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This original action under Article II, Section 1g and Article XVI, Section 1 of the Ohio 

Constitution, and in mandamus, is brought in the name of the State of Ohio on the relation of 

Ohioans United for Reproductive Rights, David Hackney, Nancy Kramer, Jennifer McNally, 

Ebony Speakes-Hall, and Aziza Wahby (collectively, “Relators”). This November, the people of 

Ohio will vote on Issue 1, a citizen-initiated amendment that would create Article I, Section 22 of 

the Ohio Constitution, to be entitled “The Right to Reproductive Freedom with Protections for 

Health and Safety” (the “Amendment”). Article XVI of the Ohio Constitution requires the Ohio 

Ballot Board to prescribe ballot language for the Amendment that “properly identif[ies] the 

substance of the proposal to be voted upon” and does not “mislead, deceive, or defraud” voters. 

The language the Ballot Board adopted at its August 24, 2023, meeting flouts those requirements 

and aims improperly to mislead Ohioans and persuade them to oppose the Amendment. 

Accordingly, Relators request that the Court issue a writ of mandamus directing the Ballot Board 

to reconvene and adopt the full text of the Amendment as the ballot language. That remedy is 

appropriate because the Ballot Board’s prescribed language is irreparably flawed. In the 

alternative, Relators request that the Court issue a writ of mandamus directing the Ballot Board to 

reconvene and adopt ballot language that properly and lawfully describes the Amendment, 

correcting the numerous defects in the existing language that are described in more detail below. 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Just over a year ago, the United States Supreme Court determined that “the 

authority to regulate abortion must be returned to the people and their elected representatives.” 

Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Org., 142 S. Ct. 2228, 2279 (2022). The people of Ohio will 

exercise that authority this November by adopting or rejecting Issue 1, a proposed constitutional 

amendment that would establish “The Right to Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health 

and Safety.”  

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



 

2 

 

2. If approved, the Amendment would guarantee in the Ohio Constitution the 

individual right to make and carry out reproductive decisions for oneself—including decisions 

about (i) contraception, (ii) fertility treatment, (iii) continuing one’s own pregnancy, (iv) 

miscarriage care, and (v) abortion. The Amendment would allow the State to regulate such 

decisions insofar as it uses the “least restrictive means to advance the pregnant individual’s health 

in accordance with widely accepted and evidence-based standards of care.” After fetal viability, 

the Amendment would authorize the State to restrict abortion or to prohibit it outright, subject only 

to an exception to protect the pregnant person’s life or health.  

3. Ohioans are constitutionally entitled to ballot language that allows them to make 

an informed decision about how they will cast their votes. And so, this case asks a question of 

great consequence: When voters turn to Issue 1 on their ballots this fall, will they find ballot 

language that fully, accurately, and impartially describes the Amendment’s scope and effects? Or, 

conversely, will voters be confronted with language that obscures that scope and distorts those 

effects? 

4. The prescribed ballot language—drafted and introduced by Respondent Secretary 

of State Frank LaRose and approved by Respondent the Ohio Ballot Board in a 3-to-2 vote—fails 

to comport with the Ballot Board’s duty to provide ballot language that impartially, accurately, 

and completely describes the Amendment’s effects. Instead, it is a naked attempt to prejudice 

voters against the Amendment. To name just a few of the adopted ballot language’s numerous 

flaws:  

• By its plain language, the Amendment would restrict “the State”—defined to mean 

“any governmental entity and any political subdivision”—from burdening, penalizing, 

prohibiting, interfering with, or discriminating against Ohioans’ exercise of their right 
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to make reproductive decisions. The adopted ballot language, in contrast, says that the 

Amendment would impose that restriction not on the State, but instead on “the citizens 

of the State of Ohio”—an objective falsehood.  

• The Amendment would give Ohioans the “right to make and carry out one’s own 

reproductive decisions.” The adopted ballot language misstates this as a right to 

“reproductive medical treatment”—a phrase which suggests, falsely, that the 

Amendment would require the State of Ohio to guarantee—and thus provide and pay 

for—any reproductive medical treatment an individual chooses. 

• The Amendment guarantees a pregnant person’s right to make the decision to continue 

one’s own pregnancy. As such, it generally prohibits the State from interfering with 

that decision—even when doing so may have risks for the pregnant person’s life or 

health. The ballot language inverts this protection, suggesting that the Amendment 

would “[a]lways allow an unborn child to be aborted . . . if, in the treating physician’s 

determination, the abortion is necessary to protect the pregnant woman’s life or health.” 

In fact, the Amendment would prohibit such an abortion if the patient objects to it. 

• The Amendment would protect reproductive decisions, including five express 

categories of personal reproductive decisions: those to do with contraception, fertility 

treatment, continuing a pregnancy, miscarriage care, and abortion. Yet the ballot 

language mentions only abortion, obscuring much of the Amendment’s scope. 

5. These and other defects set out below render the ballot language unlawful. Contrary 

to the clear directive of Article XVI of the Ohio Constitution, the ballot language does not 

“properly identify the substance of the proposal to be voted upon.” Instead, it attempts to “mislead, 

deceive, or defraud the voters.” 
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6. Compounding these shortcomings is the fact that the Ballot Board was asked to put 

the clear, simple 194-word text of the Amendment itself on the ballot, so that voters could see 

exactly what they were being asked to approve. But the Ballot Board refused, instead adopting a 

wholesale rewrite. Indeed, the adopted language is longer (by word count) than the Amendment it 

purports to condense. All these new and extra words serve one purpose—to distort the actual text 

and meaning of the Amendment. 

7. To state the obvious: Abortion is one of the most divisive issues of our time. It 

implicates profound questions of ethics, morality, autonomy, and the role of government. As the 

United States Supreme Court put it in Dobbs: 

Some believe fervently that a human person comes into being at conception and 

that abortion ends an innocent life. Others feel just as strongly that any regulation 

of abortion invades a woman’s right to control her own body and prevents women 

from achieving full equality. Still others in a third group think that abortion should 

be allowed under some but not all circumstances, and those within this group hold 

a variety of views about the particular restrictions that should be imposed. 

 

142 S. Ct. at 2240. So, it is perhaps not surprising that the months since the Amendment was 

proposed have been contentious. That reality will not be lost on this Court, which has been 

repeatedly called upon to settle questions implicating the Amendment. 

8. Yet despite the strong feelings surrounding the Amendment, Ohio’s elected 

officials have, for the most part, lawfully and impartially discharged their Amendment-related 

duties. Attorney General Yost, for one, voiced his strong disagreement with the Amendment’s 

substance, yet still approved the Amendment’s petition summary because it complied with all legal 

requisites. And though several Justices of this Court may well share the Attorney General’s 

substantive opposition to the Amendment as a matter of personal view, the Court has twice 

rebuffed attempts to strip the Amendment from the ballot—both times unanimously. History bears 

testimony that by such quiet acts of duty is the rule of law maintained. 
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9. The Ballot Board’s act here strays from this path of adherence to official duty. 

Secretary LaRose, who chairs the Board and who himself drafted and introduced the defective 

ballot language, has positioned himself as one of the Amendment’s most vocal opponents. And 

during the meeting itself, Board Member and State Senator Theresa Gavarone used her platform 

to launch a sweeping attack on the Amendment’s substance, twice calling it an “abomination.” 

Then, in defiance of their mandatory duty under the Ohio Constitution, the majority of the Ballot 

Board’s members adopted politicized, deceptive language for the Amendment, exploiting their 

authority in an attempt to undermine a measure they oppose. The Board thereby failed to execute 

a mandatory duty. The Ohio Constitution does not countenance such abuses of power. Neither 

should this Court. 

10. The Amendment’s text is direct, clear, and concise—and by definition accurate. 

The adopted ballot language is anything but. The ultimate question before the Court is accordingly 

quite simple: whether the people of Ohio can be trusted, on November 7, to read, interpret, and 

weigh the Amendment’s text (or an accurate summation of it) for themselves, or whether they will 

instead be subjected to a naked attempt to mislead perpetrated by their own elected officials. 

11. Dobbs entrusted the decision about whether and how to regulate abortion in Ohio 

to the people of Ohio. Whether by ordering the Ballot Board to place the full text of the 

Amendment on the ballot or by ordering the Ballot Board to prepare new text that cures the myriad 

flaws in the present ballot language, this Court should extend the people the same trust. It should 

grant the writ of mandamus. 

NATURE OF THE ACTION AND JURISDICTION 

12. This is an original action commenced under Article II, Section 1g, Article XVI, 

Section 1, and Article IV, Section 2(B)(1)(b) of the Ohio Constitution; and Chapter 2731 of the 

Ohio Revised Code. 

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



 

6 

 

13. The ballot language adopted by the Ohio Ballot Board to describe the Amendment 

is unlawful. Because this language is a root-and-branch effort to mislead voters, it is incurably 

tainted in its entirety. Accordingly, Relators seek a writ of mandamus directing Respondents the 

Ballot Board and its members, including Secretary LaRose, to replace the adopted ballot language 

with the full text of the Amendment itself. In the alternative, Relators seek a writ of mandamus 

directing Respondents to adopt lawful ballot language. 

14. This Court has jurisdiction over this action under Article IV, Section 2(B)(1)(b), 

which gives the Court original jurisdiction in mandamus actions, and under Article II, Section 1g 

and Article XVI, Section 1, which give the Court original and exclusive jurisdiction in all cases 

“challenging the adoption or submission of a proposed constitutional amendment to the electors.” 

15. Relators affirmatively allege that they have acted with the utmost diligence, that 

there has been no unreasonable delay or lapse of time in asserting their rights, and that there is no 

prejudice to Respondents. Specifically, the Ballot Board adopted the ballot language on the 

afternoon of Thursday, August 24, 2023, and this action is being filed on Monday, August 28, just 

two business days later. It is also filed more than 64 days before the November 7, 2023, general 

election, in accordance with Article XVI, Section 1 of the Ohio Constitution. 

16. Because this action is being filed fewer than 90 days before November 7, it is an 

expedited election case subject to the schedule set out in Supreme Court Rule of Practice 12.08. 

PARTIES 

17. Relator Ohioans United for Reproductive Rights is an Ohio non-profit corporation 

operating under Section 501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code. Ohioans United for Reproductive 

Rights is a coalition of statewide reproductive health, rights, and justice organizations working to 

ensure that the citizens of Ohio, not the government, have control over reproductive decisions. 

Ohioans United for Reproductive Rights is the entity created by this coalition to advocate for 
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passage of the Amendment. 

18. Ohioans United for Reproductive Rights proposed ballot language prior to the 

Ballot Board’s August 24 meeting, but the Ballot Board did not adopt its proposed language. 

Instead, the Ballot Board adopted language drafted and introduced by Secretary LaRose. 

19. Ohioans United for Reproductive Rights is injured by the adopted ballot language 

because it is incomplete, inaccurate, and misleading.  

20. As a consequence of the incomplete, inaccurate, and misleading ballot language, 

Ohioans United for Reproductive Rights will have to expend additional resources to educate voters 

about the Amendment’s scope and effects in connection with its efforts to encourage voters to 

support the Amendment. 

21. Relators David Hackney, Nancy Kramer, Jennifer McNally, Ebony Speakes-Hall, 

and Aziza Wahby are residents and qualified electors of the State of Ohio who support the 

Amendment and intend to vote and organize in its favor. They are each members of the Committee 

Representing the Petitioners with Respect to the Initiative Petition Proposing an Amendment to 

the Ohio Constitution Entitled the Right to Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health and 

Safety. See Verification of Donald J. McTigue (“McTigue Verification”), Exs. 1–5. 

22. Relators David Hackney, Nancy Kramer, Jennifer McNally, Ebony Speakes-Hall, 

and Aziza Wahby will be injured if the Amendment is submitted to the people using the adopted 

ballot language, both as Ohio electors and taxpayers and as Ohio citizens who are organizing in 

favor of the Amendment. Id. 

23. Respondents are the Ohio Ballot Board and its five members: Secretary of State 

Frank LaRose (the Chair), Senator Theresa Gavarone, Senator Paula Hicks-Hudson, William 

Morgan, and Representative Elliot Forhan. The Ohio Ballot Board is the body charged by law with 
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prescribing the ballot language for constitutional amendments submitted to the electors. 

24. Respondent Secretary LaRose is also named in his official capacity as Ohio 

Secretary of State. In that role, he is Ohio’s chief election officer, R.C. 3501.04, and is charged by 

law with determining the forms of ballot and prescribing the ballot title for constitutional 

amendments submitted to the electors, R.C. 3501.05. 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

25. The Ohio Constitution and the Revised Code establish the procedural and 

substantive requirements for ballot language for proposed constitutional amendments.  

26. Article II, Section 1g of the Ohio Constitution provides that the ballot language for 

citizen-initiated constitutional amendments “shall be prescribed by the Ohio ballot board in the 

same manner, and subject to the same terms and conditions, as apply to issues submitted by the 

general assembly pursuant to Section 1 of Article XVI of this constitution.” 

27. Article XVI, Section 1 provides that “the ballot language for . . . proposed 

amendments shall be prescribed by a majority of the Ohio ballot board.” It further provides that 

the ballot language “shall properly identify the substance of the proposal to be voted upon,” but 

that the ballot “need not contain the full text nor a condensed text of the proposal.” Ballot language 

“shall not be held invalid unless it is such as to mislead, deceive, or defraud the voters.” 

28. Similarly, Section 3505.062(B) of the Revised Code requires the Ballot Board to 

“[p]rescribe the ballot language for constitutional amendments proposed by the general assembly 

to be printed on the questions and issues ballot, which language shall properly identify the 

substance of the proposal to be voted upon.” And Section 3505.06(E) provides that the “questions 

and issues ballot need not contain the full text of the proposal to be voted upon.” In lieu of the full 

text, a “condensed text that will properly describe the question, issue, or an amendment” may be 

used. R.C. 3505.06(E). 
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FACTS 

A. Ohio citizens proposed an amendment to the Ohio Constitution entitled “The Right 

to Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health and Safety.”  

 

29. On February 21, 2023, Ohio citizens submitted to Attorney General Dave Yost an 

initiative petition including the text of a proposed constitutional amendment entitled “The Right 

to Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health and Safety,” a summary, and part-petitions 

bearing the signatures of over a thousand qualified electors. McTigue Verification Ex. 6. 

30. The full text of the Amendment reads as follows:  

 

Be it Resolved by the People of the State of Ohio that Article I of the Ohio Constitution is amended to add 

the following Section:  

 

Article I, Section 22. The Right to Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health and Safety 

 
A. Every individual has a right to make and carry out one’s own reproductive decisions, including but 

not limited to decisions on: 

 

1. contraception;  

2. fertility treatment;  

3. continuing one’s own pregnancy;  

4. miscarriage care; and  

5. abortion.  

