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same principle: uniform application of state election laws is necessary to guard against
arbitrary and disparate determinations for what constitutes a “legal vote.” The “purpose of
A.R.S. 16-550(A) is to prevent the inclusion of invalid votes.” Id. Far from requiring a
showing of strict scrutiny from Maricopa, the court of appeals rested on the ordinary
presumption that the returns of an election are valid and put the burden on Lake to show
that the results would have been different if Maricopa had followed the law. This is not
what strict scrutiny requires.
CONCLUSION

Based on the undisputed evidentiary record, Maricopa elections officials engaged in
misconduct affecting tens of thousands of votes, a number far greater than the margin of
victory. As a consequence of these defects, the election’s result is uncertain. Therefore, as
a matter of law, the results of the 2022 Arizona election for governor must be set aside.

Respectfully Submitted,

March 20, 2023 /s/ Ryan L. Heath
Ryan L. Heath, Esq.
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