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NOTICE OF TRANSFER 
 
To:  Clerk of the Oakland County Circuit Court 

Clerk of the Court of Claims 
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PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, pursuant to MCL 600.6404(3) and MCR 2.228, this 

action is transferred to the Court of Claims.  This transfer is effective immediately.   

The reasons for the appropriate transfer of this action include, but are not 

limited to the following: 

1.  MCL 600.6404(3) provides, in pertinent part, that “any matter within 

the jurisdiction of the court of claims described in section 6419(1) pending or later 

filed in any court must, upon notice of the state or a department or officer of the 

state, be transferred to the court of claims.” 

2.  The Court of Claims has exclusive jurisdiction “[t]o hear and determine 

any claim or demand, statutory or constitutional, liquidated or unliquidated, ex 

contractu or ex delicto, or any demand for monetary, equitable, or declaratory relief 

or any demand for an extraordinary writ against the state or any of its departments 

or officers notwithstanding another law that confers jurisdiction of the case in the 

circuit court.”  MCL 600.6419(1)(a). 

3.  The Court of Claims has exclusive jurisdiction over any claim against 

Defendant Attorney General Dana Nessel as she is covered under MCL 600.6419(1) 

and (7). 

4.  Defendant Nessel is “the state or any of its departments or officers” as 

that term is defined by MCL 600.6419(7). 

5.  Plaintiffs seek declaratory, injunctive, and monetary relief against 

Defendant Nessel, placing Plaintiffs’ claims within the exclusive jurisdiction of the 

Court of Claims.  (Ex. A, Complaint.) 
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6.  There are no related actions pending in the Court of Claims. 

7. Defendant Nessel was served with the Oakland County Circuit Court 

Complaint by certified mail on August 18, 2023, making the first responsive 

pleading due on September 15, 2023. 

8. This transfer disposes of all claims in the Circuit Court case involving 

Defendant Nessel, although similar claims remain pending against Defendant 

Oakland County Prosecutor Karen McDonald. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
      /s/Heather S. Meingast   
      Heather S. Meingast (P55439) 

Erik A. Grill (P64713) 
      Assistant Attorneys General 

Attorney for Defendant Attorney General 
Dana Nessel 
P.O. Box 30736  

      Lansing, Michigan 48909 
      517.335.7659 
Dated:  September 13, 2023 
 

PROOF OF SERVICE 
 
 Heather S. Meingast certifies that on September 13, 2023, she served a copy 
of the above document in this matter on all counsel of record and parties in pro per 
via MiFILE.  
 
      /s/Heather S. Meingast    
      Heather S. Meingast 
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EXHIBIT A       
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250 Massachusetts Ave NW, Suite 400 | Washington, DC 20001  

August 10, 2023 

VIA EMAIL 

Michigan Court of Claims 
c/o Clerk’s Office 
Hall of Justice 
925 W. Ottawa St. 
P.O. Box 30185 
Lansing, MI 48909 
cclerksoffice@courts.mi.gov 
 

Re: Notice of Intent to File Claim 

Dear Clerk: 

This letter serves as notice of intent to file a claim against Michigan Attorney General Dana 
Nessel and Oakland County Prosecutor Karen McDonald.  

Along with Sarah Prescott of Salvatore, Prescott, Porter & Porter, I represent Deborah Babb, 
Detroit Disability Power, the Michigan Alliance for Retired Americans, Michigan Clergy 
Connects, and Priorities USA (collectively, “Plaintiffs”). Plaintiff Deborah Babb resides in 
Oakland County.  

Plaintiffs intend to file a claim against Attorney General Nessel and Prosecutor McDonald, 
alleging that MCL 168.931(1)(f)—which makes it a misdemeanor to “hire a motor vehicle or other 
conveyance or cause the same to be done, for conveying voters, other than voters physically unable 
to walk, to an election” (the “Voter Transportation Ban”)—violates Article II, Section 4 of the 
Michigan Constitution. The Voter Transportation Ban violates Article II, Section 4 both because 
it has the “effect of denying, abridging, interfering with, or unreasonably burdening the 
fundamental right to vote,” and because it was enacted with the intent of “denying, abridging, 
interfering with, or unreasonably burdening the fundamental right to vote.”  