 

B. The State shall not, directly or indirectly, burden, penalize, prohibit, interfere with, or discriminate 

against either:  

 

1. An individual’s voluntary exercise of this right or  

2. A person or entity that assists an individual exercising this right,  

 

unless the State demonstrates that it is using the least restrictive means to advance the pregnant 

individual’s health in accordance with widely accepted and evidence-based standards of care.  

 

However, abortion may be prohibited after fetal viability. But in no case may such an abortion be 

prohibited if in the professional judgment of the pregnant patient’s treating physician it is 

necessary to protect the pregnant patient’s life or health.  

 

C. As used in this Section:  

 

1. “Fetal viability” means “the point in a pregnancy when, in the professional judgment of 

the pregnant patient’s treating physician, the fetus has a significant likelihood of survival 

outside the uterus with reasonable measures. This is determined on a case-by-case basis.”  

2. “State” includes any governmental entity and any political subdivision.  

 

D. This Section is self-executing. 
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McTigue Verification Ex. 6. 

31. The petition summary reads as follows:  

 

McTigue Verification Ex. 6. The summary is formatted differently from the Amendment, but the 

text of the summary and Amendment are substantively identical.   

B. Attorney General Yost, the Ballot Board, and this Court all reviewed the 

Amendment’s text and allowed the petition to proceed. 

 

32. The Amendment petition’s submission triggered the Attorney General’s duty to 

transmit the part-petitions to the appropriate county boards of elections for signature verification, 

and to “conduct an examination of the summary.” R.C. 3519.01(A). On March 2, by letter, 

Attorney General Yost confirmed that the county boards of elections had verified “at least 1,000 

signatures” and that he had determined that the summary was “a fair and truthful statement of the 

proposed constitutional amendment.” McTigue Verification Ex. 7; see R.C. 3519.01(A). 

33. Attorney General Yost reached that determination despite his personal views 

opposing abortion. He explained that: 

The Amendment would amend Article I of the Ohio Constitution by adding Section 22, titled “The Right to 

Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health and Safety.” 

 

The Amendment provides that: 

 

1. Every individual has a right to make and carry out one’s own reproductive decisions, including but 

not limited to decisions on contraception, fertility treatment, continuing one’s own pregnancy, 

miscarriage care, and abortion. 

2. The State shall not, directly or indirectly, burden, penalize, prohibit, interfere with, or discriminate 

against either an individual’s voluntary exercise of this right or a person or entity that assists an 

individual exercising this right, unless the State demonstrates that it is using the least restrictive 

means to advance the individual’s health in accordance with widely accepted and evidence-based 

standards of care. 

3. However, abortion may be prohibited after fetal viability. But in no case may such an abortion be 

prohibited if in the professional judgment of the pregnant patient’s treating physician it is necessary 

to protect the pregnant patient’s life or health. 

4. As used in this Section, “Fetal viability” means “the point in a pregnancy when, in the professional 

judgment of the pregnant patient’s treating physician, the fetus has a significant likelihood of 

survival outside the uterus with reasonable measures. This is determined on a case-by-case basis”; 

and “State” includes any governmental entity and political subdivision. 

5.  This Section is self-executing. 
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My personal views on abortion are publicly known. In this matter, I am constrained by duty to 

rule upon a narrow question, not to use the authority of my office to effect a good policy, or to 

impede a bad one. A duty that never compels an unpleasant duty or act is not duty, but self-

service, the opposite of public service—government by solipsism. That way lies chaos, and 

ultimately the breakdown of self-governance. 

 

McTigue Verification Ex. 7. 

 

34. The Attorney General’s determination, in turn, triggered the Ballot Board’s duty to 

determine whether the Petition contained “only one proposed . . . constitutional amendment so as 

to enable the voters to vote on a proposal separately.” R.C. 3505.062(A); see Ohio Constitution, 

Article II, Section 1g. On March 13, by letter, the Board indicated that it had so determined. 

McTigue Verification Ex. 8. 

35. On March 20, two relators filed an original action challenging the Amendment in 

this Court. See State ex rel. DeBlase v. Ohio Ballot Bd., Slip Opinion No. 2023-Ohio-1823, 2023 

WL 3749300 (June 1, 2023). That action sought mandamus against the Ballot Board, based on its 

determination that the Amendment was a single amendment, on the theory that in fact it was 

multiple amendments. Id. ¶ 20.  

36. On June 1, this Court declined to issue the writ. While the Justices reached that 

result by two different paths, they were unanimous in the judgment. See id. ¶ 24 (per curiam lead 

opinion); id. ¶¶ 37, 39 (Kennedy, C.J., joined by DeWine and Deters, J.J., concurring in judgment 

only); id. at 12 (noting that Justice Fischer concurred in the judgment without joining either 

opinion). 

37. In rejecting the DeBlase relators’ argument, the lead opinion interpreted several 

parts of the Amendment’s text in a manner pertinent to this case. First, the lead opinion explained 

that “the first provision of the proposed amendment specifies a general purpose (protecting an 

individual’s right to make reproductive decisions) and then specifies five types of reproductive 

decisions that would be covered by the amendment.” Id. ¶ 22 (per curiam lead opinion) (emphasis 
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added). Second, the lead opinion explained that “Section B prohibits the state from interfering 

with the exercise of the rights identified in Section A.” Id. (emphasis added). 

38. Chief Justice Kennedy, in her concurrence, emphasized that “the ultimate decision 

on what the Constitution should say and how it should say it belongs to the people in exercising 

their right to ratify or reject an amendment at the ballot box.” Id. ¶ 39 (Kennedy, C.J., concurring 

in judgment only). 

C. Over 700,000 Ohioans signed the petition—which included the full text of the 

Amendment—qualifying the Amendment for the November ballot. 

 

39. On July 5, the petition committee submitted the Amendment petition, which bore 

more than 700,000 signatures of Ohioans, to the Secretary of State’s office. McTigue Verification 

Ex. 9. On July 25, the Secretary’s office certified that the petitioners had submitted over 495,000 

valid signatures from 55 counties, far more than the 413,487 signatures from 44 counties required 

by Article II. McTigue Verification Ex. 10. Accordingly, the Amendment qualified for the 

November 7, 2023, general election ballot. See Ohio Constitution, Art. II, §§ 1a, 1g. 

40. Notably, in accordance with R.C. 3519.05, each part-petition bore both the 

summary and the full text of the Amendment. Thus, each of the 700,000-plus Ohioans who signed 

the petition had the opportunity to review the full text—and the substantively identical summary—

before deciding whether to give the Amendment their support. 

41. After the Amendment qualified for the ballot, its opponents again sued, asking this 

Court to remove it from the ballot based on a purported violation of R.C. 3519.01(A). See Giroux 

v. Committee Representing Petitioners, Slip Opinion No. 2023-Ohio-2786, 2023 WL 5163291 

(Aug. 11, 2023) (per curiam). The Court for a second time unanimously rejected a challenge to 

the Amendment.  
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D. Ohioans United for Reproductive Rights proposed that using the Amendment’s full 

text as the ballot language would minimize the risk of bias and controversy. 

 

42. Some ballot measures are long and complicated. Their full text cannot reasonably 

be printed on the ballot. Condensed ballot language is therefore required. Not so for the 

Amendment at issue here. It is only 194 words long.  

43. Accordingly, Relator Ohioans United for Reproductive Rights proposed, in an 

August 21 letter from counsel, that the Ballot Board simply adopt the full text of the Amendment 

as the ballot language. McTigue Verification Ex. 11. The letter explained that “when the Board 

prescribes condensed language, litigation has often resulted.” Id. Because “the full text of the 

proposed amendment is clear, concise, and direct,” using it as the ballot language would avoid any 

“dispute about whether legal standards have been satisfied or whether the condensed text misleads, 

deceives, or defrauds voters.” Id. And, most crucially, using the full text would allow voters to 

“see for themselves the language they are being asked to approve” and to “make a free and 

independent decision on this fundamental question.” Id. 

44. Ohioans United for Reproductive Rights therefore submitted proposed ballot 

language as follows: 
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McTigue Verification Ex. 11. 

 

Issue 1 

 

To Establish the Right to Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health and Safety 

 

Proposed Constitutional Amendment 

 

Proposed by Initiative Petition 

 

To add a new Section 22 to Article I of the Constitution of the State of Ohio, The Right to 

Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health and Safety 

 

A majority yes vote is necessary for the amendment to pass. 

 

If adopted, the Amendment would provide that:  

 

A. Every individual has a right to make and carry out one’s own reproductive decisions, including but 

not limited to decisions on: 

 

1. contraception;  

2. fertility treatment;  

3. continuing one’s own pregnancy;  

4. miscarriage care; and  

5. abortion.  

 

B. The State shall not, directly or indirectly, burden, penalize, prohibit, interfere with, or discriminate 

against either:  

 

1. An individual’s voluntary exercise of this right or  

2. A person or entity that assists an individual exercising this right,  

 

unless the State demonstrates that it is using the least restrictive means to advance the pregnant 

individual’s health in accordance with widely accepted and evidence-based standards of care.  

 

However, abortion may be prohibited after fetal viability. But in no case may such an abortion be 

prohibited if in the professional judgment of the pregnant patient’s treating physician it is 

necessary to protect the pregnant patient’s life or health.  

 

C. As used in this Section:  

 

1. “Fetal viability” means “the point in a pregnancy when, in the professional judgment of 

the pregnant patient’s treating physician, the fetus has a significant likelihood of survival 

outside the uterus with reasonable measures.” This is determined on a case-by-case basis.  

2. “State” includes any governmental entity and any political subdivision.  

 

D. This Section is self-executing. 
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E. Secretary LaRose drafted and proposed verbose, misleading, and prejudicial ballot 

language amounting to a persuasive argument against the Amendment, which the 

Ballot Board narrowly voted to adopt. 

 

45. The Ballot Board met to prescribe and certify the ballot language for the 

Amendment on August 24. 

46. At the outset, the Ballot Board’s Secretary advised the Board of its substantive 

obligations. He explained that the ballot language “must properly identify the substance of the 

proposal to be voted on,” that it “may contain the full text or a condensed version of the proposal,” 

that “[i]f a condensed version of the proposal is used, the ballot language must not omit substance 

of the proposal that is material,” and that “if the proposed amendment is condensed, the resulting 

language must not result in or imply persuasive argument.” McTigue Verification Ex. 12, at 12:10–

13:2.  

47. Secretary LaRose then proposed draft ballot language for the Amendment, which 

read as follows: 
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McTigue Verification Ex. 13. 

 

48. This purportedly “condensed” summary of the Amendment is not condensed at all: 

It contained more words (203, to be exact) than the substantive language of the Amendment itself 

(which contains only 194 words).1  

49. And as other Ballot Board members soon pointed out, Secretary LaRose’s proposed 

language misrepresented many aspects of the Amendment in an improper attempt to persuade 

voters to vote against it.  

 
1 These word counts exclude the mandatory prefatory titles in both texts and formatting, i.e., the bullets in the Ballot 

Board’s language, and the equivalent section and subsection lettering and numbering in the Amendment. 

Issue 1 

 

 A Self-Executing Amendment Relating to Abortion and Other Reproductive Decisions 

 

Proposed Constitutional Amendment 

 

Proposed by Initiative Petition 

 

To enact Section 22 of Article I of the Constitution of the State of Ohio 

 

A majority yes vote is necessary for the amendment to pass. 

 

The proposed amendment would: 

 

• Establish in the Constitution of the State of Ohio an individual right to one’s own reproductive 

medical treatment, including but not limited to abortion; 

• Create legal protections for any person or entity that assists a person with receiving reproductive 

medical treatment, including but not limited to abortion;  

• Prohibit the citizens of the State of Ohio from directly or indirectly burdening, penalizing, or 

prohibiting abortion before an unborn child is determined to be viable, unless the State 

demonstrates that it is using the least restrictive means;  

• Grant a pregnant woman’s treating physician the authority to determine, on a case-by-case basis, 

whether an unborn child is viable;  

• Only allow the citizens of the State of Ohio to prohibit an abortion after an unborn child is 

determined by a pregnant woman’s treating physician to be viable and only if the physician does 

not consider the abortion necessary to protect the pregnant woman’s life or health; and 

• Always allow an unborn child to be aborted at any stage of pregnancy, regardless of viability if, in 

the treating physician’s determination, the abortion is necessary to protect the pregnant woman’s 

life or health.  

 

If passed, the amendment will become effective 30 days after the election. 
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50. In that sense, Secretary LaRose’s proposal was entirely consistent with his conduct 

leading up to the meeting. To name one example, in an interview with NBC4’s Colleen Marshall 

on August 20, Secretary LaRose called the Amendment a “dangerous anti-parent amendment.” 

NBC4 Columbus, Full Interview: Ohio Secretary of State Frank LaRose, at 3:03–06, YouTube 

(Aug. 20, 2023).2 He then purported to quote a portion of the Amendment that—he claimed—

would explicitly authorize medical procedures “regardless of age or regardless of parental 

involvement.” Id. at 6:52–56. When Ms. Marshall pointed out—correctly—that the Amendment 

“doesn’t have the word ‘parent’ in it,” Secretary LaRose responded only “mhm,” before changing 

the subject. Id. at 6:56–7:10. 

51. After Secretary LaRose introduced his proposed ballot language, Board Member 

and State Senator Paula Hicks-Hudson moved to substitute the full text of the Amendment itself 

for the proposed language. Senator Hicks-Hudson explained that “the full text is clear. It’s concise 

and it’s direct.” McTigue Verification Ex. 12, at 15:12–13.  

52. Speaking in support of Senator Hicks-Hudson’s motion, Board Member and State 

Representative Elliot Forhan argued that “[t]he ballot board should trust the people of Ohio and 

adopt the full text of the Amendment.” Id. at 16:16–19. Representative Forhan explained that “[t]he 

text is clear, concise, and direct. It’s what hundreds of thousands of Ohioans already reviewed 

when they signed the petitions to put the measure on the ballot.” Id. at 16:20–17:2. 

53. In contrast, Representative Forhan continued, Secretary LaRose’s proposal is “rife 

with misleading and defective language.” Representative Forhan then identified several points that, 

in his view, “exemplify [] the problems.” Id. at 17:4–8. 

54. Representative Forhan first pointed out that while the Amendment guarantees “the 

 
2 Available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEbJodAb7tM.  
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right to make [] reproductive decisions,” the proposed language “misleadingly transforms this into 

a right to ‘Reproductive medical treatment.’ That’s not what the measure says. It doesn’t require 

the State of Ohio to provide medical treatment itself.” Id. at 17:9–15. 

55. Second, Representative Forhan noted that “the proposed language doesn’t identify 

four of the five kinds of reproductive decisions addressed in the measure . . . contraception, fertility 

treatment, continuing one’s own pregnancy, and miscarriage care.” Id. at 17:16–20. 

56. Third, Representative Forhan pointed out that the Amendment “expressly restricts 

the state from burdening, penalizing, prohibiting, interfering with, or discriminating against an 

individual’s reproductive decision rights, yet the proposed language falsely says that it restricts the 

citizens of the State.” Id. at 17:21–18:5 (emphasis added). Representative Forhan explained that 

“[t]he measure itself defines the state to include any government entity and any political 

subdivision.” Id. at 18:6–8. 

