
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE 
 

EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA 
 
 
PAUL GOLDMAN 
 
  Plaintiff, 
 
 v.        No. 3:21-cv-00420-DJN 
 
RALPH NORTHAM, Governor of Virginia,  
in his official capacity, et al. 
 
  Defendants.                        
    

 
O R D E R 

   
 

The Honorable David J. Novak has requested appointment of a three-judge district 

court in the above-captioned case, in which the plaintiff challenges the constitutionality 

of a statewide legislative apportionment scheme, arguing that the Virginia House of 

Delegates districts are malapportioned.  

A district court of three judges is to be convened “when an action is filed 

challenging the constitutionality of the apportionment of congressional districts or the 

apportionment of any statewide legislative body.”  28 U.S.C. § 2284(a).  The chief judge 

of the circuit shall “designate two other judges, at least one of whom shall be a circuit 

judge,” to serve as part of a three-judge court to hear and determine the action.  28 U.S.C. 

§ 2284(b)(1). 

NOW THEREFORE, I DO HEREBY DESIGNATE AND ASSIGN the 

Honorable Stephanie D. Thacker, United States Circuit Judge for the Fourth Circuit, and 
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the Honorable Raymond A. Jackson, United States District Judge for the Eastern District 

of Virginia, to sit with the Honorable David J. Novak, the three to constitute a district 

court of three judges to hear and determine this matter as provided by 28 U.S.C. § 2284. 

This 12th day of October, 2021. 

 

 

            
      Roger L. Gregory 
      Chief Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals 
      for the Fourth Circuit 
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UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
FOR THE FOURTH CIRCUIT 

__________ 
 

Lewis F. Powell, Jr. United States Courthouse 
1000 East Main Street 

Suite 212 
Richmond, Virginia  23219-3517 

 
          Chambers of 
  ROGER L. GREGORY                                                                                                                            Telephone (804) 916-2607 

Chief Judge                                                  Fax (804) 916-3055 
 

 
October 12, 2021 

 
 
 
Mr. Fernando Galindo, Clerk 
United States District Court-EDVA 
114 Walter E. Hoffman U.S. Courthouse 
600 Granby Street 
Norfolk, VA  23510-1915 
 
 Re: No. 3:21-cv-00420, Goldman v. Northam 
 
Dear Mr. Galindo: 
 
 Enclosed for filing in the above-referenced case is an order appointing a panel of 
three judges to hear the matter pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2284.     
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      Roger L. Gregory 
 
 
cc:   Honorable Stephanie D. Thacker 
 Honorable Raymond A. Jackson 
 Honorable David J. Novak 
 James Ishida 
 Patricia Connor 
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