing the signature audit that was going on at that 

time; correct? 

A. Signature audit process, yes, ma'am. 

Q. The process, correct.  

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. And were you invited to that event? 

A. No, I was not. 

Q. How was it that you arrived there, then? 

A. I called to say that I was going to come over and take a 

look at what was going on.  I actually read in the paper where 

Case 2:24-cv-02063-JJT   Document 1   Filed 08/14/24   Page 89 of 308

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT - OFFICIAL CERTIFIED TRANSCRIPT

77

it was happening in -- because I think it was at the Cobb 

County Civic Center, as the indictment would indicate.  My 

Secret Service detail actually arranged for me to arrive there 

in a secure manner.  We came in the back where I met with 

Ms. Fuchs and Ms. Watson and members of the GBI.

Q. Why was it that you took the initiative to attempt to 

observe a portion of the signature audit that was ongoing at 

that time? 

A. There had been allegations of fraud in both Cobb and 

Fulton County that the President had received from others, and 

-- and my concern was that -- that if there was an audit 

procedure being done, to reiterate with the President the 

veracity of that audit procedure, that any results from that 

would be accepted and looked at as -- as good government work. 

Q. Were you directed by then President Trump or anyone else 

to take the action to observe part of the signature audit that 

was ongoing? 

A. I was not directed by him to do that.  Again, that was 

trying to be aware of questions, anticipate questions that 

would come up.  And in doing so, indeed, that question came 

up.  I can't remember if it came from President Trump or 

others, but that question did come up and I was able to talk 

about how I felt like Ms. Watson and the GBI had done an 

outstanding job in Cobb County.  I had no reason to believe 

that if -- if there was fraud, I believe they would find it.  
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If there was no fraud, I believe that they would report that 

accurately as well. 

Q. Mr. Meadows, was this activity on or about December 22, 

2020, was that before or after the meeting with then Attorney 

General Barr and then President Trump that your attorney asked 

you about on direct examination? 

A. Based on the timeline, this would be after that. 

Q. And I don't think you said, did you agree with General 

Barr's assessment that the allegations of widespread fraud in 

the presidential -- 2020 presidential election, did you agree 

with his assessment of those allegations? 

A. Yeah.  For me, at that particular point, it was more in 

trying to make sure that any allegation that was made was 

dealt with and disposed of and being able to be handled and 

vetted by the proper groups. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Meadows -- 

THE WITNESS:  Yeah.  

THE COURT:  -- that's not responsive to her question. 

THE WITNESS:  Okay.  All right. 

THE COURT:  Repeat your question again.  Repeat your 

question. 

BY MS. CROSS: 

Q. Did you agree with then General Barr's assessment, I 

think you used a colorful term and I will not, but quoting 

him, so I guess it might be okay, we'll say BS.  
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Would you agree or did you agree at the time you had the 

meeting with then Attorney General Barr and then President 

Trump, that the allegations of widespread fraud were unfounded 

and, in fact, were bullshit? 

A. It was my opinion at that particular point that there had 

been a number of allegations that had been made that needed to 

be -- have further investigation.  That was my personal --

Q. Is that to say that you had no opinion?  You agreed with 

Attorney General Barr?  Or you disagreed with Attorney General 

Barr? 

A. My personal opinion at that point was, is that additional 

investigation into allegations of fraud needed to continue.  

He was making an opinion on what he had found to date.  Those 

investigations were ongoing and would continue to go on after 

that meeting where Mr. Barr -- it was -- I had no reason to 

doubt Mr. Barr's word and -- and still don't to this day.  

You know, he said based on what he had seen to the date, 

during that meeting, that he had found no widespread fraud, 

but the investigations were continuing. 

Q. From the time of that meeting with then Attorney General 

Barr and then President Trump until the time that you arrived 

at the Cobb County Civic Center to observe a portion of the 

signature audit on or about December 22, 2020, had you learned 

new information that provided you sufficient evidence to reach 

a conclusion? 
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A. To reach a conclusion on what?

Q. To reach a conclusion about the allegations of widespread 

fraud in the presidential election.  

A. As I stated earlier, there were continuing -- there would 

continue to be allegations of fraud that were being 

investigated by DOJ and others at that particular point, and 

so I don't know that they had reached a conclusion, and 

because of that I hadn't reached a conclusion. 

Q. Okay.  And that was kind of where I was going.  

So you went to the Civic Center in Cobb County to observe 

what was then the ongoing signature audit in that county; 

correct? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. That audit was being conducted by the Secretary of 

State's office in Georgia; correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Among other entities? 

A. And the GBI. 

Q. Among other entities.  

At that time, did you have an opinion about whether the 

allegations about widespread fraud in Georgia, in particular, 

were valid or invalid? 

A. I didn't have enough information to make a determination 

one way or another. 

Q. All right.  Do you recall as you sit here now that the 
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Trump campaign had ongoing litigation in Georgia on December 

22, 2020? 

A. I don't know about that specific date.  I do know that 

they had litigation with Georgia, et al., I guess is the best 

way for me to put it, at some point in December. 

Q. And what was the federal policy or interests that you 

were advancing in observing the Cobb County Civic Center 

signature audit that was ongoing? 

A. So, again, trying to make sure that I kept the President 

well informed.  The President -- be able to inform him of any 

potential for executive orders, future legislation.  Broadly 

looking at his time and trying to make sure that, with all of 

the other things that were going on, checking off a box to say 

this has been checked, that's a question that's been asked and 

answered.  

But, again, it was working with the President to try to 

make sure that he was -- had proper advice and -- and -- and 

understood what was going on. 

Q. No federal interests outside the management of the 

President's time and the general interests that you've 

described for us?

A. Well, I think I mentioned in my testimony just now that 

the potential federal interest, the potential for future 

legislation, for executive orders, the potential for other 

federal agencies to be aware.  You know, it's not just the 
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President.  It would be -- in terms of elections, it's the 

Department of Homeland Security, it's DOJ, it's others that 

all are concerned about a free and fair election.  And so 

being able to advise him of that was -- was critical.  That's 

part of -- part of my role. 

Q. That's interesting.  

Did you advise anybody else about your observations or 

conclusions after your visit to the Cobb County signature 

audit?

A. Have I advised anybody else?

Q. You let us know that you reported back to then President 

Trump and described the findings as you testified here earlier 

that the GBI was going a great a job, that the Secretary of 

State's office was doing a great job.  Is that the sum and 

substance of your testimony that you reported to President 

Trump? 

A. I think it's -- yes.  So I did -- but there would have 

been other attorneys that I would have shared that with as 

well. 

Q. Who are those other attorneys? 

A. So as I mentioned earlier, most of my interactions would 

have been with the White House general counsel's office.  So 

Mr. Herschmann on many of these matters, Mr. Cipollone.  

That's not to the exclusion of other attorneys in the White 

House counsel's office, but those would be the two -- my two 
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primary contacts. 

Q. Okay.  All right.  But much like the Michigan procedure, 

you know of no federal agency that's involved in the 

administration of or certification of election results in 

Georgia, do you? 

A. So when you say "certification," that's one thing.  If 

you're talking about is there a federal role in terms of 

working with secretaries of state, is there a federal role of 

working with board of elections in terms of a federal role, 

without a doubt.  There's been hearings on Capitol Hill.  I 

actually was part of those hearings on Capitol Hill when I was 

a member of Congress.  And so there is a federal 

interconnection there.  If that's -- if you're suggesting that 

there's not --

Q. Well, I'm not suggesting.  I'm just asking questions, 

Mr. Meadows, and perhaps you could answer the questions that I 

ask you.  

THE COURT:  Hold on, hold on, hold on.  

MR. WAKEFORD:  I don't know how to get her attention 

from way over there.  Myapologies, Your Honor. 

MS. CROSS:  Okay.  

BY MS. CROSS:  

Q. The question I asked you was a little different, though.  

Let me rephrase, see if we can narrow it even more.  

What is the federal role in the administration of 

Case 2:24-cv-02063-JJT   Document 1   Filed 08/14/24   Page 96 of 308

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT - OFFICIAL CERTIFIED TRANSCRIPT

84

presidential elections in Georgia? 

A. The federal role in presidential elections would be 

working with state and local officials.  The federal role 

would be included with our Department of Homeland Security and 

other areas in terms of that interaction, in terms of giving 

advice for cyber threats, how to keep votes -- so there's a 

federal role there.  

THE COURT:  Let me ask this question.  Is there a 

role under Article II of the Constitution for the President in 

state elections or any elections?

THE WITNESS:  In Article II of the Constitution, I 

don't -- I don't know that I'm well-versed enough in Article 

II to go through it.  

THE COURT:  Article II deals with -- 

THE WITNESS:  No, no.  I -- 

THE COURT:  Is there a role -- 

THE WITNESS:  There's Article I, Article II, 

Article III, yeah. 

THE COURT:  Is there a role in Article II for the 

President in state elections, or any elections, Electoral 

College or any of those aspects?  

THE WITNESS:  I don't know enough to --  

THE COURT:  That's fair. 

THE WITNESS:  -- to opine on that, sir. 

THE COURT:  That's fair.  
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MS. CROSS:  And that's -- thank you, Your Honor. 

BY MS. CROSS:  

Q. So you weren't acting -- at the time you went to observe 

the signature audit in Cobb County, you weren't acting out of 

the belief that you were there in furtherance of a specific 

article of power that the President had? 

A. I believed I was there supporting the President, as I've 

mentioned earlier, in my federal role as Chief of Staff, 

which, bluntly, is to keep him well-informed and well-advised 

on a variety of issues.  This particular issue was a good 

report on what was happening here, and -- and having him 

advised of that, I did then and still today think that that 

was the role that I was expected to do as Chief of Staff. 

Q. I asked you earlier about the administration of 

elections.  

Do you know of any or are you aware of any federal role 

by anybody, any agency, in the certification of elections in 

Georgia? 

A. I am not. 

Q. When you were describing, Mr. Meadows, this period of 

time post-election -- you were Chief of Staff for 

approximately ten months --

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. -- correct?  Okay.  

From approximately March 2020 until the January 20, 2021; 
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is that correct? 

A. That's correct, yes, ma'am.  

Q. Okay.  All right.  And when your lawyer was asking you 

questions on direct examination about all of the things that 

were going on in the post election period, do you recall those 

questions? 

A. Most of them, yes, ma'am. 

Q. Recall the general topic? 

A. Yes.  Yes, ma'am. 

Q. Fair enough.  

And COVID was something that you mentioned, correct? 

A. Yes, ma'am.  

Q. The federal response to the COVID pandemic; correct? 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. I wrote down that you referred to Afghanistan, the 

potential withdrawal from Afghanistan, that was something that 

was occupying a lot of your time; correct? 

A. Well, it was one of the things, yes. 

Q. One of the things.  

A. And -- 

Q. Go ahead.  

A. I'm sorry.  Go ahead.  I'll let you ask the question. 

THE COURT:  You can finish your answer.

THE WITNESS:  Yes, sir.  

You know, the withdrawal of Afghanistan actually 
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brought in a whole lot of other, you know, other 

considerations, and -- you know, I don't want to indicate that 

that was myopic, I mean, but it was an important issue.  I was 

just trying to give specifics under the questions for His 

Honor. 

BY MS. CROSS:  

Q. I understand.  Of course, in fact, I think you used the 

word "myopic."  I think you used that before, you had a new 

myopic focus on making the COVID tests more accessible and 

more practical for use; is that correct? 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. Okay.  But even amid all of the other duties and 

responsibilities that you had, you made time on December 22 to 

go to Cobb County? 

A. Yes, ma'am.  

Q. Okay.  To your knowledge, Mr. Meadows, did Mr. Trump's 

campaign reimburse your travel? 

A. No.

Q. You don't know or they did not? 

A. I'm not aware of them reimbursing it, no, I don't -- I 

mean, if --

Q. Okay.  All right.  

A. I would be surprised -- I didn't put in for 

reimbursement, no.  So I would be surprised. 

Q. If the Chief of Staff accompanies the President on 
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campaign travel, as you described for us earlier, is that 

something that is reimbursed by the campaign? 

A. I don't believe so. 

Q. Do you know for sure that it is not? 

A. I've asked that question.  And my understanding is, is 

that because so much of my work requires me to be there as 

Chief of Staff and to be there, that there was a certain group 

of people that were required to be there in the Chief of Staff 

role, and that was one of those.  And so that didn't get 

reimbursed.  That was my understanding from discussing it with 

an attorney, in-house attorney. 

THE COURT:  I don't want to get into attorney/client 

discussion.  That's good enough, what he said.

MS. CROSS:  Yeah, I'm happy to move on from that.  

That's fine. 

BY MS. CROSS:  

Q. Do you recognize, Mr. Meadows, of course, that then 

President Trump had a personal interest in that election 

outcome in Georgia; correct? 

A. Sure. 

Q. And, in fact, he was pretty personally invested in the 

Georgia election outcome; correct? 

A. I think to say the President was interested in all of the 

election outcomes would be accurate as they affected him, yes. 

Q. All right.  I think you acknowledged in your direct 
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testimony -- we're still there on page 44, Mr. Meadows, 

Act 93, if you could take a look at that for me, please.  

A. Which act?  I'm sorry.  

Q. 93.  

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. Okay.  Do you acknowledge, sir, that you did, on December 

23, 2020, arrange a telephone call between Ms. Watson and then 

President Trump? 

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Were you on that call? 

A. I was not. 

Q. Are you aware of anyone other than then President Trump 

and Ms. Watson on that call? 

A. I am not. 

Q. And you used the contact information for Ms. Watson that 

she had provided to you the day before at the Cobb County 

energy center -- Civic Center?

A. Either -- either that contact or Ms. Fuchs, one or -- 

Ms. Fuchs was my primary contact, Ms. Jordan Fuchs, I'm sorry.  

But I seem to have a vague recollection that, yes, it was a 

phone number that I gave him. 

Q. Okay.  And Fuchs, for the court reporter, is spelled 

F-U-C-H-S.  Is that your understanding? 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. Okay.  All right.  If you turn to the next page, Act 96, 
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can you take a look at that for us, please, on page 45.  You 

let us know that there -- the allegation is that a text 

message was sent to Ms. Watson, but actually your recollection 

is that text message was sent to Ms. Fuchs; correct? 

A. I don't know that I said that for the Court, but that is 

my recollection, yes. 

Q. Okay.  All right.  So you do acknowledge that on or about 

the 27th of December, 2020, you sent a text message -- we 

believe to be to -- do you have a specific recollection that 

it was to Ms. Fuchs? 

A. The phone number I believe is Ms. Fuchs'.  And so 

Ms. Watson, I don't -- I don't know that I communicated with 

Ms. Watson after visiting Cobb County.  I can't say with 

certainty.  But I don't recall any conversation with her.  But 

my belief is, is this particular one was not Ms. Watson.  It 

would have been Ms. Jordan Fuchs. 

Q. All right.  Is the content of that text consistent with 

your recollection? 

A. I think there were several text messages, as I was going 

back and forth with Ms. Fuchs on that.  And I believe we 

provided those to the January 6th committee. 

Q. You were subpoenaed for your phone records and your 

texts.  What were you subpoenaed?  What was the scope of the 

subpoena that you received from the January 6th commission? 

A. I -- I don't -- I -- broad, I'm sure.  But -- 
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Q. I'm sure that's true.  

A. -- I don't remember. 

Q. All right.  Let's ask it a little differently, then.  

Did you provide your phone records and whatever content 

of text messages you had in your possession at that time in 

response to the subpoena? 

A. We -- we provided some text messages.  I'd have to have 

my attorneys weigh in.  They did all that.  And I'm sure there 

were some questions of privilege and other questions that may 

have kept some of -- some of the things from being shared. 

Q. Okay.  Certainly.  For our purposes today, all I need to 

know, Mr. Meadows, is that you did indeed send, on or about 

December 27, 2020, you sent a text, among others, to Ms. Fuchs 

that read in part, "Is there a way to speed up Fulton County's 

signature verification in order to have results before Jan 6 

if the Trump campaign assists financially?"  

A. That seems to be consistent with a message I sent to 

Ms. Fuchs, yes. 

Q. That's accurate, to the best of your knowledge? 

A. To the best of my knowledge, yes, without looking at it. 

Q. Why are you as the Chief of Staff making a financial 

offer to the Georgia Secretary of State's office on behalf of 

the Trump campaign? 

A. To be clear, the way you're phrasing, I didn't make a 

financial offer to them.  This particular question was asking 
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a question about whether it was -- we were able to speed 

things up.  And I can tell you the reason why I asked that 

question. 

Q. Sure.  

THE COURT:  Go ahead.

THE WITNESS:  I was in a meeting prior to that in -- 

earlier that -- in that time period.  I don't know exactly 

when, Your Honor.  But where in Wisconsin, there was a 

recount.  And they indicated that they would do a recount in 

that particular particular state if -- if the campaign was 

willing to pay for it.  

My -- my question was more if this was an overtime 

financial drain on a particular government entity, as we all 

in the government have financial constraints, wanted to be 

able to speak to that particular question.  But that's why it 

came up, was really from a financial assistance that the 

campaign made in the Wisconsin case. 

BY MS. CROSS:  

Q. Did anyone direct you to inquire as to whether campaign 

funds could be available for assistance in the Secretary of 

State's procedure? 

A. In terms of campaign funds, I think the question was 

posed by me, just seeing if the resources -- I didn't speak 

for the campaign, didn't work for the campaign, but certainly 

being able to advise the President of the United States.  You 
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know, he was looking at ways to make sure that we could get a 

definitive yes or no quickly.  

And so it's just in keeping of me trying to ask a person 

who should know whether it's a financial resource issue, you 

know, manpower issue or whatever.  So I wasn't speaking on 

behalf of the campaign. 

Q. You had no authority or ability to offer federal funds 

for that purpose, did you?

A. No. 

Q. There was no federal funds available for a campaign 

request of a Secretary of State's office in Georgia; correct? 

A. There should be no federal. 

Q. Why is that?

A. You mean in terms of American taxpayer dollars?

Q. Yes.  

A. You know, having American taxpayer dollars paying for 

campaign-related issues is, you know, it gets back -- speaks 

to the question about me traveling with the President and why 

some of the people that travel with the President, they get 

reimbursed for their -- their time.  Mine was unique in that, 

as the Chief of Staff, I had to travel with the President.  

But having campaigns pay for those kinds of activities is what 

I deem inappropriate. 

Q. All right.  Mr. Meadows, you mentioned on direct 

examination that you had a personal e-mail and an official 
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e-mail.  

Do you recall that testimony? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How did you distinguish how you used those two separate 

e-mail accounts? 

A. If -- oftentimes what I would do is -- on my personal 

e-mail is -- would copy it and send it to the archives in 

terms of a federal record.  Many times it was incoming that 

came to me personally, whether it's on my White House e-mail 

or my e-mail that was a Gmail account at that point. 

Q. The responsive documents that you produced in -- after 

you received a subpoena from the January 6th committee, did 

those include -- I don't want to know anything you talked 

about with your attorneys.  So if you can answer without 

telling me about anything you talked about with your 

attorneys.  

Were responsive documents produced from both of those 

accounts? 

A. It's my understanding they were. 

Q. Thank you.  

A. I don't know that for a fact, though.  But, I mean -- 

Q. To the best of your knowledge? 

A. Yeah.  To the best of my knowledge, I would assume that 

it came from both accounts. 

Q. Okay.  
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A. I don't know -- so I haven't -- can I be clear?  

THE COURT:  Yes, sir, go ahead. 

THE WITNESS:  So my White House e-mail I didn't have 

access to, you know.  So if you're saying that I got a 

subpoena -- I assume that they got my White House e-mails, but 

they didn't get them from me, because I didn't have them.  And 

so I -- so, again, trying not to speculate.  I would find it 

surprising if they didn't have my White House e-mails, but I 

didn't have access to them. 

BY MS. CROSS:  

Q. Understood.  Thank you.  

All right.  Can I direct your attention, then, 

Mr. Meadows, to -- 

MR. WAKEFORD:  I'm sorry, Ms. Cross.  

One second, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  We need to move on.  

MS. CROSS:  Yes, sir. 

BY MS. CROSS:  

Q. When -- Mr. Meadows, when you were answering my questions 

about the texts you sent to Ms. Fuchs about the campaign 

potentially paying for expedited signature review, do you 

recall that?

A. Yeah.  Based on the quote, you mean, from -- I guess that 

would be from Act 96?

Q. Correct, yes.  And you said that, well, we were just 
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looking for an answer quickly or we wanted an answer -- 

A. If I used the word -- I'm sorry.  Go ahead.  

THE COURT:  Let her finish the question. 

BY MS. CROSS:  

Q. Yeah.  You see where I'm going.  

I was wondering who you referred to in the "we?"  

A. Yeah.  "We" is -- is a term that I default to a lot, 

trying not to give -- take undue credit myself when I was in 

Congress.  And so using the term "we" is probably not the 

accurate word there in terms of "we."  

In terms of expedited verifications, certainly that would 

have been the campaign or the President himself. 

Q. So then why was it you who sent the text instead of 

someone on the campaign reaching out to the Secretary of 

State's office? 

A. Again, I had had conversations with Ms. Fuchs.  What I 

had observed in Cobb County was impressive.  I felt like that 

her goal and the Secretary's goal was to make sure that the 

signature verification was accurate, and there in -- certainly 

in Cobb County.  And being able to take this particular 

question of signature verifications, whether it's in Cobb 

County or Fulton County or any other county in the State of 

Georgia off the table, would allow for one area to be closed.  

Be able to work towards, you know, a peaceful transition of 

power, continue to work on the other issues that we've already 
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talked about.  But, for me, it was being able to take an open 

question off the table. 

Q. Did you report to anyone in the campaign the response you 

got to that text? 

A. Not that I recall, no. 

Q. Was there any transfer, to your knowledge, of campaign 

funds to the Secretary of State's office in Georgia to 

facilitate or expedite any sort of review? 

A. Not to my knowledge.  I think Ms. Fuchs didn't indicate 

that it was much of a financial as it was a time constraint. 

Q. Okay.  All right then.  If you're on page 50? 

A. Which page?

Q. 50.  

A. 50?  Okay. 

Q. I want to direct your attention -- you acknowledge -- I 

believe I understood your testimony to be that you were on the 

January 2, 2021, call between then President Trump and 

Secretary of State Raffensperger? 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. Okay.  Can you tell me who initiated that call? 

A. Who set the call up?

Q. How the call came to be?  What is your understanding of 

the purpose of the call, who set it up, and why it was placed?  

A. My understanding of the call was to try to find -- I 

think judges -- I mean, attorneys call it a compromise and 
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settle.  My understanding was, is that it was to try to find 

some common ground in terms of signature verifications between 

the attorneys and -- and the Secretary of State's office, and 

to handle the issue in a less litigious manner. 

Q. Is it your testimony that the initiation of the call came 

from campaign lawyers? 

A. I don't know exactly who it came from.  I know that 

certainly the President of the United States wanted to have -- 

have this issue resolved, and my understanding was, is to put 

everybody together.  Again, this flows out of a -- what I 

would consider a good meeting that I had observed prior to 

Christmas with the Secretary of State's office. 

Q. Let me ask it a slightly different way.  

How did you learn that -- did you take the suggestion of 

a call between then President Trump and Secretary of State 

Raffensperger, did you take that to the President and suggest 

it?

A. Not to my knowledge, no. 

Q. Do you recall the then President suggesting to you that 

he wanted to speak with Secretary of State Raffensperger? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That idea initiated with him; correct?  And by "him," I 

mean then President Trump? 

