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Q What are your general job 

responsibilities as the director of the Office of 

Election Crimes and Security? 
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A First I would point you to Florida 

Statute 97.022, which outlines our jurisdictional 

grant. As the director I oversee the office in 

accomplishing those jurisdictional grants, which 

include investigating allegations of crime, fraud, 

or irregularity regarding the election system all 

the way through to submitting an annual report to 

the Florida legislature. 
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Q What are all of the State interests that 

the Secretary of State's Office believes are 

furthered by banning noncitizens from handling or 

collecting voter registration applications on 

behalf of third-party voter registration 

organizations? 

A Well, I don't have a comprehensive list 

of all potential State interests, but certainly 

State interests include safeguarding election 

integrity, preventing voter fraud, ensuring a 

timely submission of voter registration 

applications, and then otherwise promoting 

uniformity, efficiency, and confidence in the 

election system. 

Q Okay. We'll go through each of those. 
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But to start, I know you said you didn't have a 

comprehensive list today. Did you review that 

State interests were a topic for today's 

deposition? 

A I did, yes. I reviewed every topic that 

was listed in the notice. 

Q And you testified that you prepared to 

testify about this topic? 

A Correct, yes. 

Q Why is it that you don't have a 

comprehensive list of State interests to offer in 

testimony today? 

A Well, because I think I've identified 

what are certainly compelling interests. 

Q Are there interests other than the three 

you just named that are State interests you 

believe are served by the citizenship requirement 

in SB 7050? 

A Are there interests what? 

Q Are there any other interests other than 

those you just named that you believe are served 

by the citizenship requirement in SB 7050? 

A Well, I would say for now I listed what I 

believe to be compelling interests. 

Q And it's interests that you're testifying 
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the Secretary's Office believes are compelling 

interests; correct? 

A Yes. 

Q So to start, the first one you named was 

voter fraud. How does banning noncitizens from 

collecting or handling voter registration 

applications serve a State interest to prevent 

voter fraud? 

A Well, it -- there are a number of 

different ways that you can prevent voter fraud 

from occurring. And keep in mind voter fraud is 

quite a broad topic of a variety of violations. 

But to start, when we talk about noncitizens, 

we're talking about anyone from permanent 

residents through individuals who are here 

illegally. And so without -- to better assist you 

I guess within kind of a wide array of a group of 

people and a wide array of voter fraud violations 

that can occur, do you have a is there a more 

specific area or direction we can head in? 

Q You had offered voter fraud as a 

rationale, so my question is what you mean by 

saying that voter fraud is a State interest served 

by banning noncitizens from collecting or handling 

voter registration applications. 
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A Certainly. An individual with 

citizenship elsewhere typically after the conduct 

of a crime. And, additionally, there is an 

indication that if you're already continually 

breaking one law, you could be prone to breaking 

another law. 

Q You just testified that the term 

"noncitizen" does include individuals who are in 

the United States legally? 

A I testified that permanent residents 

could be included in that; yes. 

Q Do you have any examples of a noncitizen 

leaving the country after committing a 

voting-related crime? 

A So my office can only verify citizenship 

in very, very narrow terms. That information is 

strictly guarded with the federal government, with 

the federal agency, the United States Customs and 

Immigration Service. So without the ability to 

verify someone's citizenship, I just can't answer 

that question. 

Q And when you say your office, do you mean 

OECS? 

A Yes. 

Q Are you aware of whether the Secretary of 
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State's Office has access to the citizenship 

status of individuals in Florida? 

A They also -- again, if granted access by 

this federal database, they could if they have all 

the requisite information about the individual. 

But it is not something that is freely given even 

if you have access to this federal database, 

meaning you can't just put a name into this 

federal database and then get someone's 

citizenship status in return, if that makes sense. 

Q I understand you're testifying to 

limitations in verifying citizenship, but just to 

go back to my question, do you have any examples 

you can name of individuals who are noncitizens 

leaving the United States after committing a 

voting-related offense? 

( 

A I personally have never received a 

complaint regarding a crime where a crime occurred 

and then the complaint stated that it was a 

noncitizen who left, because that information, 

again, is closely guarded. There are a number of 

arrest affidavits that are still essentially in a 

capias standing because the people can't be 

located. 

So since I don't have the ability to 
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verify whether they left the country or they just 

left the State, I can't answer that question 

specifically. What I will tell you is it's 

certainly in our interest to take preventative 

measures to ensure in the end that these voter 

registration applications are submitted timely and 

that we're otherwise safeguarding election 

integrity by just being sure that voters who are 

either submitting an application or updating their 

registration know that that form will be properly 

collected and handled from there. 

