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I, ________________________________, DO SOLEMNLY SWEAR (or AFFIRM) THAT I WILL  
 (Print Name) 

 SUPPORT THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE CONSTITUTION AND 

LAWS OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA; THAT I WILL BEAR TRUE FAITH AND ALLEGIANCE 

TO THE SAME, AND DEFEND THEM AGAINST ALL ENEMIES, FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC, 

AND THAT I WILL FAITHFULLY AND IMPARTIALLY DISCHARGE THE DUTIES OF THE 

OFFICE OF ______________________________ ACCORDING TO THE BEST OF MY ABILITY,  
 (Department) 

SO HELP ME GOD (or SO I DO AFFIRM). 
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Subscribed and sworn before me this __________  day of __________  , __________  .    

 

 
____________________________________________________________________     _____________   
Signature of Supervisor Date 
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           IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
               FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARIZONA

 Democratic National            )
 Committee, DSCC, and Arizona   )
 Democratic Party,              )
                                )
          Plaintiffs,           )  No. CV-16-1065-PHX-DLR
                                )
 vs.                            )
                                )
 Arizona Secretary of State's   )
 Office, Michele Reagan, and    )
 Mark Brnovich,                 )
                                )
          Defendants.           )
                                )
                                )
                                )

         DEPOSITION OF ROBYN STALLWORTH POUQUETTE

                     Phoenix, Arizona
                      June 13, 2017
                        2:26 p.m.

CERTIFIED COPY

Reported by:                      CARRIE REPORTING, LLC
CARRIE A. CARIATI                 Certified Reporters
Registered Professional Reporter  2415 East Camelback Road
Certified Realtime Reporter       Suite 700
Certified LiveNote Reporter       Phoenix, AZ 85016
Arizona CR No. 50355              (480)429-7573
carrie@carriereporting.com
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1           DEPOSITION OF ROBYN STALLWORTH POUQUETTE was
2 taken on June 13, 2017, commencing at 2:26 p.m. at the
3 law offices f Perkins Coie, LLP, 2901 East Thomas Road,
4 Suite 2000, Phoenix, Arizona, before CARRIE A. CARIATI,
5 RPR, CRR, CLR, CARRIE REPORTING, LLC, 2415 East Camelback
6 Road, Suite 700, Phoenix, Arizona, a Certified Reporter in
7 the State of Arizona.
8 COUNSEL APPEARING:
9 For the Plaintiffs:
10       Perkins Coie, LLP

      By:  AMANDA CALLAIS
11       700 Thirteenth Street Northwest

      Suite 600
12       Washington, District of Columbia  20005
13       Perkins Coie, LLP

      By:  SARAH R. GONSKI
14       2901 North Central Avenue

      Suite 2000
15       Phoenix, Arizona  85012
16 For the Intervenor-Defendants Arizona Republican Party,

Bill Gates, Suzanne Klapp, Debbie Lesko, and Tony Rivero:
17

      Snell & Wilmer, L.L.P.
18       By:  SARA AGNE

      One Arizona Center
19       400 East Van Buren Street

      Phoenix, Arizona  85004
20

For the State Defendants:
21

      Arizona Attorney General
22       By:  KAREN HARTMAN-TELLEZ

           JOSEPH LA RUE
23            KARA KARLSON

      1275 West Washington Street
24       Phoenix, Arizona  85007
25 Also present:  Isabella Campanile
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1                ROBYN STALLWORTH POUQUETTE,

2 a witness herein, having been first duly sworn by the

3 Certified Court Reporter to speak the truth and nothing

4 but the truth, was examined and testified as follows:

5

6                        EXAMINATION

7 BY MS. CALLAIS:

8      Q.   Hi, Ms. Pouquette.

9      A.   Hi.

10      Q.   My name is Amanda Callais.  I work with Perkins

11 Coie, and I represent the plaintiffs in this matter, which

12 is the Arizona Democratic Party, DNC, and the DSCC versus

13 Michele Reagan.  We are here today for your deposition.

14                Can you please state your full name for the

15 record?

16      A.   Robyn Stallworth Pouquette.

17      Q.   What is your address?

18      A.   2401 West 5th Street, Yuma, Arizona 85364.

19      Q.   Have you ever taken a deposition before?

20      A.   No.

21      Q.   So this is your first deposition.  I will just

22 go over some ground rules to start off with just so we can

23 make sure we are all on the same page.  We want to make

24 sure that we create a clear record for the court today.