A. I believe so, yes.  I don't know whether it came from his 

attorneys to him, but I was asked to reach -- reach out. 
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Q. First you heard of any potential call between then 

President Trump and Secretary of State Raffensperger was from 

then President Trump; correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you recall the content of that conversation? 

A. You mean the phone call?

Q. No.  I mean, you first learning that then President Trump 

wished to contact Secretary of State Raffensperger.  

A. I don't recall, I mean...  

Q. What, then, did you do to facilitate the call, if 

anything? 

A. This phone call here?

Q. Yes, sir.

A. I'm sure I dealt with Ms. Fuchs to set the call up.  It 

certainly would have been set up through our White House 

switchboard in getting both attorneys and the President on the 

phone with Mr. Raffensperger.  And I believe Mr. Germany was 

on the phone as well. 

Q. Who did you reach out to -- once the President came to 

you, initiated the idea of a conversation with Secretary of 

State Raffensperger, who then did you reach out to to arrange 

the participation of the litigation attorneys? 

A. So who did I reach out to -- I missed the last part of 

that.  Litigation attorneys, what is that?

Q. You, I believe, referenced that some attorneys for then 
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President Trump personally and the Trump campaign that was -- 

had ongoing litigation at that time.  Is that your 

understanding? 

A. I think there were three attorneys that were -- were 

involved in the phone call.  I'm not sure in what capacity, 

whether they worked for the campaign or whether they worked 

for Mr. -- for President Trump directly.  I can't speak to 

that. 

Q. How did they learn about the call?

A. I don't know. 

Q. You didn't reach out to them?  Who did you reach out to, 

if anyone, do you recall? 

A. I don't recall.  I've tried to recall a number of times 

exactly.  I know I was asked to reach out to the secretary 

previous to this phone call and to his Chief of Staff 

previously, but I don't recall how that -- that came about. 

Q. Did you make previous attempts to reach President -- I'm 

sorry -- to reach Secretary of State Raffensperger or his 

Chief of Staff? 

A. I did. 

Q. What were those attempts? 

A. What were those -- I mean, call -- I called and left a 

message saying that the President wanted to speak with the 

secretary. 

Q. So January 2, 2021, that wasn't the first time the 
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President had informed you that he wished to speak to 

Secretary of State Raffensperger? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. How many times did then President Trump indicate to you 

that he wished to speak with Secretary of State Raffensperger? 

A. I don't recall.  I know that, you know, I've read reports 

and all that, but I -- a lot of those reports are not 

accurate. 

Q. That's why I'm interested in what you remember, 

Mr. Meadows.  

A. Yeah, so...  

Q. And what you know from your experience.  

A. I don't know.

Q. Do you know how many times? 

A. The only thing I do recall is -- is at least twice. 

Q. At least twice? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Over a period of what time? 

A. You know, a week or two.  You know... 

Q. Understanding we can't be precise, but -- 

A. Yeah. 

Q. -- that's the best of your recollection? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. All right.  So over a period of a week or two before this 

January 2, 2020, call, the President indicated to you that he 
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wished to speak to Secretary of State Raffensperger; correct? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And you made attempts to make that happen; correct? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. And your attempts to make that happen, as I understand 

your testimony today, was to reach out and leave messages for 

both, the secretary personally; correct? 

A. I believe one time for the secretary personally, yes. 

Q. And then another attempted phone connection with a staff 

member? 

A. As I recall, yes. 

Q. Were either of those calls returned? 

A. No. 

Q. When you attempted to arrange those -- 

A. I say -- excuse me.  I say they're not returned.  I 

didn't talk to them.  So, I mean, if they returned them, I 

didn't --

Q. Thank you.  

A. They may have returned them, but I didn't talk to them, 

no.  

Q. Okay.  When you attempted to arrange those previous phone 

conversations at the direction -- was it at the direction of 

President Trump?

A. Yes. 

Q. When you attempted to arrange those previous connections 

Case 2:24-cv-02063-JJT   Document 1   Filed 08/14/24   Page 115 of 308

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT - OFFICIAL CERTIFIED TRANSCRIPT

103

with Secretary of State Raffensperger at the direction of then 

President Trump, who else was involved in that procedure? 

A. Who else tried to reach out?

Q. No.  Who else did you involve in the attempt to reach 

out?

A. I don't recall. 

Q. Okay.  And here's why I'm kind of asking, so maybe you'd 

have a better recollection if I asked it a different way.  

You said that you believed the purpose of the call on 

January 2, 2021, was for purposes of settlement, correct, of 

the pending litigation?  That was your testimony?

A. Well, they -- the purpose was trying to get signature 

verification in Fulton County. 

Q. Whose purpose was that?

A. The President wanted to -- wanted to have signature 

verification.  He felt like a signature verification in Fulton 

County was appropriate. 

Q. He relayed that information to you? 

A. He did. 

Q. And that was a goal of his campaign; correct? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. You don't know that? 

A. I don't speak for the campaign. 

Q. I'm not asking you to speak for the campaign.  

To your knowledge, was that also a goal of the Trump 
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presidential campaign, to have further signature audits in 

Georgia? 

A. I do not know. 

Q. You do not know.  

You believe, however, President Trump -- please explain 

to me as best you can recollect his request or direction to 

you to arrange this call with Secretary of State 

Raffensperger.  

A. I'm sorry, I missed you there.  So can you rephrase or 

repeat the question?  

Q. Sure.  

I'm wondering, as best you can recall, what were the 

words he used?  What did he tell you he wanted to talk to 

Secretary of State Raffensperger for?  And, again, I'm asking 

you for the best as you can recollect then President Trump's 

words.  

A. Yeah.  I don't know that he gave me a whole lot of 

specifics on why he wanted to do that.  I don't recall any 

specifics.  

Q. Okay.  All right.  In your previous attempts, did you try 

to loop in anyone from the campaign on that call? 

A. I don't recall looping in anybody on the campaign. 

Q. Did you attempt to loop in or have input from anyone 

else?

A. In trying to set up the calls?
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Q. Yes, sir.

A. Maybe the White House switchboard.  Yeah, I think they 

made several attempts.  

Q. Okay.  

A. I don't know that I asked them to do -- the President may 

have asked them.  I just know that -- I just know that -- I 

know that -- well, I've come to know that the White House 

reached out to the Secretary as well.  

Q. Okay.  

A. White House switchboard. 

Q. The White House switchboard.  All right.  

Do you recall on January 2nd -- prior to the call, do you 

recall having any conversation with Cleta Mitchell?

A. Certainly I had conversations with Cleta Mitchell. 

Q. What were those conversations about? 

A. A variety of aspects as it relates to Georgia and -- in 

terms of any details of election fraud, what she was doing.  I 

had conversations with her. 

Q. Who is Ms. Mitchell? 

A. Cleta Mitchell is an attorney that represented the 

President I think in a pro bono manner.  Again, I don't know 

the exact arrangements, but Cleta Mitchell -- I know Cleta 

Mitchell well. 

Q. She was involved in the campaign litigation? 

A. It's my understanding, yes. 
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Q. Okay.  Without defining her role, that might be outside 

the scope of your knowledge, but she was involved in some way 

and you had conversations -- she was involved in some way in 

the campaign litigation for then President Trump? 

A. Again, you used the word "campaign litigation."  I'm not 

sure if it was litigation on the President's half or the 

campaign, but certainly involved in some way with litigation 

is my understanding. 

Q. She wasn't a federal employee, Ms. Mitchell? 

A. She was not a federal employee.  

Q. She didn't work at DOJ? 

A. She did not. 

Q. She had no role in -- she was not a federal employee in 

any respect that you're aware of in December 2000 -- January 

2021, correct? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. So what conversation, if any, did you have with 

Ms. Mitchell about the phone call that was, again, requested 

by then President Trump with Secretary of State Raffensperger? 

A. I don't recall any specific conversation with 

Ms. Mitchell.  I'm sure I had a conversation with 

Ms. Mitchell.  But I don't recall any specific conversation.  

You know, as I've gone back over this -- this phone call 

that's been widely reported about for many, many months trying 

to -- trying to remember everything around it and all of that.  

Case 2:24-cv-02063-JJT   Document 1   Filed 08/14/24   Page 119 of 308

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT - OFFICIAL CERTIFIED TRANSCRIPT

107

I don't remember anything specific as it relates to 

Ms. Mitchell.  

You know, as I've said, my understanding and my belief 

then and certainly my belief today was, is that this was more 

about Fulton County signature verifications.  It was 

particularly a concern for the President of the United States 

and -- and this phone call was hoping to find a way to have a 

less litigious way of resolving that. 

Q. What was going to be a less litigious way of resolving? 

A. I beg your pardon?

Q. What would be a less litigious way to resolve the 

concerns that then President Trump was expressing to you? 

A. My understanding was, is that the attorneys desired to 

work with Secretary of State's office for some of the records. 

Q. Whose attorneys?  What attorneys? 

A. I think it was three attorneys, Ms. Mitchell, Alex, I 

think it's Kaufman, and Kirk -- it starts with an H.  I'm not 

sure. 

Q. Does Hilbert sound --

A. It sounds correct.

Q. -- correct? 

So those were campaign attorneys? 

A. I don't know.  Again, you keep coming back to say they're 

campaign attorneys.  I don't know how they were compensated or 

if they were compensated or who they worked for, if they 
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worked for the President directly or some other group. 

Q. I'm wondering, then, if you weren't clear about the scope 

of their representation to the extent you didn't know who they 

represented, why did you want them on this call? 

A. My -- my understanding, again --

Q. Go ahead.  

A. Okay.  My understanding was -- is that there was -- that 

the President wanted signature verifications in Fulton County.  

He believed that there was fraud there.  And that if signature 

verifications took place there, they would show justification 

for allegations -- for some of the allegations of fraud that 

had been made.  

Whether there was fraud or not, I had no knowledge -- 

still don't to this day.  And -- and so in this meeting, this 

phone call, setting it up with the attorneys where they could 

find some kind of compromise -- again, I think you-all call it 

compromise and settle.  

Q. I don't call it that.

A. Okay.  So... 

Q. Were you clear about the roles of the individual 

attorneys that you mentioned, Mr. Hilbert, Mr. Kaufman, and 

Ms. Mitchell, at the time you placed the call?

A. Was I clear on their roles?  I think, as I just 

testified, other than them being attorneys that were involved, 

that was the extent of my understanding of their role, that 
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they were involved in a lawsuit. 

Q. If, for example, you introduced them on the call as 

Mr. Kirk Hilbert and Alex Kaufman as attorneys that represent 

the President, does that suggest to you -- assume for the 

purpose of my question that you did, in fact, introduce Mr. 

Hilbert and Mr. Kaufman on the call as attorneys that 

represent the President, if that's true, do you believe at the 

time you had a better understanding of their roles? 

A. No.  As I say -- and if I've said anything that would 

indicate a contradiction of that, I believe that I did 

introduce them as attorneys.  But whether they work for the 

President directly or the campaign -- because I think your 

question said they represented the campaign.  I don't know 

that.  All I know is they were attorneys involved in a 

lawsuit.  Whether it was for him personally or for the 

campaign, I don't know.  I do know that they were attorneys 

and I believe at the beginning of the call, I identified 

myself as the Chief of Staff, and that we had kind of place 

set the call saying we've got these other people on the call 

-- as setting up the call. 

Q. Mr. Meadows, at the time you placed the call, what 

Article II, authority was advanced -- did you believe was 

advanced by this phone conversation? 

A. Again, getting back to His Honor's question of Article II 

and specifically there, I don't know that I'm learned enough 
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to be able to talk about the Article II aspects of -- of the 

call.  I mean, certainly in a broaden sense, trying to make 

sure that we had accurate, fair elections, and advancing that 

and that principal, whether that's an Article II 

responsibility or an Article II -- or an Article I, II, and 

III responsibility, we all want an accurate election. 

Q. Is settlement of private litigation, does that have any 

federal purpose? 

A. When that federal -- when that legislation -- when that 

litigation involves elections, I saw it as part of my role as 

the Chief of Staff to try to deal with that.  The President 

gave clear direction on wanting to deal with it.  Did I get 

involved in other litigation matters, generally not.  I left 

attorneys to, hopefully, work out the attorneys -- work it out 

with other attorneys.  

Me setting up a phone call for the President of the 

United States at his direction was certainly something that I 

believe was in my duty as Chief of Staff to help facilitate. 

Q. Your testimony is that you believed it was necessary and 

proper for your role as Chief of Staff to participate and 

arrange a settlement conference of the President's private 

litigation?

A. That is my testimony -- you added the settlement part of 

that.  Serving the President of the United States and -- and I 

want to be clear with His Honor, you know, it takes on all 
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kinds of forms.

I mean, listen, I dealt with the President's personal 

physician on a number of things that, you know, you wouldn't 

normally as a Chief of Staff think that, okay, you're going to 

be talking to his doctor and other people, but you do that.  

And, you know, in Article II of the Constitution, does it 

say the Chief of Staff is supposed to talk to the attorney to 

make sure the President is feeling well?  Well, it doesn't say 

that, but it's still part of my job to make sure that the 

President is safe and secure and able to perform his job.  And 

that's what I was doing. 

Q. Under that interpretation, Mr. Meadows, is there 

anything, anything that you did at the direction of then 

President Trump that is outside the scope of your 

responsibilities as Chief of Staff? 

A. Would there be anything?

Q. My question was, was there? 

A. I don't know that I did anything that was outside of my 

scope as Chief of Staff that we've discussed today. 

Q. Every direction the then President gave you, you consider 

to be necessary and proper in your role as Chief of Staff? 

A. No, ma'am. 

Q. Were there some times that the President gave you 

direction that you thought to be outside the scope of your 

Chief of Staff duties and responsibilities? 
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A. Potentially. 

Q. Can you give me an example? 

A. I'm trying to think of one.  But I'm sure there are times 

where he would have asked me to do something and I didn't do 

it, but that would have been a give and take, back and forth 

between the President and me. 

Q. That's a little different.  

I'm asking you whether you did it or didn't do it.  My 

question was, is there any direction that the then President 

gave you that you consider to be outside the scope of your 

role as Chief of Staff? 

A. I can't come up with an example.  I mean, you're asking 

me to speculate on -- if you're asking me for an example that 

comes to mind, I don't have an example that comes to mind. 

Q. Can you think of a circumstance -- even if it wasn't your 

experience -- can you think of a circumstance where the 

President would have given you direction and you thought it 

was outside the scope of your duties and responsibilities as 

Chief of Staff? 

A. If he were to ask me to get up on a stage and campaign 

for him, that would have been outside of my -- that would have 

been clearly me advocating for him in terms of President of 

the United States. 

Q. You advocating for him would have been outside the scope 

of your role as Chief of Staff? 
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A. Campaigning for him. 

Q. You acting on behalf of his campaign would be outside 

your role as Chief of Staff? 

A. Interacting with, but working for the campaign, if I were 

working for the campaign, that would not be my role as Chief 

of Staff. 

Q. It wouldn't, would it?  

There's a pretty clear differentiation between campaign 

functions and the role of a federal employee; correct? 

A. There is -- there is a line that certainly campaign 

individuals are not federal employees.  As we've discussed all 

morning, both with your questions and with questions from 

Mr. Terwilliger.  

Me talking with and communicating with campaign officials 

and interacting with campaign officials, is certainly part of 

my role.  It's been part of -- I would -- it should be part of 

the role of every Chief of Staff.  To suggest that there's not 

a political component of it would be disingenuous. 

Q. Do you agree with me, Mr. Meadows, that solely advancing 

the interest of a campaign would be outside your role as Chief 

of Staff? 

A. Solely advancing a campaign related -- well, a -- 

Q. Or interest.  

A. -- campaign-related goal?  Well, give me an example of 

that.  And I think if you give me an example, I can -- I can 
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-- I can speak to it.  

THE COURT:  Hold on, hold on, hold on.  

BY MS. CROSS:  

Q. I'm going to ask you to please answer the questions that 

I ask you.  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Your Honor, I'm going to object to 

the questions she's asking, because it's a hypothetical and 

it's asking him for an opinion.  He's not an expert. 

BY MS. CROSS:  

Q. If you can't think of anything --

THE COURT:  Hold on one second.  Let me rule on the 

objection.  I think he can answer it.  If he can't answer, he 

can say, "I can't answer."  So ask the question again.

MS. CROSS:  Okay.  

THE COURT:  If you can answer it, answer it.  If you 

can't, tell the truth. 

BY MS. CROSS:  

Q. Would you agree with me, Mr. Meadows, that acting to 

advance -- solely acting to advance a campaign goal or 

interest would be outside the scope of the Chief of Staff's 

responsibilities? 

A. I would not agree with that. 

Q. You would not agree with that? 

A. No.  The way -- so -- can you read back exactly the way 

that you asked that?  
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THE COURT:  She can't. 

THE WITNESS:  Oh, she can't do that?  Okay. 

So you said advancing a campaign goal.  A campaign 

goal is lowering prescription drug prices.  Is that -- do I 

have a federal nexus there?  Without a doubt I've got a 

federal nexus.  And so there's lots of things that are said on 

the campaign trail that, quite frankly, my job as Chief of 

Staff is to make sure that it's not just campaign rhetoric.  

That's part of the problem with America is they campaign one 

way and they legislate another.

BY MS. CROSS:  

Q. Sir --  

MS. CROSS:  I'm going to object to the responsiveness 

of the answer. 

THE COURT:  Let's go to the next question.  

BY MS. CROSS:  

Q. My question, though, was solely a campaign goal or 

interest.  Is advancing a campaign goal or interest something 

that you consider to be within the scope of the Chief of 

Staff's role? 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Objection, Your Honor.  Asked and 

answered.

MS. CROSS:  I don't believe I've gotten an answer. 

THE COURT:  I don't think he's answered the question 

yet.  So I'm going to overrule the objection.  
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BY MS. CROSS:  

Q. Did you understand my question? 

A. Yes.  So my response would be, campaign goals and 

objectives, there is a role for the Chief of Staff to make 

sure that those campaign roles and objectives get implemented 

at the federal level, and it's part of my job as Chief of 

Staff.

Q. Thank you for your candor. 

THE COURT:  Thank you.

THE WITNESS:  Thank you, sir.

BY MS. CROSS:  

Q. Let's go back, Mr. Meadows, although we are -- 

THE COURT:  How much more do you have on cross?  

MS. CROSS:  I've got a minute.  Probably about 35, 40 

minutes. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Let's stop right here for a 

lunch break.  

Mr. Meadows -- everybody sit down.  

Mr. Meadows, you can't discuss your testimony with 

anyone while at the break.  Okay?  You can talk to your 

lawyers, but you can't discuss your testimony.  

Any questions?  

THE WITNESS:  Even with them?  

THE COURT:  You can talk to them, but you can't 

discuss your testimony.  They know the rules.  They're 
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experienced lawyers.  

Okay.  We'll start back at 2 o'clock.  Thank you-all.  

(A lunch break was taken from 12:50 p.m. to 2 p.m.) 

(Court Reporter Penny Coudriet, RPR, RMR, CRR, 

commenced reporting the proceedings.)  

THE COURT:  I hope everybody had a good lunch.  You 

ready?  It looks like you had a good lunch, you're ready to 

go.  

MS. CROSS:  Thank you, Your Honor.  I am ready to go. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Meadows, I'll remind you you're still 

under oath, sir.  

THE WITNESS:  Yes, sir. 

BY MS. CROSS (CONT'D):

Q. Mr. Meadows, prior to us breaking for lunch you had the 

indictment in front of you that was an exhibit.  Do you still 

have that in front of you?

A. No, ma'am, I don't.  I think -- 

Q. If you don't mind, I'm going to --  

MS. CROSS:  Your Honor, may I approach the witness?  

THE COURT:  Yes, ma'am.

BY MS. CROSS:

Q. All right.  I'm just going to put that in front of you in 

case you need to refer to it for any reason.  

A. Thank you.

Q. Thank you.  
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All right.  Mr. Meadows, you spoke to us this morning 

about your role as Chief of Staff.  And at times it was 

appropriate for you to reach out to various state officials on 

different reasons; correct? 

A. Yes.

Q. And one of the states you mentioned I think was New York; 

correct? 

A. Yes.  In terms of state officials that I met with, yes. 

Q. Correct.  Absolutely.  

And I think another one of the states you referenced was 

Texas; correct? 

A. Yes.

Q. And when you were given examples, I think in response to 

Judge Jones' questions about why it was necessary for you to 

have these interactions with state officials, I think you 

referenced FEMA, federal aid for disaster relief.  That was a 

typical subject matter of your outreach to state officials; is 

that right? 

A. That's one of them, yes. 

Q. COVID, I think you told us, was another one; correct? 

A. Yes.  Just trying to give examples, sure. 

Q. Absolutely.  Yeah.  And those come to mind.  

The federal government was coordinating the response to 

the COVID pandemic, correct, during your time as Chief of 

Staff? 
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A. Yes.

Q. So that was a centralized federal role that you were 

facilitating state cooperation with; correct? 

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  Same thing with FEMA.  I think you referenced 

FEMA.  The federal government has a role in dispersing federal 

emergency funds, correct, in the result -- in response to a 

disaster? 

A. Yes.

Q. That's typically what FEMA does? 

A. Yes.

Q. And so when you described for us using an example of your 

outreach to various state officials as being potentially part 

of a FEMA response and coordination, that's what you were 

referring to? 

A. On that particular example, yes. 

Q. Yes.  Okay.  All right.

Well, let's, then, direct our attention to the 

January 2nd, 2021, call between the then President Trump and 

Secretary of State Raffensperger.  That's kind of where we 

ended the questioning before lunch; do you recall? 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. Okay.  All right.  As I recall your testimony, the then 

President came to you and wanted you to initiate a call with 

Secretary of State Raffensperger; correct? 
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A. Make contact with the secretary so he could talk to him. 

Q. He wanted to talk to him? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And he asked you, make that happen? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. All right.  And this was the at least third such attempt 

in the week or two prior to the January 2nd call; correct?

A. The January 2nd would have been the third, yes. 

Q. Okay.  All right.  And you're aware, of course, that by 

January 2nd, 2021, that the election result in Georgia had 

been certified; correct? 

A. I believe it was certified in December. 

Q. Yes.  Sometime prior to your January 2nd, 2021, call; 

correct? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Okay.  All right.  Do you recall having a conversation 

with anyone -- in between the time then President Trump wanted 

you -- told you to get Secretary of State Raffensperger on the 

phone, did you have a phone conversation with any of -- anyone 

that you recall in between that time and the time you actually 

got on the phone? 

A. I probably did, but I don't recall anything specifically. 

Q. Do you recall being on the phone with any of the 

attorneys who were involved in President Trump's campaign 

litigation? 
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A. Okay.  You keep saying attorneys, campaign.  Are you 

talking about Alex and Kurt?  

Q. I am.  

A. Okay.  All right.

Q. So Mr. Hilbert, Mr. Kaufman, the people who ended up on 

the call, I'm wondering if you had any conversation with them 

in between the time then President Trump told you to initiate 

this call and the time you actually got on the call? 

A. I may have, but I don't recall if I did. 

Q. Okay.  And as I understood your answers earlier, you may 

have had a conversation with Ms. Mitchell, but you don't 

recall specifically? 

A. Right.  It's highly probable.  I talked to Ms. Mitchell 

more than I did those other two attorneys. 

Q. Did you have a prior relationship with -- professional 

relationship with Ms. Mitchell before the election 

litigation -- I'm sorry -- the post-election phase, let's call 

it that, the post-2020 election, did you know Ms. Mitchell 

prior to? 