57. Fourth, Representative Forhan remarked the Amendment “uses the medically 

correct term, ‘fetus,’ but the proposed language substitutes the phrase . . . ‘unborn child,’ which 

reflects a personal viewpoint.” Id. at 18:9–13. 

58. Fifth, Representative Forhan pointed out that “the ballot language is longer than the 

amendment it purports to summarize. It is needlessly repetitive . . . it’s an attempt to confuse 

voters.” Id. at 18:14–18. 

59. Representative Forhan concluded that these defects “render the language beyond 

repair” and that thus the proposed language “should be replaced with the full text of the amendment 

itself.” Id. at 18:19–21. 

60. The Ballot Board rejected Senator Hicks-Hudson’s motion to adopt the full text of 

the Amendment as the ballot language by a 3-to-2 vote. Id. at 21:15–22:7. 
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61. Board Member and State Senator Theresa Gavarone then spoke in support of 

Secretary LaRose’s proposed ballot language. But her remarks scarcely addressed the matter at 

hand: whether the ballot language satisfied the applicable legal standards. Instead, Senator 

Gavarone, based on her personal views, lobbed substantive attacks at the Amendment itself. For 

example, she repeatedly called the Amendment “an abomination.” See, e.g., id. at 24:11–12. She 

(inaccurately) claimed that by adopting the Amendment, “Ohio citizens will allow an abortionist, 

a person who profits from performing an abortion, to be the sole determiner if the ‘health of the 

mother’ is at risk.” Id. at 23:2–6. And she asserted that the Amendment includes an “assault on 

parental rights.” Id. at 22:10–25:8. 

62. Immediately after Senator Gavarone’s charged remarks, Secretary LaRose noted 

that “he agree[d] with her words” but reminded the Board that “we’re not here to debate the merits 

of this.” Id. at 25:9–12. 

63. Senator Hicks-Hudson then moved to correct several of the defects in the ballot 

language that Representative Forhan had previously identified. That motion failed by another 3-

to-2 vote. Id. at 17:15–20:18. 

64. Speaking in support of his proposed language, Secretary LaRose explained that he 

had himself “worked extensively on drafting” it, and that “the written text of a 250-plus word 

Constitutional Amendment creates what I consider a number of very substantial changes to the 

Ohio Constitution. We tried to summarize that the best way we can and make it a clear statement 

here in the ballot language of what this amendment would actually do.” Id. at 30:13–31:3.3  

65. Secretary LaRose did not explain why he had needed to work “extensively” to draft 

 
3 To arrive at his 250-word count, Secretary LaRose presumably included not only the Amendment’s words, but also 

all the words in the constitutionally mandated prefatory title—which are not a part of the Amendment—as well as the 

section and subsection numbering and lettering, which are not “words.” As noted above, the actual number of words 

in the Amendment is 194—which is nine words fewer than the ballot language Secretary LaRose proposed. 
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ballot language for the Amendment. Nor did he respond to any of Representative Forhan’s or 

Senator Hicks-Hudson’s substantive critiques of the ballot language.  

66. The Ballot Board voted 3-to-2 to adopt the language introduced by Secretary 

LaRose. Id. at 31:9–32:3. 

67. Just a few hours after chairing a meeting called for the purpose of adopting ballot 

language that would not mislead voters about the substance of the Amendment, Secretary LaRose 

tweeted factually misleading information about the substance of the Amendment: “The radical left 

wants to amend Ohio’s constitution to allow abortion on demand up to the moment of birth.” 

McTigue Verification Ex. 14; but see McTigue Verification Ex. 6 (providing that the State may 

prohibit abortion after fetal viability, with an exception only where “necessary to protect the 

pregnant patient’s life or health”).  

COUNT I – ARTICLE XVI AND MANDAMUS 

Against the Ballot Board and its Members in their official capacities 

68. Relators restate and incorporate by reference all prior paragraphs as though fully 

set forth in this paragraph. 

69. The ballot language prescribed by the Ballot Board at its August 24 meeting 

violates the Constitution and the laws of the State of Ohio. 

70. Under Article II, Section 1g and Article XVI, Section 1, of the Constitution, and 

Section 3505.062(B) of the Revised Code, the ballot language must “properly identify the 

substance of the proposal to be voted upon.” And Article XVI specifies that the ballot language 

may not be “such as to mislead, deceive, or defraud the voters.” 

71. “When assessing ballot language,” this Court “typically examine[s] whether the 

language tells voters what they are being asked to vote on and whether the language impermissibly 

amounts to persuasive argument for or against the issue.” State ex rel. One Pers. One Vote v. Ohio 
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Ballot Bd., No. 2023-0672, 2023-Ohio-1928, 2023 WL 3939006, ¶ 8 (June 13, 2023) (citing State 

ex rel. Bailey v. Celebrezze, 67 Ohio St.2d 516, 519, 426 N.E.2d 493 (1981)). If that examination 

establishes that “there are defects in ballot language,” the Court “examine[s] the defects as a whole 

and determine whether their cumulative effect violates the constitutional standard.” Id. (citing 

Bailey, 67 Ohio St.2d at 519).  

72. Additionally, this Court has long held that “[ballot language] ought to be free from 

any misleading tendency, whether of amplification, or omission.” Markus v. Trumbull Cnty. Bd. 

of Elections, 22 Ohio St.2d 197, 203, 259 N.E.2d 501 (1970). And ballot language that fails to 

“convey an intelligent idea of the scope and import of the amendment” is invalid. Id. at 202–03. 

73. The ballot language at issue does not “tell[] voters what they are being asked to 

vote on.” Id.  

74. To start, the ballot language adopted by the Ballot Board at its August 24 meeting 

is factually inaccurate in several ways. 

75. First, the ballot language incorrectly states that the Amendment would restrict 

private rather than state action. The Amendment would restrict “the State”—defined in the 

Amendment itself as “any governmental entity and any political subdivision”—from burdening, 

penalizing, prohibiting, interfering with, or discriminating against Ohioans’ exercise of their right 

to make reproductive decisions and from prohibiting abortion under certain circumstances. As 

three Justices of this Court previously explained in DeBlase, “Section B [of the Amendment] 

prohibits the state from interfering with the exercise of the rights identified in Section A.” Slip 

Opinion No. 2023-Ohio-1823, ¶ 22 (per curiam lead opinion) (emphasis added). The ballot 

language, in contrast, includes two bullet points stating that the Amendment would impose that 

restriction on “the citizens of the State of Ohio,” which makes it sound as though the Amendment 

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



 

22 

 

would constrain private parties.  

76. Second, the ballot language mischaracterizes the core right that the Amendment 

bestows on Ohio’s citizens. Although the Amendment would give Ohioans the “right to make and 

carry out one’s own reproductive decisions” (whether medical or not), the ballot language distorts 

this into a right to “reproductive medical treatment.” The ballot language’s phrase (which is 

repeated twice) falsely suggests that the Amendment would create a right to medical treatment and 

require the State of Ohio to provide individuals access to any such treatment that they choose. The 

Amendment restricts government intrusion on private decisions. The ballot language suggests 

expanded State-administered healthcare. 

77. Third, the ballot language flips an individual’s agency to make their own 

reproductive decisions on its head. The Amendment explicitly confers the “right to make and carry 

out one’s own reproductive decisions, including . . . continuing one’s own pregnancy.” And while 

the Amendment provides that the State may not prohibit abortions “if in the professional judgment 

of the pregnant patient’s treating physician it is necessary to protect the pregnant patient’s life or 

health,” it in no way says what the ballot language states: that “[t]he proposed amendment 

would . . . [a]lways allow an unborn child to be aborted at any stage of pregnancy, regardless of 

viability if, in the treating physician’s determination, the abortion is necessary to protect the 

pregnant woman’s life or health.” Not only is this language confusing and misleading—there is no 

specific actor associated with the verb phrase “always allow”—it is wrong on its face: Under the 

Amendment, the State could not allow an abortion to occur over the pregnant patient’s objections, 

even if the pregnant patient’s physician determined that the abortion was prudent—because that 

pregnant person would have an individual right to decide to “continue [their] own pregnancy.” The 

ballot language, though, states that such an abortion is always allowed at the treating physician’s 

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



 

23 

 

say-so. The ballot language is thus demonstrably false. 

78. The ballot language is not only inaccurate, but also misleadingly incomplete, such 

that it fails to properly convey “the scope and import” of the Amendment. The Court has long 

recognized that ballot language marred by material omissions is defective. State ex rel. Voters First 

v. Ohio Ballot Bd., 133 Ohio St.3d 257, 2012-Ohio-419, 978 N.E.2d 119, ¶¶ 27–32.  

79. Most glaringly, the ballot language omits all but one of the Amendment’s 

specifically enumerated protections. The Amendment would establish that “[e]very individual has 

a right to make and carry out one’s own reproductive decisions, including but not limited to 

decisions on contraception, fertility treatment, continuing one’s own pregnancy, miscarriage care, 

and abortion.” See also DeBlase, Slip Opinion No. 2023-Ohio-1823, ¶ 22 (lead opinion) 

(explaining that “the first provision of the proposed amendment specifies a general purpose 

(protecting an individual’s right to make reproductive decisions) and then specifies five types of 

reproductive decisions that would be covered by the amendment” (emphasis added)). But the ballot 

language names only abortion, doing so seven times, suggesting that what “other reproductive 

medical treatment” the Amendment covers is undefined and entirely open to interpretation. Not 

so. The Amendment expressly extends to reproductive decisions concerning contraception, 

fertility treatment, continuing one’s own pregnancy, miscarriage care, and abortion. 

80. Similarly, the ballot language omits an exception to the Amendment’s prohibition 

on state action. The Amendment provides that “[t]he State shall not, directly or indirectly, burden, 

penalize, prohibit, interfere with, or discriminate against” an individual’s voluntary exercise of 

their right to reproductive freedom or a person or entity that assists an individual exercising that 

right “unless the State demonstrates that it is using the least restrictive means to advance the 

pregnant individual’s health in accordance with widely accepted and evidence-based standards of 
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care.” The ballot language, however, leaves out the exception. Although it uses the phrase “least 

restrictive means,” it does not say what the least restrictive means are meant to advance or protect. 

Only partially stating the relevant legal standard is misleading. Without specifying that the “least 

restrictive means” must relate to the protection of the pregnant individual’s health, the language is 

so unclear as to be meaningless.       

81. Finally, the ballot language does not include the definition of “fetal viability.” The 

Amendment provides a clear definition for physicians to apply—“[f]etal viability means the point 

in a pregnancy when, in the professional judgment of the pregnant patient’s treating physician, the 

fetus has a significant likelihood of survival outside the uterus with reasonable measures.” 

Although the Amendment’s definition does further explain that fetal viability “is determined on a 

case-by-case basis,” the Amendment does not grant physicians untrammeled discretion; they must 

make that determination in particular cases based on the standard the Amendment sets forth. The 

ballot language, however, states that the Amendment would “[g]rant a pregnant woman’s treating 

physician the authority to determine, on a case-by-case basis, whether an unborn child is viable.” 

By omitting the definition of “fetal viability,” the ballot language thus falsely suggests that 

physicians have unfettered discretion to make that determination. 

82. In addition to failing to convey what voters are being asked to vote on, the ballot 

language “impermissibly amounts to persuasive argument for or against the issue.” One Pers. One 

Vote, 2023-Ohio-1928 ¶ 8. 

83. To that end, the inaccuracies and material omissions articulated above suggest to 

Ohio voters that the Amendment would (i) restrict their freedom rather than expand it, (ii) require 

the State to provide individuals the medical treatments of their choice instead of simply prohibiting 

the State from interfering with reproductive decisions, and (iii) give complete discretion to treating 
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physicians without leaving their patient with the right to continue their own pregnancy or the State 

with any recourse to advance a pregnant patient’s health. All those characterizations are false and 

misleading, and all are aimed at persuading voters to vote against the Amendment. 

84. But the improperly persuasive arguments do not stop there. The ballot language’s 

careful and strategic substitution of new verbiage to replace and alter the Amendment’s actual text 

further serves to sway voters against the Amendment.  

85. For starters, the Amendment uses the term “unborn child” four times, though it 

appears nowhere in the measure. That fraught term is in stark contrast to the neutral, accurate, and 

scientifically accepted terminology that the Amendment itself uses and defines. The ballot 

language thus unnecessarily introduces an ethical judgment—at what stage of development a 

zygote, embryo, or fetus becomes a “child”—which is beyond the scope of the measure and about 

which Ohioans profoundly disagree.  

86. Less obviously but just as importantly, the ballot language uses words like “only” 

and “always” to play up contrasts where none exists and warps negative language into positive 

language to suggest the State’s intrusion into private affairs. For example, the ballot language 

provides that the proposed Amendment would “[o]nly allow the citizens of the State of Ohio to 

prohibit an abortion after an unborn child is determined by a pregnant woman’s treating physician 

to be viable and only if the physician does not consider the abortion necessary to protect the 

pregnant woman’s life or health.” This language is factually inaccurate for the reasons stated 

above. It is convoluted and confusing. And by using the word “only” (twice), the language suggests 

that the Amendment imposes unreasonably strict limits on state authority. By using such 

categorical terms, the ballot language aims to persuade against the Amendment. 

87. Finally, the ballot language’s length and the context in which it was drafted confirm 
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that the above defects are no accident but are, instead, part of a deliberate attempt to mislead and 

sway voters.  

88. The cumulative effect of the foregoing defects is to render the ballot language 

adopted on August 24 unlawful under Article II, Section 1g; Article XVI; Revised Code Section 

3505.062(B); and this Court’s jurisprudence. 

89. The most appropriate remedy for these defects is a writ of mandamus compelling 

the Ballot Board to prescribe the full text of the Amendment as the ballot language. While Article 

XVI provides that the ballot does not invariably need to contain a proposal’s full text, the 

circumstances make that remedy the only one that would fully guarantee ballot language that 

satisfies the standards set out in Article XVI. Every bullet point in the Ballot Board’s prescribed 

language is defective, making line-by-line repair very difficult. The Ballot Board majority has 

made its profound animus toward the Amendment clear, and very limited time remains to ensure 

that constitutionally adequate ballot language is in place for the election. Relators acknowledge 

that this Court has not previously ordered the Ballot Board to adopt the full text of a measure as 

the ballot language. But nothing in the Constitution precludes that remedy, and the circumstances 

render it appropriate here. 

90. Alternatively, if the Court declines to grant the foregoing remedy, it should issue a 

writ of mandamus identifying, in detail, each of the prescribed language’s defects and specifying 

the changes necessary to bring it into compliance with the Constitution. Relators set out those 

changes in detail below, in the Prayer for Relief. If it elects that remedy, the Court should also 

retain jurisdiction so that it can ensure the Ballot Board’s full compliance. 