25                And to do that and to make Carrie's job a
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1      Q.   What are your duties as the recorder in Yuma

2 County?

3      A.   The duties of the county recorder include

4 maintaining the public records recorded within the county,

5 most often associated with real property or transfer of

6 property and any other public -- or public records

7 recorded for public record in the office, maintaining

8 those and then properly archiving those, also include

9 recordation of plat map subdivision, parcel assignments.

10                And then the second division of the office

11 is charged with maintaining the voter registration records

12 for the county and any of the tasks associated with

13 facilitating early voting.

14      Q.   What sort of tasks are associated with

15 facilitating early voting?

16      A.   To begin, we maintain the voter registration

17 record.  We also maintain records of any individuals

18 asking to be early voters or placed on a permanent early

19 voting list.  And we prepare and distribute the early

20 ballots for all countywide and statewide elections and

21 then in addition any other jurisdictions that have

22 contracted with the county recorder's office and the

23 county elections division for elections for their

24 jurisdiction, which could include cities, towns and school

25 districts.
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1                The early voting process, after

2 distribution to the voters, involves collection of the

3 ballots -- or receipt of the ballots from Postal Service

4 or any drop boxes or voters in person and processing those

5 for accepting them to move on to a tabulations process

6 with the elections department.

7      Q.   As I understand it, every county works a little

8 differently in Arizona with regards to what the recorder

9 does and what the elections division does in the county.

10                Can you explain to me the breakdown of

11 those two roles in Yuma County just so I understand it?

12 And I won't ask you questions you don't know.

13      A.   Yuma County maintains two different offices, so

14 the county recorder's office is -- the recorder is over

15 the recorder's office and that includes the voter

16 registration division that handles the early voting

17 processes.

18                And the elections department is a

19 department of the administration of Yuma County ultimately

20 under the Board of Supervisors.  It is similar in several

21 other counties, however some of the counties have combined

22 those two and both departments are under the county

23 recorder, most often in an attempt to streamline processes

24 or make some tasks more efficient, if you will.

25                Our departments have maintained a separate
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1 San Luis area are a majority Hispanic, and the outlying

2 city area -- there are some rural areas and some are

3 outside of those areas, I don't think I know, but it is

4 all P.O. box delivery.

5      Q.   Has the recorder's office taken any steps to

6 assist voters who don't have home mail delivery to return

7 early ballots to receive or return early ballots in any

8 way?

9      A.   Yes.

10      Q.   What are those steps?

11      A.   We comply with -- first of all, we are a little

12 bit different than other counties in that we mail all

13 those voters -- well, all of the voters in Yuma County

14 that are not participating in the permanent early voting

15 list, we mail them an early ballot request.  That began

16 years ago.  And the -- the ballots being turned in, we

17 have placed secure ballot boxes in two different areas.

18 We are working on a third for voters to place the ballot

19 in a secure ballot box in their community if they are not

20 placing it at the post office.

21      Q.   Where are those secure ballot boxes located?

22      A.   We have one located at the Yuma County library

23 in San Luis, Arizona.  We have another located at the San

24 Luis city hall, and we have one located at the Somerton

25 parks and recreation, Heritage pool area on Main Street.
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1      Q.   How were they secured?  Could you just describe

2 it for me?  I don't have a sense of what it looks like.

3      A.   It is a ballot box that looks much like a

4 mailbox.  There are some inner components of the box that

5 have to -- there is a two-process unlock feature for the

6 boxes.  There is an internal secure box that can be

7 removed with the ballots so they are not free flowing, and

8 we also have that -- a similar box at our location in Yuma

9 at our office to receive ballots.

10      Q.   Why did you decide to place drop boxes in these

11 areas?

12      A.   Originally it had been a request, not a formal

13 request, but from conversations with different voters and

14 being aware of the concern of not having the physical mail

15 delivery, it was an effort to reach out to those voters

16 and give an option if there was any concern as to the

17 Postal Service or time frames from the time that we would

18 have to receive the ballot.

19                So I send staff to those locations every

20 48 hours and up to the deadline to receive the early -- or

21 to turn the ballots in to the boxes to retrieve what has

22 been deposited.

23      Q.   You mentioned a concern about when you would

24 receive the ballots.  What is that in reference to?

25      A.   Many of the counties print some notices on some
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1 ballot envelopes to say:  Must place in the mail by a

2 certain date to ensure delivery to the recorder's office

3 by 7:00 on election day.