Q And so you began your answer to my 

question by saying you're personally not aware. 

Are you aware of whether the Secretary of State 

has any records of something like a noncitizen 

fleeing the United States after committing an 

election-related offense has occurred? 

A Again, because -- the way you're phrasing 

your question, it is incredibly difficult -- not 

impossible, but it is difficult -- to verify 

someone's citizenship. And, frankly, we don't 

have access to records that would monitor 

because we have no subpoena power and no 

prosecutorial authority, we could not access those 

records as well. 
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So based on the complaints we've 

received, we have received complaints regarding 

noncitizens. But, again, because of how closely 

guarded that information is, we -- you know, 

without someone disclosing to the voter who has 

submitted the application that they're a 

noncitizen and they're about to flee, that 

information would probably not be included in the 

initial complaint. 

Q You just testified that you have received 

complaints about noncitizens. 

complaints? 

What are those 

A Those complaints -- and this isn't a 

comprehensive list, but the Office of Election 

Crimes and Security has received complaints 

regarding noncitizens who vote, noncitizens who 

have falsely affirmed that they are citizens and 

have the legal right to register. And the 

Department of State receives a variety of pieces 

of information that indicate that noncitizens are 

on the voter rolls. When I say voter rolls, I 

mean the list of eligible voters in the State of 

Florida. 

RETRIE
VEDFROMDEMOCRACYDOCKET.C

OM



��������	�
�����������������	�
����������

������������������������������������������������������ ������!�� ������� �� ��!�����"�#��#�� ��"���� #����$����� ��%���� �&#�!������"��#���������'����(�!������"�#��#�� ��"���)��$����*������������������"�#��#�� ��"������������������ �� ����#*��+���!�������� ��� �������,����������,��� ��*�����'����(�!������$����� �����"�#��#�� �"���*��+ ��� �����$����� �����"�#��#�� �"�����#����� !-����������#������. ��� ���������� ���,� #�#,���#��,�� �� ������������" �����������/-�#�!��� ��"������$����� ��%���� ��&#�!���������0�#������� ����#�	�*
���� �� ������-#��!���#�������,��� ����������� ����������������� �)#���1��,��. ��*������� �����������$����� �%���� ��&#�!������"��#���������������#2������-���� ����� #!��� ������������������� ! �)�����������-���������# !�������#�������.��*�����'����(��������������-�#2��#!���, ����� ������� ��� ��� �#� �����-����� ��� #�������������-�-# ���� ��������� �����!�� �#2��#�#�����,����������)����������-��������

34567849:;�<=�>6?4@A�B54C96D;<6E�B@79D65;@?�F@:4@7@6;5;9G@H<6?I8;@?�<6�J56I54K�LE�MNML ON

PQ>RS3�BSPTUVVVWLXXWXOYO�Z�[[[WPQ>RS3BSPTUWHT\

Case 4:23-cv-00215-MW-MAF   Document 204-18   Filed 01/23/24   Page 15 of 34

RETRIE
VEDFROMDEMOCRACYDOCKET.C

OM



��������	�
�����������������	�
����������

��������������������������������������������������������������������� �����������!�����������"����#�$�����%��&&�����'((�����()��������!��*��������������"�����������*����(������������������������"�$�����������������������������������������������*��+��,�$����"���(����*��������������������������(��*�������(��������(��*����'((�����(�)��������!��*��������������������� �������-���������(�)���������������������������$��������������(��������&������������������������������.��������������� ���������$���������(���������������������������������*��������������������������������������������������������������(�����������������$����������������( ������+����������#���������������������&&��(�������������������������((���"��������������������(����������������������"��(�$�����������������/��������������(���(��*������&&����"������"������������������(������������������"�����&&��(�����'((�����()��������!��*�����������������������������/���������������(���(��*�����"�������(�����*��&&��(�$���������������*������������������������������������*����������������"�$��$�������(��������������������������$���(����*���+