91. This Court will grant a writ of mandamus when a relator establishes (i) a clear legal 

right to the requested relief, (ii) a clear legal duty on the part of the respondent to provide it, and 
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(iii) the lack of an adequate remedy in the ordinary course of law. 

92. Relators have a clear legal right to the requested relief because the ballot language 

prescribed by the Ballot Board at its August 24 meeting violates the express requirements of the 

above provisions of the Ohio Constitution and the Revised Code. 

93. Respondents have a clear legal duty to provide the requested relief because they 

have a mandatory duty under Article XVI and Section 3505.062(B) to prescribe lawful ballot 

language. Thus far, they have abused their discretion and acted in clear disregard of applicable law 

and their legal duty. 

94. Relators lack an adequate remedy at law because this Court has original and 

exclusive jurisdiction of the subject matter of the action and has long treated mandamus as the 

only available remedy when an elector seeks to challenge the form in which a ballot issue is to be 

submitted, and because the election is rapidly approaching. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

Accordingly, Relators respectfully request that this Court: 

A. Issue a peremptory writ of mandamus directing Respondent Secretary LaRose to 

reconvene the Ballot Board and further directing Respondent the Ballot Board to prescribe that the 

Amendment’s full text be used as the ballot language. 

B. In the alternative, issue a peremptory writ of mandamus directing Respondent 

Secretary LaRose to reconvene the Ballot Board and further directing Respondent the Ballot Board 

to prescribe lawful ballot language, as follows: 

i. The ballot language must accurately state whose action the Amendment 

regulates—the State’s—and replace all references to “the citizens of the 

State of Ohio” with “the State” or “the government.” 

ii. The ballot language must accurately describe the right that the Amendment 
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confers and replace all references to “right to one’s own reproductive 

medical treatment” with “right to make and carry out one’s own 

reproductive decisions.” 

iii. The ballot language must not state or imply that the State, a treating 

physician, or anyone else has the authority to allow an abortion over the 

pregnant person’s objections. Accordingly, the final bullet point must be 

removed in full.  

iv. The ballot language must accurately describe the purpose and scope of the 

Amendment and expressly indicate that the Amendment establishes the 

right to make and carry out one’s own reproductive decisions, including by 

naming each of the five enumerated categories of decision. 

v. The ballot language must describe the “least restrictive means” exception 

fully, including the language or concept: “to advance the pregnant 

individual’s health in accordance with widely accepted and evidence-based 

standards of care.” 

vi. The ballot language must accurately describe the standard by which treating 

physicians will determine fetal viability. 

vii. The ballot language must avoid any inaccuracies, including by implication. 

viii. The ballot language must refrain from using any terms whose use 

impermissibly amounts to persuasive argument for or against the issue, 

including “unborn child.” 

ix. The ballot language must avoid using absolute terms when they do not 

apply, including the current use of “Only” and “Always.” 
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x. The ballot language must avoid distorting the Amendment’s prohibitions 

into obligations. 

C. In the second alternative, if the Court determines that it requires further evidence 

or briefing, issue an alternative writ of mandamus and order an expedited briefing schedule on the 

same; 

D. Retain jurisdiction of this action pursuant to Revised Code Section 2731.16, and 

render any and all further orders that the Court may from time to time deem appropriate, including, 

but not limited to, determining the validity of any new ballot language prescribed by the Ohio 

Ballot Board; and  

E. Grant such other or further relief the Court deems appropriate, including, but not 

limited to, an award of Relators’ reasonable costs. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

/s/ Donald J. McTigue               

Donald J. McTigue (0022849)     

Counsel of Record 

McTigue & Colombo, LLC  

545 East Town Street  

Columbus, OH 43215  

(614) 263-7000 

dmctigue@electionlawgroup.com 

 

Ben Stafford**  

Elias Law Group LLP   

1700 Seventh Ave., Suite 2100  

Seattle, WA 98101  

(206) 656-0176  

bstafford@elias.law  

 

Emma Olson Sharkey** 

Samuel T. Ward-Packard** 

Elias Law Group LLP   
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250 Massachusetts Ave NW, Suite 400 

Washington, DC 20001 
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO 
 

State of Ohio ex rel. Ohioans United for 
Reproductive Rights, et al., 
 

Relators, 
 
v. 
 
Ohio Ballot Board, et al., 
 

Respondents. 

Case No. ______________________ 
 
Original Action in Mandamus Pursuant to 
Article XVI, Section 1 of the Ohio 
Constitution 
 
Expedited Election Case Pursuant to 
Supreme Court Rule of Practice 12.08 
 
Peremptory and Alternative Writs 
Requested 
 

 
AFFIDAVIT OF RELATOR DAVID HACKNEY 

 
I, David Hackney, having been duly sworn and cautioned according to law, hereby state that 

I am over the age of eighteen years and am competent to testify to the facts set forth below based 
on my personal knowledge, and further state as follows: 
 
1. I reside at 2918 Huntington Road, Cleveland, in the State of Ohio. 

2. I am qualified to vote in the State of Ohio and am registered to vote in Cuyahoga County, 
Ohio. 

3. I am a member of the Committee Representing the Petitioners with Respect to the Initiative 
Petition Proposing an Amendment to the Ohio Constitution Entitled the Right to 
Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health and Safety.  

4. I support the constitutional amendment proposed by Issue 1 that would establish the right to 
reproductive freedom with protections for health and safety.  

5. I intend to vote for the constitutional amendment and to organize others to do the same. 

6. The defective ballot language at issue in this case will undermine my efforts to organize 
electors to support the amendment by requiring additional work to educate them about the 
affected constitutional provisions. 

 
 

_______________________________ 
David Hackney 
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PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Text Updated


ActionDescription {"text"=>"by David Hackney produced Ohio drivers license", "annotation_type"=>"text",
"location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[84.49427917620137,
615.2768878718535]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:41:50 UTC


PerformedByUserName David Rose Hackney


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Signature Added


ActionDescription {"signature_type"=>"Image", "annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>1,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[350.2487177370613, 157.0865168967699]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 98.27.165.62







ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:41:49 UTC


PerformedByUserName David Rose Hackney


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Agreed to electronic agreement for initials


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 98.27.165.62


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:41:33 UTC


PerformedByUserName David Rose Hackney


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Agreed to electronic agreement for signature


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 98.27.165.62


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:41:12 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"Notarized online using audio-video communication", "annotation_type"=>"text",
"location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[119.5057208237986,
469.629290617849]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:41:10 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Seal Added


ActionDescription {"notarial_act"=>"jurat", "annotation_type"=>"image", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[130.2425629290618, 569.5286041189931]},
"notarial_act_principals"=>["8a408640-4902-45c5-810c-adb38e143d86"]}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184







ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:41:01 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Deleted


ActionDescription {"annotation_gid"=>"at85545c99-0eb8-4507-aa5d-9b8488c2146e", "annotation_type"=>"text",
"location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[147.0480549199084,
633.9496567505721]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:40:52 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Text Updated


ActionDescription {"text"=>"by David Rose Hackney produced Ohio drivers license", "annotation_type"=>"text",
"location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[84.49427917620137,
615.2768878718535]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:40:03 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Text Updated


ActionDescription {"text"=>"by David Rose Hackney", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[84.49427917620137, 615.2768878718535]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:39:59 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"David Rose Hackney", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[84.49427917620137, 615.2768878718535]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184







ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:39:44 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"11/05/2024", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[209.1350114416476, 589.1350114416476]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:39:40 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Size Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[191.395881006865, 652.1556064073227]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:39:37 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"Edgy Slandel Eliacin", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[191.395881006865, 652.1556064073227]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:39:35 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Location Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[85.89473684210527, 665.2265446224256]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184







ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:39:34 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Size Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[91.49656750572082, 665.2265446224256]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:39:32 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Location Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[91.49656750572082, 665.2265446224256]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:39:32 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Signature Added


ActionDescription {"signature_type"=>"Image", "annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[92.43020594965675, 665.2265446224256]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:39:29 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Location Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[147.0480549199084, 633.9496567505721]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184







ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:39:28 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Size Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[152.649885583524, 633.0160183066362]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:39:26 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"Edgy Slandel Eliacin", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[152.649885583524, 633.0160183066362]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:39:11 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Size Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[191.395881006865, 696.970251716247]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:39:08 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Text Updated


ActionDescription {"text"=>"County of Miami", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[178.324942791762, 677.3638443935927]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184







ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:38:41 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[178.324942791762, 677.3638443935927]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:38:39 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Location Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[82.16018306636154, 675.9633867276889]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:38:37 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Text Updated


ActionDescription {"text"=>"State of Florida", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[76.09153318077803, 676.4302059496567]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:38:29 UTC


PerformedByUserName David Rose Hackney


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Identification Verified


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184







ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:38:26 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Text Updated


ActionDescription {"text"=>"State", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[76.09153318077803, 676.4302059496567]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:38:21 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[76.09153318077803, 676.4302059496567]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:38:18 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Deleted


ActionDescription {"annotation_gid"=>"at3c732044-37b2-4eed-95aa-b9edd554cb2a", "annotation_type"=>"text",
"location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[291.395881006865,
696.970251716247]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:38:17 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Deleted


ActionDescription {"annotation_gid"=>"atf8863200-6681-448b-bfc8-381ae86643fe", "annotation_type"=>"text",
"location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[241.395881006865,
696.970251716247]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184







ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:38:16 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"August", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[241.395881006865, 696.970251716247]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:38:15 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"2023", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[291.395881006865, 696.970251716247]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:38:15 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"27th", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[191.395881006865, 696.970251716247]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:38:04 UTC


PerformedByUserName David Rose Hackney


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Document Accessed


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 98.27.165.62







ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:35:06 UTC


PerformedByUserName David Rose Hackney


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType KBA Passed


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 98.27.165.62


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:34:13 UTC


PerformedByUserName David Rose Hackney


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Signer name has been updated


ActionDescription {"old_name"=>"David Hackney", "new_name"=>"David Rose Hackney"}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 98.27.165.62


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:31:18 UTC


PerformedByUserName David Rose Hackney


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Document Accessed


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 98.27.165.62


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:59:48 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jyoti Jasrasaria


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Document Created


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.201.172.74


ActionDateTime 2023-08-28 01:42:24 UTC


PerformedByUserName Edgy Slandel Eliacin


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Digital Certificate Applied to Document


ActionDescription {"signature_type"=>"Digital"}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 23.116.77.184
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Sworn to before me this ___th day of August, 2023. 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Notary Public 
 
 

 
My commission expires _________________________ 

27th

State of Florida County of Miami

Edgy Slandel Eliacin

11/05/2024

by David Hackney produced Ohio drivers license

Notarized online using audio-video communication
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How to Verify This Transaction

Every Notarize transaction is recorded and saved for a minimum 

of five years. Whether you receive an electronic or printed paper 

copy of a Notarize document, you can access details of the 

transaction and verify its authenticity with the information below.

For more information on how to verify Notarize transactions, please visit: 

https://support.notarize.com/hc/en-us/articles/360058800493-Verify-a-Notarized-Document

To get started, visit verify.notarize.com and enter this information:

Notarize ID:

Access PIN:

RQXNCRUV

HWRDSA
RETRIE

VED FROM D
EMOCRACYDOCKET.C

OM

https://verify.notarize.com/?utm_source=verification_instructions
https://support.notarize.com/notarize-for-signers/verifying-document-authenticity
https://notarize.com/?utm_source=verification_instructions
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO 
 

State of Ohio ex rel. Ohioans United for 
Reproductive Rights, et al., 
 

Relators, 
 
v. 
 
Ohio Ballot Board, et al., 
 

Respondents. 

Case No. ______________________ 
 
Original Action in Mandamus Pursuant to 
Article XVI, Section 1 of the Ohio 
Constitution 
 
Expedited Election Case Pursuant to 
Supreme Court Rule of Practice 12.08 
 
Peremptory and Alternative Writs 
Requested 
 

 
AFFIDAVIT OF RELATOR NANCY KRAMER 

 
I, Nancy Kramer, having been duly sworn and cautioned according to law, hereby state that 

I am over the age of eighteen years and am competent to testify to the facts set forth below based 
on my personal knowledge, and further state as follows: 
 
1. I reside at 955 Urlin Avenue, Columbus, in the State of Ohio. 

2. I am qualified to vote in the State of Ohio and am registered to vote in Franklin County, 
Ohio. 

3. I am a member of the Committee Representing the Petitioners with Respect to the Initiative 
Petition Proposing an Amendment to the Ohio Constitution Entitled the Right to 
Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health and Safety.  

4. I support the constitutional amendment proposed by Issue 1 that would establish the right to 
reproductive freedom with protections for health and safety.  

5. I intend to vote for the constitutional amendment and to organize others to do the same. 

6. The defective ballot language at issue in this case will undermine my efforts to organize 
electors to support the amendment by requiring additional work to educate them about the 
affected constitutional provisions. 

 
 

_______________________________ 
Nancy Kramer 
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AuditTrailVersion = 1.1    proof.com


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 23:07:54 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Seal Added


ActionDescription {"notarial_act"=>"jurat", "annotation_type"=>"image", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[327.4563106796116, 684.6136083510316]},
"notarial_act_principals"=>["52d979f3-fb09-423c-b09f-956a6247cb0e"]}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 23:07:49 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Signature Added


ActionDescription {"signature_type"=>"Image", "annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[71.30097087378641, 677.7475828892976]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 23:07:40 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"Notarized online using audio-video communication", "annotation_type"=>"text",
"location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[83.44854973357859,
565.2504894663987]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 23:07:38 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"04/20/2025", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[204.9242678151548, 592.714571165807]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45







ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 23:07:34 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Location Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[327.9844579604065, 695.1766547045663]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 23:07:33 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Text Updated


ActionDescription {"text"=>"By Nancy Kramer.", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[327.9844579604065, 688.310639316596]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 23:07:29 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Location Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[327.9844579604065, 688.310639316596]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 23:07:28 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Text Updated


ActionDescription {"text"=>"By Nancy Kramer", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[329.0407928170509, 688.3106393165959]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45







ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 23:07:22 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"Nancy Kramer", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[329.0407928170509, 688.3106393165959]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 23:07:19 UTC


PerformedByUserName Nancy Kramer


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Signature Added


ActionDescription {"signature_type"=>"Image", "annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>1,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[351.6515973372582, 157.5541582954647]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerMobile


IP Address 104.28.39.34


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 23:07:18 UTC


PerformedByUserName Nancy Kramer


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Agreed to electronic agreement for signature


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerMobile


IP Address 104.28.39.34


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 23:07:14 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Location Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[191.7203641724818, 696.2330298562653]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45







ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 23:07:13 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Text Updated


ActionDescription {"text"=>"27", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[185.3825363603611, 697.289324417855]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 23:07:09 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[185.3825363603611, 697.289324417855]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 23:07:07 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Text Updated


ActionDescription {"text"=>"State of Texas   County of Harris", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[74.4699049273741, 713.1339846120297]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 23:06:59 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"Texas", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[74.4699049273741, 713.1339846120297]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45







ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 23:06:21 UTC


PerformedByUserName Nancy Kramer


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Identification Verified


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 23:05:52 UTC


PerformedByUserName Nancy Kramer


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Document Accessed


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerMobile


IP Address 104.28.39.34


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 23:04:25 UTC


PerformedByUserName Nancy Kramer


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType KBA Passed


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerMobile


IP Address 104.28.39.34


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 23:01:59 UTC


PerformedByUserName Nancy Kramer


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Document Accessed


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerMobile


IP Address 104.28.39.34


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:57:45 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jyoti Jasrasaria


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Document Created


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.201.172.74







ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 23:08:15 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Digital Certificate Applied to Document


ActionDescription {"signature_type"=>"Digital"}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45
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Sworn to before me this ___th day of August, 2023. 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Notary Public 
 
 

 
My commission expires _________________________ 

State of Texas   County of Harris

27 By Nancy Kramer.

04/20/2025

Notarized online using audio-video communication
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For more information on how to verify Notarize transactions, please visit: 

https://support.notarize.com/hc/en-us/articles/360058800493-Verify-a-Notarized-Document
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO 

State of Ohio ex rel. Ohioans United for 
Reproductive Rights, et al., 

Relators, 

v. 