A. I did. 

Q. How long is your association with Ms. Mitchell? 

A. Many years.  I don't know specifically, but I've known 

Ms. Mitchell for many years. 

Q. Are you personal friends? 

A. We've never been to dinner together that I know of, if 
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that's what you're meaning.  But we had a professional 

relationship.  She was an attorney that represented me when I 

was a member of Congress. 

Q. What was the subject matter of her representation of you?  

We don't need a lot of details but just --

A. Right.  FEC. 

Q. FEC litigation or matters? 

A. Matters. 

Q. Matters.  Okay.  

All right.  Did you have any role in bringing 

Ms. Mitchell, then, to advise the President on any 

campaign-related issue? 

A. Actually, I asked Ms. Mitchell to come down and 

volunteer -- early on to Georgia to volunteer when it looked 

like the election results were going to be close. 

Q. Why did you do that? 

A. Because I felt like we needed a number of attorneys on 

both sides because it was going to be close.  

Q. Did you make that outreach on behalf of the campaign? 

A. No.  Again, I've got -- from my standpoint I have no 

campaign role. 

Q. No campaign role.  I'm going to write that.  No campaign 

role.  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Can he finish his answer?  

THE COURT:  Hold on.  Hold on. 
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MR. TERWILLIGER:  I'm sorry.  Just if you could 

admonish counsel to let him finish his answer before 

commentary on it.  

THE COURT:  Let him finish his full answer and then 

ask your next question. 

MS. CROSS:  Yes, sir.

BY MS. CROSS:

Q. Are you finished with your answer, Mr. Meadows? 

A. I beg your pardon?  

Q. Are you finished with your answer? 

A. So in terms of interacting with campaign, certainly I did 

in my role as Chief of Staff, reaching out to make sure that 

we had attorneys in areas.  It was something that served the 

President.  

And certainly reaching out to Ms. Mitchell, because of my 

prior relationship, she had been in Montana, I believe, 

working on election issues -- election campaigns there, and so 

I had asked her to come down. 

Q. Did you request Ms. Mitchell's presence on the phone 

call, the January 2nd phone call? 

A. Again, I'm not sure how all of that actually transpired.  

It's my understanding that Ms. Mitchell and others had 

conversations with the President directly that I was not 

involved with, but I don't know that for certain. 

Q. Understood.  
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By whatever means, Ms. Mitchell ended up on the call; 

correct? 

A. Yes.

Q. We talked about Mr. Hilbert ending up on the call; 

correct?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Mr. Kaufman ended up on the call; correct? 

A. Yes.

Q. You were on the call for the entirety of the phone call? 

A. Yes.

Q. Then President Trump was on the phone call for the 

entirety -- entire duration? 

A. With the secretary and Mr. Germany, yes. 

Q. Okay.  Who else from your side of the phone call was on 

the line? 

A. That's all that I know of.  I was actually in my Chief of 

Staff's office by myself.  So, I mean, I didn't introduce 

anybody else.  Those were the only people on that I was aware 

of. 

Q. Are you aware of anyone from the White House Counsel's 

Office who was on the call? 

A. I am not. 

Q. Are you aware of anyone from the Department of Justice 

who was on the call? 

A. I am not.  
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Q. Did you reach out to anyone in the Department of Justice 

to participate in the phone call? 

A. I did not.  

Q. Did you reach out to anyone from the Office of White 

House Counsel to participate in the phone call? 

A. Not to my knowledge.  That would be a question for 

Mr. Herschmann probably.  He would be the only one.  But not 

to my knowledge. 

Q. You don't have any recollection? 

A. I have no recollection of that. 

Q. Okay.  Do you have any recollection of reaching out to 

anyone for participation in this phone call that for whatever 

reason wasn't on the call? 

A. Not to my knowledge, no. 

Q. Okay.  All right.  And the phone call that we're talking 

about, Mr. Meadows, it didn't have anything to do with COVID; 

correct? 

A. No, ma'am. 

Q. It didn't have anything to do with the federal response 

to the COVID pandemic; correct? 

A. Do you mean to FEMA?  No, it did not. 

Q. It didn't have anything to do with FEMA or other funds 

that were being requested or released; correct? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Okay.  You spoke on the call? 
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A. I did. 

Q. If you could, please summarize for us the substance of 

the call to the best of your recollection.  

A. Obviously it was the President -- the former President 

talking mostly about a number of the allegations of fraud that 

he believed occurred in Georgia.  I set up the meeting, 

introduced myself as Chief of Staff, introduced Ms. Mitchell.  

I believe I introduced the other two by just their first 

names.  

And then the vast majority of the phone call was the 

President talking about the allegations of fraud and how much 

fraud was there in different aspects, whether it was 

fraudulent voters, whether it was the -- it was a fairly 

lengthy call. 

Q. It was?  

To the best of your recollection, it was slightly over an 

hour? 

A. To my recollection, I think that's correct, yes. 

Q. Perhaps even longer? 

THE COURT:  What did you say?  I didn't hear you. 

MS. CROSS:  I'll withdraw that, Your Honor.  

BY MS. CROSS:

Q. You had let us know, Mr. Meadows --

THE COURT:  I asked you a question -- 

THE WITNESS:  She said "perhaps longer."
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THE COURT:  Okay.

MS. CROSS:  I wasn't going to make him answer that. 

BY MS. CROSS:

Q. You let us know, Mr. Meadows, a little earlier in our 

questioning about that meeting you had with then Attorney 

General Barr, that he expressed his satisfaction that there 

had been no widespread fraud proven in the presidential 

election.

Do you recall those questions? 

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  And when I asked you about your trip to the Cobb 

County Civic Center to observe a portion of the signature 

verification audit that was going on conducted by the 

Secretary of State's office, among other agencies, at that 

time you had not come to a conclusion about whether you agreed 

with Attorney General Barr's assessment or not; correct? 

A. Yeah.  I think what I said, there were other allegations.  

The investigation was ongoing, and so no conclusion in terms 

of what was there or not there. 

Q. Right.  You didn't feel that you had enough information 

to make a --

A. Well, I knew the investigation was ongoing.  

You know, for me it was all about trying to make sure 

that a number of these allegations that were out there -- 

there were probably more allegations that the President heard 
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than I ever heard directly.  

You know, my job was to land the plane, is to try to deal 

with all of those issues, make sure that we've got those 

issues dealt with.  And in dealing with all of those issues, 

be able to finish up the things that we had in 60 days, have a 

peaceful transfer of power, make sure that we got all of that 

done.  

And so certainly with these issues, being able to speak 

with some kind of direction and authority on allegations that 

were being made.  And if I knew that they were not true, it 

was much easier for me to speak with authority with the 

President.

Q. By the time of this phone conversation on January 2nd, 

2021, were there allegations that had been made that you 

believed were unfounded? 

A. Certainly there were allegations -- to answer your 

question specifically, there were certain allegations that 

were unfounded at that point that I knew -- what I believed 

were unfounded, sure. 

Q. Okay.  And at the time of the January 2nd, 2021, call, 

did you feel as though at that point you had sufficient 

information to either agree or disagree with then Attorney 

General Barr's assessment? 

A. I think, as I said earlier, and I would reiterate, is 

there was still ongoing investigations.  Even at January 2nd 
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there were still ongoing, at least meting out, trying to 

figure out whether the veracity of some claims were there.  

The outstanding issue from the President's perspective 

was Fulton County signature authorizations.  There had been a 

number of allegations as it related to that that were still 

outstanding.  And even though Cobb County had been going 

through their verification, Fulton County, to my knowledge, 

had not started or been done. 

Q. So when you say "still outstanding," an allegation was 

"still outstanding," I'm wondering from whose perspective are 

you drawing that conclusion?  Are you trying to tell me that 

from then President Trump's perspective those allegations were 

still outstanding, or is it your testimony you mean that the 

official recount and certification process in Georgia had not 

been resolved to your knowledge? 

A. What I'm saying is I kept getting asked about it in my 

official duties as Chief of Staff of the President of the 

United States.  I kept asking -- getting asked about Fulton 

County and was there going to be a signature verification.  

And a number of allegations had been made, and so I continued 

to get asked about that. 

Q. Okay.  That's a little different than my question, 

though.  

A. Okay.  I'm sorry. 

Q. That's okay.  That's all right.  
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Who kept asking you?  Who kept bringing it up to you? 

A. The President had asked me about it.  

Q. Okay.  Were you aware at that time that the Secretary of 

State of Georgia for that office had any open investigation 

into any of the allegations that President Trump was 

repeatedly raising with you? 

A. That the Secretary of State for the State of Georgia had 

an open investigation, I believed they did. 

Q. You believe that they did? 

A. I believed that they -- 

Q. After -- okay.  

And after the certification of the vote, you believe that 

that was still an outstanding issue? 

A. When did the certification happen?  

Q. I can't answer your question.  

A. Oh, you can't answer.  So -- 

Q. If I orient you a little bit to early December -- yeah.  

If I orient you a little bit to early December --

A. Your Honor, without me having a calendar -- in the spirit 

of trying to be totally transparent, I thought certification 

happened sometime the middle part of December, and yet there 

was still -- the Secretary of State's office was looking at 

signature verifications in Cobb County.  I witnessed that 

personally.  

I think Ms. Watson indicated that not only would she 
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verify those signatures, but that she would go further to 

verify other counties within the state to make sure.  And so I 

assumed from that that there was an ongoing investigation. 

Q. Okay.  The allegations that were raised by then President 

Trump on the call were varied; would you agree with that?  

There were several allegations that he raised? 

A. Yes.  In rereading the transcript, yes. 

Q. Did you reread the transcript prior to your testimony 

today in preparation?  

A. I went back over it, yes, ma'am. 

Q. Okay.  All right.  And I don't want to know anything you 

did with your attorneys.  

A. No. 

Q. But you've reviewed it since January 2nd, 2021? 

A. Well, to be clear, I reviewed an AP report of what was 

there, so... 

Q. No.  I appreciate that.  

A. I mean, to the point that that was accurate, that's what 

I read.

Q. Okay.  

THE COURT:  The AP people love that answer. 

THE WITNESS:  Yeah, I bet they do. 

BY MS. CROSS:

Q. Okay.  So as you were approaching the conversation with 

Secretary of State Raffensperger, did you share then President 
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Trump's concerns about the specific allegations that he raised 

during the call?  

A. The only allegation that had been consistent that I felt 

like there needed further investigation would have been the 

signature verification for Fulton County.  Other things were 

raised in there.  And in rereading it, some of the other 

allegations, I'm not sure exactly where they came from.  

I can tell you that as his Chief of Staff the thing that 

I heard about the most was Fulton County's signature 

authorizations. 

Q. But to the best of your recollection at the time this 

call was initiated, you had insufficient information to 

determine whether that allegation about the signature matching 

had merit; is that a fair --

A. I think even on the phone call I said, you know, can we 

get together?  I saw an opening.  At the end of the phone call 

where -- is it Mr. Hilbrin (phonetic), is that -- 

Q. Hilbert.  H-I-L-B-E-R-T, I believe it is.

A. Mr. Hilbert.  Okay.  

Mr. Hilbert made a suggestion, and I saw an opening.  I 

took that opening to say, all right, great.  You know, at 

least we've got something here that hopefully we can agree 

upon, bring -- you know, land the plane.  Let's get this 

particular issue off the table.  Hopefully get the attorneys 

together where they can talk about it.  And at that particular 

Case 2:24-cv-02063-JJT   Document 1   Filed 08/14/24   Page 145 of 308

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT - OFFICIAL CERTIFIED TRANSCRIPT

133

point used that as an opportunity to close out the call. 

Q. Okay.  You were comfortable that the other allegations 

that then President Trump made during the course of that phone 

call didn't require further investigation by the Secretary of 

State? 

A. I don't know if they did or didn't, just -- there were a 

number of allegations that were made.  I can tell you what I 

know from my time as Chief of Staff, that the one that I  

heard about most frequently was the signature verification.  

Beyond -- should the others have been looked at?  I can't 

speak to the veracity of that. 

Q. Okay.  And you make no representations here about the 

veracity of the allegations that were raised? 

A. So your question is I've made no allegations here as -- 

Q. I could ask that a little better.  Let me ask a better 

question.

A. Okay.  Okay.  

Q. President Trump on the call to your recollection -- or do 

you recall then President Trump during the discussion with 

Secretary of State Raffensperger being very convinced that he 

had, in fact, won the presidential election in Georgia? 

A. Yes.

Q. That was something that he appeared confident in? 

A. He believed that. 

Q. Did you believe that? 
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A. I believe that there was additional things that needed to 

be investigated at that particular point. 

Q. Okay.  That really wasn't my question, though.  

Did you believe that President Trump had won the State of 

Georgia in the 2020 presidential election? 

A. Again, I felt like that what had to be -- had to happen 

is, is some of these allegations of fraud needed to be looked 

at in a real way, like with anything else that you would do. 

Q. Okay.  You thought the Secretary of State's office had 

been doing a wonderful job with the signature audit; correct? 

A. I did. 

Q. And I'm not trying to trip you up.  Maybe your answer is, 

I didn't have enough information on January 2nd, 2021, when 

this phone call was going on to reach an opinion.  Is that 

what you're trying to tell me?  Or are you telling me that you 

did believe that he had -- that then President Trump had won 

Georgia, or you didn't believe that he had won Georgia? 

A. What I'm saying was is there were a number of allegations 

that were made.  And the allegation as it relates to the 

Fulton County signatures seemed to have more credibility than 

some of the others in my opinion, and that those needed to be 

further investigated in order to be able to fully ascertain 

whether President Trump or President Biden had won the State 

of Georgia.  

Q. Okay.  And until you resolved those questions, you didn't 
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feel able to make a determination? 

A. If you're talking about me personally, yeah. 

Q. I am.  

A. In my mind that was an open question, yes.

Q. Okay.  Okay.  All right.  Mr. Meadows, I'm almost done.  

You talked with us a little bit earlier today about the 

Hatch Act.  Do you recall those questions? 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. Being asked those questions? 

A. By Mr. Terwilliger, yes. 

Q. Yes.  Okay.  

And you seemed to concede that, as the Chief of Staff, 

the Hatch Act prohibition applied to you; correct? 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Objection to "seemed to concede," 

Your Honor.  It's not consistent with the record. 

THE COURT:  I don't think he conceded.  He gave his 

definition of the Hatch Act, but I don't think he conceded 

that it did. 

MS. CROSS:  Fair enough.  I'll rephrase it. 

BY MS. CROSS:

Q. Mr. Meadows, did you believe at the time you served as 

the Chief of Staff that the Hatch Act applied to you? 

A. I believe the Hatch Act is a statute that applies to all 

federal employees in some degree or another. 

Q. And you were a federal employee during the time that 
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we're talking about; correct? 

A. Yes, I was. 

Q. So the Hatch Act as a federal employee would apply to 

you; correct? 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. Okay.  And, in fact, you told us that when there was an 

allegation raised about a potential violation on your behalf, 

that you got kind of dinged a little bit about that 

previously; correct?  

A. I got what about it?  

Q. I said "dinged."  

A. Yeah.  

Q. I thought that's what you had said but -- 

A. Well, that's accurate.  I got dinged, yes.  

Q. Okay.  Okay.  And when that happened -- and that happens.  

When that happened, you went to, I think, seek some 

advice from an ethics counsel or ethics personnel?  Who was it 

that you referenced speaking to about that and how to avoid 

any future violations? 

A. Yes.  Someone with the White House Counsel's Office.  

Mainly because it was extremely awkward figuring out how to do 

TV.  And reporters will ask a number of questions that are not 

necessarily on the topic that you're asked to be commenting 

about. 

Q. Reporters perhaps not so aware of the distinction between 
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what is prohibited by the Hatch Act and what is permitted; 

correct? 

A. Well, I think reporters just trying to get your opinion 

on things, I don't... 

Q. Sure.  

Is that resource that you used in the White House 

Counsel's Office, was that something that was a resource that 

you could have used at any time during your tenure as the 

Chief of Staff? 

A. Certainly.  I mean, the White House Counsel's Office was 

available to me.  They worked for me. 

Q. Sure.  

So any time you had a question or concern about potential 

violations of the Hatch Act, then you had someone you could 

call to run that by? 

A. Yes.

Q. At any time? 

A. Yeah.  I mean, not in the middle of the night generally.  

But, I mean, I could wake somebody up and ask them. 

Q. I suspect they would answer your call.  

If you had a Hatch Act emergency and you called someone 

from the White House Counsel's Office in the middle of the 

night, I suspect they'd take your call.  Would you suspect 

they'd take your call? 

A. Most of the time they would take a call from the Chief of 
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Staff. 

Q. And that was you? 

A. That was me, yeah. 

Q. All right.  Okay.  All right.  

So we can agree that the role of Chief of Staff is 

governed in part by the prohibitions of the Hatch Act; 

correct? 

A. The role of Chief of Staff is governed -- I don't know 

that I would say it's governed.  I mean, does the Hatch Act 

apply to a Chief of Staff?  Yes.  

Is the Hatch Act something that is sitting there as your 

guiding light necessarily?  No. 

Q. I understand that distinction.  

I think the first part is what I was looking for.  

Whether you're in the role of Chief of Staff or anybody else 

is in the role of Chief of Staff, the Hatch Act is something 

that applies to that role; correct?

A. It applies to the Chief of Staff, even though there are 

some differences of opinion, just to be frank, on how it 

should apply.  But it applies to all federal employees.  So, 

yes.  I'm a federal employee, it would apply to me. 

Q. All right.  You let us know, Mr. Meadows, that you had no 

campaign role.  Is that what you testified to a little 

earlier? 

A. That is correct. 
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Q. You had no campaign role? 

A. No official campaign role. 

Q. All right.  Did you have an unofficial campaign role? 

A. No, I did -- I did not.  

Q. You did not?  Okay.  

And it sounds like the Chief of Staff role is a robust 

one.  You had enough on your plate without an additional 

responsibility of the campaign; is that correct? 

A. Yeah.  I hadn't wanted to work for the campaign.  I would 

love for the campaign to do everything that they could do on 

their own.  

You know, bluntly, if -- I had more than I could say 

grace over in terms of everything that I was doing.  Now, did 

that mean that I could completely ignore them?  Absolutely 

not.  I mean, you know, it -- it consumed part of the 

President's time and schedule.  And certainly I had to be 

aware of everything that was going on. 

Q. Were you aware of the Hatch Act and the restrictions on 

your ability as a federal employee to participate in the 

campaign during the post-election period? 

A. So your question is to participate in the campaign.  

What -- are you meaning working for the campaign?  

Q. No.  I mean, for example, participating in the 

January 2nd, 2021, call about -- with attorneys who 

represented then President Trump in his personal campaign 
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capacity.  

A. Yeah.  So my understanding of the Hatch Act is that my 

interaction with campaign-related people and campaign 

personnel is a permitted use for the Chief of Staff in the 

role that he has as Chief of Staff.  So I didn't see that as a 

violation of the Hatch Act. 

Q. Okay.  You acknowledged that it applied.  And whether it 

was a violation or not, that's something that maybe someone 

else will resolve down the line.  But you were aware of the 

Hatch Act at the time, December and January -- December 2020 

and January 2021, and that it did apply to your role as Chief 

of Staff; correct? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Okay.  And you had no role in the campaign; correct?  And 

by "the campaign" I'm talking about then President Trump's 

reelection campaign.  You had no role in that campaign; 

correct?  

A. That is correct. 

Q. Did you have any role, Mr. Meadows, in coordinating the 

various electors in the contested states for the Trump 

campaign? 

A. No, I did not. 

Q. No role at all? 

A. The only time that I know of from the electors's point 

was when somebody raised the issue with me and I referred it 
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on to the campaign. 

Q. So you had no role for the campaign or as Chief of Staff 

in coordinating those efforts across contested states? 

A. As Chief of Staff, no, I did not coordinate those 

efforts.

Q. Okay.  

MS. CROSS:  May I approach the witness, Your Honor?  

THE COURT:  Yes. 

MS. CROSS:  We've marked this as State's Exhibit 

Number 1.  

BY MS. CROSS:  

Q. I'm going to show you, Mr. Meadows, State's Exhibit 

Number 1 and ask you to take a look at it for me and see if 

you recognize State's Exhibit Number 1?  

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. How do you recognize it? 

A. It was an e-mail from me to Mr. Miller. 

Q. It's complete and accurate to the best of your 

recollection? 

A. I have no reason to doubt its veracity.  I mean...  

Q. I appreciate that.  

MS. CROSS:  Your Honor, at this time we'd move 

State's Exhibit Number 1 into evidence. 

THE COURT:  Any objections?  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  One moment, Your Honor. 
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I guess, no, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  State's 1 is admitted without objection.  

You may proceed. 

MS. CROSS:  Thank you. 

BY MS. CROSS:

Q. If you take a look at that, that's a two-page document.  

Is that State's Number 1 in front of you? 

A. Yes.  It is two pages. 

Q. And it looks to be an e-mail exchange between you and 

Jason Miller; is that correct? 

A. Yes, ma'am, it is. 

Q. All right.  And all of those e-mails seem to be sent and 

received between 4:11 p.m. on December 6th, 2020, and then  

the final one, then, from you at the top is the same date, 

December 6th, 2020, at 4:39 p.m.; is that correct?  

A. I'm not seeing -- oh, yes.  Yes.  That is correct. 

Q. Okay.  So it looks to be a series of e-mails between you 

and Mr. Miller over a period of maybe 30 minutes or so; 

correct? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Okay.  And who is Mr. Miller, Jason Miller? 

A. Jason Miller worked for the Trump reelect committee and 

was part of their campaign. 

Q. Okay.  In December 2020 did Mr. Miller have any federal 

employment that you're aware of? 
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A. He did not, not that I'm aware of. 

Q. Okay.  And your e-mail is redacted from this exhibit but 

Mr. Miller is not.  And I apologize to Mr. Miller.  But      

the domain name on Mr. Miller's e-mail is, in fact, 

donaldtrump.com; correct? 

A. Yes, that's what it says. 

Q. Okay.  And that is a domain name that was associated with 

the Trump campaign during this time period; correct? 

A. I believe so, yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay.  All right.  

MS. CROSS:  On the second page, Your Honor, since 

it's been admitted, may I have permission to publish it? 

THE COURT:  Yes. 

MS. CROSS:  Thank you.

BY MS. CROSS:

Q. The second page, I'm going to start there, Mr. Meadows, 

because this appears to be an attachment that was on the first 

e-mail, first-in-time -- 

A. Right.  

Q. -- e-mail that was sent.  

Does that appear the same to you? 

A. It does appear the same to me, yes, ma'am. 

Q. And this is looking to me like -- please look at that.  

What's the attachment on that exhibit, can you tell?

A. It says "Chesebro memo on real deadline." 
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Q. Is there a date on the memo? 

A. 11/20/2020. 

Q. And, of course, we don't know the date of any particular 

memo or what was the substance of the attachment, that's not 

in this State's Exhibit Number 1, but that's what the 

attachment purports to be? 

A. Right. 

Q. Okay.  And if we then look at the first page of that 

State's Exhibit Number 1, the very bottom of the page that 

that attachment appears to be connected to or associated with, 

that's an e-mail from you to Mr. Miller it appears.  "Let's 

have a discussion about this tomorrow," correct?

A. Yes.  So I'm not sure if that's me writing him or him 

writing me, but, yes, that's what it says.  