  Attorney General Nessel and Prosecutor McDonald are the appropriate defendants to this 
claim because they are the officials responsible for prosecuting violations of the Voter 
Transportation Ban in Oakland County and, in Attorney General Nessel’s case, in Michigan 
generally. 
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 Article II, Section 4 provides that actions arising under that Section “shall be brought in 
the circuit court for the county in which a plaintiff resides.” Accordingly, Plaintiffs intend to bring 
their claim in Oakland County Circuit Court. Plaintiffs nonetheless submit this notice to the Court 
of Claims pursuant to the Court of Claims Act, MCL 600.6431(1), as construed by the Supreme 
Court of Michigan in Christie v Wayne State University, 511 Mich 39, 2023 WL 3213922 (May 
2, 2023). 
 
 Plaintiffs do not, by this notice, waive any argument that claims arising under Article II, 
Section 4 are exempt from the requirements created by MCL 600.6431(1). 
  
Statement of “the time when and the place where the claim arose” 
 
 Plaintiffs’ claim is accruing on an ongoing basis, because the Voter Transportation Ban 
facially violates the Michigan Constitution. Alternatively, Plaintiffs’ claim accrued no earlier than 
December 24, 2022, when the constitutional amendment authorizing the claim took effect. 
Plaintiffs’ claim arises in Oakland County, where Plaintiff Deborah Babb, the only individual 
Plaintiff, resides and is registered to vote. 
 
Statement of “the nature of the claim and the items of damage alleged or claimed to have 
been sustained” 
 
 The claim is that the Voter Transportation Ban facially violates Article II, Section 4 of the 
Michigan Constitution by (1) “denying, abridging, interfering with, or unreasonably burdening” 
Plaintiffs’ and other Michigan voters’ “fundamental right to vote,” and (2) because it was enacted 
with the intent of “denying, abridging, interfering with, or unreasonably burdening the 
fundamental right to vote.”  
 
 Plaintiffs intend to seek declaratory and injunctive relief; fees, costs, and disbursements; 
and any other relief deemed just and proper. Plaintiffs do not claim to have sustained monetary 
damages. 
 
Designation of “any department, commission, board, institution, arm, or agency of the state 
involved in connection with the claim” 
 

1. Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel, in her official capacity; and 
2. Oakland County Prosecutor Karen McDonald, in her official capacity. 

 
Signature and Verification by the Claimants 
 
 Plaintiffs’ notarized signatures verifying this notice are affixed on the following signature 
pages. 
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 Regards, 

 
Aria C. Branch 

 
Counsel to Plaintiffs 
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VERIFICATION 
 

I declare that the foregoing statements are true to the best of my information, knowledge, 

and belief. 

 
 
 
_______________________________    ________________________ 
Dessa Cosma        Date  
Detroit Disability Power 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this ___ day of ____________, 2023. 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
Notary Public 
 
 
 
My commission expires _________________________ 
 
  

10th August

09/10/2024

Notarized online using audio-video communication

State of Texas          County of Harris

08/10/2023
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VERIFICATION 
 

I declare that the foregoing statements are true to the best of my information, knowledge, 

and belief. 

 
 
 
_______________________________    ________________________ 
Jim Pedersen        Date  
Michigan Alliance for Retired Americans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this ___ day of ____________, 2023. 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
Notary Public 
 
 
 
My commission expires _________________________ 
 
  

10th August

State of Texas, County of Harris

, State of Texas

10/17/2026

Notarized online using audio-video communication

By James Raymond Pedersen.

08/10/2023
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VERIFICATION 
 

I declare that the foregoing statements are true to the best of my information, knowledge, 

and belief. 

 
 
 
_______________________________    ________________________ 
Bishop James Williams      Date  
Michigan Clergy Connects 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this ___ day of ____________, 2023. 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
Notary Public 
 
 
 
My commission expires _________________________ 
 
  

James Williams

10th August

03/29/2026

Notarized online using audio-video communication

08/10/2023
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VERIFICATION 
 

I declare that the foregoing statements are true to the best of my information, knowledge, 

and belief. 

 
 
 
_______________________________    ________________________ 
Aneesa McMillan       Date  
Priorities USA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this ___ day of ____________, 2023. 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
Notary Public 
 
 
 
My commission expires _________________________ 
 
 

August10th

08/05/2025

Notarized online using audio-video communication

Texas

Harris

08/10/2023
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