Ohio Ballot Board, et al., 

Respondents. 

Case No. ______________________ 

Original Action in Mandamus Pursuant to 
Article XVI, Section 1 of the Ohio 
Constitution 

Expedited Election Case Pursuant to 
Supreme Court Rule of Practice 12.08 

Peremptory and Alternative Writs 
Requested 

AFFIDAVIT OF RELATOR JENNIFER McNALLY 

I, Jennifer McNally, having been duly sworn and cautioned according to law, hereby state 
that I am over the age of eighteen years and am competent to testify to the facts set forth below 
based on my personal knowledge, and further state as follows: 

1. I reside at 2409 Brentwood Road, Bexley, in the State of Ohio.

2. I am qualified to vote in the State of Ohio and am registered to vote in Franklin County,
Ohio.

3. I am a member of the Committee Representing the Petitioners with Respect to the Initiative
Petition Proposing an Amendment to the Ohio Constitution Entitled the Right to
Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health and Safety.

4. I support the constitutional amendment proposed by Issue 1 that would establish the right to
reproductive freedom with protections for health and safety.

5. I intend to vote for the constitutional amendment and to organize others to do the same.

6. The defective ballot language at issue in this case will undermine my efforts to organize
electors to support the amendment by requiring additional work to educate them about the
affected constitutional provisions.

_______________________________ 
Jennifer McNally 
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ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:50:02 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jennifer McNally


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Signature Added


ActionDescription {"signature_type"=>"Image", "annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>1,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[352.5868266195827, 158.0217595578606]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerMobile


IP Address 107.122.157.105


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:50:00 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jennifer McNally


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Agreed to electronic agreement for initials


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerMobile


IP Address 107.122.157.105


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:49:52 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Location Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[71.30102124260469, 709.4368932038835]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:49:51 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jennifer McNally


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Agreed to electronic agreement for signature


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerMobile


IP Address 107.122.157.105







ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:49:25 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Deleted


ActionDescription {"annotation_gid"=>"at4ee5fb35-bef9-4cca-b3b5-1fad26d08472", "annotation_type"=>"text",
"location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[288.5515006352397,
696.2329945980924]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:49:24 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Deleted


ActionDescription {"annotation_gid"=>"at46e1901a-8193-4370-a1aa-d0a94e5ed341", "annotation_type"=>"text",
"location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[238.5515006352397,
696.2329945980924]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:49:22 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"2023", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[288.5515006352397, 696.2329945980924]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:49:22 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"August", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[238.5515006352397, 696.2329945980924]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110







ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:49:22 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"27th", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[188.5515006352397, 696.2329945980924]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:49:02 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Seal Added


ActionDescription {"notarial_act"=>"jurat", "annotation_type"=>"image", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[68.13204185708057, 577.3980381048999]},
"notarial_act_principals"=>["85c90c19-9374-486b-95ae-5570fe3e3202"]}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:48:58 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Deleted


ActionDescription {"annotation_gid"=>"ai5b360cfa-332c-4a01-a2ab-ba463fc84389", "annotation_type"=>"image",
"location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[69.18835152931585,
574.7572614058707]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:48:53 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jennifer McNally


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Identification Verified


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110







ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:48:49 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"Notarized online using audio-video communication", "annotation_type"=>"text",
"location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[69.18835152931585,
481.8019296590564]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:48:47 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Seal Added


ActionDescription {"notarial_act"=>"jurat", "annotation_type"=>"image", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[69.18835152931585, 574.7572614058707]},
"notarial_act_principals"=>["85c90c19-9374-486b-95ae-5570fe3e3202"]}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:48:44 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"11/30/2024", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[221.8252427184466, 592.7145510182797]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:48:39 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Signature Added


ActionDescription {"signature_type"=>"Image", "annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[137.3203883495146, 675.6349333235362]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110







ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:48:26 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Size Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[74.4699049273741, 711.0213753413228]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:48:24 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Text Updated


ActionDescription {"text"=>"STATE OF: VIRGINIA      COUNTY OF: NEWPORT NEWS", "annotation_type"=>"text",
"location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[74.4699049273741,
711.0213753413228]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:48:15 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[74.4699049273741, 711.0213753413228]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:48:06 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jennifer McNally


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Document Accessed


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerMobile


IP Address 107.122.157.105







ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:45:21 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jennifer McNally


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType KBA Passed


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerMobile


IP Address 107.122.157.105


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:42:56 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jennifer McNally


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Document Accessed


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerMobile


IP Address 107.122.157.105


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:21:39 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jyoti Jasrasaria


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Document Created


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.201.172.74


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:50:30 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Digital Certificate Applied to Document


ActionDescription {"signature_type"=>"Digital"}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110
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Sworn to before me this ___th day of August, 2023. 

__________________________________ 
Notary Public 

My commission expires _________________________ 

STATE OF: VIRGINIA      COUNTY OF: NEWPORT NEWS

11/30/2024

Notarized online using audio-video communication

27th
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO 

State of Ohio ex rel. Ohioans United for 
Reproductive Rights, et al., 

Relators, 

v. 

Ohio Ballot Board, et al., 

Respondents. 

Case No. ______________________ 

Original Action in Mandamus Pursuant to 
Article XVI, Section 1 of the Ohio 
Constitution 

Expedited Election Case Pursuant to 
Supreme Court Rule of Practice 12.08 

Peremptory and Alternative Writs 
Requested 

AFFIDAVIT OF RELATOR EBONY SPEAKES-HALL 

I, Ebony Speakes-Hall, having been duly sworn and cautioned according to law, hereby state 
that I am over the age of eighteen years and am competent to testify to the facts set forth below 
based on my personal knowledge, and further state as follows: 

1. I reside at 6617 English Oaks Station, Liberty Township, in the State of Ohio.

2. I am qualified to vote in the State of Ohio and am registered to vote in Butler County, Ohio.

3. I am a member of the Committee Representing the Petitioners with Respect to the Initiative
Petition Proposing an Amendment to the Ohio Constitution Entitled the Right to
Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health and Safety.

4. I support the constitutional amendment proposed by Issue 1 that would establish the right to
reproductive freedom with protections for health and safety.

5. I intend to vote for the constitutional amendment and to organize others to do the same.

6. The defective ballot language at issue in this case will undermine my efforts to organize
electors to support the amendment by requiring additional work to educate them about the
affected constitutional provisions.

_______________________________ 
Ebony Speakes-Hall 
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ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:45:45 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"Notarized online using audio-video communication", "annotation_type"=>"text",
"location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[72.3572805460217,
571.0601901452519]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:45:38 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Seal Added


ActionDescription {"notarial_act"=>"jurat", "annotation_type"=>"image", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[333.2660113584648, 689.3669892838858]},
"notarial_act_principals"=>["146b723f-8909-44d5-b8dc-6253f409549d"]}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:45:32 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Signature Added


ActionDescription {"signature_type"=>"Image", "annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[72.88543790058026, 688.3106393165959]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:45:17 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"04/20/2025", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[196.4738307323271, 601.6931857507207]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45







ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:45:11 UTC


PerformedByUserName Ebony Speakes-Hall


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Deleted


ActionDescription {"annotation_gid"=>"at75767f2d-405a-4ba0-afbd-084b878bbbe0", "annotation_type"=>"text",
"location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[351.5324323739401,
96.85236229291667]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 184.58.39.49


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:45:03 UTC


PerformedByUserName Ebony Speakes-Hall


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Location Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>1, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[351.5324323739401, 96.85236229291667]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:45:00 UTC


PerformedByUserName Ebony Speakes-Hall


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Signature Added


ActionDescription {"signature_type"=>"Image", "annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>1,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[353.8852563580476, 169.772857951903]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 184.58.39.49


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:44:59 UTC


PerformedByUserName Ebony Speakes-Hall


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Agreed to electronic agreement for signature


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 184.58.39.49







ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:44:33 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Text Updated


ActionDescription {"text"=>"By Ebony Speakes-Hall.", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[332.7378640776699, 707.8524312139716]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:44:27 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Location Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[332.7378640776699, 707.8524312139716]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:44:26 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"Ebony Speakes-Hall", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[332.7378640776699, 707.3242637856494]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:44:23 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Location Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[195.4174555806281, 707.3242940069404]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45







ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:44:20 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Text Updated


ActionDescription {"text"=>"27", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[197.0019377180674, 707.8524211402079]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:44:18 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[197.0019377180674, 707.8524211402079]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:44:16 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Text Updated


ActionDescription {"text"=>"State of Texas    County of Harris", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[74.998052208169, 725.8097006788532]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:44:06 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Location Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[74.998052208169, 725.8097006788532]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45







ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:44:05 UTC


PerformedByUserName Sabriyah Callis


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Location Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[76.0543669172861, 725.8097006788532]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.32.133.45
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Sworn to before me this ___th day of August, 2023. 

__________________________________ 
Notary Public 

My commission expires _________________________ 

State of Texas    County of Harris

27 By Ebony Speakes-Hall.

04/20/2025

Notarized online using audio-video communication
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO 

State of Ohio ex rel. Ohioans United for 
Reproductive Rights, et al., 

Relators, 

v. 

Ohio Ballot Board, et al., 

Respondents. 

Case No. ______________________ 

Original Action in Mandamus Pursuant to 
Article XVI, Section 1 of the Ohio 
Constitution 

Expedited Election Case Pursuant to 
Supreme Court Rule of Practice 12.08 

Peremptory and Alternative Writs 
Requested 

AFFIDAVIT OF RELATOR AZIZA WAHBY 

I, Aziza Wahby, having been duly sworn and cautioned according to law, hereby state that I 
am over the age of eighteen years and am competent to testify to the facts set forth below based 
on my personal knowledge, and further state as follows: 

1. I reside at 2971 Paxton Road, Shaker Heights, in the State of Ohio.

2. I am qualified to vote in the State of Ohio and am registered to vote in Cuyahoga County,
Ohio.

3. I am a member of the Committee Representing the Petitioners with Respect to the Initiative
Petition Proposing an Amendment to the Ohio Constitution Entitled the Right to
Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health and Safety.

4. I support the constitutional amendment proposed by Issue 1 that would establish the right to
reproductive freedom with protections for health and safety.

5. I intend to vote for the constitutional amendment and to organize others to do the same.

6. The defective ballot language at issue in this case will undermine my efforts to organize
electors to support the amendment by requiring additional work to educate them about the
affected constitutional provisions.

_______________________________ 
Aziza Wahby 

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM




AuditTrailVersion = 1.1    proof.com


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:42:58 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Seal Added


ActionDescription {"notarial_act"=>"jurat", "annotation_type"=>"image", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[71.30097087378641, 581.0950892179915]},
"notarial_act_principals"=>["979f1b41-5141-462e-91ff-e24babd421c3"]}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:42:54 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Deleted


ActionDescription {"annotation_gid"=>"ai9ccd5918-e161-42de-ba5e-0201b121d6c7", "annotation_type"=>"image",
"location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[68.6601941747573,
580.0388550989836]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:42:36 UTC


PerformedByUserName Aziza Wahby


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Identification Verified


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:42:33 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Location Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[72.88540264240748, 707.324304080704]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110







ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:42:28 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"Notarized online using audio-video communication", "annotation_type"=>"text",
"location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[67.07572714796345,
487.0835032046421]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:42:27 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Seal Added


ActionDescription {"notarial_act"=>"jurat", "annotation_type"=>"image", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[68.6601941747573, 580.0388550989836]},
"notarial_act_principals"=>["979f1b41-5141-462e-91ff-e24babd421c3"]}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:42:21 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"11/30/2024", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[228.1631511206766, 594.8272207315686]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:42:20 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Signature Added


ActionDescription {"signature_type"=>"Image", "annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>2,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[135.7359565808935, 675.6349433972998]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110







ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:42:18 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Size Updated


ActionDescription {"annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[77.11068162640322, 708.380618789821]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:42:16 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Deleted


ActionDescription {"annotation_gid"=>"at23c98eda-0f92-4643-b835-99edc0331b00", "annotation_type"=>"text",
"location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[288.5515006352397,
695.7048825754703]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:42:14 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Deleted


ActionDescription {"annotation_gid"=>"atc058b95b-1687-4344-a529-b66a9b5c9ad7", "annotation_type"=>"text",
"location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[238.5515006352397,
695.7048825754703]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:42:13 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"27th", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[188.5515006352397, 695.7048825754703]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110







ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:42:13 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"August", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[238.5515006352397, 695.7048825754703]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:42:13 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"2023", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[288.5515006352397, 695.7048825754703]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:42:11 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Text Updated


ActionDescription {"text"=>"STATE OF: VIRGINIA      COUNTY OF: NEWPORT NEWS", "annotation_type"=>"text",
"location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[77.11068162640322,
708.380618789821]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:42:04 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Annotation Added


ActionDescription {"text"=>"", "annotation_type"=>"text", "location"=>{"page"=>2, "page_type"=>"doc",
"point"=>[77.11068162640322, 708.380618789821]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110







ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:41:58 UTC


PerformedByUserName Aziza Wahby


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Signature Added


ActionDescription {"signature_type"=>"Image", "annotation_type"=>"vector_graphic", "location"=>{"page"=>1,
"page_type"=>"doc", "point"=>[350.7163323782235, 156.6189022556075]}}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerMobile


IP Address 75.26.195.4


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:41:58 UTC


PerformedByUserName Aziza Wahby


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Agreed to electronic agreement for initials


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerMobile


IP Address 75.26.195.4


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:41:55 UTC


PerformedByUserName Aziza Wahby


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Agreed to electronic agreement for signature


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerMobile


IP Address 75.26.195.4


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:41:48 UTC


PerformedByUserName Aziza Wahby


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Document Accessed


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerMobile


IP Address 75.26.195.4


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:40:39 UTC


PerformedByUserName Aziza Wahby


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType KBA Passed


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerMobile


IP Address 75.26.195.4







ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:39:41 UTC


PerformedByUserName Aziza Wahby


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Document Accessed


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerMobile


IP Address 75.26.195.4


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:38:07 UTC


PerformedByUserName Aziza Wahby


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType KBA Passed


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerMobile


IP Address 75.26.195.4


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:35:22 UTC


PerformedByUserName Aziza Wahby


PerformedByUserRole customer


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Document Accessed


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerMobile


IP Address 75.26.195.4


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:22:35 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jyoti Jasrasaria


PerformedByUserRole organization_member


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Document Created


ActionDescription {}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 73.201.172.74


ActionDateTime 2023-08-27 22:43:59 UTC


PerformedByUserName Jonathan Edouard


PerformedByUserRole notary


PerformedByParticipantType


ActionType Digital Certificate Applied to Document


ActionDescription {"signature_type"=>"Digital"}


PerformedBySystemName NotarizeSignerWeb


IP Address 45.88.220.110







2 

 
Sworn to before me this ___th day of August, 2023. 