Q. We can check.  

The next one up is a response that is clearly from 

Mr. Miller about seven minutes later at 4:18 p.m. on 

December 6th, 2020.  

Is that what that appears to be? 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. And the response -- I'll read it and you can just follow 

along and you tell me if I'm reading it correctly, okay, so 

that it's clear in the record.  

Mr. Miller responds to you that, "You bet.  So you know, 

Justin and I did on background calls this very subject with 
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Maria, Leven, Chuck Todd, and Margaret Brennan yesterday.  (I 

might be missing 1-2 others).  Justin, should we just do a 

national press call tightly focused on this tomorrow, no?"

And then "JM."  

Did you know Mr. Miller to sign his e-mails "JM," by his 

initials? 

A. I would assume that's him, but I don't know. 

Q. And then it appears on State's Exhibit Number 1 you 

respond at 4:34 p.m.  

Do you see that, Mr. Meadows? 

A. Yes.

Q. And can you read for me what your response to Mr. Miller 

was?  

A. "Let's have a discussion about this tomorrow." 

Q. I'm sorry --

A. Oh, that's 4:11, I'm sorry. 

Q. That's fine.  

About midway through the page.  

A. "If you were on it, then never mind the meeting, we just 

need to have someone coordinating the electors for the 

states." 

Q. We just need to have someone coordinating the electors 

for the state?  

A. Right. 

Q. Who is the "we" you're referring to, Mr. Meadows? 
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A. My understanding, it would be the campaign would need to 

have someone coordinating that. 

Q. And when you're referring to "the campaign" in this 

e-mail exchange, you used the term "we"; correct? 

A. Yes.  I mean, that's what I wrote.  

Q. Okay.  Mr. Meadows, did you have a personal interest in 

then President Trump winning reelection? 

A. Wanting him to stay in office?  

Q. Yes.  

A. Certainly. 

Q. You wanted him to win? 

A. Sure. 

Q. You worked very hard for him to win? 

A. Well, not on the campaign.  I worked very hard for the 

President, again, to be specific.  But, sure, I wanted him to 

win. 

Q. You voted for him? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q. In North Carolina? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q. And your position in federal government, of course, 

depended on Mr. Trump being reelected; correct? 

A. Yeah.  I can't imagine that I would be Chief of Staff for 

Joe Biden. 

Q. That's yes? 
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A. Yes.

Q. And he didn't call you, did he? 

A. Mr. Biden -- President Biden?  

Q. Yes.  

A. No, I was not on the short list.  

MS. CROSS:  All right.  Those are all my questions, 

Mr. Meadows.  Thank you. 

THE COURT:  Redirect?  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. TERWILLIGER:

Q. While we're on the question -- 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Can I have the exhibit, please?  

MS. CROSS:  There's your copy. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Yeah, I know, but I'd like to have 

the exhibit.  

Thank you. 

BY MR. TERWILLIGER:

Q. So you just testified about this exhibit and the 

statement here where you say "we."  Were you trying to 

indicate that "we" meant you and the campaign together?  Who's 

the "we"?

A. No, sir.  The -- as I've mentioned earlier, I use "we" 

far too often.  And I've -- it was normally out of deference 

to other people where you would say we accomplished this and 

Case 2:24-cv-02063-JJT   Document 1   Filed 08/14/24   Page 160 of 308

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT - OFFICIAL CERTIFIED TRANSCRIPT

148

we accomplished that.  It's a habit that's left over from my 

Congressional days.  

But, bluntly, on this it -- I took it to mean the Trump 

campaign specifically.  Not me and the Trump campaign. 

Q. And if you can say, if you recall, why did you care 

whether the electors were coordinated? 

A. So about this time, maybe on this given day, it was 

mentioned to me that there was litigation going on and that 

you had to have a provisional or conditional elector.  Should 

a court or should a legislature rule that you can't just have 

one set of electors, you had to have a provisional set.  And 

what I didn't want to happen was for the campaign to prevail 

in certain areas and then not have this.  It was brought -- 

Q. Why did you not want that to happen? 

A. Well, because I know I would get yelled at if we had 

not -- 

Q. By whom? 

A. By the President of the United States.  

-- had we not had what I saw more as a procedural 

provisional issue.  And so I forwarded it on to the campaign 

team.  And it sounded like they were well on top of it and 

working that in. 

Q. The district attorney asked you about the Hatch Act and 

made some comment, I don't believe it was a question, that 

maybe it's down the line somebody else will adjudicate your 
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violation of it.  Did you believe you violated the Hatch Act 

in the January 2nd call? 

A. Absolutely not.  Just the opposite. 

Q. Okay.  Let's talk about why.  

The district attorney's office seems to have made the 

assumption that if you were involved in something political -- 

THE COURT:  Hold on.  Hold on.  We have an objection. 

MS. CROSS:  I am going to object to the phrasing of 

that question, Your Honor, insofar as it asks the witness to 

speculate on the motivations of the prosecution agency. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  I'm not speculating on the 

motivations.  I'm talking about the factual basis for their 

questions. 

THE COURT:  Let's rephrase the questions and leave 

the district attorney out of it.

MS. CROSS:  Thank you. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Okay, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Go ahead. 

BY MR. TERWILLIGER:

Q. When you got on the January 2nd call, and you testified 

that on that call you were trying -- you looked for an 

opening, I believe you said, to bring something to closure, 

what exactly were you trying to bring to closure? 

A. I felt like that if we could get both groups together 

where the attorneys were talking to each other, that they 
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would be able to look at the veracity of some of the claims 

that had been made and make a determination whether they were 

valid or not valid and hopefully get this off of the 

President's concern list and as we look to continue on towards 

January 20th and what ultimately would happen. 

Q. Why did that matter to you on January 2nd? 

A. It continued to be a concern for the President that he 

brought up a number of times.  But there were a number of 

other things that had to get done in order -- I think I used 

the term earlier in order to land the plane.  I mean -- 

Q. Let me stop you there, if I may.  

What plane are you talking about landing? 

A. Well, the whole transfer of power.  All the final things 

that have to happen at the end of an administration to be able 

to make sure that we address those.  

But it was not just those.  I think I told His Honor 

earlier, it was executive orders, a number of other duties 

that had to get done prior to January 20th.  It was a 

transition that had to take place as well. 

Q. And what -- how did you view January 6th prior to that 

date in terms of that process? 

A. I viewed January 6th as kind of the final day that would 

allow for any open questions to be finished with certification 

in Washington, DC.  And -- 

Q. So if you can, can you relate that back to why you were 
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participating on January 2nd? 

A. Well, you know, again, there were a number of issues that 

continued to get raised in the White House.  Questions of 

whether allegations of fraud, of which there were many, had to 

get raised.  

But I also had a timeline in terms of getting certain 

things done.  And those, as long as they were open questions, 

would not allow us to continue on with the transition. 

Q. Is it fair to say, then, that you wanted the question 

closed, it really didn't matter how? 

A. Well, it didn't matter how.  I think I said that, you 

know, on the end of the call, whether it's for or against.  

And that's not the exact words that I used, but certainly 

whether there was veracity, as I mentioned earlier to the DA 

counsel, to those claims.  But having open questions continued 

to be a roadblock for initiating other items. 

Q. You're talking around things a little bit it seems to me.  

Initiating what other items? 

A. We had to do the transfer of power.  We actually had to 

work with the transition teams.  Those had started actually 

earlier.  But those -- there were certain things that once you 

put into process, those would continue on.  

We had to wind down some of the federal agencies that 

were there.  

Staffing issues.  
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Certainly making plans for a new administration to come 

in. 

Q. How were these issues obstacles? 

A. Because they were consuming the President's time and his 

thought, they continued to do that.  And certainly as an open 

question, you know, there was a belief certainly in the 

President's mind that some of these allegations were true and 

might potentially have a different outcome. 

Q. How does that relate to your December visit to the Cobb 

County courthouse? 

A. Well, it relates completely.  It's exactly in line with 

that, because what I did was go to the Cobb County convention 

center to look at the process that they were going through.  

And in doing so was trying to, again, check that box to say, 

all right, everything is being done right here, and so if 

there's allegations of fraud, we need to move on to something 

else. 

Q. And when you went there, did you go there -- I believe 

you were asked did somebody direct you? 

A. No one directed me to go. 

Q. You went there as a matter of your own discretion? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. A couple of times Article II of the Constitution has come 

up in the discussions.  What is -- is there a responsibility 

of the President's and thus the Executive Office of the 
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President, that's spelled out in Article II that you're aware 

of? 

A. Certainly.  The presidential responsibilities for Article 

II -- Article I is legislative, I believe -- 

Q. No.  I'm asking you in Article II is there a specific 

obligation that is placed on the President by Article II of 

the Constitution that you recall? 

A. Again, I'm -- I told His Honor I don't know that I'm -- 

I'll get dinged on this one, too, but I don't know that I'm -- 

Q. You're familiar with the phrase "take care that the laws 

be faithfully executed"? 

A. Sure.

MS. CROSS:  Your Honor, I'm going to object to the 

leading nature of the question.  This is their own witness. 

THE COURT:  I'm going to give him a little leeway on 

this.  This is not a lawyer.  I'll allow him to ask that 

question. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Thank you, Your Honor.

THE WITNESS:  Thank you, Your Honor.

BY MR. TERWILLIGER 

Q. And in that connection, are you aware of whether or not 

there are federal laws that govern elections, including 

presidential elections? 

A. Yes.

Q. Can you name some of them? 
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A. Well, I mean, certainly there's the Electoral Count Act.  

There's -- as I mentioned to the counsel earlier, there's 

duties and responsibility in terms of cybersecurity that DHS 

has as part of that but -- in that federal role.  Those would 

be two federal roles. 

Q. When you were a member of Congress, do you ever recall 

there being any policy issues or legislative -- discussions of 

legislation or potential legislation about providing aid to 

the states in connection with elections? 

A. Yes.  I mean -- and we had hearings on that, I think I 

mentioned that earlier, where actually that was part of it.  

But that does bring to mind, you know, you talk about the 

legislative part of that, during the COVID relief package, a 

big part of that package that we were negotiating there and 

one of the stumbling blocks that we had was actually on the 

amount of federal money that was going to go to federal 

elections and how it was getting deployed.  

And, you know, it didn't come to me until you mentioned 

that, but in my conversations with Speaker Pelosi and Leader 

Schumer, Secretary Mnuchin and myself, that was part of that.  

So there was certainly from an appropriations standpoint real 

discussions that took place as it relates to funding.  

But from a legislative standpoint, we had that.  You 

know, that would be Article I, but we had those kinds of 

discussions and hearings quite a bit.  
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Q. I just want to go back briefly to the January 2nd call.  

And if I can find it, something else that you said.  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Your indulgence, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Yes. 

BY MR. TERWILLIGER:

Q. I believe in response to one of counsel's questions you 

said you were hoping to find a way.  Could you explain a 

little bit more about what you mean by that?  Hoping that you 

could find a way to resolve those issues? 

A. Well, hoping that -- me personally resolving those was 

not something that I was going to be able to do personally.  I 

mean, obviously the President had attorneys, the Secretary of 

State had attorneys.  But what I was hopeful for is that that 

conversation would actually result in the attorneys talking to 

one another and being able to say, listen, you know, this 

allegation, you can look at this, you can look at X, Y or Z 

and resolve the issue.  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  One moment, Your Honor.  

No further questions.  Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Thank you, sir.  

Recross?  

MS. CROSS:  No, thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Thank you, Mr. Meadows.  You can step 

down. 

THE WITNESS:  Thank you, sir.  I appreciate it.  
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THE COURT:  Leave all that right there.  They'll get 

it.  Thank you.  

(Witness excused.)

THE COURT:  Sir, you can call your next witness. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Your Honor, I'm going to turn 

things over to Mr. Moran for a moment. 

THE COURT:  Hi, Mr. Moran. 

MR. MORAN:  Good afternoon, Your Honor. 

We don't have any additional witnesses to call at 

this time.  We do have -- would move the admission of two 

declarations.  

THE COURT:  All right.  

MR. MORAN:  Which I've shared with counsel for the 

State, and I've marked for identification purposes as Defense   

Exhibits 3 and 4.  I would be happy to hand those up.  

May I approach?  

THE COURT:  Yes, sir.  

And you-all have seen these?  

MS. CROSS:  I have, Your Honor.  I do have an 

objection, though, so I don't consent to their admission. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  Well, before I look at them -- 

well, I guess I need to look at them and then you can tell me 

what you're objecting to.  

Are you objecting to 3 and 4 or one or the other one?  

MS. CROSS:  I have an objection, Your Honor, to both 
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of them, and they are the same.  These are unsworn, 

unnotarized, purporting to be declarations of individuals who 

have not been subject to cross-examination.  

The information itself is in large part hearsay or 

unsourced.  So I don't believe these are appropriate 

consideration for the Court without a notarization or a 

cross-examination.  So we do object to their admission. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Your Honor, I'm sorry.  I'm sorry 

to interrupt.  While you-all discuss this, may I be excused 

for a moment?  

THE COURT:  Yes.  

MR. MORAN:  Your Honor, I refer the Court to 

28 USC 1746, which provides that an unsworn declaration with  

a declaration under penalty of perjury is sufficient for 

evidentiary purposes in federal court.  

As to the question of admissibility, I do think this 

is a natural question to ask.  Under Rule 1101 of the Rules of 

Evidence, those rules do not apply to, quote, miscellaneous 

proceedings such as a preliminary examination in a criminal 

case.  

District courts have taken different approaches to 

this question on an evidentiary hearing called for by 

Section 1455(b)(5).  As Your Honor is probably aware, these 

don't happen every day.  They're also not unheard of.  

We can offer three citations of cases where courts 
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determined that receiving declarations or affidavits on 

relevant issues were appropriate to be admitted in this 

context.  

I would also note that the State has admitted 

numerous hearsay transcripts in support of their opposition to 

removal.  And so at a minimum, what's good for the goose is 

good for the gander. 

MS. CROSS:  Well, whose gander?  I don't know that 

I'm going to agree with that.  

I believe that 902(5) permits the excerpts that the 

State is relying on are actually publications from government 

offices that are self-authenticating.  So I don't believe any 

equivalence there is well taken.  

The State relies on its objections.  These are 

unsworn declarations on even an affidavit.  It had asked 

opposing counsel if they intended to call witnesses.  Perhaps 

had they informed us of these people, we could have addressed 

it with a proper what the cross-examination might show.  

But given the posture that we're in, I think the 

Court is not under an obligation to accept them.  We encourage 

that you not accept them.  I don't believe they are evidence 

worthy, so we stand on our objection.  

THE COURT:  The Court will allow that and give it 

whatever weight is due, if any. 

MR. MORAN:  All right.  Your Honor, I have an 
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objection to the suggestion that the transcripts are 

different, but given that -- 

THE COURT:  You're ahead of me now, sir.  

MR. MORAN:  I'll let it sit.  Yeah.  Thank you.  

THE COURT:  And I note your objection for the record, 

but, again, the Court will give it whatever weight I think is 

appropriate at this time.  

MS. CROSS:  I understand.  Thank you.

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

What else?  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  No further evidence, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Defendant rests.  

Are you ready to proceed presenting evidence?  

MS. CROSS:  We are, Judge Jones.  Can you give us 

about five minutes to make sure that the witness is ready to 

be called?  

THE COURT:  It's 2:55.  At 3:00 I'm going to walk 

back in here and hope you have your first witness ready.

MS. CROSS:  Appreciate it.  Thank you.  

THE COURT:  Each one of you-all should have a room on 

the 17th and 18th floor to keep your witnesses.  I'll give you 

all a chance to bring them up.  Try to bring up more than one 

so we can flow them right.  Okay?  

Start back at 3:00.

COURT SECURITY OFFICER:  All rise.
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(After a recess, the proceedings continued at 

3:05 p.m. as follows:) 

THE COURT:  Can we shut that back door and have 

everybody seated, please.  

Can I get the Marshals to close the back door.  I 

need everybody seated.  On a chair or bench.  

Thank you.  

Are you ready to call your first witness?  

MS. CROSS:  Yes, Your Honor.  Thank you.  

The State of Georgia calls Mr. Kurt Hilbert. 

THE COURT:  Are you representing Mr. Hilbert?  

MR. BRICKMAN:  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  Let's do this.  Obviously you're 

representing him for a reason.  If something's said, you don't 

want him to answer, do you need to get closer to him or 

sitting right there is fine?  Do you want to get closer or 

sitting where you're at is going to be okay?  

MR. BRICKMAN:  Is there a space there, Judge?

THE COURT:  We'll find you one, because if there's a 

question asked, I'd rather you make your objection here rather 

than back there. 

MR. BRICKMAN:  If there is a spot, I'd be happy to 

take it. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Come on up.  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  Would you raise your right 
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hand, please.  

KURT ROBERT HILBERT 

Having been duly sworn, testified as follows:

****** 

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  Have a seat.  And if you can 

please state and spell your name for the record. 

THE WITNESS:  Sure.  My name is Kurt Robert Hilbert.  

K-U-R-T.  R-O-B-E-R-T.  Hilbert is H-I-L-B-E-R-T.  

THE COURT:  Counsel, bear with me one second.  

There will be questions asked of you by the State's 

counsel and probably questions asked of you by Mr. Meadow's 

counsel.  You have your counsel here.  If at any point in time 

you think you need to talk to your counsel, you ask the judge, 

I'd like to speak to my counsel, and you turn around and say 

something.  

Once you answer the question, the question's been 

answered.  Okay?  Do you understand?

THE WITNESS:  I understand, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  And you make your objections.  You've 

done this before, so you know when to do it, okay?  

MR. BRICKMAN:  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  All right.  You may proceed. 

MS. CROSS:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. CROSS:
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Q. Mr. Hilbert, can you tell the Court, please, what is your 

occupation?  What do you do? 

A. I'm an attorney here in the State of Georgia. 

Q. Are you licensed in Georgia? 

A. I am indeed. 

Q. How long have you been licensed in Georgia? 

A. Since 2002, a little over 20 years. 

Q. Okay.  And without getting into too much detail can you 

explain just a little bit about what your practice area is? 

A. Sure.  I have basically four buckets.  I do business 

corporate, real estate, employment and constitutional 

litigation. 

Q. And do you own your own firm?  Do you work for a 

different firm?  How does that work? 

A. I have my own small boutique firm in Roswell, Georgia. 

Q. I want to direct your attention, please, Mr. Hilbert, to 

the December 2020/January 2021 time period, okay? 

A. Okay.

Q. You're still an attorney working in Georgia? 

A. Yes, ma'am.  

Q. Practice areas as you've just described them for us? 

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Office still in Roswell? 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. All right.  December 2020, do you have any acquaintance 
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with the defendant, Mr. Meadows? 

A. Acquaintance with Mr. Meadows?  No, I didn't have any 

acquaintance with Mr. Meadows. 

Q. All right.  Had you ever met him prior to December 2020? 

A. I don't believe I've ever met Mr. Meadows in person. 

Q. Okay.  Ever spoken to him on the phone? 

A. Yes.

Q. Prior to December of 2020? 

A. No. 

Q. Tell me what, if any, relationship you had with the 

reelection campaign for, during this time period, then 

President Trump? 

A. I'm sorry, could you rephrase?  I didn't --  

Q. I could.

What, if any, relationship did you have with the 

reelection campaign of Donald Trump in December 2020? 

A. I represented the campaign in Fulton County litigation. 

Q. Okay.  The campaign, I described it as the Trump 

reelection campaign.  Is that how you would describe it? 

A. Donald J. Trump For President, Inc., which was, I 

believe, the campaign name at the time. 

Q. Okay.  All right.  But if I talk about the Trump campaign 

and you talk about the Trump campaign, can we agree that we're 

talking about that entity that you just described? 

A. Yes, ma'am.
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Q. Okay.  What about in his individual capacity, did you 

represent Donald J. Trump in his individual capacity? 

A. I represented Donald J. Trump as Candidate for President. 

Q. As candidate? 

A. Yes.

Q. All right.  And I'm going to show you -- 

MS. CROSS:  May I approach the witness, Your Honor?  

THE COURT:  Yes. 

BY MS. CROSS:

Q. -- State's Exhibit Number 2.  And I'm going to ask you to 

take a look at that and you tell me if you recognize it, 

please.

A. I do recall what this is, yes. 

Q. Okay.  And upon your review of State's Exhibit Number 2 

is it a fair and accurate representation of what you believe 

State's Exhibit Number 2 to be? 

A. Yes.  This is my entry of appearance for the petitioners 

in the Fulton County court case that I signed.

Q. All right.  

MS. CROSS:  Your Honor, at this time we'd move 

State's Exhibit Number 2 into evidence.  

THE COURT:  Any objections?  

MR. MORAN:  None, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  It's admitted without 

objection, State's 2.
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BY MS. CROSS:  

Q. All right.  Mr. Hilbert, you answered that last question 

with the Fulton County litigation, this is your entry of 

appearance in the Fulton County litigation.  And I want you to 

take a look at that and we'll see if we can save some time.  

That was Civil Action 2020CV343355 -- I'm sorry -- 3255; 

is that correct? 

A. 2020CV343255, yes. 

Q. Thank you.  

All right.  And who did you file an entry of appearance 

on behalf of in that litigation? 

A. Donald J. Trump in His Capacity as Candidate for 

President; Donald J. Trump for President, Inc.; and David J.  

Shaffer in His Capacity as a Registered Voter and Presidential 

Elector Pledged to Donald Trump for President. 

Q. And if we are talking about the November 3rd, 2020, 

election, did you represent these parties in the Fulton County 

litigation and other litigation? 

A. Okay.  If you could rephrase the question.  I didn't 

quite understand.   

Q. It wasn't a very good question.  

In the post-election period in November, December 2020, 

what entities or persons did you represent in any election 

contest litigation? 

A. Okay.  So there was one actual election contest that was 

Case 2:24-cv-02063-JJT   Document 1   Filed 08/14/24   Page 178 of 308

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT - OFFICIAL CERTIFIED TRANSCRIPT

166

filed.  That was the Fulton County Superior Court case.  I 

represented Donald J. Trump in his Capacity as Candidate for 

President, Donald J. Trump for President, Inc., David J.  

Shaffer in His Capacity as a Registered Voter and Presidential 

Elector Pledged to Donald Trump for President as part of the 

election contest. 

Q. Okay.  And was Mr. Shaffer at that time also the Chair of 

the Georgia GOP party? 

A. Yes, he was. 

Q. Okay.  I'm sorry, I think I interrupted you.  Was there 

other litigation that was ongoing? 

A. Yeah.  So I just want to make sure that the time frame is 

correct.  I made my entry of appearance December 7th.  So 

before, in November, I was not doing anything with the 

campaign or the President or anything like that.  

There was subsequent litigation as well that I brought in 

the Federal District Court, that was brought before this 

court.  Not this particular Court, but the Federal District 

Court. 

Q. Okay.  And you represented the same entities in that 

litigation? 

A. I believe they were different.  The federal case was just 

Donald J. Trump, I believe, v. Kemp, Brian Kemp.  

Q. Okay.  

A. Governor Kemp. 
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Q. Did you ever represent the federal government in any 

election-related litigation? 

A. No, ma'am. 

Q. Who, if anyone else, was on your litigation team 

assisting in the representation of Donald J. Trump personally 

and the Trump campaign? 

A. Goodness.  Several people.  

Alex Kaufman was on my team. 

Q. Who's Alex Kaufman? 

A. Alex Kaufman is a colleague, a lawyer as well here in 

Georgia.  At the time he was counsel for the Georgia 

Republican Party, I believe.  He also was counsel for David 

Shaffer in some capacity, either corporate or individual, I 

don't really know.  