0123451678�9:�;3<1=>�?21@63A893B�?=46A328=<�C=71=4=38286D=E93<F58=<�93�G23F21H�IB�JKJI LM

NO;PQ0�?QNRSTTTUIVVUVLWL�X�YYYUNO;PQ0?QNRSUERZ

Case 4:23-cv-00215-MW-MAF   Document 204-18   Filed 01/23/24   Page 16 of 34

RETRIE
VEDFROMDEMOCRACYDOCKET.C

OM



��������	�
�����������������	�
����������

�������������
�
�������������������������������������������������������� ��������!�����������������������������"��������#�����$����%��� �����!����������������������&����������'��(����������)� �*�*��������������������������������� ����!����������������������*�� �������������������������� ��������!������������������������������� ������ �����!�������������������#�����$����%��*�������!���������+������� ���������������!��������� �����!�����)�� ���������������������)������ ������������++������� �!���������������� ���������!����������� ����!�����)�� ���*��*������������������������&����������, ����������+����-����������+�����#�����$����,���)����%�������������)�� ��.������/���������0��������1��+��������������� �����!��������*��-������������������+����2���������� ��������&����* ���%�����������+�����)�* ���%�+��������� ���������+���������+�� ���������������-������� �������*�����������������%������!������������+���*��������+�����������������2���������� ��������+����&�����)������)�*�� ���)�����3��*)�� ���������������������+�����������+�����3)�%����2���������44�%����2������������������ �*

56789:6;<=�>?�@8A6BC�D76E;8F=>8G�DB9;F87=BA�HB<6B9B8=7=;IBJ>8AK:=BA�>8�L78K76M�NG�OPON QO

RS@TU5�DURVWXXXYNZZYZQ[Q�\�]]]YRS@TU5DURVWYJV̂

Case 4:23-cv-00215-MW-MAF   Document 204-18   Filed 01/23/24   Page 17 of 34

RETRIE
VEDFROMDEMOCRACYDOCKET.C

OM



��������	�
�����������������	�
����������

��������������������������������������������������������������������������� ����!������ �����������������"��  �������� �����������������#�����$����%�&��������& �����������������������������������������'�����&��"�������������������������"����������(���� ������)�����*����+������ �������&�������������� ����������������������������&��#��,������-�������������������.����)��/�#��0���������������((���������������������������������"��� ��"����������"����������1����������&���������������������������������������1������������������������&����������������������������� ������� ��������� �������&����������������"�������������&������ ����"������"���������#�����$����*�����&�����������������������&����"�����������"�����������-����&���������������� ���������!��� �������"���� �&�������2���� �)�����*����/������������#�����$����*�������!��� ������2���� ���� ���)�����*����/������������#��+� ����&��� �&� ����

34567849:;�<=�>6?4@A�B54C96D;<6E�B@79D65;@?�F@:4@7@6;5;9G@H<6?I8;@?�<6�J56I54K�LE�MNML OP

QR>ST3�BTQUVWWWXLPPXPOYO�Z�[[[XQR>ST3BTQUVXHU\

Case 4:23-cv-00215-MW-MAF   Document 204-18   Filed 01/23/24   Page 18 of 34

Q Have you received reports of any specific 

instances of noncitizens leaving the country after 

committing an election-related offense? 

A Well, we don't have access to records to 

really monitor people's travels. So can I point 

to a specific example? No. But it certainly -

it's certainly in the interest of safeguarding 

election integrity to take a proactive measure to 

ensure that only those with a stake in the 

election actually have the ability to fulfill 

their fiduciary duty as owed to the voter, whether 

a new registrant or a voter updating their 

registration. RETRIE
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Q Okay. Let's talk about the second 

interest that you named, which was the timely 

submission of voter registration applications. 

Are you aware of any instances of a noncitizen 

failing to submit a voter registration application 

on time pursuant to the deadlines outlined in 

Section 97.0575? 

A Again, because our ability to check 

citizenship is so limited, I can't point you to 

one specific instance that I personally -- that I 

personally have referred because I can't -- I only 

have a limited ability to verify someone's 

citizenship and I don't have the ability to 

monitor people's travels. 

Q And in your preparation for the 

deposition today as well as your past role in the 

Secretary of State's Office, you're not aware of 

the Secretary of State having a record of a 
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noncitizen failing to submit a voter registration 

application consistent with the timeline outlined 

in Section 97.0575? 

A Well, if it exists, I would point you to 

somewhere around 90,000 pages we've produced to 

you in six months. 

Q You're not aware of any record sitting 

here today? 

A Since I have been with the Department of 

State, I personally have not issued a referral to 

law enforcement for a noncitizen committing a 

criminal violation and then leaving the country. 

Q And separate from the criminal violation, 

my question now is in response to your stated 

interest of timely submission in voter 

registration applications. So focusing on the 

civil violation of failing to submit an 

application on time, are you aware of any record 

in the Secretary of State's Office of a noncitizen 

ever failing to submit a voter registration 

application on time? 