__________________________________ 
Notary Public 

My commission expires _________________________ 

STATE OF: VIRGINIA      COUNTY OF: NEWPORT NEWS

27th

11/30/2024

Notarized online using audio-video communication
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30 E. Broad Street, 16th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215 
www.OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov 

March 2, 2023 

Donald J. McTigue 
McTigue & Colombo LLC 
545 East Town Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
dmctigue@electionlawgroup.com 

Re: Submitted Petition for Initiated Constitutional Amendment to Enact Article I, Section 22 
of the Ohio Constitution– “The Right to Reproductive Freedom with Protections for 
Health and Safety Amendment” 

Dear Mr. McTigue, 

On February 21, 2023, in accordance with Ohio Revised Code Section 3519.01(A), I received a 
written petition containing (1) a copy of a proposed constitutional amendment, and (2) a summary 
of the same measure. One of my statutory duties as Attorney General is to send all of the part-
petitions to the appropriate county boards of elections for signature verification. With all of the 
county boards of elections reporting back, at least 1,000 signatures have been verified.    

It is my statutory duty to determine whether the submitted summary is a “fair and truthful statement 
of the proposed constitutional amendment.”  R.C. 3519.01(A).  That is, my role is limited to 
determining whether the wording of the summary properly advises potential petition signers of a 
measure’s material components.  If I conclude that the summary is fair and truthful, I am to certify 
it as such within ten days after receipt of the petition.   

I cannot base my determination on the wisdom or folly of a proposed amendment as a matter of 
public policy. “These arguments must be addressed to the electorate,” not to me. State ex rel. 
Schwartz v. Brown, 32 Ohio St.2d 4, 11, 288 N.E.2d 821 (1972). 

Elected office is not a license to simply do what one wishes.  The rule of law necessarily means 
that there are limits to the decision-making of those who temporarily exercise public authority. 
This is true of prosecutors who will not enforce criminal statutes with which they disagree, or 
presidents who wish to take actions not authorized by the Constitution or Congress. 

It is also true of attorneys general required by a narrow law to make a decision about the 
truthfulness of a summary.  My personal views on abortion are publicly known.  In this matter, I 
am constrained by duty to rule upon a narrow question, not to use the authority of my office to 
effect a good policy, or to impede a bad one.  A duty that never compels an unpleasant duty or act 
is not duty, but self-service, the opposite of public service—government by solipsism.  That way 
lies chaos, and ultimately the breakdown of self-governance.    

Constitutional Offices 
Section 
Office: 614-466-2872 
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I state these first principles because it has become increasingly common for elected leaders to 
ignore them when convenient, and the process is accelerating as each side in our perpetual conflicts 
expects their own to act as faithlessly as the other side. 

Enough. 

Having examined the submission, I conclude that the summary is a fair and truthful statement of 
the proposed amendment.  I am therefore submitting the following certification to the Ohio 
Secretary of State:  

Without passing on the advisability of the approval or rejection of the measure to 
be referred, but pursuant to the duties imposed upon the Attorney General’s Office 
under Section 3519.01(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, I hereby certify that the 
summary is a fair and truthful statement of the proposed amendment.  

My certification of the summary under Section 3519.01(A) should not be construed as an 
affirmation of the enforceability and constitutionality of the proposed amendment.   See State ex 
rel. Barren v. Brown, 51 Ohio St.2d 160, 171, 365 N.E.2d 887 (1977) (holding that the “factual 
determination” that a summary is fair and truthful “is the extent of the role and authority of the 
Attorney General”).  Indeed, there are significant problems with the proposed amendment, and if 
adopted, it will not end the long-running litigation on this topic, but simply transform it. 

Should the proposal make it to the ballot, those arguments will be properly addressed to the 
electorate, as the Ohio Supreme Court suggested.   

Yours, 

Dave Yost 
Ohio Attorney General 

cc: Committee Representing the Petitioners 

Nancy Kramer 
955 Urlin Avenue  
Columbus, Ohio 43212 

Dr. Aziza Wahby 
2971 Paxton Road 
Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120 

David Hackney 
2918 Huntington Road 
Shaker Heights, Ohio44120 
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Jennifer McNally 
2409 Brentwood Road 
Bexley, Ohio 43209 

Ebony Speakes-Hall 
6617 English Oaks Station 
Middletown, Ohio 45044 
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HEALTH CARE POLITICS & GOV

Ohio abortion rights supporters submit signatures,
gunning for November ballot
BY: SUSAN TEBBEN - JULY 6, 2023 5:00 AM

          

 COLUMBUS, Ohio — JULY 05: Field staffer directors for Ohioans United for Reproductive Rights, Dakota DesRochers (left) and
Keith Siddall wait to unload the second truck with the remainder of 402 boxes of petitions with over 700,000 signatures being
delivered to Ohio Secretary of State Frank LaRose, July 5, 2023, at the loading dock of the O�ce of the Ohio Secretary of State,
downtown Columbus, Ohio. (Photo by Graham Stokes for Ohio Capital Journal. Republish photo only with original article.)

Two trucks loaded with more than 400 boxes rolled into the Ohio Secretary of State’s O�ce
Wednesday. In those boxes were 710,000 signatures abortions rights advocates say prove they
have the support they need to bring a ballot measure asking voters to put abortion care in the
Ohio Constitution.
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“Those (402) boxes are �lled with hope, and love, and freedom of bodily autonomy … of being
able to say ‘we decide what happens to us,'” said Kellie Copeland, executive director of Pro-
Choice Ohio.

In the last 12 weeks, advocates from groups including Ohioans for Reproductive Freedom and
Ohio Physicians for Reproductive Rights have gone to farmer’s markets, held drive-through
signing events, and reached across the state to collect the nearly 414,000 signatures required
of them to place a measure on an Ohio voting ballot. Signature-gatherers collect far more than
that minimum in an attempt to make sure enough signatures are correct and valid to meet the
threshold.

 COLUMBUS, Ohio — JULY 05: Field staffer for Ohioans United for Reproductive Rights,
Carlos Ortiz unloads the �rst of 402 boxes of petitions with over 700,000 signatures being
delivered to Ohio Secretary of State Frank LaRose, July 5, 2023, at the loading dock of the
O�ce of the Ohio Secretary of State, downtown Columbus, Ohio. (Photo by Graham
Stokes for Ohio Capital Journal. Republish photo only with original article.)

Bill Wood was one of many collecting signatures, and he said he was overwhelmed by the
support he saw the past three months.

“What amazed me is that even late in this process, there were people who were coming up to
us and saying, ‘I have been looking forward to signing this, thank you for being here,'” Wood
said. “The number of thank-you’s and compliments and wonderful support that we got from
people at every stage was amazing.”

As part of the Westerville Progressive Alliance, he said he has participated in many signature
drives and campaigns over the years.

“I will tell you when we brought this to our people, we have never seen an outpouring of
interest and commitment like we’ve seen this year,” Wood said.

He said the Westerville group alone collected 9,000 signatures.
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The measure would allow abortion in the state via an amendment to the Ohio Constitution,
that states “every individual has a right to make and carry out one’s own reproductive
decisions, including but not limited to decisions on contraception, fertility treatment,
continuing one’s own pregnancy, miscarriage care and abortion.”

“Ultimately, this is about giving my patients, our patients, our friends, our families, their power
back,” said Dr. Marcela Azevedo, co-founder of OPRR.

If approved, the amendment would bar the state from doing anything to “directly or indirectly
burden, penalize, prohibit, interfere with, or discriminate against either an individual’s
voluntary exercise of this right or a person or entity that assists an individual exercising this
right, unless the state demonstrates that it is using the least restrictive means to advance the
individual’s health in accordance with widely accepted and evidence-based standards of care,”
according to the ballot language certi�ed by the Ohio Ballot Board.

Abortion can, however, be prohibited “after fetal viability,” de�ned in the proposed
amendment as “the point in pregnancy when, in the professional judgment of the pregnant
patient’s treating physician, the fetus has a signi�cant likelihood of survival outside the uterus
with reasonable measures.”

Pro-abortion rights groups say signatures were collected in every Ohio county, something that
may come in handy with another constitutional amendment, Issue 1, on the ballot in August
that would require 60% of Ohio voters to approve of a measure, and require signatures to
come from all 88 counties, rather than just the 44 of 88 required in current law.

Now, the Secretary of State’s O�ce will have until July 25 to verify the signatures and
determine whether the measure has enough valid Ohio voter support to move forward.

If the number falls short of the required amount, advocates have 10 days to �le a
supplementary petition with more signatures, which must be from registered Ohio voters who
didn’t sign the previous petition.

The groups working to get the measure on the ballot estimate the campaign to do it may cost
approximately $35 million.

A spokesperson for Secretary of State Frank LaRose did not respond to requests for comment.
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ELECTION, CAMPAIGN FINANCE & POLITICAL LAW | NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION LAW | INITIATIVE & REFERENDUM | GOVERNMENT ETHICS 

McTigue & Colombo LLC 
A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W

_______________ 

545 EAST TOWN STREET 
COLUMBUS, OHIO 43215 

(614) 263-7000 | WWW.ELECTIONLAWGROUP.COM

DONALD J. MCTIGUE 

J. COREY COLOMBO

PATRICIA L. ROEDERER

August 21, 2023 

Hon. Frank LaRose, Chair 

Hon. Paula Hicks-Hudson, Member 

Hon. Theresa Gavarone, Member 

Hon. Elliot Forhan, Member 

Hon. William N. Morgan, Member 

Re: Ballot Language for The Right to Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health and 

Safety Constitutional Amendment 

Dear Chair LaRose and Members of the Ohio Ballot Board: 

On behalf of the Petitioners Committee representing the more than 700,000 Ohioans who signed 

the initiative petition proposing The Right to Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health 

and Safety Amendment to the Ohio Constitution, I am respectfully submitting proposed ballot 

language for the November 7, 2023, general election. The ballot language being proposed is the 

actual full text of the proposed amendment. 

As this Board knows, ballot language may be the full text of the proposed amendment or a 

condensed text. Revised Code section 3505.06(E) provides that when a condensed text is used it 

must properly describe the amendment proposed by the petitioners. The Ohio Constitution, 

Article II, Section 1g adopts for initiated constitutional amendments the provisions of Article 

XVI, Section 1, which provides that the ballot language shall properly describe the substance of 

the proposal and that it may not mislead, deceive, or defraud the voters. The Ohio Supreme 

Court has developed standards for ballot language that the language must be accurate and not be 

misleading or contain material omissions or language to persuade voters how to vote. As the 

Board also knows, when the Board prescribes condensed language, litigation has often resulted, 

challenging whether ballot language meets these standards.  

As written, the full text of the proposed amendment is clear, concise, and direct: The voters of 

Ohio will be best served by the ballot language presenting the actual full text of the proposed 

amendment. Moreover, in using the full text, there can be no dispute about whether legal 

standards have been satisfied or whether the condensed text misleads, deceives, or defrauds 

voters. By using the full text, voters will see for themselves the language they are being asked to 

approve and can make a free and independent decision on this fundamental question. 

In addition to proposing ballot language, the Petitioners Committee is proposing a ballot title. 

Ohio Revised Code section 3519.21 provides that “In preparing such a ballot title the secretary of 
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state . . . shall give a true and impartial statement of the measures in such language that the ballot 

title shall not be likely to create prejudice for or against the measure. The person or committee 

promoting such measure may submit to the secretary of state  . . .  a suggested ballot title, which 

shall be given full consideration by the secretary of state . . .” The Committee has submitted a 

concise title that is impartial, non-prejudicial, and properly denotes the subject of the proposed 

amendment: “To Establish the Right to Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health and 

Safety.” It does not stray from the subject matter, nor pick and choose from the text of the 

amendment and is the title of the new section that would be added to the constitution. The 

Committee asks that this title be given “full consideration” by the Secretary. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Don McTigue 

Donald J. McTigue 
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ISSUE 1 

To Establish the Right to Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health and Safety 

Proposed Constitutional Amendment

Proposed by Initiative Petition 

To add a new Section 22 to Article I of the Constitution of the State of Ohio, The Right to 

Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health and Safety 

A majority yes vote is necessary for the amendment to pass. 

If adopted, the Amendment would provide that: 

A. Every individual has a right to make and carry out one’s own reproductive decisions,

including but not limited to decisions on:

1. contraception;

2. fertility treatment;

3. continuing one’s own pregnancy;

4. miscarriage care; and

5. abortion.

B. The State shall not, directly or indirectly, burden, penalize, prohibit, interfere with, or

discriminate against either:

1. An individual’s voluntary exercise of this right or

2. A person or entity that assists an individual exercising this right,

unless the State demonstrates that it is using the least restrictive means to advance the 

pregnant individual’s health in accordance with widely accepted and evidence-based 

standards of care.  

However, abortion may be prohibited after fetal viability. But in no case may such an 

abortion be prohibited if in the professional judgment of the pregnant patient’s treating 

physician it is necessary to protect the pregnant patient’s life or health. 

C. As used in this Section:

1. “Fetal viability” means “the point in a pregnancy when, in the professional judgment

of the pregnant patient’s treating physician, the fetus has a significant likelihood of

survival outside the uterus with reasonable measures. This is determined on a case-by-

case basis.”
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2. “State” includes any governmental entity and any political subdivision.

D. This Section is self-executing.

SHALL THE AMENDMENT BE APPROVED? 

YES 

NO 
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1                  A P P E A R A N C E S

2 List of Attendees:

3 Theresa Gavarone, Ohio State Senator, Ohio Ballot

4 Board Member

5 Paula Hicks-Hudson, Ohio State Senator, Ohio Ballot

6 Board Member

7 William N. Morgan, Ohio Ballot Board Member

8 Elliot Forhan, Ohio State Representative, Ohio Ballot

9 Board Member

10 Josh Sabo, Ohio Ballot Board Secretary
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16
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21
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1                  P R O C E E D I N G S

2                (Excerpt 00:00:50 - 00:05:30 of

3                transcript begins.)