But he's just a friend, a colleague.  And I do a lot of 

cases with him as co-counsel. 

Q. I didn't see Mr. Kaufman have an entry of appearance into 

the litigation that you've described for us this afternoon.  

Was Mr. Kaufman counsel of record? 

A. No.  He was never counsel of record. 

Q. In what capacity, then, did he assist in the litigation 

efforts? 

A. He was a consultant, independent contractor, attorney. 

Q. Okay.  Anyone else on your litigation team? 

A. Yes.  Christopher Gardner, who is an attorney who came 
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down from Virginia.  

There were several others as well.  I can try to remember 

all of them.  

Patrick Witt as well.  He was not a practicing attorney, 

but he was a graduate from Harvard Law.  

In addition to that there was Courtney Kramer.  

In addition to that there was a team of lawyers from Fox 

Rothschild that was participating in the cases as well. 

Q. For the court reporter, that was Fox Rothschild? 

A. Yes.

Q. And was that a firm that Mr. Kaufman was then associated 

with? 

A. Correct.  Yes.  At the time, yes.  

So there was a team of folks there, and I honestly do not 

recall all of their names.  

And I think, to the best of my knowledge, that is all of 

the lawyers that were on my team at the time if I can recall. 

Q. What about Cleta Mitchell? 

A. Cleta Mitchell as well, yes.  Yes.  She was also a 

consultant.  Thank you for reminding me, yes.

Q. And what was Ms. Mitchell's role in the litigation that 

you oversaw? 

A. She was originally the one who found me to bring -- you 

know, act as counsel in this case to litigate these matters.  

So she was a consultant as well, similar to what Alex was 
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doing. 

Q. Did you have a relationship with Ms. Mitchell that 

predated your involvement in this litigation? 

A. I did not, no. 

Q. Okay.  So it was a cold call from Ms. Mitchell to you? 

A. Yes.

Q. Some -- 

A. Yes.  

Q. Not based on a prior relationship?  

A. Correct. 

Q. Was Ms. Mitchell -- what did you understand 

Ms. Mitchell's role as a consultant to be? 

A. She would give legal advice.  She would render opinions 

on various documents.  I think she did review a few things 

throughout the litigation.  

But, generally speaking, she was a consultant.  If we 

needed an opinion of -- or a liaison between my office and 

what was going on in the Office of the President and such, I 

would usually typically go through her as the liaison to the 

White House. 

Q. Did Ms. Mitchell have a contact or a relationship with 

someone in the West Wing that made that communication?  

A. I wouldn't have personal knowledge of that.  I don't 

know.  I just knew that she was able to contact who she needed 

to contact up there.  I didn't know those relationships. 
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Q. Did you know who she was contacting? 

A. I do know that she had contacted Mark Meadows in certain 

instances. 

Q. Do you recall what those incidences were? 

A. Not offhand.  I mean, there were -- I mean, over a course 

of a month, I -- this is over two-and-a-half years ago, I 

couldn't tell you the specifics. 

Q. Okay.  Well, let me ask it a different way then, 

Mr. Hilbert.  

If you as the representative for Donald Trump in his 

personal capacity and the Trump campaign in the reelection 

efforts, if you needed to get a message to your client, 

Mr. Trump, how would you achieve that? 

A. I would go through Cleta Mitchell. 

Q. Okay.  Cleta Mitchell.  

You would say -- and I'm being colloquial, so I'm not 

ascribing these actual words to you.  But you would say 

something along the lines of, oh, Cleta, I got to get some 

clarification on something.  I need to advise President Trump 

on where I'm going, want to make it okay.  That was 

information you communicated to Ms. Mitchell? 

A. To Ms. Mitchell and potentially others, whoever might 

have been on that e-mail chain. 

Q. Okay.  And Ms. Mitchell then would, in some form or 

fashion, you believe, get the message to President Trump, 
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would then get direction in that? 

A. To my knowledge.  That's a yes.  Yeah.  

Q. Okay.  All right.  And I'm just wondering, Mr. Hilbert, 

could you pick up the phone and get President Trump on the 

line? 

A. I did not have his personal phone number, no.  No. 

Q. Okay.  Did you coordinate your representation of 

Mr. Trump or the Trump campaign with any person at the 

Department of Justice? 

A. No, I did not speak with anyone at the Department of 

Justice. 

Q. At no time? 

A. At no time. 

Q. Did you coordinate your representation of Donald Trump or 

the Trump campaign with any person in the Office of the White 

House Counsel?  

A. I spoke with some White House counsel over the period of 

that month. 

Q. Who was it that you spoke with? 

A. I want to say Eric Herschmann. 

Q. Did you reach out to Mr. Herschmann or did Mr. Herschmann 

reach out to you? 

A. I don't recall if I called him or he called me, but it 

was in context.  There were several attorneys on the phone at 

the time. 
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Q. Do you recall the subject matter of the conversation you 

had with Mr. Herschmann? 

A. I don't.  It had to do with the federal litigation. 

Q. The federal litigation that you were spearheading here in 

Georgia? 

A. Yes.

Q. All right.  I want to direct your attention now to 

January 2nd, 2021.

A. Okay.  

Q. January 2nd, 2021, do you recall any involvement that  

you had in a phone conversation between Mr. Trump and then  

Secretary of State Raffensperger? 

A. I was on a call. 

Q. Tell me how you came to get on the call.  

A. So I was working at my office.  I believe January 2nd was 

a Saturday.  We were preparing for a hearing that was -- we 

were thinking was going to be upcoming in front of Judge Cohen 

here in federal court that next Monday or Tuesday.  I was 

working on preparing for that hearing, working on briefing and 

things of that nature.  

And someone on my legal team -- I was in the conference 

room of my law firm.  Someone from my team came down the 

hallway and came into my room.  I believe it was Alex Kaufman 

who was the person who did that.  Came into my conference room 

and said, I -- there's going to be a call. 
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Q. Who did you understand the call to be between? 

A. My understanding was that the call was involving the 

President.  I don't know how else to put it. 

Q. Okay.  Your associate or someone comes to you and says 

there's going to be a call, you know it's going to be the 

President.  Does the President want to talk to you? 

A. I have no idea. 

Q. What do you do? 

A. Well, I don't know if this gets into attorney/client 

privilege. 

Q. I don't want to do that.  None of my questions -- so 

thank you for flagging it for me.  None of my questions are 

intended to go in that direction.  So if you let me know that, 

I'm going to ask a different question.  

A. Okay.  Okay.  

Q. All right.  Did you have a phone conversation with anyone 

between the time that your associate came down the hall saying 

the President wants to have the call and the time you actually 

got on the call with Secretary Raffensperger? 

A. And your question was did I have a call?  

Q. Yeah.  I want to know if you talked to anybody in between 

that period.  

A. Yes, I did.

Q. Who did you talk to in between that period? 

A. I talked to the President.  I talked to Mark Meadows.  I 
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talked to Cleta Mitchell.  

Q. Anyone other than the four of you on the phone? 

A. Yes.  My legal team, several members of my legal team 

were on that call. 

Q. Mr. Kaufman included? 

A. I believe he was on the call, yes. 

Q. Okay.  Were you lead counsel for the litigation efforts 

here in Georgia on behalf of Mr. Trump and the Trump campaign? 

A. So I did not file the lawsuit.  I did not draft the 

lawsuit.  I was brought in to litigate the lawsuit.  When I 

came in to litigate the lawsuit, I took over as lead counsel 

to do the litigation aspect of the lawsuit. 

Q. Okay.  All right.  So from -- I think the date of your 

entry of appearance was somewhere around December 7th?  

A. Yes.

Q. You did not initiate the lawsuit?  You did not draft the 

lawsuit.  

A. That is correct. 

Q. Okay.  But from December 7th on, if somebody had to get a 

question answered about the litigation, you were the one who 

called the shots? 

A. That is correct.  That was my understanding. 

Q. Okay.  All right.  Mr. Hilbert, did you initiate the  

call between then President Trump and Secretary of State 

Raffensperger? 
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A. No, I did not.  

Q. Did you direct anyone else to initiate the call between 

then President Trump and Secretary of State Raffensperger? 

A. No, I did not.  

Q. Was it part of your litigation strategy to have a call 

between the two litigants, your client, Mr. Trump, and the 

defendant in the lawsuit, Mr. Raffensperger? 

A. I think that gets into mental impressions of counsel and 

litigation strategy.  I don't know if I can answer that 

question. 

Q. Okay.  I'll ask it another way.  

Did you make any effort to arrange a direct communication 

between Mr. Trump and Mr. Raffensperger? 

A. I did not.  

Q. How long did the conversation between yourself, 

Mr. Trump, Mr. Meadows and Ms. Mitchell last, and the other 

members of your team as you've described? 

A. From my recollection, it was minutes. 

Q. And how long after that conversation did the call take 

place?  And when I say "the call," I mean the call between 

Mr. Trump and Secretary of State Raffensperger.  

A. It was virtually immediately thereafter. 

Q. Okay.  

A. Yeah.  

Q. All right.  You get notified there's going to be a call, 
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you have a conversation, there's still going to be a call at 

the end of that conversation, and then you move into the call 

between the President and Secretary of State? 

A. That's to the best of my recollection how it happened, 

yes. 

Q. Okay.  Prior to this conversation with Mr. Meadows that 

you let us know you were both on, on that pre-Raffensperger 

call, was that the first time you had talked to Mr. Meadows? 

A. To the best of my recollection, yes. 

Q. Were you on the phone for the entirety of the call 

between President Trump and Secretary of State Raffensperger 

to your knowledge? 

A. So just to clarify, are you asking about the actual call?  

Q. The actual call.  

A. I was on for the entirety of the call, yes. 

Q. And your role and participation in that call was as the 

attorney for the Trump reelection campaign and Mr. Trump 

personally; correct? 

A. And David Shaffer, yes. 

Q. And David Shaffer, correct, who was another litigant.  

A. Correct.  Yes.  

Q. And litigation was ongoing at this time, correct, on 

January 2nd, 2021? 

A. Yes.

Q. The substance of the call, did you speak? 
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A. I did speak. 

Q. What, if you could describe for us, was -- outside your 

participation, what was the substance of the call? 

A. I don't know if I can testify to the substance of the 

call because that would be in violation of Rule 408 for 

purpose of settlement compromise.  I don't believe I can get 

into the substance of the call. 

Q. Okay.  That's your position.  I don't agree with your 

position that -- but I want to make sure we flesh it out for 

the record.  

Are you testifying, Mr. Hilbert, that you believe the 

entirety of that conversation was in furtherance of settlement 

negotiations? 

A. Yes.

Q. Okay.  Recognizing that we're not going to agree on that 

point and there's no reason to litigate it further, did you 

have any role on the conversation -- did you have any role   

in that conversation that was not derived from your 

representation of Mr. Trump personally or the campaign? 

A. No, ma'am.  

THE COURT:  Can I jump in here, Counsel, for one 

second.  

What made you thought this was for settlement 

negotiations?  What made you thought this telephone 

conversation was for settlement negotiations?  
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THE WITNESS:  There were two pending cases, Your 

Honor, one in federal court and one in state court.  There 

would be no purpose to have a call with the President and a 

litigant in the case without having it for purpose of 

settlement compromise. 

THE COURT:  Never?  

THE WITNESS:  Well, at least that's my opinion, Your 

Honor. 

THE COURT:  Well, no, that's what I'm asking you.  In 

your opinion, you never called another party unless it was 

settlement negotiations?  

THE WITNESS:  No.  Of course you would have other 

conversations about other things, but when it deals with 

issues that are directly related to litigation, and especially 

when I knew that Ryan Germany, who was general counsel for 

Secretary of State, was going to be on the call as well, 

there's no reason to have any phone call other than outside 

the scope of a Rule 408 protected conversation. 

THE COURT:  Without saying it was settlement 

negotiations -- well, you would have to say.

THE WITNESS:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

MS. CROSS:  I'm comfortable not getting into that 

fight anymore. 

THE COURT:  Yes. 

BY MS. CROSS:
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Q. Mr. Hilbert, settlement negotiation or not, this was not 

a call that you initiated; correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. This was not part of your litigation strategy, to have 

the two litigants speak to each other; correct? 

A. I believe, again, that gets into mental impressions and 

litigation strategies of counsel.  I don't think I can testify 

to that. 

Q. Would you -- as part of your representation of Mr. Trump 

personally or the Trump reelection campaign, would you consult 

with Mr. Meadows about any step that you were going to take in 

that litigation? 

A. If I'm understanding what you said, would I have 

consulted with Mr. Meadows about steps that I took in the 

litigation?  

Q. Let me ask you a different question.  

Did you feel the need to consult with Mr. Meadows about 

settlement negotiations in your ongoing litigation on behalf 

of President Trump or the Trump campaign? 

A. No. 

Q. Who was -- you referenced Mr. Germany.  Mr. Germany was 

the general counsel for the Secretary of State's office; 

correct? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Mr. Germany was not representing the Secretary of State 
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in the litigation that you had; correct?

A. He had hired outside counsel, Chris Anulewicz. 

Q. And was Mr. Anulewicz on the call? 

A. He was not.  

Q. Did you make any effort to get Mr. Anulewicz on the call? 

A. Mr. Anulewicz was outside litigation counsel.  Ryan 

Germany was general counsel.  The ethical rules say that as 

long as there's counsel on the phone, that's all that's 

required, not a specific type of counsel.  

So from my perspective, if Mr. Anulewicz needed to be on 

that call, then Ryan Germany should have reached out to him to 

bring him into that phone call.  

Q. That's not quite my question.  

My question was, did you make any effort to get the 

counsel of record for the Secretary of State's office in a 

litigation that you were pursuing, did you make any effort to 

get counsel of record on the phone call? 

A. No.  I relied on Ryan Germany.  

Q. Did at any time you ask Ryan Germany if he was 

representing the Secretary of State's office for purposes of 

settlement? 

A. He stated -- well, I was informed that he was counsel.  

That's the best I can say.  

Q. Okay.  Well, that wasn't quite my question.  

At any time did you confirm with Mr. Germany that he was 
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representing the Secretary of State's office for purposes of 

the settlement conversation that you thought you were having? 

A. I believe -- I don't know if I can get into that because 

it's part of the attorney/client privileged communications and 

part of that call.

THE COURT:  Well, it's going to be up to you whether 

you want to press the point or not.  If you don't want to 

press the point, we move on.  

MS. CROSS:  I'll move on.  

BY MS. CROSS:

Q. Mr. Hilbert, outside the phone conversations that we've 

talked about, did you ever speak with Mr. Meadows again? 

A. I don't believe I spoke to Mr. Meadows ever again, no. 

MS. CROSS:  Thank you.  Those are all the questions I 

have. 

THE WITNESS:  Thank you.  

THE COURT:  Your witness, Mr. Moran. 

MR. MORAN:  Your Honor, at this time under Rule 26.2 

we'd move for production of all statements by the witness from 

the State. 

MS. CROSS:  The State's position, Your Honor, is 26.2 

doesn't contemplate discovery in a removal hearing.  It's very 

specific what Rule 26.2 applies to, trials, sentencings, 

probation revocations, a series of delineated proceedings of 

which federal removal is not one of them.  So I don't believe 
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that act applies. 

MR. MORAN:  It does include preliminary hearings, 

Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  Excuse me?  

MR. MORAN:  It does include preliminary hearings.  

Under the rule it says, This rule applies at trial, at a 

suppression hearing under Rule 12, and to the extent specified 

in the following rules:  Rule 5.1 for preliminary hearings; 

Rule 32(i)(2) for sentencing hearings; 32.1(e) for hearings to 

revoke or modify probation; Rule 46(j) for detention hearings; 

and Rule 8 governing proceedings under 2255. 

THE COURT:  I don't think this hearing falls under 

any of those. 

MR. MORAN:  Well, Your Honor, I also say that -- 

that's fine if that's the Court's ruling.  We asked for these 

on Wednesday.  We were not provided these statements then 

either.  They would go to potential impeachment evidence 

that -- 

THE COURT:  You give me a statute, a case that you're 

supposed to get them right now, I'll tell them to give them to 

you right now.  But right now all the things you've stated 

does not give me reason to order them to turn them over.  So 

they're not going to be turned over.  

You may proceed to question this witness.

CROSS-EXAMINATION 
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BY MR. MORAN:

Q. Good afternoon, Mr. Hilbert.  My name is John Moran.  I'm 

an attorney with McGuireWoods representing Mr. Meadows.  

A. Good afternoon.  

Q. Good to meet you.  

A. Nice to meet you, too. 

Q. Before we get into the substance, am I right, have you 

previously testified in any setting about these matters? 

MS. CROSS:  I'm going to object to the phrase "about 

these matters."  If we could define that a little more 

closely, that would probably address my objection. 

BY MR. MORAN:  

Q. Let me start, Mr. Hilbert.  

Did you testify before the Georgia special purpose grand 

jury? 

A. I was subpoenaed to testify before the Georgia special 

purpose grand jury.  Yes, I did testify. 

Q. And have you been interviewed by the Fulton County 

District Attorney's Office or their agents separately from 

that grand jury testimony? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you been interviewed or have you testified in any 

federal proceeding or federal law enforcement interview in 

relation to these same matters? 

A. No, sir. 
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Q. Okay.  Thank you.  

Mr. Hilbert, am I right that you testified that you 

participated in the January 2nd call with Secretary of State 

Raffensperger because you were a lawyer representing President 

Trump as a candidate, his reelection campaign and David 

Shaffer; is that right? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. And would you agree that Mr. Mark Meadows was not a 

lawyer for those clients? 

A. I don't know the status of Mark Meadows, whether he's a 

lawyer or not.  I don't know. 

Q. But he was not part of your legal team? 

A. He was not part of my legal team, no. 

Q. And on the call is it true that he introduced himself as 

the Chief of Staff? 

THE WITNESS:  Your Honor, for the same reason, I 

don't think I can testify to what the content of the call was. 

THE COURT:  If you want to press the matter, we'll 

press it.  If not, we'll move on. 

MR. MORAN:  I won't press the matter, Your Honor. 

BY MR. MORAN:

Q. In preparation for the call, Mr. Hilbert, did you 

understand that Mr. Meadows was going to be participating 

because he was the Chief of Staff? 

A. That was my understanding, yes.
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MR. MORAN:  Thank you, Your Honor.  No further 

questions. 

THE COURT:  Redirect?  

MS. CROSS:  I have nothing, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Thank you, sir.  

Let the record reflect the attorney representing him 

for this purpose is Mr. Jeff Brickman.  Thank you.

THE WITNESS:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  May this witness be excused?  

MS. CROSS:  Yes, Your Honor. 

MR. MORAN:  Yes, Your Honor. 

(Witness excused.)

MR. BRICKMAN:  Good to see you, Judge.

THE COURT:  Good to see you, Mr. Brickman.  

Call your next witness, please. 

MS. CROSS:  State of Georgia calls Secretary of State 

Raffensperger.  

THE COURT:  All right.  

Counsel, you're doing a great job.  If you would slow 

down a little bit on the speaking.  The court reporter can't 

keep up with you.  If they don't write it down, when I get to 

read it, it's not there.  Other than that, you're doing fine. 

MS. CROSS:  I appreciate that.  Thank you.  I'm 

sorry.   

THE COURT:  Secretary Raffensperger, right up here.  
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Come on up, sir.  

How you doing today?  

THE WITNESS:  Fine, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  If you would raise your right hand, 

Ms. Wright is going to administer the oath to you. 

*****

BRAD RAFFENSPERGER 

having been duly sworn, testified as follows:

***** 

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK:  Thank you.  Have a seat, 

please.

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. CROSS:

Q. Good afternoon, Secretary Raffensperger.  How are you? 

A. Great. 

Q. Can you spell your name, please, for the court reporter.  

A. R-A-F-F-E-N-S-P-E-R-G-E-R. 

Q. And my name is Anna Cross.  We hadn't met before today; 

is that correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. To the best of your recollection? 

A. Best of my recollection. 

Q. And mine, too.  All right. 

THE COURT:  Hold on one second.  

Secretary Raffensperger, is the gentleman standing in 
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the back your attorney?  

THE WITNESS:  Yes, he is. 

THE COURT:  All right.  

Sir, would you come have a seat up here.  

And, again, Secretary Raffensperger, if any one of 

the lawyers asks you a question that you felt unsure whether 

you should answer or not, turn to your attorney and he will 

tell you whether to answer or not.  And then I'll have the 

final word on whether you should answer or not. 

THE WITNESS:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  All right.  

MS. CROSS:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Your name, sir?

MR. SHARMAN:  Jack Sharman, S-H-A-R-M-A-N.

THE COURT:  Jack Sharman, for the record, 

representing the Secretary of State. 

MS. CROSS:  Thank you, Your Honor.

BY MS. CROSS:

Q. Secretary Raffensperger, can you let us know, what's your 

current employment? 

A. Secretary of State, State of Georgia. 

Q. How long have you served as the Secretary of State for 

the State of Georgia? 

A. Since January 2019. 

Q. Can you describe for us in broad terms what the 

Case 2:24-cv-02063-JJT   Document 1   Filed 08/14/24   Page 200 of 308

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT - OFFICIAL CERTIFIED TRANSCRIPT

188

responsibilities of the Secretary of State in Georgia are 

regarding election administration? 

A. Chief election official for the State of Georgia. 

Q. And what does that entail? 

A. Well, we have elections from time to time in our cycle.  

And it's going through the process of making sure that the 

elections -- people follow the law, follow the Constitution, 

and then we certify the results. 

Q. Am I correct in summarizing the system that we have in 

Georgia in that the individual counties actually carry out the 

elections; is that correct? 

A. Yes, that's correct. 

Q. And what, then, is the role of your office after the 

counties administer -- I'm sorry -- after the counties conduct 

the elections per the state? 

A. The counties report the results that occurred in their 

county.  We then tabulate that for all 159 counties, verify 

their tabulations.  And then at that point we're in a position 

that we can certify the results of an election. 

Q. What role, if any, does the federal government play in 

the administration of the elections in Georgia? 

A. None, other than what is spelled out in, you know, 

federal law, but...  

Q. Who do you send the certifications to? 

A. Well, actually, I send them to the governor.  And then 
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the governor would certify them. 

Q. But as you as the Secretary of State are administering 

elections and preparing to certify an election, is there 

anyone in the federal government that you coordinate that 

action with? 

A. No. 

Q. Is there anyone in the federal government that you 

consult about the appropriateness of certifying any specific 

election? 

A. No. 

Q. Anyone in the executive branch -- that's a slightly 

different question.  

Anyone in the executive branch that you consult with in 

the administration or certification of the election results in 

Georgia? 

A. No. 

Q. What about the President of the United States, does the 

President of the United States at any given time have any role 

in the administration of the election activity administration 

in Georgia? 

A. Not from my understanding. 

Q. Does the President of the United States have any role   

in the certification of the Georgia elections in your 

understanding as the Secretary of State? 

A. No. 
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Q. All right.  I want to direct your attention, Secretary 

Raffensperger, to the November 3rd, 2020, presidential 

election.  

Were you aware that after that election that you were 

sued as part of -- you were sued by the Trump campaign and 

Donald J. Trump individually? 

A. Yes.

Q. And what was your understanding of that litigation? 

A. The Trump campaign/the candidate, Donald J. Trump, sued 

us making several allegations.  They did not agree with the 

results that were reported. 

Q. December 4th, 2020, does that date sound familiar as the 

initiation of that lawsuit? 