A I don't have personal knowledge of every 

single record contained within the Department of 

State since we also serve as the State's archives 

in a number of ways. I can tell you as it relates 
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to this that during my time I have not personally 

observed or issued a referral of any kind for this 

scenario. 

Q And the last thing you named was 

uniformity. How does the ban on allowing 

noncitizens to collect or handle voter 

registration applications serve any State interest 

in uniformity? 

A Well, again, because supervisors of 

elections, all 67 offices, as well as the Florida 

Division of Elections, receive a number of 

voter -- a wide -- a large number of voter 

registration applications, uniformity assists 

those 68 offices total in operating in an 

efficient manner so that there is not a lot of 

speculation as to what's contained within those 

four corners of the document. 

There are, I believe, somewhere around 

14, 14-1/2 million registered voters just within 

the State of Florida, so you can imagine the paper 

flow that occurs just with voter registration 

activities. So the goal in maintaining uniformity 

is simply allowing that employee, whether it's in 

a county supervisor of elections office that only 

has four employees, to larger operations like 
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Hillsborough or Dade County and every office in 

between, it enables them to operate efficiently. 

As pertains to your question regarding 

noncitizens now, the concern is individuals who 

either are actively committing a crime every day 

to individuals who really don't have much stake in 

the election at all regardless were concerned 

about their fulfillment of the fiduciary 

obligation to the voter, including ensuring that 

uniformly completed applications are submitted and 

processed in time so that that applicant or that 

voter who is updating their registration can vote 

come election day when they want to. 

Q Do you have any knowledge of noncitizens 

failing to submit a completed or compliant, I 

think is what you call it, voter registration 

application in Florida? 

A Well, as I continue to state, it's 

certainly within the State's interest to take a 

proactive stance or measure to ensure fiduciary 

obligations are completed. 

Now, keep in mind when I receive an 

election -- when I receive a complaint form 

regarding voter registration application 

violations, I can't speak for access to these 
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federal databases that -- or, excuse me, the 

federal database that supervisors of elections 

office employees may have, but they're not sending 

in these complaints regarding whether or not the 

voter registration agent is a noncitizen because 

up until SB 7050 we had no idea -- once these 

applications are turned in to the supervisors of 

elections office, the Florida Department of State 

has no idea who submitted them because there is no 

record on the application. 

(___ So it would take extensive investigation 

that, frankly, we just don't -- I don't think any 

government agency would have the manpower and 

resources to just investigate every single 

third-party voter registration agent. 
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So my question is in regards to the first 

sentence: What evidence do you have that 

noncitizens submitted applications late or are 

more likely to submit applications late? 

A Well, again, consistent with my testimony 

earlier to you, this is in part a proactive 

measure because if individuals are leaving the 

country prior to the submission of those handled 

or collected applications, then it could result in 

the disenfranchisement of a voter. 

Q Do you have any example of noncitizens 

being deported from the country with voter 

registration applications still in their 

possession? 

A I have not personally observed that. 
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Q So is your testimony that an individual 

who does not have an immediate family member or a 

legal guardian to assist them in requesting a 

vote-by-mail ballot would therefore need to vote 

in person? 

MR. JAZIL: Counsel, I'm sorry, I'm a 

little confused by the question. Are you talking 

about a disabled voter who does not have an 

immediate family member or a legal guardian? 

Q My question right now is a voter, but I 

can ask a clarifying question if necessary. 

A If we're talking about any voter, then, 

yeah, I think any voter who doesn't meet that 

specific scenario and doesn't otherwise request a 

vote-by-mail ballot themselves, if they don't 

request it by themselves, then they would go in 

person. 

Q And is your answer the same for a 
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disabled voter? 

A Well, with a disabled voter they could be 

escorted in. So they can be escorted into the 

in-person polling place. So no, because they can 

receive assistance getting into the voting booth. 

Q My question is if a disabled voter does 

not have an immediate family member or a legal 

guardian that can assist them in requesting a 

vote-by-mail ballot, is your testimony that the 

disabled voter would therefore need to go vote in 

person? 

A No, because they could also request it 

themselves. 

Q If a disabled voter is unable to request 

a vote-by-mail ballot themselves and they do not 

have access to an immediate family member or a 

legal guardian to assist them, is your testimony 

that the disabled voter would need to vote in 

person? 

A Not alone, but likely, yes. 
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