4                MR. LAROSE:  Well, good afternoon,

5 everybody.  My name is Frank LaRose.  I serve as

6 Ohio's Secretary of State and today's purpose as

7 chairman of the Ohio Ballot Board.  I call this

8 meeting of the ballot board to order.

9                Josh Sabo is our deputy chief legal

10 counsel at the SOS Office.  He will serve as our

11 secretary for the ballot board today.

12                And we have a court reporter here who

13 will transcribe a record of the proceedings.  And of

14 course the Ohio Channel is streaming this meeting

15 live, as always, on their website, where it will also

16 be archived and where Ohioans can view it.

17                Before we call the roll, I'd like to

18 welcome back our friend, Senator Hicks-Hudson.  And

19 she's been reappointed to be a member of the Ohio

20 Ballot Board.  And so at this time I will administer

21 the oath.
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1                Senator, you can stay in your seat if

2 you wish and just raise your right hand.

3                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  Yeah.

4                MR. LAROSE:  And repeat after me.  "I,"

5 state your name --

6                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  I, Paula

7 Hicks-Hudson --

8                MR. LAROSE:  -- "do solemnly swear" --

9                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  -- do solemnly

10 swear --

11                MR. LAROSE:  -- "that I will support

12 the Constitution of the United States" --

13                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  -- support the

14 Constitution of the United States --

15                MR. LAROSE:  -- "and of the State of

16 Ohio" --

17                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  -- and of the State

18 of Ohio --

19                MR. LAROSE:  -- "and will perform my

20 duties" --

21                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  -- and will perform
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1 my duties --

2                MR. LAROSE:  -- "as a member of the

3 Ohio Ballot Board" --

4                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  -- and a member of

5 the Ohio Ballot Board --

6                MR. LAROSE:  -- "to the best of my

7 ability."

8                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  -- to the best of my

9 ability.

10                MR. LAROSE:  "This I do as I shall

11 answer under God."

12                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  This I do as I shall

13 answer unto God.

14                MR. LAROSE:  Well, congratulations.

15 Welcome back to the ballot board officially.

16                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  Thank you -- thank

17 you -- thank you.

18                MR. LAROSE:  And to determine whether a

19 quorum of the ballot board is present, I will now ask

20 Josh to call the roll.

21                Josh, go ahead.
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1                MR. SABO:  Senator Hicks-Hudson.

2                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  Present.

3                MR. SABO:  Representative Forhan.

4                MR. FORHAN:  Here.

5                MR. SABO:  Senator Gavarone.

6                MS. GAVARONE:  Here.

7                MR. SABO:  Secretary LaRose?

8                MR. LAROSE:  Here.

9                MR. SABO:  Mr. Morgan?

10                MR. MORGAN:  Here.

11                MR. LAROSE:  And let the record reflect

12 that not only a quorum, but everybody is here.  For

13 today's meeting the agenda concerns two statewide

14 issues, which are scheduled to appear on the ballot in

15 November of 2023 for the general election.

16                One is a proposed Constitutional

17 Amendment, which is entitled "The Right to

18 Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health and

19 Safety," and a proposed law, which is entitled "An Act

20 to Control and Regulate Adult Use of Cannabis."

21                First we will address the arguments and
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1 explanations filed for the two issues, and then we

2 will proceed to prescribe and to certify the ballot

3 language.

4                Finally, our last order of business

5 will be when the ballot board directs the means by

6 which my office will disseminate information

7 concerning proposed state issues to voters and to

8 direct my office to contact -- contract, rather, for

9 advertising against standard procedure.

10                Also, I'd like to remind everyone, of

11 course, that the purpose of our work here today is not

12 to debate the merits of these proposals.  I recognize

13 that a lot of Ohioans have strong feelings on both

14 sides of both of these issues, but we're not here to

15 debate the merits of these proposals.

16                Our purpose is simply to prescribe and

17 adopt the ballot language, and then, of course, to

18 approve the methods for disseminating this

19 information, as the law requires.

20                First up, the order of issues on the

21 ballot.  According to section 3519.21 of the Ohio
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1 Revised Code, the secretary of state determines the

2 order of the issues appearing on the ballot and their

3 titles.

4                And so for this November's general

5 election, the order of issues on the ballot for the

6 general election are as follows.  The proposed

7 Constitutional Amendment entitled "The Right to

8 Reproductive Freedom wit Protections for Health and

9 Safety" will be issue one.

10                The proposed law entitled "An Act to

11 Control and Regulate Adult Use of Cannabis" will be

12 issue two.

13                Next, for arguments and explanations.

14 Petitioners filed arguments and explanations in favor

15 of issues one and two.  Those have been received by

16 our office.  They were timely filed with the Ohio

17 Secretary of State's office on or before Monday,

18 August 21, 2023.

19                Ohio law allows the committee that is

20 named in an initiative petition to prepare the

21 argument, or explanation, or both in favor of the
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1 major proposed.

2                The general assembly, as they're not in

3 session currently, did not pass a resolution naming

4 persons to prepare the arguments or explanations

5 against issue one or two, which means that the ballot

6 board must either prepare the missing arguments or

7 explanations, or designate a group of persons to

8 prepare those arguments or explanations.

9                I want to inform the audience here, the

10 public, that Speaker Stephens and President Huffman

11 did submit a letter recommending the names of persons

12 to prepare those arguments and explanations against

13 issue one and two.

14                Their recommendations were provided to

15 the ballot board members in advance of this meeting,

16 and copies of their letters are in your folders.

17                (Excerpt 00:00:50 - 00:05:30 of

18                transcript ends.)

19 //

20 //

21 //
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1                (Excerpt 00:05:30 - 00:06:05 of

2                transcript begins.)

3                MR. LAROSE:  At this time, I move to

4 designate Senator Kristina Roegner, Senator Michele

5 Reynolds, and Representative Melanie Miller to prepare

6 the argument and explanation against issue one.  Is

7 there a second?

8                MS. GAVARONE:  Second.

9                MR. LAROSE:  Seconded by Senator

10 Gavarone.  And any discussion on that?  I see none.

11                Josh, please call the roll to approve

12 those individuals to write the argument against issue

13 one.

14                MR. SABO:  Senator Hicks-Hudson.

15                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  Yes.

16                MR. SABO:  Representative Forhan.

17                MR. FORHAN:  Yes.

18                MR. SABO:  Senator Gavarone.

19                MS. GAVARONE:  Yes.

20                MR. SABO:  Secretary LaRose.

21                MR. LAROSE:  Yes.
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1                MR. SABO:  Mr. Morgan.

2                MR. MORGAN:  Yes.

3                MR. LAROSE:  My motion passes

4 unanimously.

5                (Excerpt 00:05:30 - 00:06:05 of

6                transcript ends.)

7 //

8 //

9 //

10 //

11 //

12 //

13 //

14 //

15 //

16 //

17 //

18 //

19 //

20 //

21 //
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1                (Excerpt 00:06:39 - 00:23:06 of

2                transcript begins.)

3                MR. LAROSE:  Next up, certification of

4 ballot language.

5                At this time I will ask the secretary

6 of the ballot board to discuss the ballot board's role

7 today regarding the adoption of ballot language for

8 these two issues.

9                Josh, go ahead.

10                MR. SABO:  The Ohio Constitution and

11 the Ohio Revised Code require the ballot board to

12 draft ballot language for statewide issues that will

13 appear on the ballot.

14                The ballot language must properly

15 identify the substance of the proposal to be voted on.

16 This may contain the full text or a condensed version

17 of the proposal.

18                If a condensed version of the proposal

19 is used, the ballot language must not omit substance

20 of the proposal that is material.

21                Additionally, if the proposed amendment
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1 is condensed, the resulting language must not result

2 in or imply persuasive argument.  The ballot language

3 must be agreed to by majority of board members.

4                MR. LAROSE:  And I'll remind everyone,

5 again, that we're not here to debate the merits of the

6 proposals.  The purpose is only to prescribe the

7 adopted ballot language.

8                Ballot language for issue one.  We will

9 now address the ballot language for issue one, which

10 is, of course, a proposed Constitutional Amendment

11 entitled "The Right to Reproductive Freedom with

12 Protections for Health and Safety."

13                To prepare for today's meeting, our

14 staff prepared draft language.  The members received

15 copies of the draft language yesterday before the

16 meeting, and the draft is also included in the board

17 members' binders, and it is available for the public

18 at the front table.

19                At this time we will begin the public

20 comment period.  If anyone signed in wishes to address

21 the ballot board regarding ballot language for issue
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1 one, I'll ask you to identify yourself and the

2 organization you represent.

3                Josh, is there anyone here to testify

4 to the ballot language for issue one?

5                MR. SABO:  No one signed up.

6                MR. LAROSE:  All right.  Seeing no

7 witnesses, is there anyone else that wishes to testify

8 regarding the ballot language for issue one?  All

9 right.  I see no one else.

10                At this time we will move onto board

11 member discussion.  Any discussion from the board

12 members regarding the ballot language?

13                Yeah.  Senator Hicks-Hudson, go ahead.

14 Go first --

15                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  Thank you -- thank

16 you, Mr. Chair and -- thank you, Secretary of State

17 and our chair.  I would like to move to amend the

18 language based upon what was submitted, which I only

19 received this morning.

20                So if it was sent to our offices, it

21 was -- it must've been sent later in the day.  But I
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1 received it this morning.  And I believe that what was

2 prepared by the secretary of state's office is not a

3 balanced, nor persuasive, or not leaning one way --

4 not balanced at all.

5                And would ask and make a -- a motion

6 that instead that we use the language that was

7 submitted in -- by the proponents dated August the

8 21st, which really takes the original language of the

9 petition, and would like to substitute that and put

10 that before the voters for the state of Ohio.

11                And the reason I do that is because

12 the -- the full text is clear.  It's concise and it's

13 direct, which is one of the requirements that's --

14 that's needed for us -- for us to present to the

15 voters in the state of Ohio.

16                So at this time I would like to make

17 that motion.

18                MR. LAROSE:  Representative Forhan, you

19 wish to second that?

20                MR. FORHAN:  Second.

21                MR. LAROSE:  Okay.  It's been moved and
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1 seconded.  Any discussion regarding the motion that's

2 currently on the table from Senator Hicks-Hudson?

3                All right.  Seeing none, Josh, please

4 call roll.

5                MR. FORHAN:  Secretary.

6                MR. LAROSE:  Yeah.

7                MR. FORHAN:  If I may.

8                MR. LAROSE:  Yeah.  Please.  Go ahead,

9 Representative.

10                MR. FORHAN:  I just want to speak --

11                MR. LAROSE:  Go ahead.

12                MR. FORHAN:  -- in support of the

13 motion made by Senator Hicks-Hudson if that's all

14 right.

15                MR. LAROSE:  Yeah.  Please, go ahead.

16                MR. FORHAN:  So I agree with everything

17 that Senator Hicks-Hudson said.  The ballot board

18 should trust the people of Ohio and adopt the full

19 text of the proposed amendment.

20                The text is clear, concise, and direct.

21 It's what hundreds of thousands of Ohioans already
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1 reviewed when they signed the petitions to put the

2 measure on the ballot.

3                The language proposed by the office of

4 the Ohio Secretary of State is, with all due respect,

5 rife with misleading and defective language.

6                And if I may, there's -- there's

7 several points here that -- that, you know, exemplify

8 the -- the problems here.

9                First, the amendment gives Ohioans the

10 right to make reproductive -- reproductive decisions.

11 The proposed language misleadingly transforms this

12 into a right to "Reproductive medical treatment."

13                That's not what the measure says.  It

14 doesn't require the State of Ohio to provide medical

15 treatment itself.

16                Second, the proposed language doesn't

17 identify four of the five kinds of reproductive

18 decisions addressed in the measure.  Those four being

19 contraception, fertility treatment, continuing one's

20 own pregnancy, and miscarriage care.

21                Third, the amendment expressly
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1 restricts the state from burdening, penalizing,

2 prohibiting, interfering with, or discriminating

3 against an individual's reproductive decision rights,

4 yet the proposed language falsely says that it

5 restricts the citizens of the state.

6                The measure itself defines the state to

7 include any government entity and any political

8 subdivision.

9                Four, the amendment uses the medically

10 correct term -- the amendment uses the medically

11 correct term, "fetus," but the proposed language

12 substitutes the phrase -- for that word, the phrase

13 "unborn child," which reflects a personal viewpoint.

14                And finally -- fifth, and finally, the

15 ballot language is longer than the amendment and

16 purports to summarize.  It is needlessly repetitive in

17 a -- it's a -- it's an attempt to confuse voters,

18 Mr. Secretary.

19                These -- these defects render the

20 language beyond repair.  It should be replaced with

21 the full text of the amendment itself.
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1                Therefore, I -- I speak in support of

2 the -- of the motion made by Senator Hicks-Hudson that

3 the board adopt as the ballot language the draft that

4 was distributed.  Thank you very much.

5                MR. LAROSE:  Thank you, Representative.

6 Appreciate your explanation.  And I'll be in

7 opposition to the motion.

8                I do want to remind everyone that the

9 full text of any issue that's being voted on is

10 available at each polling location -- presented on a

11 poster in -- in the polling location, and will be

12 published in newspapers throughout the state and

13 available through a whole variety of publications, as

14 well.

15                So we always share the full text for

16 anybody that wants to read those.  And, of course, in

17 this case, that will be available, as well.

18                Further comment?

19                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  If I may.

20                MR. LAROSE:  Yeah.  Senator, please.

21                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  Thank you.  In
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1 response to the statements that you just made about

2 the full text being available through the boards of

3 elections and -- and available, the whole purpose of

4 our -- of our being here today is to make sure that we

5 present to -- to the citizens clear language, that we

6 present to the citizens the -- the language, and so

7 that they can make a reasonable decision based upon

8 the language of the ballot, not to have language that

9 is misleading, or prejudicial, or -- or really leaning

10 one way or the other.

11                The very fact that the language, as my

12 colleague just spoke about, "Reproductive medical

13 treatment," as opposed to "Decision," the -- the use

14 of the word "citizens," as opposed to -- you're

15 talking about individuals versus state action, which

16 is what the amendment was designed to -- to do and

17 what so many thousands of Ohioans signed petition and

18 made sure that the language was clear and concise.

19                And lastly, most importantly, the --

20 the attorney for the State of Ohio, when he

21 approved -- his office approved the language for
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1 this -- these amendments, made sure that it was fair

2 and truthful.

3                I submit that what is being presented

4 by your -- by the office of the secretary of state, as

5 proposed Constitutional Amendment language does not do

6 that.

7                In fact, it does the opposite.  And so

8 therefore I would ask that my colleagues support the

9 amendment that I presented and that it's been seconded

10 by my -- by Representative Forhan.  Thank you.