A. I can't recall exactly what date.  I was very familiar 

that we had lawsuits. 

Q. More than one? 

A. Yes.

Q. Where are election challenges by a campaign required to 

be filed in Georgia; do you know? 

A. Not specifically. 

Q. All right.  Assume for the purpose of my question that 

December 4th, 2020, was the initiation of the election contest 

brought on behalf of Mr. Trump personally and the campaign for 

his reelection.  

December 4th, 2020, at that time the election had taken 
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place; correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. The election was November 3rd, 2020? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Okay.  Had there been a hand recount of the presidential 

ballots? 

A. By that time I believe so. 

Q. Who ordered that? 

A. The hand recount?  

Q. Yes.

A. The hand retally I ordered.  And then obviously President 

Trump, once that election result was certified, then he could 

ask for a recount.  The retally and recount are two separate 

functions.  But the hand retally was something that I ordered. 

Q. All right.  And if I suggest to you that November 11th, 

2020, was the date that you ordered that hand recount, does 

that sound consistent with your memory? 

A. Yes, it does. 

Q. Certification of the vote in Georgia for the presidential 

election in 2020, do you recall if that took place on or about 

November 20th, 2020? 

A. Don't remember the specific date but that would sound in 

that order. 

Q. And then you referenced a recount, the Trump campaign 

requested a recount; is that correct? 
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A. Correct. 

Q. And that recount can be requested after the certification 

of the vote; correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. What was the result of the recount? 

A. President Trump still came up short. 

Q. All right.  When you say "came up short," does that mean 

he lost the election? 

A. He lost the election in the State of Georgia. 

Q. Who won? 

A. President -- now President Biden. 

Q. We've heard testimony prior to your arrival today, 

Secretary Raffensperger, that there was a signature audit in 

Cobb County.  Are you familiar with that? 

A. Yes.

Q. Can you explain to me, please, how the signature audit in 

Cobb County came to be? 

A. It was the one area that we had received credible 

evidence that the signature match audit was not done as part 

of the absentee ballot verification process.  And so we 

instituted a verification of the signature matches in Cobb 

County, taking a selected sample, about 10 percent, of the 

total absentee ballots. 

Q. Were there other allegations of election fraud or 

wrongdoing that were made associated with the November 3rd, 
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2020, election? 

A. Yes.

Q. Did you investigate those? 

A. Yes.

Q. At the time of the signature audit in Cobb County on or 

about December 22nd, 2020, were there any other issues related 

to allegations of election fraud that you considered 

outstanding? 

A. It was a process, an ongoing process.  In other words, 

there were allegations that there were thousands of dead 

people that voted, and we were in the process of verifying 

what that was.  We wrapped that up at some point. 

Q. When you say -- I'm sorry, I don't mean to interrupt you, 

but when you say you "wrapped that up," did you resolve that? 

A. We resolved that at the time, up until January 2021, we 

had found two dead people. 

Q. Were all of the allegations -- again, I want to put aside 

for a moment the signature audit in Cobb County.  Were all of 

the other allegations that you investigated, were they 

resolved in such a way that you were confident that the 

results of the election were not in question? 

A. Yes.

Q. Are you certain of that? 

A. Yes.  Absolutely.  

Q. Were you certain of that at the time of the 
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December 22nd, 2020, signature audit? 

A. Yes.

Q. Am I understanding your testimony correctly to be that 

that remained the one potential avenue that couldn't -- that 

wasn't wrapped up at that time? 

A. Yes.

Q. Broadly speaking, what's involved in a signature audit?  

Who's involved and what are they -- what's their goal, what's 

the intent? 

A. When we did the signature audit in Cobb County, we had 

one of our POST certified officers, along with two GBI agents, 

we had approximately ten teams.  And that was really -- the 

GBI assisted us so we could get through the number of people.  

It was about 15,000 absentee ballot applications that we had 

to review. 

Q. Okay.  And just for clarification for the record you said 

"POST certified."  Does that mean to you that it's someone 

with arrest powers after having gone through certification in 

Georgia law enforcement? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And who was that person in your office who had arrest 

powers who was present at the signature audit in Cobb County? 

A. Frances Watson. 

Q. Ms. Watson was the chief investigator at that time -- 

A. Yes.  
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Q. -- for your office?

A. Yes.  

Q. All right.  What role, if any, Secretary Raffensperger, 

did the federal government have in the signature audit that 

you were conducting in Cobb County on or about December 22nd, 

2020? 

A. None. 

Q. Are you aware that Mr. Mark Meadows, a defendant in this 

case, was physically present in the Cobb County Civic Center 

at the time that the audit was ongoing? 

A. Yes, I am. 

Q. Did you invite him? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you solicit input from either Mr. Meadows or then 

President Trump? 

A. No. 

Q. Were you aware at the time of the signature audit -- I'll 

take that back.  

At the time of the signature audit on or about 

December 22nd, 2020, had you personally ever spoken to the 

then President, Mr. Trump? 

A. No. 

Q. Had you personally, by December 22nd, 2020, ever spoken 

to the Chief of Staff at that time, Mr. Meadows? 

A. No. 
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Q. At that time, December 22nd, 2020, are you aware of any 

effort or any outreach on behalf of Mr. Trump to you related 

to the allegations of fraud in the November 3rd, 2020, 

election? 

A. From President Trump directly?  

Q. From anyone on his behalf.  

A. A person purporting to be Mr. Meadows did send me a text 

in November. 

Q. In November 2020? 

A. Yes.

Q. What was the content of the text; do you recall? 

A. To the effect of -- it came from -- it was a text but it 

said nccongressman@gmail.com.  But it said, Mr. Secretary, 

this is Mark Meadows, your voicemail is full, give me a call.  

Q. Did you return that call from Mr. Meadows? 

A. No. 

Q. Why didn't you return the call from Mr. Meadows? 

A. Several reasons.  One, he didn't leave a phone number.  

Two, I first held elected office in the City of Johns 

Creek.  And what was told to us in very strong terms is that 

we never, as city council members, got involved in policing 

investigations.  This was, in effect, an ongoing investigation 

with POST certified officers.  And I did not feel it was 

appropriate for me to weigh in or to have other outside forces 

weighing in to anything that could look like a conflict of 
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interest.  I didn't see what good could come out of it. 

Q. I understand.  

Are you aware of any other outreach, either before the 

signature audit -- well, let me ask -- let me back up a 

moment.  

The signature audit, what were the results of that audit? 

A. I believe it was two, perhaps four individuals, it was -- 

their signatures were not correct.  One was a spouse signing 

for another spouse member.  Another one was another similar 

type situation.  

But what -- we conclusively proved that there was not 

fraud.  We sent -- we dispatched our investigators with GBI.  

And Frances Watson could go into detail on that.  But we went 

out there and we talked, face-to-face interviews, with these, 

you know, questionable ones.  It was less than five. 

Q. Less than five.  

And in the presidential election ballots that were 

submitted in the November 2020 election, I'm not going to ask 

you for a specific number, was the five potentially 

problematic ballots that you --

A. Out of, say, 15,000.  So extrapolate that out to -- the 

150,000, and extrapolate it out, it would never rise to the 

level of overturning the results of the race.  

Q. Too small of a number to have affected the results from 

Cobb County? 
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A. Right.  We did interview those people and we could get 

answers on all that.  So, in effect, we reduced it down to 

just, I believe, two. 

Q. Are you aware, Secretary of State Raffensperger, or were 

you aware at the time that there was a December 27th text from 

Defendant Meadows to an employee of yours related to signature 

verification in Fulton County?  Were you aware of that text? 

A. Not that I recall, but perhaps. 

Q. Did you ever conduct a signature audit in Fulton County 

related to the November 2020 election? 

A. Not prior to January.  We never had really any 

credible -- we had lots of allegations, but none of it ever 

was credible.  

We had a fellow that -- named Carter Jones that was there 

as part of our consent agreement with Fulton County.  And he 

was verifying that they did -- Fulton County did do signature 

match. 

Q. Okay.  So despite the allegation, it was insufficient 

information for you to pursue a signature audit in Fulton 

County? 

A. Correct. 

Q. All right.  I want to -- are you aware of any other -- 

I'm going to orient you a little bit to January 2nd, 2021.  

I'm going to ask you some questions about that.  

But right now, prior to January 2nd, 2021, you talked 
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about the text message from Mr. Meadows in November.  You 

talked about Mr. Meadows arriving uninvited at the Cobb County 

signature verification.  What other outreach from either 

Donald Trump or someone acting on his behalf are you aware of? 

A. Mr. Meadows sent me another text apparently in December, 

and he wanted me to give him a call.  And this time he said 

call the White House switchboard.  And he left a number there. 

Q. Did you return that call? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever speak with Mr. Meadows after -- as a result 

of any of these outreaches? 

A. No. 

Q. Are you aware of any other -- you talked about what you 

received personally.  Are you aware of any other communication 

or efforts that were made to contact your staff on behalf of 

either Mr. Meadows or the then President Trump? 

A. I'm not aware of -- can't recollect.  I know you 

mentioned he reached out to one of our staff members back in 

November.  I don't know -- I can't recall something in 

December. 

Q. Is it something that you can't recall the details at this 

time?  Were you aware at the time of other outreach? 

A. Nothing specific. 

Q. If there's been testimony that Mr. Meadows had attempted 

to leave a voice message for you over the period of a week or 
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two before the January 2nd, 2021, call, is that consistent 

with your recollection as far as the number of times 

Mr. Meadows reached out to you personally? 

A. Can you say that again, please.  

Q. That was a bad one.  

If there was testimony prior to your arrival today that 

Mr. Meadows reached out to you personally at least once in   

the week or two weeks prior to the January 2nd call, is that 

consistent with your recollection? 

A. I believe that -- my recollection is that I believe he 

called the Secretary of State's office and left a voicemail in 

the general mailbox.  But we were swamped with calls and it 

just never got picked up. 

Q. All right.  

Let me direct your attention then to the call on 

January 2nd, 2021.  Did you initiate that call? 

A. No. 

Q. How did you come to learn that there was a call that your 

presence was requested on? 

A. My Deputy Secretary of State reached out to me. 

Q. Who's that? 

A. Jordan Fuchs.  

And she said the White House called, and they want to 

talk to you. 

Q. To your understanding did Ms. Fuchs have a 

Case 2:24-cv-02063-JJT   Document 1   Filed 08/14/24   Page 213 of 308

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT - OFFICIAL CERTIFIED TRANSCRIPT

201

relationship -- not a personal relationship.  Did she know 

anyone or have a contact in the President's office? 

A. It was Mr. Meadows that reached out to her. 

Q. And what did you understand the purpose of the outreach 

to be? 

A. That the President wanted to talk to me. 

Q. Were you aware at that time of what the President wanted 

to talk to you about? 

A. The election of 2020. 

Q. Is that the information that was relayed to you, or was 

that your best guess based on the events that had preceded it? 

A. I think it went along the lines of, the President wants 

to talk to you.  He heard you on Cavuto this morning. 

Q. What's Cavuto? 

A. Neil Cavuto, Fox News.  I was interviewed by Neil Cavuto.  

And I don't believe the President cared for my comments.  It 

was about data points and why he came up short.  

Q. Did any of the interview that you're describing for us, 

did that interview at least air on the morning of 

January 2nd, 2020 [sic]? 

A. Yes, it did. 

Q. The information that was relayed to you was that the 

President had seen it? 

A. Yes.

Q. The President had some things he wanted to talk to you 
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about -- 

A. Yes.

Q. -- as a result of that interview? 

A. Yes.

Q. And that was why the outreach was occurring on that day?  

A. Yes.

Q. You had resisted efforts at contact prior to January 2nd, 

2021, is that correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Why was it that you decided to accept the call on 

January 2nd? 

A. I didn't at first.  I told the deputy, I don't think 

that's, you know, in our best interest.  I don't have an 

interest.  

And so we hung up.  And she called back, and she said 

that -- and this is my recollection, that she called back 

then.  And then it was relayed that, no, we needed to have 

this call.  

And I said, If we're going to have this call, it can't 

just be by myself.  We have ongoing litigation from the 

campaign, that I need to have general counsel on the call with 

us.  

So they even said, you know, we have our lawyers on the 

phone call. 

Q. Who was your general counsel for the Secretary of State's 
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office in December, January of 2021? 

A. Ryan Germany. 

Q. Were you able to get Mr. Germany? 

A. Yes.

Q. Anyone else on your end that was on the call? 

A. Jordan Fuchs who facilitated the call. 

Q. The second when -- what was your understanding of who was 

communicating with Ms. Fuchs in the second contact?  As I'm 

understanding your testimony -- let me ask a better question.  

As I'm understanding your testimony, Mr. Meadows reached 

out to Ms. Fuchs to reach out to you to arrange a call; 

correct?  

A. Right.

Q. You declined to participate at that time; correct?

A. Right.

Q. You relayed that to Ms. Fuchs; correct?  

A. Correct.  I believe she called back to Mark Meadows and 

said, well, we need to have this call.  So that came back to 

me.  So we ended up having the call. 

THE COURT:  Was this call -- do I understand that 

this call was solely to deal with the 2020 election?

THE WITNESS:  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Was it to deal with anything else, COVID 

or anything like that?  

THE WITNESS:  No.  The 2020 election. 
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BY MS. CROSS:

Q. The 2020 election that the federal government didn't have 

a role in certifying; correct?

A. Correct. 

Q. The 2020 election that the federal government didn't have 

a role in administering; correct? 

A. Correct.

Q. The 2020 election that Mr. Trump personally and the 

campaign was suing you and your office to challenge; correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. At this point, January 2nd, 2021, the certification in 

Georgia had taken place; correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. At least two certifications? 

A. The race gets certified once. 

Q. How, then, does it work with the recount? 

A. The results were consistent when we did the 100 percent 

rescan of the ballots, so there wasn't anything to review.  

And it had been certified. 

THE COURT:  Let me interrupt again.  

Is it my understanding at this point in time Governor 

Kemp had certified the election?  

THE WITNESS:  Yes, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  So this call on January 2nd, the election 

was certified by Governor Kemp?
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THE WITNESS:  Your Honor?

THE COURT:  You already got a certification from 

Governor Kemp on the election?  He had certified?

THE WITNESS:  Yes.  Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Once the election is certified by the 

Governor, can anything change it?  

THE WITNESS:  We haven't crossed that bridge yet, 

Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Well, I hope you don't bring it to court 

to me.  

THE WITNESS:  I wouldn't think so, but I'm not a 

lawyer, I'm an engineer. 

THE COURT:  But you're Secretary of State?  

THE WITNESS:  I am.  I'm not aware of anything that 

could cause that. 

THE COURT:  In your history -- this is your second 

term as Secretary of State?  

THE WITNESS:  Yes, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  In your term as Secretary of State has it 

ever occurred before once the governor certifies the election 

anything changed?  

THE WITNESS:  No, Your Honor.

BY MS. CROSS:

Q. There were no recounts pending at this time, January 2nd; 

correct? 
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A. None to my recollection. 

Q. Was your job with respect to the certification -- 

THE COURT:  Let me interrupt you again.  

Would there have been anything to settle at this 

time, any compromise and settlement that could be done?  

THE WITNESS:  I don't believe, Your Honor, there was.  

THE COURT:  Go ahead.  I'm sorry.  

MS. CROSS:  Your Honor, may I approach the witness?  

THE COURT:  Yes. 

BY MS. CROSS:

Q. I'm going to approach you, Secretary Raffensperger, with 

what has been marked as State's Exhibit Number 3.  I want you 

to take a look at it for me, please, and see if you recognize 

it? 

A. It's a recording of the phone call I had with the 

President and my signature. 

Q. Okay.  

Your signature is on the envelope that -- State's Exhibit 

Number 3 is the actual USB drive.  And you have reviewed that 

prior to your testimony today; correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And your signature on that means it is true and accurate 

to the best of your recollection? 

A. Yes.

Q. State's Exhibit Number 3, is that a full and complete 
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recording of the conversation, at least the portion where you 

were on the line and Mr. Trump is on the line? 

A. Yes. 

MS. CROSS:  Your Honor, at this time we move State's 

Exhibit Number 3 into evidence.

MR. FRANCISCO:  No objection, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Admitted without objection.

MS. CROSS:  Thank you.

BY MS. CROSS:

Q. Secretary of State Raffensperger, in your experience up 

to this time as Secretary of State, was this outreach from a 

campaign, was that normal? 

A. I've seen candidates lose and come up short and have a 

recount, but outreach to this extent was extraordinary. 

Q. What about public statements, public statements made by 

then President Trump or the campaign making allegations of 

fraud in Georgia, was that something that was typical in your 

experience of a losing candidate? 

A. No, it was extraordinary. 

Q. Had you personally been the target of some of these 

public statements, Secretary Raffensperger? 

A. Several. 

Q. What, if any, consequence did you see as a result of 

public statements alleging that you personally were involved 

in fraud? 
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A. From a personal standpoint, you know, we had multiple 

threats, myself, my wife.  We also saw throughout Georgia 

election workers being threatened and other situations like 

that.  Nationally you saw just tremendous social disruption.  

People were spun up.  And so that's why we went through 

diligently, thoughtfully and checked out every single 

allegation so we could report back to the people of Georgia 

and to the campaigns here are what the results were.  

Q. As you continued to go throughout the processes of 

certification, recounts, signature verification, as you 

reported those events and the results of your investigation, 

what, if any, effect did you see in the public statements 

coming from then President Trump or the Trump campaign? 

A. I didn't see any change in tone or behavior.  

Q. Who, to your knowledge, was on -- you told us who was   

on the phone call from your side, who you arranged to have 

present on the call.  Who was on the call from the Trump side 

if you knew or as you knew it at the time? 

A. I never really knew who all the people were.  I assumed 

they were all up in the -- up in the Oval Office.  But he 

mentioned Alex, which turned out to be Alex Kaufman.  Kurt, 

which turned out to be Hilbert.  I think that's his name.  And 

then I knew Mark Meadows was on there.  The President.  And -- 

Q. How did you know Mr. Meadows was on the phone? 

A. Because he started the call. 
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MS. CROSS:  Your Honor, with the permission of the 

Court, we have excerpts from State's Exhibit Number 3 that we 

play and then -- with the Court's permission. 

THE COURT:  Any objections?  

MR. FRANCISCO:  You're talking about playing audio 

excerpts?  

MS. CROSS:  Correct.  

MR. FRANCISCO:  That's fine. 

THE COURT:  No objection?  

MR. FRANCISCO:  No objection.

THE COURT:  You may proceed.

(Clip Number 1 was published in open court.)

BY MS. CROSS: 

Q. That excerpt that we heard, we'll call it Clip Number 1, 

is that consistent with your recollection of the introduction 

to the call made by Mr. Meadows?  

A. Yes.

Q. You didn't hear Mr. Meadows say that anyone from DOJ was 

involved; correct?  

A. Correct. 

Q. You didn't hear Mr. Meadows say that anyone from the 

Office of Legal Counsel was involved; correct?

A. Correct. 

Q. Did you understand this call to be between the Trump 

individually and the Trump campaign in their individual 

Case 2:24-cv-02063-JJT   Document 1   Filed 08/14/24   Page 222 of 308

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT - OFFICIAL CERTIFIED TRANSCRIPT

210

capacities? 

A. Those were Trump campaign lawyers, so I felt that it was 

a campaign call.  

Q. When Mr. Meadows mentioned finding a less litigious path 

referencing the litigation, what litigation did you understand 

him to be referring to? 

A. That somehow we could resolve this. 

Q. Which lawsuit could you resolve was your understanding? 

A. I believe that was the Trump v. Kemp versus -- and 

Raffensperger. 

Q. The election challenges? 

A. The election challenge.

MS. CROSS:  Can we play Clip Number 2, please.  Thank 

you.  

(Clip Number 2 was published in open court.) 

BY MS. CROSS:

Q. Secretary Raffensperger, to your knowledge, at that time 

when Mr. Meadows was referring to the litigation, and I want 

to -- we can play it again if you need to hear it, but I 

heard, We believe that not every vote or fair vote and legal 

vote was counted, among other things.  

Do you recall hearing that? 

A. Yes.

Q. Who did you understand Mr. Meadows to be referring to 

when he said "we"? 
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A. President Trump and himself and the Trump campaign.  

MS. CROSS:  Can we play Clip Number 3, please.

(Clip Number 3 published in open court.) 

BY MS. CROSS:

Q. Secretary of State Raffensperger -- 

A. Uh-huh.  

Q. -- did then President Trump win the State of Georgia in 

the 2020 election campaign by more than half a million votes? 

A. No, he did not. 

Q. Did then President Trump lose the election in Georgia? 

A. He lost the election in the State of Georgia. 

Q. That was known to you by January 2nd, 2021? 

A. Yes. 

Q. The allegations that were specifically made in that clip 

and throughout the call by then President Trump, you 

investigated all of them; correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Were you able to substantiate? 

A. Yes.

Q. What? 

A. Well, they alleged in their lawsuit that 66,000 underaged 

voters had voted in the State of Georgia.  In Georgia you can 

register to vote when you're 17-and-a-half.  We had the 

information day, month, year.  They just had a year.  So it 

could have looked from their perspective that these were 
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underaged voters.  We verified day, month, year.  And every 

single voter had turned 18 by election day.  

They allege in their lawsuit 10,000 dead voters that had 

voted.  In the conversation I had with President Trump, he 

said 5,000.  Be that as it may.  We had found at that time 

[sic].  

Subsequent to that I spoke to the January 6th committee, 

I told them to correct the record, we found two more.  So we 

have four dead people that voted in the State of Georgia.  

As it related to the number of felons, they alleged in 

their lawsuit over -- about 2,050.  What we found is no more 

than 74, total potential of 74 voters that could have still 

been under felony sentence.  All the others were lawful 

voters.  

Then they also talked about non-registers voters.  I 

think it was 2,423.  There were zero.  

They talked about out-of-state voters in that range also, 

in that range of 4,500, something like that.  That is a 

difficult thing to prove, and we understand that, because it 

goes to residency.  But we went through that and realized it 

was less than that number.  And I don't recall exactly what 

that was.  

But you add that all up, none of it was sufficient to 

come to anywhere near that total of 11,779, which would have 

changed the outcome of the election for the State of Georgia. 
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Q. And were those facts and the results of your 

investigation that you just described for us, were those 

things that you tried to convey to then President Trump and 

Mr. Meadows on that call? 

A. Yes.  When we got the opportunity to speak, we spoke the 

truth. 

Q. Did it appear to you that your words were accepted? 

A. No.

MS. CROSS:  Can we play the final clip, please.

(Clip Number 4 was published in open court.)

BY MS. CROSS:   

Q. Secretary Raffensperger, that was a fairly lengthy clip.  

At the beginning do you recall hearing Mr. Meadows talk, and 

I'm going to quote to make sure, they were asking for access 

to data; do you recall? 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. Was a remedy that the campaign litigation was seeking, 

was that access to the Secretary of State voter data? 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. At that time, January 2nd, 2021, was there any effort 

that you're aware of by the federal government to get 

Secretary of State voter data? 

A. Nothing specific.  In other words, I know that at some 

point the US Attorney of the Northern District, BJ Pak, 

resigned and Bobby Christine took over that role.  But I 
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believe that was January 3rd or somewhere in that range.  

But we had been talking to the FBI and had talked to them 

about State Farm Arena, I know that -- that infamous tape that 

was done.  And they had looked at it along with GBI and along 

with our people.  But nothing specific as related on to this 

call if that's what your question was. 