4                We have not printed that information on the

5 ballot because it varies depending on where you are

6 placing your mail.  But the ballot has to be received by

7 an election official by 7:00 p.m. on election day.  So if

8 someone wanted to deposit their early ballot the Monday

9 before election day, we would advise the individual to not

10 place it in the custody of the Postal Service.

11      Q.   Why is that?

12      A.   There would be a risk that the ballot would not

13 be received by 7:00 p.m. on election day in our office.

14      Q.   Does that happen -- are ballots received after

15 -- are early ballots received after election day at Yuma

16 County?  We can use 2016 for example.

17      A.   Yes, every election we receive some mail that is

18 not received by 7:00 p.m.

19      Q.   If a ballot is placed in one of the secured drop

20 boxes by 7:00 p.m. on election day, is that considered a

21 ballot that could be counted?

22      A.   Yes.  We have staff there to pick up all those

23 ballots at 7:00 p.m. on election day.

24      Q.   The specific locations that you place these

25 secure drop boxes, is there a reason that those locations
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1 were chosen?

2      A.   The reasons -- well, we evaluated multiple areas

3 within the community, and we arrived at locations that I

4 felt were the most secure and accessible by the community

5 members that are in those areas.

6                One of my concerns was security, and the

7 boxes themselves are quite an investment, so hoping for

8 secure areas that would deter any type of vandalism or

9 anything like that.

10      Q.   Was the placement of the boxes in San Luis

11 specifically -- was there a reason for choosing that

12 community?

13      A.   San Luis is one of the communities without the

14 physical mail delivery, so that was the first place I

15 placed a box.

16      Q.   Do you know about how many residents there are

17 in San Luis -- maybe voters might --

18      A.   I believe it is close to 10,000 now.  I don't

19 know the population of the city.

20      Q.   Then I may have missed this, but was there also

21 a box placed in Somerton?

22      A.   Yes, there are two in San Luis and one in

23 Somerton.

24      Q.   Do you know how many registered voters there are

25 in Somerton?
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1      A.   I do, but I can't recall right now.

2      Q.   It is not a memory test.  You don't have to put

3 registration rolls in front of you.

4      A.   It is less than San Luis, so approximately maybe

5 40 percent less, 50 percent less.

6      Q.   I think you mentioned that there was a concern

7 about whether or not mail that was dropped off at the post

8 office would arrive in time to the recorder's office.  Is

9 that a specific concern in these area that you place the

10 drop boxes?

11      A.   I think it is a concern countywide.

12      Q.   Just why is that?

13      A.   I feel that it is the perception of the voters

14 that once they place the envelope in the postal drop box

15 that it will be received by 7:00 p.m. on election day, and

16 that is not -- that is not accurate.

17                But it is a concern because I -- it is

18 difficult to communicate with voters the -- what the

19 deadline is and how to make sure we receive it.  We --

20 like I said, we have a box in our office on Main Street,

21 and that is a pretty active box, and most of the city --

22 all of the city limits have physical mail delivery.

23      Q.   How far is your office on Main Street -- how far

24 is it from San Luis?

25      A.   20 or 30 miles.  I don't know.
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1      Q.   What about from Somerton?

2      A.   15 to 20 miles.

3      Q.   Then the other community that you mentioned,

4 Wellton?

5      A.   Wellton, about 25 miles.

6      Q.   It's not walking distance, to say the least?

7      A.   No.

8      Q.   The drop boxes that you placed in San Luis --

9 the two drop boxes in San Luis and the one in Somerton,

10 are those boxes located in an area that is walkable or is

11 it one that has to be accessed by car?

12                MS. AGNE:  Form.

13                THE WITNESS:  Can I answer?

14 BY MS. CALLAIS:

15      Q.   Yeah, you can answer.

16      A.   All three of the boxes are placed in an area

17 that can be accessed via vehicle or walking, and the boxes

18 were also placed in consideration of the location of the

19 post office, because even if the voter deposits the ballot

20 at the post office on election day and -- it would be

21 impractical -- it wouldn't be expected we would receive it

22 by 7:00 p.m., but we work with the Postal Service to

23 obtain whatever is in their custody by 7:00 p.m. if it has

24 not gone through the process yet.

25                But some of those concerns have also
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1 resulted from closures of Postal Service processing.  The

2 mail in Yuma goes to Phoenix and then it is back.  So the

3 Postal Service has been diligent in communicating with us

4 what they have in their custody by 7:00 p.m. so that we

5 can receive those.