11                MR. LAROSE:  Thank you, Senator.  I

12 suppose we respectfully disagree with one another

13 regarding this.

14                But any further conversation?

15                Seeing none, Josh, please call the

16 roll.

17                MR. SABO:  Senator Hicks-Hudson.

18                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  Yes.

19                MR. SABO:  Representative Forhan.

20                MR. FORHAN:  Yes.

21                MR. SABO:  Senator Gavarone.
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1                MS. GAVARONE:  No.

2                MR. SABO:  Secretary LaRose.

3                MR. LAROSE:  No.

4                MR. SABO:  Mr. Morgan.

5                MR. MORGAN:  No.

6                MR. LAROSE:  All right.  The motion

7 fails.  Further discussion.

8                Senator Gavarone, I believe you had

9 something.

10                MS. GAVARONE:  Thank you,

11 Mr. Secretary.

12                The language of this amendment is

13 written very broadly.  And that's no mistake on the

14 part of the drafters.  This summary accurately

15 reflects that really broad language of the amendment,

16 and that's what we're tasked with here today.

17                No one should be fooled by the clever

18 writing of this proposed amendment.  It's designed to

19 be broad, so broad that should it pass, it is

20 unequivocally true that access to painful, late-term

21 abortions will be written into Ohio's Constitution.
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1                This amendment is a bridge too far,

2 even for pro-choice women.  Should this be inserted

3 into our founding document, Ohio citizens will allow

4 an abortionist, a person who profits from performing

5 an abortion, to be the sole determiner if the "health

6 of the mother" is at risk.

7                Health of the mother has been defined

8 by the U.S. Supreme Court in Doe vs. Bolton to include

9 all factors, physical, emotional, psychological,

10 familial, and the woman's  age relevant to the

11 wellbeing of the mother.

12                If the abortionist says the health of

13 the mother is at risk, even if there is scant evidence

14 to support that medical determination, then fully

15 healthy, viable babies at seven, eight, and even nine

16 months can and absolutely will be aborted.

17                And all of that is before we get to the

18 elimination of the basic health and safety standards

19 that the general assembly has implemented over many

20 decades, such as requiring that abortions be performed

21 in person by a licensed doctor who has the ability to
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1 transfer a woman to a hospital if something goes wrong

2 with the abortion and also the assault on parental

3 rights that this proposed amendment includes.

4                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  Point of order.

5                MR. LAROSE:  I'm going to let Senator

6 Gavarone finish her statement.  If you've got

7 something to say afterwards, then you can say it then.

8                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  Okay.  Thank you.

9                MS. GAVARONE:  The truth about this

10 dangerous proposed amendment is hidden by overly broad

11 language.  As a woman and a mother I consider it an

12 abomination that we're even talking about amending our

13 constitution to allow for painful, late-term

14 abortions.  An abomination.

15                This is a dangerous amendment that I'm

16 going to fight tirelessly to defeat.  But that's not

17 why we're here today.

18                We're here to create ballot language

19 that accurately describes the proposed amendment as

20 written.

21                I wish the language would've been more
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1 specific to the voters as to what this proposed

2 amendment actually means, and the disastrous

3 consequences on women and families, as I've been

4 urging up through today.

5                But I am thankful to have played a part

6 in setting the record straight.  And I'm proud to help

7 deliver the truth to Ohioans about this dangerous

8 proposal.

9                MR. LAROSE:  Thank you, Senator

10 Gavarone.  And while I agree with your words, I will

11 remind everyone we're not here to debate the merits of

12 this.  I do know that there are strong feelings here.

13                And I would offer the opportunity to

14 Senator Hicks-Hudson, because I believe you have

15 something to say, as well.

16                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  I appreciate that,

17 Mr. Secretary.

18                And I am -- I am appalled that we are

19 sitting here today with the idea that we're supposed

20 to present a fair and concise ballot initiative for

21 the citizens to make a decision and my colleague would

Page 25

Veritext Legal Solutions
www.veritext.com 888-391-3376

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



1 use such words as "overly broad" and other such things

2 that really show that maybe this really isn't about

3 the citizens and allowing them to make a decision, but

4 rather to -- to discuss the merits.

5                And so, therefore, I am -- I'm appalled

6 by that.

7                And I would ask that -- again, that we

8 consider the language that is used in the secretary of

9 state's proposed amendment to -- to remove and replace

10 with -- the language about reproductive medical

11 treatment to reproductive medical decisions and

12 prohibit -- instead of saying, "The citizens of the

13 state of Ohio," remove that language and say,

14 "Prohibit the State of Ohio from directly or directly

15 burdening, penalizing, et cetera."

16                Then -- and you said again, "And always

17 allow an unborn child," when it should be a -- a

18 fetus, which is the medical term.

19                And to have this language being

20 presented is an abomination to the 7,000 or however

21 many people that signed the petitions to get this on
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1 the ballot.

2                And I do believe that the citizens in

3 the state of Ohio will make a decision as to how they

4 believe that their own reproductive rights can be

5 decided.  Thank you.

6                MR. LAROSE:  Thank you, Senator.  Was

7 that a motion that you were making to make a change?

8                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  Yes -- yes -- those

9 changes.

10                MR. LAROSE:  Okay.  Yeah.

11                MR. FORHAN:  Second.

12                MR. LAROSE:  All right.  So I believe

13 we understand the motion that's been made.  I know it

14 was recorded by the -- by the reporter, so -- the --

15 the court reporter.

16                Do you want to state one more time the

17 specific changes you want to make, so that all the

18 members understand?  And then we'll vote on it.

19                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  I appreciate that.

20                MR. LAROSE:  Please.

21                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  Thank you.  Under
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1 the first bullet point it says, "Established in the

2 Constitution of the State of Ohio, an individual's

3 right to one's own reproductive medical decisions."

4                And then under the third bullet point,

5 "Prohibit the State of Ohio," not the citizens, but

6 "The State of Ohio from directly -- indirectly

7 burdening, penalizing," and I would also add

8 discriminating or prohibiting abortions.

9                And under the fifth, again, remove

10 the -- the word "The citizens," and have "Only allow

11 the State of Ohio."

12                And then lastly, to remove the "As --

13 always allow an unborn fetus."  Put that in, as

14 opposed to "Unborn child to be aborted."

15                MR. LAROSE:  Thank you, Senator.

16                Further discussion?

17                Josh, please call the role, as has been

18 moved by Senator Hicks-Hudson and seconded by

19 representative Forhan.

20                MR. SABO:  Senator Hicks-Hudson.

21                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  Yes.

Page 28

Veritext Legal Solutions
www.veritext.com 888-391-3376

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



1                MR. SABO:  Representative Forhan.

2                MR. FORHAN:  Yes.

3                MR. SABO:  Senator Gavarone.

4                MS. GAVARONE:  No.

5                MR. SABO:  Secretary LaRose.

6                MR. LAROSE:  No.

7                MR. SABO:  Mr. Morgan.

8                MR. MORGAN:  No.

9                MR. LAROSE:  All right.  The motion

10 fails.  At this point, I move to approve the ballot

11 language, as presented and shared with the members

12 last night and presented here in the folder.

13                Is there a second?

14                MS. GAVARONE:  Second.

15                MR. LAROSE:  Seconded by Senator

16 Gavarone.

17                Discussion on my motion?

18                Representative Forhan.

19                MR. FORHAN:  Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

20                I think, again, it's just important to

21 remember the purpose, why we're here, to try to
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1 produce language that the voters, when they -- when

2 they enter the polling location, enter the ballot

3 booth and look at it for the first time, that it

4 fairly and accurately reflects the proposed change in

5 the law, that they're -- that's going to happen.

6                And for the reasons that we discussed

7 before, I would submit this is not a fair and accurate

8 representation of the change in the law.  And so

9 again, I'm going to urge a no vote with respect to the

10 motion.

11                Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

12                MR. LAROSE:  Thank you, Representative.

13 And I would respond that having worked extensively on

14 drafting this, I do believe that it is fair and

15 accurate.  Again, I think that we agree to disagree,

16 perhaps on that.

17                And of course the written text of a

18 250-plus word Constitutional Amendment creates what I

19 consider a number of very substantial changes to Ohio

20 Constitution.

21                We tried to summarize that the best way
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1 we can and make it a clear statement here in the

2 ballot language of what this amendment would actually

3 do.

4                And then, of course, for any voter who

5 wishes to read the ballot language in its entirety,

6 it's presented right there at every polling location

7 in the state, as well.

8                Further discussion on my motion?

9 Again, having been moved and seconded, that we approve

10 the language as drafted.

11                Josh, please call the roll.

12                MR. SABO:  Senator Hicks-Hudson.

13                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  No.

14                MR. SABO:  Representative Forhan.

15                MR. FORHAN:  No.

16                MR. SABO:  Senator Gavarone.

17                MS. GAVARONE:  Yes.

18                MR. SABO:  Secretary LaRose.

19                MR. LAROSE:  Yes.

20                MR. SABO:  Mr. Morgan.

21                MR. MORGAN:  Yes.
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1                MR. LAROSE:  By a vote of three to two,

2 the motion carries, and the language is approved for

3 the ballot for issue one.

4                (Excerpt 00:06:39 - 00:23:06 of

5                transcript ends.)

6 //

7 //

8 //

9 //

10 //

11 //

12 //

13 //

14 //

15 //

16 //

17 //

18 //

19 //

20 //

21 //
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1                (Excerpt 00:24:42 - 00:28:00 of

2                transcript begins.)

3                MR. LAROSE:  Next, the dissemination of

4 information.  Ohio Revised Code 3505.062(F) requires

5 this board to direct the means by which the secretary

6 of state will disseminate information concerning the

7 statewide issues to voters.

8                I propose that this board authorize my

9 office to provide a sufficient number of paper copies

10 of the information regarding the statewide issue for

11 the November 7, 2023, general election to the boards

12 of elections -- all 88 boards of elections throughout

13 the state to members of the state legislature, to

14 public agencies, and to other interested persons.

15                Additionally, this information will be

16 published on the secretary of state website for easy

17 internet access.

18                Is there a motion -- I'll make a motion

19 at this point to approve the dissemination of

20 information, as explained.  Is there a second?

21                MS. GAVARONE:  Second.
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1                MR. LAROSE:  Seconded by Senator

2 Gavarone.  Any discussion regarding the dissemination

3 of information?

4                All right.  Josh, please call the roll.

5                MR. SABO:  Senator Hicks-Hudson.

6                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  Yes.

7                MR. SABO:  Representative Forhan.

8                MR. FORHAN:  Yes.

9                MR. SABO:  Senator Gavarone.

10                MS. GAVARONE:  Yes.

11                MR. SABO:  Secretary LaRose.

12                MR. LAROSE:  Yes.

13                MR. SABO:  Mr. Morgan.

14                MR. MORGAN:  Yes.

15                MR. LAROSE:  Again, with all members

16 voting in the affirmative, the motion carries, and the

17 information will be disseminated, as is common

18 practice for issues like this in Ohio.

19                Now advertising.  I ask the secretary

20 of the ballot board to please explain the advertising

21 of statewide ballot issues, as required in law.
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1                Josh, please go ahead and do so.

2                MR. SABO:  Ohio Revised Code 3501.17(G)

3 1 requires the state to bear the entire cost of

4 advertising statewide ballot issues in newspapers and

5 to reimburse the secretary of state out of the

6 statewide ballot advertising fund for all expenses the

7 secretary of state incurs for that advertising.

8                The secretary of state may request such

9 funds from the statewide ballot advertising fund

10 either before or after placing the advertising.

11                Article 2, section 1G of the Ohio

12 Constitution requires the ballot language arguments

13 and/or explanations for and against, and the full text

14 of state issues to be published once a week or three

15 consecutive weeks before the election.

16                RC3505.062(G) requires the Ohio Ballot

17 Board to direct the secretary of state to contract for

18 that advertising.

19                MR. LAROSE:  Accordingly, I propose

20 that the ballot board authorize my office to contract

21 for the required advertising of the statewide issue

Page 35

Veritext Legal Solutions
www.veritext.com 888-391-3376

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



1 that will appear -- issues that will  appear on the

2 November 7, 2023, general election ballot, and

3 authorize my office to request of the controlling

4 board a transfer of sufficient funds for that purpose.

5                That's the motion that I'm making, so

6 so moved.

7                Is there a second?

8                MS. GAVARONE:  Second.

9                MR. LAROSE:  Seconded by Senator

10 Gavarone.

11                Is there any discussion?

12                Seeing none, Josh, please call the

13 roll.

14                MR. SABO:  Senator Hicks-Hudson.

15                MS. HICKS-HUDSON:  Yes.

16                MR. SABO:  Representative Forhan.

17                MR. FORHAN:  Yes.

18                MR. SABO:  Senator Gavarone.

19                MS. GAVARONE:  Yes.

20                MR. SABO:  Secretary LaRose.

21                MR. LAROSE:  Yes.
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1                MR. SABO:  Mr. Morgan.

2                MR. MORGAN:  Yes.

3                MR. LAROSE:  And with a unanimous vote,

4 the motion, once again, carries.

5                Thank you, everyone, for their time and

6 attention here today.  We've completed our assigned

7 duties.  And so with no further business to come

8 before the ballot board, we are adjourned.

9                THE REPORTER:  We are going to go off

10 the record at 4 o'clock p.m.

11                (Excerpt 00:24:42 - 00:28:00 of

12                transcript ends.)

13                (Whereupon, the meeting concluded at

14                4:00 p.m.)

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23
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1            CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSITION OFFICER

2           I, NIC JOSEPH, the officer before whom the

3 foregoing proceedings were taken, do hereby certify

4 that any witness(es) in the foregoing proceedings,

5 prior to testifying, were duly sworn; that the

6 proceedings were recorded by me and thereafter reduced

7 to typewriting by a qualified transcriptionist; that

8 said digital audio recording of said proceedings are a

9 true and accurate record to the best of my knowledge,

10 skills, and ability; that I am neither counsel for,

11 related to, nor employed by any of the parties to the

12 action in which this was taken; and, further, that I

13 am not a relative or employee of any counsel or

14 attorney employed by the parties hereto, nor

15 financially or otherwise interested in the outcome of

16 this action.

                            <%25587,Signature%>

17                                              NIC JOSEPH

18                            Notary Public in and for the

19                                           State of Ohio

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1               CERTIFICATE OF TRANSCRIBER

2           I, CHRISTINE BROWN, do hereby certify that

3 this transcript was prepared from the digital audio

4 recording of the foregoing proceeding, that said

5 transcript is a true and accurate record of the

6 proceedings to the best of my knowledge, skills, and

7 ability; that I am neither counsel for, related to,

8 nor employed by any of the parties to the action in

9 which this was taken; and, further, that I am not a

10 relative or employee of any counsel or attorney

11 employed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

12 otherwise interested in the outcome of this action.

13

14

                         <%28158,Signature%>

15                                         CHRISTINE BROWN
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