Q. Okay. 

So when Mr. Meadows references we need access to the data 

or we want access to the data, who were you understanding 

wanted access to the data? 

A. The Trump campaign.

MS. CROSS:  Thank you, Secretary Raffensperger.  I 

have no further questions of you, but I believe the other side 

may. 

THE COURT:  Your witness, sir.

MR. FRANCISCO:  Thank you.  Good afternoon, Your 

Honor.  

To preserve the record we would start by making the 

same Rule 26.2 request that you previously ruled on and ask 

that we be given immediate access to those documents as to 

Mr. Raffensperger. 

MS. CROSS:  The State's response is the same, Your 

Honor.  They haven't cited any authority that would entitle 

them to that information at this time.  That's the State's 

position. 
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THE COURT:  I'll overrule your objections.  Well, not 

overrule her objections.  I'll affirm her objections.  I'll 

note your objections for the record.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. FRANCISCO:

Q. Good afternoon, Secretary Raffensperger.

I would like to start out by talking a little bit about 

federal election law.  I assume in your role as Secretary of 

State you're quite familiar with federal election laws?  

A. Yes.

Q. Are there a number of federal election laws that apply to 

aspects of election administration that your office conducts? 

A. Yes.  

Q. And so when we talk about election fraud, as that term is 

commonly used, that can refer to both a violation of state law 

or a violation of federal law when it comes to voting? 

A. Correct. 

Q. In the 2020 federal election there were numerous federal 

executive branch agencies that were involved in the process of 

Georgia administering its election, is that accurate? 

A. From the standpoint of -- like for cyber security and 

resources like that that the federal government brought -- 

made available to the states?  

What specifically are you asking?  

Q. I think -- you know, was SISA for cyber security involved 
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in monitoring Georgia's election or being involved with what 

you were administering? 

A. They've been involved in that for several years now. 

Q. That's through the Department of Homeland Security? 

A. Yes.

Q. You mentioned BJ Pak and the US Attorneys.  Were they 

involved in investigating election fraud?  

A. Yes.  Post-election November 2020.  

Q. And then the FBI, you're talking about the federal FBI 

was also investigating these allegations about the State Farm 

Arena? 

A. Yes.

Q. So it's actually quite common for the federal government 

to be involved with -- in post-election matters in Georgia; is 

that correct? 

A. If there's a reason for them to be. 

Q. It's not as if Georgia runs the election and the federal 

government has no role or -- no role to play whatsoever? 

A. No.  They have their role per statute.  

Q. Post-election challenges happen quite commonly when we 

have elections in this country; is that correct? 

A. They happen from time to time, particularly in close 

elections. 

Q. And when you took office, was there -- were there 

post-election challenges, this was before 2020, that were 
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pending? 

A. Stacey Abrams lost the gubernatorial race of 2018 by 

55,000 votes.  And when I took office, we had multiple 

lawsuits from Stacey Abrams and her allied groups relating to 

the 2018 race. 

Q. And in general terms, those lawsuits challenged the 

number of votes or alleged voter fraud and various things that 

they wanted to change the result of the election? 

A. It was her allegation about voter suppression.  And, you 

know, that was all entailed.  And so that was litigated.  It 

took several years.  Four years to be exact.  And we won in 

court on every single count. 

Q. I suspect the judge is familiar with at least one of 

those cases quite well.  

THE COURT:  Yeah. 

Q. The timing of those cases, those cases weren't all 

resolved before that election was certified; is that correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So candidates -- it's happened before where a major 

statewide candidate had litigation, was challenging an 

election in Georgia, and that challenge extended beyond the 

certification of the results? 

A. Well, in the case of Stacey Abrams, it's really about the 

process, you know, was there actually voter suppression where 

people were removed off voter rolls, things like that. 
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Q. But it did happen?  There were a number of lawsuits and 

they -- 

A. Correct.

Q. -- were resolved by mid-December, whenever certification 

tends to occur?

I would like to ask a couple questions about the Cobb 

County signature audit that you-all were doing.  And I know 

you've previously explained this process in helpful detail.  

But as to Mr. Meadows, it's true, isn't it, that he 

didn't express any objections as far as you're aware to how 

that audit was being conducted when he visited Cobb County? 

A. Correct. 

Q. In fact, Mr. Meadows didn't ask for anything be done 

differently when he visited that audit as far as you were 

aware? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And is it fair to say that Mr. Meadows' observation  when 

he was gathering information in that audit consisted primarily 

of him looking through a glass panel of a door to observe the 

process? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And candidates occasionally will ask to reach out to your 

office or watch part of the process after election night, to 

have observers; is that true? 

A. Correct. 
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Q. Mr. Meadows was the Chief of Staff for President Trump in 

this time.  Were you -- just generally in the fall of 2020 

were you aware that Mr. Meadows was the Chief of Staff? 

A. Yes, I was. 

Q. And, you know, I think we just heard a clip of the call 

that's been discussed at some length.  Mr. Meadows, you 

remember, he announced himself as Chief of Staff on that call? 

A. Yes.

Q. And you testified in some detail about going back and 

forth with Ms. Fuchs -- I probably said her name 

incorrectly -- about that, setting up the call.  But when 

Mr. Meadows reached out through Ms. Fuchs, you understood that 

he was acting on behalf of the President as Chief of Staff? 

A. I understood he was acting on behalf of the President. 

Q. So as far as you were concerned, before the call started 

you knew Mr. Meadows was the Chief of Staff, you knew that he 

set up the call on behalf of the President, and you knew that 

he announced himself as Chief of Staff early on in the call? 

A. Correct. 

Q. I would like to ask you some questions about the call 

itself and what transpired on that.  I understand it's quite a 

long call.  We heard chunks of it, but there's a lot that we 

didn't hear.  

And, you know, there was a lot of statements made on the 

call by former President Trump.  But Mr. Meadows' speaking 
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roles were quite limited.  In fact, I believe we just listened 

to virtually all of Mr. Meadows' statements on that call.  

Do you think it's fair to say that Mr. Meadows was making 

requests about letting the lawyers get together and resolving 

things in some fashion, but he wasn't making specific voter 

fraud allegations? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Others on the call certainly may have, but Mr. Meadows 

was not speaking on those issues? 

A. Correct. 

Q. In fact, Mr. Meadows is seeking some sort of agreement is 

what it sounds like on the call to me.  And when he says he's 

hopeful there's some sort of agreement that can be reached, 

where the parties can look at the data, is there anything 

inappropriate with that request? 

A. I didn't take it as inappropriate. 

Q. You didn't think it was inappropriate.  Okay.  

We talked a little bit about types of election fraud 

claims in your testimony and whether it would change the 

results of the election, but I noticed that you said there 

were two dead voters that were discovered at the time of this 

call and then two subsequently discovered?  

A. Uh-huh.

Q. Did your office do anything with those discoveries? 

A. Pardon me?  
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Q. Did your office do anything with those discoveries of 

dead voters? 

A. Yes.  They came before the State Election Board, and they 

were prosecuted. 

Q. Okay.  So there's a law enforcement function that occurs 

when you discover voter fraud, even if it's only a couple 

votes?  

A. Correct. 

Q. Even if it doesn't change the outcome of the election? 

A. Yes.

Q. So it's legitimate for the State of Georgia, your office 

or others, to investigate allegations, credible allegations of 

voter fraud even after an election may be settled? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And to take action? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Would it also be appropriate for the federal law 

enforcement agencies to do likewise? 

A. That's a federal issue.  I would assume so. 

Q. But you don't have any reason to believe that the federal 

government would have less interest in pursuing election fraud 

after an election than the state government? 

A. No.  I assume everyone should want fair and honest 

elections. 

MR. FRANCISCO:  Pardon me, Your Honor, reviewing my 

Case 2:24-cv-02063-JJT   Document 1   Filed 08/14/24   Page 234 of 308

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT - OFFICIAL CERTIFIED TRANSCRIPT

222

notes. 

THE COURT:  Take your time.

BY MR. FRANCISCO

Q. Mr. Meadows' statements on the call, which, again, we 

just refreshed the whole world's, or at least the people in 

this courtroom's, memory about what he said.  I just want to 

clarify that he didn't make any requests that you change vote 

totals in that call, Mr. Meadows himself? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And that's consistent with your memory of this endeavor? 

A. Correct. 

Q. To go back to the numbers of dead voter's thing, just 

real briefly, I know that Mr. Meadows disagreed with your 

statement that there were two dead voters on the call.  But as 

we sit here today, it's actually accurate that there were more 

than two dead voters that you subsequently discovered? 

A. We found four.  Recently I read in a newspaper that 

someone thought there was 25, but 25 is a whole lot closer to 

four.

MR. FRANCISCO:  One moment, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Yes, sir.  

MR. FRANCISCO:  Nothing further, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Redirect? 

MS. CROSS:  Just one.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION
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BY MS. CROSS:

Q. Secretary Raffensperger, you were asked some questions on 

cross-examination about some of the roles potentially that the 

federal government might have in investigating allegations of 

fraud; correct? 

A. Correct.

Q. When the federal government is investigating allegations 

of fraud, in your experience do they ask you to provide 

information to a campaign? 

A. No. 

Q. When DOJ or another federal agency is investigating 

allegations of impropriety or fraud in an election, to your 

experience who do you deliver that information to? 

A. The actual FBI agents or US Attorney.

MS. CROSS:  Thank you.  That's all. 

THE COURT:  Any recross?  

MR. FRANCISCO:  Nothing further, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Thank you, Secretary Raffensperger.  

Is he free to go?  

MS. CROSS:  Yes, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Excused?  

MR. FRANCISCO:  Yes. 

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

You're released.  Thank you.

(Witness excused.)

Case 2:24-cv-02063-JJT   Document 1   Filed 08/14/24   Page 236 of 308

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT - OFFICIAL CERTIFIED TRANSCRIPT

224

THE COURT:  Any further witnesses?  

MS. CROSS:  No further witnesses from the State, Your 

Honor. 

THE COURT:  Any rebuttal?  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  We'll do closings.  I'll give you-all 

30 minutes each.  It is 4:30.  Let's take a 15-minute break 

and we'll start closings at 4:45.  And we'll finish them 

today.

COURT SECURITY OFFICER:  All rise.

(After a recess, the proceedings continued at 4:48 

p.m. as follows:) 

THE COURT:  As you-all know, this hearing is being 

conducted in federal court, which means we're proceeding under 

federal procedure, which means, defense counsel, you-all carry 

the burden.  You have 30 minutes.  You can use all your 

30 minutes, or you can reserve time for rebuttal.  But, as you 

know, your rebuttal has to be based on the scope of what was 

said in their closing, so I don't -- I know you guys do this 

every day, but I have to put it on the record.  

For the State, your whole 30 minutes has to be used 

at one time.  

Last thing, who will be arguing for the defense?  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  I will, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  The clock on the left is your clock. 
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MR. TERWILLIGER:  I probably will reserve maybe five 

minutes. 

THE COURT:  However you want to do it. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  We'll see. 

THE COURT:  Okay. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  If needed.  

To start out, Your Honor, not that you need any 

validation from me in the Court's observations, but Your 

Honor, of course, correctly laid out this morning what is 

before the Court in terms of the determinations to be made in 

connection with removal.  

I will say, without meaning to be critical at all of 

our adversaries, that it was hard to tell from what they 

presented that that was the issue.  It felt a lot more like 

Mr. Meadows was being tried for the violations the state has 

alleged.  

And, of course, it's axiomatic in the case law for 

removal that even provable existence of the state law 

violation will not defeat removal because if it was, there 

wouldn't be removal cases.  

If the state -- if there's a shooting by a federal 

officer, however unfortunate that might be, and the state says 

homicide, and the federal officer says self-defense in the 

line of duty, the state saying homicide doesn't defeat his and 

presenting facts concerning why it might be a homicide.  And 
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we've seen that applied in a lot of different circumstances.  

But I would like to try to go to the heart of what I 

think is the issue in front of Your Honor.  If, however, you 

have questions for me, I, of course, would welcome them. 

THE COURT:  I'll hold my questions to the end so I 

won't be interrupting you or State's counsel. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  All right.  Thank you, Your Honor.  

So I would really like to discuss two aspects of the 

three parts of the test you mentioned.  

The first test you mentioned was is Mr. Meadows a 

federal officer?  Well, I don't think that's in dispute.  

The second part is is there a causal connection to -- 

of the alleged violations to his role, in the performance of 

his role as a federal officer?  And, if so even, is there a 

colorable federal defense that has been laid out?  

So I'm going to talk about two aspects of number two.  

First of all, the evidentiary burden -- and I think 

there can be no dispute and should be no dispute that the 

evidentiary burden on us for removal at this point is about 

the lowest evidentiary burden one can imagine.  

I will not bore Your Honor with quoting the Eleventh 

Circuit about the outer perimeter and the extremely low 

threshold.  We all recognize, I hope, that that's what the 

burden is and the reason for it because the case law and the 

underlying statute, the Federal Officer Removal statute, in 
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fact, favor removal.  A tie doesn't go to the state because of 

the Supremacy Clause.  A tie goes to the federal interest.  

So that then leaves the second part of the test, the 

causal connection.  And that burden is also very, very low at 

this point, requiring only some kind of a relation or 

connection to the duties.  And I'll talk about this at some 

greater length, but I'll go to what I think, frankly, Your 

Honor, is an easy bottom line for you here following an 

evidentiary hearing.  And that is that Mr. Meadows' testimony, 

if believed, and there's every -- there's no reason not to 

find it credible, clearly establishes that causal connection.  

And I'll take what might be the aspect the State leaned on the 

hardest; that is, the January 2nd call.  

Nothing Mr. Raffensperger says informs Your Honor in 

any way whatsoever about what Mr. Meadows was doing and why at 

the time.  He has no idea.  He can have his impression.  And I 

can understand why he would have the impression he had and 

say, well, I think "we" means Trump and the campaign, and that 

sort of thing.  

But Mr. Meadows explained in his testimony to you 

that, first of all, he overuses the "we" and it's a weakness 

in his rhetoric.  But more importantly he explained in some 

detail why he was trying to force that matter to closure.  

And that's probably the critical -- at least one 

critical aspect of his testimony.  He was trying to force that 
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to closure because, as he put it, he was trying to land the 

plane by January 6th, to have this over, have the 

certification completed and get on with the rest of the 

transition and a peaceful transfer of power.  

So let me go back to some of the law, if I can, Your 

Honor.  The Eleventh Circuit has made clear that as to the 

connection it only requires an association or some relation to 

the officer's duty.  

And the Eleventh Circuit has noted, as I'm sure Your 

Honor has seen in the cases, and in 2011 when Congress revised 

the statute, they actually broadened that even further and, 

thus, making the burden at this stage of the case to show that 

connection even less.  

So I would submit to you, Your Honor, that 

Mr. Meadows clearly meets all three parts of the test that you 

mentioned.  It clearly -- the things that he did that the 

state complains of were connected or associated with his job 

as Chief of Staff.  

Even the most questionable, unquestionable or 

universally applicable state laws, according to the Eleventh 

Circuit in Denson, is not sufficient to overcome the principle 

that states cannot use their law to define the parameters of a 

federal officer's proper role.  

And that's exactly what the State is trying to do 

here.  The State is attempting through the enforcement 
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mechanism of an indictment in a criminal case to define Mr. 

Meadows' role as the Chief of Staff.  

Now, they claim that he can't avail himself of 

this -- really I think this goes as much to immunity and we're 

beyond the removal question, but I'll address it anyway -- 

that he can't do that because he violated the Hatch Act, and 

he can't undertake his duties in violation of federal law; or 

as we put it in our responsive papers, that there's some kind 

of a, quote, political exception to the scope of his duties as 

the Chief of Staff to the President or the White House Chief 

of Staff.  And I think Your Honor can see through that quite 

easily.  

One of the reasons we spent as much time as we did in 

his testimony regarding the political affairs that he gets 

involved in is for two reasons:  

One, the State doesn't get to define the parameters 

of the Hatch Act.  And, frankly, Your Honor, with all due 

respect, the Court isn't even empowered at this stage to 

adjudicate, as the State suggested, whether or not there's 

been a Hatch Act violation.  Certainly for purposes of removal 

that that's beyond the pale.  

But the second reason we did it was to help Your 

Honor understand the true nature of the position.  I would 

expect that very, very few people who have not worked at the 

top levels of government -- and I, frankly, include our 
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adversaries in that -- the top levels of the federal 

government really understand what the workings of the 

government are like at that level and why something like even 

the Hatch Act provision they point to would not apply.  

This just came to me today.  I'll give you an 

illustration of it.  There was testimony both on direct and 

cross and maybe in some other parts about Mr. Barr's now 

infamous visit to the Oval Office.  And he said a couple of 

things in that visit that are now in the record in that case, 

including telling the President that the Justice Department 

had, in fact, investigated allegations of fraud in a couple 

different places and found them wanting, I'll use that term.  

And the President, according to the testimony we've 

heard, pushed back on that, and there was talk of the Attorney 

General resigning and so forth.  And so the Attorney General 

was pushing very hard for the outcome of the election to be at 

that point that Biden won.  Was that the Attorney General 

using his office to affect an outcome of an election?  At 

least on a very technical sense, yes, it was, because he's 

telling the President of the United States the outcome of this 

election as it stands now is that Joe Biden won, and we need 

to back up, and he wasn't going to do certain things.  

But as importantly what that testimony shows, despite 

the State's contention of trying to minimize, if not 

eliminate, a federal role in post-election matters, the 
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federal government has a huge role in post-election matters  

and has a huge role in the administration of elections as we 

have found out in great detail right up through January 6th 

when the certification takes place.  

So what does Mr. Meadows tell the Court the relevance 

of that is to the exercise of his duties as Chief of Staff and 

his various touch points along the way here to matters -- 

post-election matters that are political?  There's not one 

iota of evidence, Your Honor, that he was in any way, shape or 

form doing anything in his post as the Chief of Staff to try 

and effectuate a certain result of that election.  

What he told you, and I submit to you what he told 

you credibly, was I was trying to bring these things to 

closure.  I needed to check the box I think was a term he used 

at one point.  Get this off the plate.  He went to Atlanta -- 

I'm sorry.  He went to the Cobb County Civic Center to observe 

and did that for the reason that he would be able to report 

back to the President, anticipating that the President would 

be fired up about this, that these people are doing a great 

job and if there's any fraud there, they will find it.  

We also produced evidence on this record, Your Honor, 

to show that not just is it within the Chief of Staff's job to 

do the kinds of things that he did, but that he did those 

things as part of the function of the Executive Office of the 

President overall, which is not at all divorced from political 
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matters.  

When he says he needs to know what's going on, I 

can't imagine a more simple but elegant explanation of what 

the Chief of Staff's relationship with the President and the 

President's own execution of his duties are than the necessity 

to stay on top of everything, see around the corner and work 

to manage and advise the President on matters as they arose.  

The third element of the testimony that I think is 

important is if -- as so often happens when legal cases sort 

of come to the fore, particularly in keen public attention, 

the world thinks the only thing that was going on inside the 

White House and in Mr. Meadows' world at that time is the 

President's concern about fraud in the election.  

As far as he was concerned, as he testified, that was 

a very small part of what was going on.  It might have been a 

big part in terms of actually managing the President and the 

office and trying to get to a peaceful transition, but for him 

there were a whole lot of other things going on.  And when 

he's trying to manage the work necessary to get those things 

done and get them addressed, matters of the most incredible 

import to the people of the United States, he has to be aware 

of what's going on and try to get some of these other things 

off the board as he went along.  

Turning to the law a little further, Your Honor, 

courts have been very consistent in how these cases are 
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handled.  I don't think -- I can't recall an Eleventh Circuit 

case that hasn't -- for removal that the circuit has had on 

appeal that has not resulted in removal. 

And the reason for that is very important.  The 

overarching issue that's really laid before this Court here is 

no small one.  The overarching issue really is can the 

District Attorney of Fulton County, Georgia, use the 

enforcement power of the State to affect what the Chief of 

Staff of the President of the United States does in his job?  

Not just this Chief of Staff, he's obviously gone, but the 

currently Chief of Staff.  

Going back to this Hatch Act point for a minute.  I 

think Mr. Meadows mentioned this in his testimony, but I'm 

sure the Court has seen the newspapers.  The current Press 

Secretary to the President just got called out on a Hatch Act 

violation.  

Think about it for a second with the logical 

extension of the theory that's being presented here.  If that 

statement was somehow related to something that some DA 

somewhere in the country thinks is a state law violation, 

according to the State here, they could issue a complaint and 

get an arrest warrant and go arrest the current Press 

Secretary.  

The reason for this law is it's seminal in our 

constitutional system.  It goes back to McCulloch v. Maryland 
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when Chief Justice Marshall said we can't have a state taxing 

a national bank that could tax it out of existence.  

It continued in the infamous oleo case in Ohio where 

the state wanted to -- this is Ohio v. Thompson in 1899.  The 

state wanted to sanction a federal officer who was serving 

oleo margarine in his federal facility, I think it was a home 

for people, and didn't have a sign up saying "Oleo is Served 

Here," which was a violation of state law.  And that case was 

removed all the way to the Supreme Court.  

In Johnson v. Maryland, which involved a postal 

service driver, the Court said the entire -- recognized the 

entire absence of power on the part of the state to touch the 

instrumentalities of the United States.  It's just off limits 

to state authority.  And that principle is what underlies 

these removal cases.  

But I have a case I want to share with Your Honor.  

And I've tried not to get into quotes.  This case was relied 

on by the Eleventh Circuit in Baucham v. Martin, an Eleventh 

Circuit decision.  But this is actually a case from the Ninth 

Circuit.  It's called Clifton v. Cox.  It's a Ninth Circuit 

case.  

I'll share, if I may, just a little something with 

you, Your Honor.  One of the reasons I loved being a lawyer 

when I first went to law school was actually getting into the 

cases.  And some of the young people that are here with me can 
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tell you I detest the word search method of legal research and 

string cites.  If I may get a little personal, Judge, you and 

I are a little closer to each other -- 

THE COURT:  We had to learn how to do it through the 

books. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  That's right.  

And so one of the things I really enjoyed because 

this law is so basic and fundamental as a constitutional 

matter between the state and federal government was looking 

into this a little bit.  

And if I may, I would just like to read you from this 

Clifton decision.  

The Court said -- this is the Ninth Circuit -- the 

Court said, It is well settled that a federal official cannot 

be held personally liable in a civil suit for acts committed 

in the outer perimeter of his duty.  It's only necessary that 

the action bear some reasonable relation to those federal 

duties.  

But the Court then went on and had a discussion, 

which I would command to Your Honor's attention, and said 

that, the Supreme Court, I'm quoting here, in Bar v. Matteo 

gives approval to the task in turn propounded by Judge Learned 

Hand, an eminent jurist to be sure, as follows:  What is meant 

by saying that the officer must be acting within his power 

cannot be more than the occasion must be, such that would have 
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justified the act if he had been using his power for any of 

the purposes on whose account it was vested.  

And the Ninth Circuit goes on to say, the Court 

concludes the fact that the petitioner is not required by   

law or direction of his superiors to act as he did is not 

controlling because the same considerations which underlie the 

recognition of the privilege as to acts done in connection 

with a mandatory duty apply with equal force to discretionary 

acts at those levels of government where the concept of duty 

encompasses the sound exercise of discretionary authority.  

I think that case, frankly, Your Honor, should be 

more helpful to you -- 

THE COURT:  What is the citation of that again for my 

people?  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Yes.  Yes.  It's -- let me get the 

first page.  It's Clifton v. Cox.  It's 549 F.2d 722, a 1977 

decision of the Ninth Circuit.