6                And the boxes placed in the San Luis,

7 Somerton or in town even are opposite -- we didn't want to

8 place it next door to the post office I guess is what I am

9 saying, so we tried to identify the location in

10 consideration of someone walking to the post office versus

11 walking to this location, and if it was far from the post

12 office, perhaps the locations we chose were convenient.

13      Q.   When you say "convenient," what went into the

14 decision of finding a convenient location?

15      A.   Visible, not right next to a postal drop box

16 which would also be an option, and within walking distance

17 from residential areas.

18      Q.   You mentioned that the mail in Yuma goes to

19 Phoenix.

20      A.   Yes.

21      Q.   So is that consistent throughout the county that

22 when you drop off something at the post office it gets

23 sent to Phoenix and then back --

24      A.   Yes.

25      Q.   -- and then to wherever it goes next?
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1      A.   Yes.

2                MS. AGNE:  Form.

3 BY MS. CALLAIS:

4      Q.   So if someone was sending an early ballot to the

5 recorder's office via mail and they placed it in -- let's

6 say, they went to the post office and they dropped it off

7 on the Friday before an election that took place on a

8 Tuesday, that ballot would then go to Phoenix and then it

9 would get sent back to the recorder's office?

10                MS. AGNE:  Form.  Foundation.

11                MS. KARLSON:  Join.

12                THE WITNESS:  That's my understanding.

13 BY MS. CALLAIS:

14      Q.   You said you had an agreement worked out with

15 the post office for ballots that were dropped off on

16 election day --

17                MS. AGNE:  Form.

18 BY MS. CALLAIS:

19      Q.   -- to be -- do they notify you?  Do you notify

20 them?  How does that work?

21      A.   We contact them several times.

22      Q.   On election day?

23      A.   Prior to election day and on election day to ask

24 them to be mindful of ballot packages and to retain them

25 in the local facility if it is on election day to ensure
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1 we are able to pick up those prior to 7:00 p.m.

2      Q.   Do you have those conversations on the days --

3 do you ask them to retain those early ballots at the local

4 facilities on the day prior to election day, let's say, on

5 the Friday and Saturday, for example, before an election

6 or the Monday before an election?

7      A.   No, but I suppose I should be more clear.  I ask

8 them to retain any ballots that they are unable to process

9 in a manner that would allow them to be in our custody by

10 7:00 p.m.

11      Q.   Got it.  Got it.

12                In the course of your work in the

13 recorder's office, do you also become aware if a voter has

14 concerns about potential fraud that has been committed in

15 connection with voter registration or early balloting?

16 Are reports of that given to your office?

17                MS. AGNE:  Form.

18                THE WITNESS:  Yes.

19 BY MS. CALLAIS:

20      Q.   Have you received any reports of voter fraud in

21 connection with -- I am going to say -- I will use the

22 word "ballot collection," and what I mean by that is when

23 an individual picks up the early ballot -- the voted

24 ballot of another voter and then turns it into the

25 recorder's office.
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1 so I guess we tried to come up with some ways that made it

2 more convenient to drop the ballots somewhere.  I think

3 all of those were kind of part of our conversations.

4      Q.   When you say "frustration," what are you

5 referring to?

6      A.   The statements that were made to me by others

7 saying they felt ballot collection was happening

8 inappropriately or collection of ballots occurring in San

9 Luis was occurring.

10      Q.   Did you have any frustrations -- did anyone

11 express frustration with regard to the placement of ballot

12 boxes?

13      A.   Oh, yes.

14      Q.   What were they?

15      A.   The first ballot box I placed, I read on

16 Facebook that an individual in San Luis thought it was

17 stupid because you could just pick it up and take it with

18 you.

19      Q.   The ballot box?

20      A.   Yeah.  And that it was not secure.

21      Q.   Are the ballot boxes secure?

22      A.   Yes.  The specific ballot box -- it was the

23 first to be placed there at the library, and the

24 individual posted a comment on Facebook that we were not

25 -- that it was stupid because once it has ballots in it,
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1 you could just pick it up and walk off with it or take it.

2 It was secured with concrete actually.

3                Then the other placement of ballot boxes --

4 I got phone calls from individuals just asking that it be

5 placed at their place of business or a different location

6 or a better location, so ...

7      Q.   You can't please everybody?

8      A.   No.

9      Q.   Do people in the communities where the ballot

10 boxes are located, do they utilize those?

11      A.   They are utilized.  They are not utilized in

12 high volume, no.  I think they are fairly new too, so --

13 they have been through a couple of election cycles.

14      Q.   When did you get the first one?

15      A.   2012.

16      Q.   That was in -- where was that?  Which one was

17 that one?

18      A.   I believe that is the one we placed in San Luis.

19 I can't recall the exact date, but it was a few years ago.

20      Q.   Do you take any steps to advertise the ballot

21 boxes to individuals in those communities?

22      A.   Yes.

23      Q.   What steps are those?

24      A.   We do a -- we do some voter outreach at schools

25 and different civic organizations, and then we placed a --
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1 we put a brochure together for the last election that I

2 think listed the drop boxes and put it on our website in

3 conjunction with the list of vote centers.

4      Q.   You mentioned earlier when you were talking

5 about the discussions you had with the rest of the county

6 recorders that you expressed to them about the Lara

7 allegations and the fact that there was no concrete

8 evidence.  Is it your understanding there was no concrete

9 evidence -- or that you had no concrete evidence of any

10 fraud in connection with the Lara allegations or the

11 Fuentes allegations?

12                MS. AGNE:  Form.  Foundation.

13                THE WITNESS:  I guess I was not -- in

14 regard to Mr. Lara, I was not given specific information

15 to say whether or not those were accurate.

16 BY MS. CALLAIS:

17      Q.   When you say "those," do you mean his

18 allegations?

19      A.   Yes.

20      Q.   In the conversations that you had with the

21 county recorders that we just discussed, did you have

22 those with any other individuals, any members of the

23 legislature?

24                MS. AGNE:  Form.

25                THE WITNESS:  I don't believe so.  I do
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1 recall a conversation with Ms. Fernandez -- Charlene

2 Fernandez, only as it related to placement of ballot boxes

3 and the lack of physical mail delivery in Somerton and San

4 Luis.

5 BY MS. CALLAIS:

6      Q.   What do you recall about that?

7      A.   She shared some ideas that she felt were

8 appropriate for location of ballot boxes, and I did

9 communicate with her what my ultimate decision was on

10 placing them.

11                (Deposition Exhibit No. 6 was marked for

12 identification by the reporter.)

13 BY MS. CALLAIS:

14      Q.   So, Ms. Pouquette -- actually, do you want to

15 take a five-minute break?  We have been going for a while

16 now.

17      A.   Sure.

18      Q.   I don't think it will be too much longer

19 afterwards.

20      A.   Okay.

21                (Recess ensued from 5:11 p.m. until

22 5:24 p.m.)

23 BY MS. CALLAIS:

24      Q.   Ms. Pouquette, the court reporter has just

25 handed you what has been marked as Exhibit 6, and at the
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1                        CERTIFICATE
2           I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing deposition

was taken by me pursuant to notice; that I was then and
3 there a Certified Court Reporter for the State of Arizona,

and by virtue thereof authorized to administer an oath;
4 that the witness before testifying was duly sworn by me to

testify to the whole truth and nothing but the truth;
5 pursuant to request, notification was provided that the

deposition is available for review and signature; that the
6 questions propounded by counsel and the answers of the

witness thereto were taken down by me in shorthand and
7 thereafter transcribed through computer-aided

transcription under my direction, and that the foregoing
8 typewritten pages contain a full, true, and accurate

transcript of all proceedings had upon the taking of said
9 deposition, all done to the best of my skill and ability.

          I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am in no way related to
10 nor employed by any of the parties hereto, nor am I in any

way interested in the outcome hereof.
11          I FURTHER CERTIFY that I have complied with the

ethical obligations set forth in ACJA Sections
12 (J)(1)(g)(1) and (2).

          DATED at Phoenix, Arizona, this 26th day of
13 June, 2017.
14

                   CARRIE A. CARIATI
15                    Registered Professional Reporter

                   Certified Realtime Reporter
16                    Certified LiveNote Reporter

                   Certificate No. 50355
17
18           I CERTIFY that this Registered Reporting Firm

has complied with the ethical obligations set forth in
19 ACJA Sections (J)(1)(g)(1) and (2).
20

          DATED at Phoenix, Arizona, this 26th day of
21 June, 2017.
22

                   _____________________________________
23                    Registered Reporting Firm R1064

                   CARRIE A. CARIATI, Owner
24
25
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