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  I think that case should be more 

helpful to you perhaps than any others because all of these 

cases in a way are sort of sui generis, but this one is in 

particular.  

There's never been a case dealing with the 

discretionary authority of an official at this level of 

government.  And what, based on Judge Hand's test, the Ninth 
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Circuit said here is, As that discretion gets wider -- as that 

discretion gets wider, so does the burden for showing the 

relationship of the acts complained of to the conduct get 

lower because we can't have the state interfering with the 

exercise of that discretion.  

Now, some people may decide that they disagree with 

some of the judgments Mr. Meadows said about how to execute 

his role.  I'll bet if he went to the people that run that 

advisory office on the Hatch Act, should he have been on the 

call with Brad Raffensperger, they would have said no.  I 

don't know that, but I bet they would have.  But even a 

mistake on his part is not enough to defeat his entitlement   

to removal, even a mistake as to federal law, unless it was 

malicious and done willfully.  And I think you heard from the 

testimony that it wasn't even close to that.  

Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Let me ask you one question here.  

Is there any limitations on what Mr. Meadows could 

have done -- not just Mr. Meadows.  Is there any limitations 

on what a Chief of Staff can do if it's not negligence per se?  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  If it's not -- 

THE COURT:  I mean criminal per se. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Yes. 

THE COURT:  What?  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Well, for example, I don't think 
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for various and sundry reasons it would be criminal per se for 

him to say, you know, I'm here because I think the policies of 

the Trump administration were just as good as they possibly 

could be and were good for the American people, and I hope the 

American people will recognize that when they go to the polls.  

That may be a Hatch Act violation.  And that -- the Hatch Act 

may in that circumstance put a limit on.  

But if in the exercise of his judgment he didn't 

think that was a Hatch Act violation, it wasn't malicious and 

it wasn't willful, that doesn't place a limitation on his role 

for purposes of removal.  And probably not for immunity 

either, but we're only here on removal today. 

THE COURT:  State's counsel through at least three 

questions emphasized, as I interpreted it, what Mr. Meadows 

was doing had nothing to do with the operation of the federal 

government.  What do you have to say to that?   

They're arguing that the intent of this statute is 

not being met by what Mr. Meadows was doing. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  The intent of what statute?  

THE COURT:  It's important to understand the statute 

regarding interference, 14-42.  In other words, the removal 

aspect of it.  They said you're using -- saying here's a 

federal official doing their job, and here's a state 

prosecutor trying to prosecute this federal official for doing 

their job.  
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From at least three questions asked by the district 

attorney or assistant district attorney, it's her position -- 

she can speak for herself, of course -- that this does not 

meet the intent of the statute because it's not interfering 

with federal operations. 

MR. TERWILLIGER:  But that's not the test.  

Interference with federal operations is not the test.  He is 

federal operations.  He is the alter ego of the one person, 

the one person under our constitutional system in which the 

executive branch is embodied, so what he's doing by definition 

is in that role.  

Now, if he went out and shot a demonstrator in 

Lafayette Park and said, Oh, it was part of my role, that 

would obviously be outside the scope of his duties.  But 

when -- there's not one thing that is -- that is specified in 

this indictment that is not at least colorably in the scope of 

his duties.  And his duties are federal operations.  

He doesn't have to say, Oh, I'm doing this because 

of, you know, it's a matter of Justice Department interest, or 

I'm doing this because there's a cyber security issue with the 

Department of Homeland Security.  It is enough for purposes of 

removal, Your Honor, I respectfully submit, that he is doing 

it because he's the Chief of Staff, like going to the Cobb 

County counting center there, anticipating that his principal, 

the President, is going to ask him what are they doing down 
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there?  So he gets ahead of the curve, he goes down there and 

looks.  And this is in the federal indictment for goodness 

sake of Donald Trump -- he turns around and says, 

Mr. President, they're doing a great job and if there's any 

fraud there, they'll find it.  That is squarely within his 

duties.  

Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Thank you, sir.

Counsel, I've been asked to have the attorneys, when 

you get ready to argue, to state your name so the people in 

the overflow courtrooms know who is speaking.  

MR. WAKEFORD:  Good afternoon, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  Good afternoon.  

MR. WAKEFORD:  My name is Donald Wakeford.  I 

introduced myself at the beginning of this hearing, but we've 

been here a good while at this point, so...  

THE COURT:  I remember.  The people on 23rd floor... 

MR. WAKEFORD:  Well, I appreciate the opportunity to 

introduce myself again.  And I think -- I think that opposing 

counsel answered the first question Your Honor asked but 

perhaps not in the way that he intended, because one of the 

first -- the first question you asked was is there a limit to 

the scope of what Mr. Meadows could do as Chief of Staff?  

And it took a little while, but opposing counsel 

eventually said he is federal operations.  Mr. Meadows is the 
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embodiment of federal authority and, therefore, there is no 

boundary and no scope of duties for him.  It is limitless.  It 

has no horizon, it never ends.  

So then he proceeds to say they're disclaiming their 

burden entirely.  They don't really have to show you anything 

because as the Chief of Staff he can simply come in here and 

say, of course, I did it, I was the Chief of Staff.  

Everything I do is federal because I am federal authority and, 

therefore, what are we even talking about?  

We didn't hear anything from the witness or from his 

attorney that indicates there is a limit to the scope of his 

duties.  And the first question Your Honor has to answer in 

order to determine whether removal is proper is whether he 

acted under color of his office.  

They haven't offered a scope of duties for which Your 

Honor can use to determine that.  They have simply said that 

there is no limit to what he can do.  

Finally, they talked about the purpose of removal.  

And we say in our brief, very clearly, that there's one 

particular district court case that sums it up pretty nicely.  

And it says that federal removal is about protecting federal 

authority.  And in that case, just like in this one, there is 

no federal authority to protect.  

There has not been a citation of a single duty of the 

President that would authorize Mr. Meadows to participate in 
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that phone call.  

There is not a single citation, reference or any 

other kind of connection presented to this Court under Article 

II or any applicable statute about why Mr. Meadows can text a 

state official and say, How about if the campaign kicks in 

some money, could things speed up?  

There is nothing, and this is especially important, 

that has been cited to to demonstrate in any kind of way, much 

less a detailed way, which is actually the burden placed upon 

the defendant in trying to remove a criminal case, that would 

demonstrate what federal authority would countenance allow or 

authorize the Chief of Staff to arrange or attempt to arrange 

the organization of fake electors throughout the state.  And 

yet we had an e-mail admitted into the record here today that 

demonstrated that Mr. Meadows played a role in doing exactly 

that.  

He used -- he had to be reminded of the e-mail's 

existence after saying, I didn't do anything about that.  If 

there was anything about the organization of that, I just 

referred it to the campaign.  

But we understand why that wasn't the case because he 

doesn't see a distinction that matters between him and the 

campaign.  We learned from Mr. Meadows that he doesn't even 

think the word "we" can really be applied in the way that the 

word "we" is always applied when he uses it.  
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It came up in multiple situations today where 

Mr. Meadows discussed the word "we," and it never meant what 

the word "we" actually means.  He said, Well, the campaign but 

not me and the campaign, as if that is somehow possible.  This 

happened on the phone call and it happened in the e-mail.  

It also happened in a different place other than just 

Mr. Meadows' words where President Trump on the phone call is 

saying, We just need to do this, we just need to do that.  

Mark, wouldn't you agree?  And Mr. Meadows is chiming in and 

agreeing, yes, yes, right.  

Mr. Meadows came before the Court today unprepared to 

define the scope of his duties or to define what his burden 

actually is.  And he has not presented the Court anything, 

anything that is sufficient to show he was acting within any 

allowable scope of duties as Chief of Staff.  

I'll turn first to an important distinction that I 

think the Court should highlight. 

THE COURT:  Okay. 

MR. WAKEFORD:  In their reply brief, and here again 

at the hearing, the defendant is saying that we are asking 

this Court to apply some kind of political activity exception 

to the rules of removal.  It's quite the opposite.  

They are asking for this Court to find a whole host 

of exceptions and find that certain aspects of federal law 

either don't apply to the Chief of Staff, unlike every other 
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executive branch employee, or that in this case they shouldn't 

apply because -- because of the way he went about them.  

Whereas the district attorney in the State of Georgia is 

asking this Court to simply look at the law and apply it.  

If you look at what is actually prohibited by federal 

law -- we're not asking for an exception.  We are not asking 

for some kind of determination of mandatory and discretionary 

actions.  We're asking the Court look at prohibited actions, 

because the Hatch Act and the applicable regulations actually 

place a hard outer boundary to what the scope of duties can be 

for any federal official, including the Chief of Staff.  And 

they say that you cannot use your job title and engage in 

federal activity -- I mean in political activity.  That is at 

5 CFR 734.302.  

We know that political activity -- despite the fact 

in their reply brief that they say we have never defined 

political or political activity, yes, we did.  We referred 

specifically to 5 CFR 734.101.  Political activity means an 

activity directed towards the success or failure of a 

political party, candidate for partisan political office or 

partisan political group.  That is not authorized federal 

activity for any executive branch employee.  

And then, finally, of course, we had reference to -- 

we had reference to -- apologies -- the requirement that no 

executive branch employee can use his official authority or 
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influence for the purpose of interfering with or affecting the 

results of an election.  

Over and over today that is what we have seen.  The 

reason the State put up evidence was to demonstrate that that 

was precisely what was happening, at least on that phone call, 

but also every time Mr. Meadows took actions which were 

described in the indictment and some which were not because 

the e-mail is not in the indictment.  We had to bring it 

before Your Honor today to demonstrate that there were 

activities that Mr. Meadows was taking which cannot have any 

application, have any authority under federal law and could 

only be either an effort to influence or affect the result of 

an election, or to engage in political activity, meaning to 

try to support a candidate for political office.  There is no 

statute or law that he has cited.  

And in looking at this hard prohibition, we see that 

the scope is defined for him.  The scope of federal duties 

ends when you reach political activity.  That is not something 

that they have addressed.  Instead what they say is that it 

just doesn't apply because there is no end to the scope.  They 

just move right past it and just assume the question has 

already been answered.  

This is despite the fact that we have him referring 

to the inclusive "we" to himself and the campaign in 

multiple -- in multiple settings.  This is despite the fact   
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that we have him offering campaign resources and trying to 

broker deals on behalf of the campaign.  This is not activity 

where we are asking for an exception or some kind of novel 

application of federal law.  We are simply asking for the 

Court to look to these regulations and laws to show that there 

was no federal authority under which Mr. Meadows could have 

been traveling when he took these activities.  

The first question -- if Your Honor will bear with me 

for a moment because I want to say it exactly right.  

The first question that has to be answered, the 

defendant has to show this Court that the prosecution arises 

out of the acts done by him under color of federal authority 

and in enforcement of federal law.  He cannot be categorically 

proceeding under federal authority if he is engaging in 

prohibited political activity or seeking to affect the results 

of an election.  Those two things cannot be true at the same 

time.  

And this is one thing that has not been mentioned yet 

today, which is equally important.  The defendant has not even 

tried to act like -- has not even tried to explain why he said 

all of his activity was political activity.  

As we pointed out in our response, in his motion to 

dismiss he says, Oh, look, everything in the indictment, 

everything alleged, everything he did is political activity 

and tries to connect it to the First Amendment concerns.  
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First Amendment, by the way, the Supreme Court has 

found that the First Amendment does not bar any application of 

the Hatch Act, so that question can be set aside.  

But there is nothing -- there is nothing that 

indicates how Mr. Meadows could simultaneously be engaging    

in these activities, concede to this Court that they are 

political activities and still be acting under color of 

federal authority and enforcement of federal law.  

He can't be acting under color of federal authority 

if he's taking activities which federal law specifically says 

he cannot take in the scope of his duties.  And he cannot be 

acting to enforce federal law when he identifies no federal 

law that applies.  

We cited in our brief, Your Honor, Thompson v. Trump. 

THE COURT:  Got it. 

MR. WAKEFORD:  Got it.  Understood.  

There are a couple of points in that case where the 

judge in that case said there has been no citation to a role 

for the President in the administration of -- or in the 

counting and certification of electoral votes because there is 

none.  

The judge in that case also goes on to say there has 

been no authority cited for how exhorting state-level 

non-executive branch officials to act a certain way could be 

applicable -- could be authorized by the Take Care Clause 
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because the President cannot exhort non-executive officials to 

do anything under the Take Care Clause.  

But I'm going into specifics.  I am looking for an 

authority that Mr. Meadows could point to to say that he is 

enforcing federal law.  And all he can point to is to say, I 

was doing what the President asked me to do, and I am federal 

authority.  That's as far as we've gotten.  

There have been references to FEMA, there have been 

references to COVID, neither of which was discussed on that 

call or anywhere else in this case.  

There's been no demonstration of what role the 

President would play in the activities in which Mr. Meadows 

inserted himself.  

And there's been no indication how Mr. Meadows' 

participation in a criminal conspiracy seeking to overturn the 

election can be explained as a necessity of his duties.  

And I think that's the next thing, is that we sort of 

zoomed past the first question when opposing counsel was up 

here and started talking about Mr. Meadows' good faith belief 

in what he was doing.  He was out there just trying to do what 

he thought was the right thing to do.  But we understand that 

there's requirements.  

First of all, he still has to be acting under the 

scope of his duties before we even get to the question of a 

colorable federal defense.  So we have to answer that question 
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first.  But even if we get to it, it still has to be his 

belief in what he's doing has to be objectively reasonable.  

Mr. Meadows is familiar with the Hatch Act.  He was a 

congressman before he was the Chief of Staff.  How can he have 

an objectively reasonable belief that the activities he took 

in this case were authorized, were reasonable, were necessary 

and proper under his duties when the Hatch Act explicitly 

forbids him from doing them?  

But we know the answer to that question, we've 

received it already.  It's because he doesn't think anything 

he does can be touched by the Hatch Act.  Everything he does 

is within the scope of his duties despite what anything else 

may say.  

The origin of the rule in the Hatch Act actually came 

from an executive order of Teddy Roosevelt in 1907.  That was 

where the language first appeared -- pardon me.  That was 

where the language first appeared that said that federal 

officers could not use their authority or influence for the 

purpose of interfering with an election or affecting the 

result thereof.  That language is 100 and -- I can't do the 

math, I'm a lawyer.  It was enacted in 1907 and has been with 

us for over a century.  

That is what the defendant is coming before Your 

Honor to say is a non sequitur, a red herring, it shouldn't 

apply.  And that all that really should happen is you should 
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just look at who he works for, that that answers all 

questions.  

Finally, I want to talk about the sound exercise of 

discretionary authority in light of what we just talked about 

with regard to an objectively reasonable belief.  Mr. Meadows 

had to have an objectively reasonable belief that what he was 

doing was necessary and proper to do his job.  

In what realm would it be necessary or proper for   

the Chief of Staff to identify himself as such and then 

participate in calls directed solely at the success of 

Mr. Trump as a campaign -- as a candidate for political 

office, or to offer campaign resources to a state official, or 

to try to coordinate the activity of fake electors in several 

states.  

This is what he is suggesting is the sound exercise 

of discretionary authority despite the fact that all he had to 

do was look at the law, something that he asked Your Honor to 

pay no attention to today.  

I think in the end the district attorney is not 

asking to insert itself using the powers -- the prosecuting 

powers of the State of Georgia into the operations of the 

federal government.  Once again, Mr. Meadows has it backwards.  

This case is about removing the improper assertion of 

authority from people in DC into the State of Georgia, trying 

to tell federal officials -- I mean state officials how they 
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should conduct their election, how they should determine their 

election, how they should use their authority and who should 

win.  

And this wasn't done in order to enforce a law or 

seeing that justice was done.  It wasn't done to -- for the 

marshalling of the common defense or to see that the laws of 

the executive branch are followed.  It was done so that Donald 

Trump could be declared the winner of the 2020 election 

despite the fact that he was not.

THE COURT:  I have a few questions for you. 

MR. WAKEFORD:  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  First of all, are you conceding that 

Mr. Meadows is a federal officer?  

MR. WAKEFORD:  At the time of the activities relevant 

in the indictment he was employed as the Chief of Staff, yes.

THE COURT:  He was a federal officer?  

MR. WAKEFORD:  At the time, yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  In Act 9 of the indictment 

Mr. Meadows indicated, I think it was on direct, that he did 

not recall being in the meeting.  This is the meeting of the 

Pennsylvania people.  

I'm not saying one way or the other who I believe or 

disbelieve at this point.  Let's say he was not in that 

meeting, would it be any type of violation?  In other words, 

you-all are saying he was in the meeting.  He testified he was 
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not in the meeting.  

MR. WAKEFORD:  Would it be a violation of state law?  

THE COURT:  Right. 

MR. WAKEFORD:  Well, that is a jury question, but we 

know that under Georgia RICO law proving each and every one of 

those overt acts is not necessary.  Actually, all that the 

state has to show to get a conviction -- well, actually, Your 

Honor, just one overt act, but that Mr. Meadows was associated 

with that criminal enterprise.  

What the evidence has shown today by an enormous -- 

what the enormous quantity of evidence has shown today is that 

he was associated with that enterprise.  He actually doesn't 

dispute that he was.  

So to finish up, yes, Your Honor, if that's not 

proven, it still doesn't negate the state's case or mean that 

he has a total defense. 

THE COURT:  You probably have the same answer for the 

next question.  In Act 19 he says he did not tell Mr. McEntee 

to write the memo.  Again, I'm not saying what I believe at 

this point or what I don't believe at this point.  But let's 

say if he did not tell him to write the memo, where are we at 

on -- 

MR. WAKEFORD:  Where are we at on where?  

THE COURT:  Is there a state violation?  

MR. WAKEFORD:  Once again, we would have to marshal   
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evidence at a trial to show that -- to show that he did 

participate in ordering Mr. McEntee to do that. 

THE COURT:  And you still say that all you have to 

prove is one of the acts?  

MR. WAKEFORD:  That's correct.  And not even by 

Mr. Meadows.  

THE COURT:  Yeah.  By any of the -- 

MR. WAKEFORD:  By any of the co-conspirators in the 

RICO enterprise, that's correct, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Last question.  Well, maybe the last 

question.  It depends on how you answer this question.  

The things relating to it's broad and requires only a 

connection or an association between the act in question and 

federal office, this has been said to be a low bar, a broad 

bar.  Mr. Terwilliger has even gone as far as saying there's 

no Eleventh Circuit case that's ever said you shouldn't 

remove.  What do you say?  

MR. WAKEFORD:  I wonder if there's ever been a case 

anywhere where the defendant asked for his case to be removed 

where he admits all of his activity was political and, 

therefore, cannot possibly fall within the scope of his 

duties.  That's what Mr. Meadows has done here.  So I agree, 

this is an exceptional case. 

THE COURT:  Is it so broad as they indicate, 

Mr. Meadows and his team is indicating, saying, Judge, this  
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is a low bar and it's so broad there's not even a question 

here?  They're not saying it quite that way but, you know, in 

so many words. 

MR. WAKEFORD:  The case law is out there.  The courts 

have defined what the bar is.  But there still is a bar to 

clear.  

Just taking activity while you are a federal 

officer -- and there's many cases that say this.  Just being a 

federal officer while you do the activity in question is not 

enough.  But that is all Mr. Meadows has given us today.  He 

is federal authority.  End of inquiry.  But that's not enough.  

He has to show, to quote the standard again, that he 

was acting under federal authority and to enforce federal law.  

He can't be possibly acting under federal authority because he 

acknowledges that he was taking political activities which are 

expressly forbidden to a person in his position. 

THE COURT:  My last question.  Can Mr. Meadows have 

federal authority if former President Trump didn't have 

federal authority?  

MR. WAKEFORD:  I cannot see a scenario where that 

could be the case.  

THE COURT:  You've got five minutes left, but if you 

want to stop -- you know, when Abraham Lincoln gave the 

Gettysburg Address, it took him less than five minutes.  It 

took Edward Everett two hours.  Now which one do we remember 
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in history?  

MR. WAKEFORD:  Well, Your Honor, speaking of high 

bars, I think you're putting me up against somebody with a 

pretty tough reputation.  

THE COURT:  You've done well.  You've done well. 

MR. WAKEFORD:  I will take the hint, Your Honor, and 

sit down.  Thank you. 

THE COURT:  Thank you, sir. 

MR. WAKEFORD:  Thank you. 

THE COURT:  How much time do the defendants have 

left?  

COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK: About six and a half.  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  First of all, on behalf of myself 

and my colleagues who are here pro hac, we thank you for the 

privilege of appearing in your court.  

I want to answer your last question to counsel.  The 

answer to that is definitely yes, that the President -- the 

Chief of Staff has a range of authority and -- it's not so 

much authority, it's role that is quite distinct from the 

President's.  

Now, he may take direction from the President.  He 

may advise the President.  But the President is in a different 

position, particularly when it comes to election matters 

because he is running not just as the President but as a 

candidate as well.  The Chief of Staff is never the candidate.  
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Is never, as he said, in the campaign.  So I think the answer 

to your question is definitely yes.  

I hate to put it this way, Your Honor, and I -- but 

the State's closing argument, their legal points are an 

invitation to reversible error for you.  

They want to credit their allegations over Mr. 

Meadows' testimony as to what his role is.  The cases don't 

permit that.  It just -- I hate to do this to our friends in 

the press, and I don't think we've used much Latin all day but 

I have to.  The State's case really boils down to ipse dixit.  

It's a classic thing.  They're going to set the standard, 

which is the Hatch Act in essence, that's what they're telling 

you, and then say, Oh, so he can't meet the test to have a 

colorable federal defense because the Hatch Act would prevent 

it.  

That's not been adjudicated.  That hasn't even been 

pled with any -- in any convincing way.  And most importantly 

that just simply isn't before you.  Maybe that comes up in the 

context of immunity after removal, but it's not here now.  

So ipse dixit really does sort of capture it.  

Your Honor, I have one last thing.  I know Your Honor 

has worked hard all day today to get us here today.  The State 

continues to move a pace down the street.  We are entitled to 

a prompt determination.  Even if the Court rules for removal 

and puts the immunity question off for a while, we 
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respectfully ask the Court to as soon as it practically can 

reach this issue so that we know what we're doing from here. 

THE COURT:  All right.  You bring up a good point, 

and I would like to address that point.  Thank you, sir.  

MR. TERWILLIGER:  Thank you, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  The Court will try to act as fast as 

possible.  This is a case that does not have a lot of case law 

out there for the Court to follow, so the Court's got to give 

this case thorough consideration.  It's a very important case 

in a lot of different ways.  And some of the things I may rule 

on may set precedent for future cases.  

Therefore, as you indicated, I've indicated two 

orders that the State case proceeds and Mr. Meadows is subject 

to the State case.  

I was informed at lunch today that the district 

attorney has set -- well, not the district attorney.  The 

Superior Court Judge McAfee has set a September 6th 

arraignment.  If I do not issue an order to the district 

attorney or to Judge McAfee by September 6th removing this 

case to federal court, Mr. Meadows needs to show up at that 

arraignment on September 6th.  

Any questions?  

MR. WAKEFORD:  No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  And, again, I can't give you-all a time, 

date when I'm going to issue this ruling.  I'll do it as quick 
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as possible.  But up until that time, thank you all and have a 

great week.

MS. CROSS:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

(PROCEEDINGS REPORTED WERE CONCLUDED AT 5:41 P.M.)

- - - - -
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