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Now comes Respondent The Ohio Redistricting Commission (“Commission”), by and 

through the undersigned counsel, to answer Petitioners’ Complaint and states as follows: 

1. Paragraph 1 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Adams v. DeWine, 

2022-Ohio-89 speaks for itself.  Any remaining allegations are denied. 

2. Paragraph 2 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Adams v. DeWine, 

2022-Ohio-89 speaks for itself.  Any remaining allegations are denied. 

3. Paragraph 3 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission denies the allegations in 

Paragraph 3.  

4. Paragraph 4 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission denies the allegations in 

Paragraph 4.  

5. Paragraph 5 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Article XIX of the 

Ohio Constitution speaks for itself.  The Commission denies any remaining allegations in 

Paragraph 5. 

6. The Commission denies the allegations in Paragraph 6 of the Complaint. 

7. The Commission denies the allegations in Paragraph 7 of the Complaint. 

8. Paragraph 8 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Articles IV and XIX 

of the Ohio Constitution speak for themselves.  Any remaining allegations are denied. 
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9. In response to Paragraph 9 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that 

Petitioners seek to invalidate the March 2 Congressional Plan.  The Commission denies the 

remaining allegations in Paragraph 9. 

10. In response to Paragraph 10 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that 

Petitioners seek an order from this Court to stay election-related deadlines and move the date of 

the primary date for Ohio’s congressional offices.  The Commission denies the remaining 

allegations in Paragraph 10. 

11. Paragraph 11 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that May 3, 2022, is the 

date of the primary election for Ohio’s Congressional offices.  The Commission denies the 

remaining allegations in Paragraph 11. 

12. The Commission lacks information sufficient to form a belief as to the allegations 

set forth in Paragraph 12 of the Complaint, and therefore denies the same. 

13. Paragraph 13 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission denies the allegations in 

Paragraph 13. 

14. The Commission admits the allegations in Paragraph 14 of the Complaint.  In all 

other respects, the Commission denies the allegations in Paragraph 14.  

15. The Commission admits the allegations in Paragraph 15 of the Complaint.   In all 

other respects, the Commission denies the allegations in Paragraph 15. 

16. The Commission admits the allegations in Paragraph 16 of the Complaint.  In all 

other respects, the Commission denies the allegations in Paragraph 16.    
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17. Paragraph 17 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that it was sued in its 

official capacity and that it approved the March 2 Plan.  The Commission denies the remaining 

allegations in Paragraph 17. 

18. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations regarding where the Petitioners reside.  The Commission denies the remaining 

allegations in Paragraph 18. 

19.  The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations set forth in Paragraph 19 of the Complaint, and therefore denies same.   

20. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations set forth in Paragraph 20 of the Complaint, and therefore denies same.   

21. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations set forth in Paragraph 21 of the Complaint, and therefore denies same.   

22. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations set forth in Paragraph 22 of the Complaint, and therefore denies same.   

23. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations set forth in Paragraph 23 of the Complaint, and therefore denies same.   

24. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations set forth in Paragraph 24 of the Complaint, and therefore denies same.   

25. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations set forth in Paragraph 25 of the Complaint, and therefore denies same.   

26. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations set forth in Paragraph 26 of the Complaint, and therefore denies same.   
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27. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations set forth in Paragraph 27 of the Complaint, and therefore denies same.  

28. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations set forth in Paragraph 28 of the Complaint, and therefore denies same.    

29. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations set forth in Paragraph 29 of the Complaint, and therefore denies same.  

30. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations set forth in Paragraph 30 of the Complaint, and therefore denies same.    

31. Paragraph 31 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Article XIX of the 

Ohio Constitution speaks for itself.  In all other respects, the Commission denies the allegations 

in Paragraph 31. 

32. Paragraph 32 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Article XIX of the 

Ohio Constitution speaks for itself.  In all other respects, the Commission denies the allegations 

in Paragraph 32. 

33. Paragraph 33 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Articles XI and XIX 

of the Ohio Constitution speak for themselves.  In all other respects, the Commission denies the 

allegations in Paragraph 33. 

34. Paragraph 34 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Article XIX of the 
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Ohio Constitution speaks for itself.  In all other respects, the Commission denies the allegations 

in Paragraph 34. 

35. Paragraph 35 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Article XIX of the 

Ohio Constitution speaks for itself.  In all other respects, the Commission denies the allegations 

in Paragraph 35. 

36. Paragraph 36 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Article XIX of the 

Ohio Constitution speaks for itself.  In all other respects, the Commission denies the allegations 

in Paragraph 36. 

37. Paragraph 37 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Article XIX of the 

Ohio Constitution speaks for itself.  In all other respects, the Commission denies the allegations 

in Paragraph 37. 

38. Paragraph 38 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Article XIX of the 

Ohio Constitution speaks for itself.  In all other respects, the Commission denies the allegations 

in Paragraph 38. 

39. Paragraph 39 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Article XIX of the 

Ohio Constitution speaks for itself.  In all other respects, the Commission denies the allegations 

in Paragraph 39. 
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40. Paragraph 40 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Article XIX of the 

Ohio Constitution speaks for itself.  In all other respects, the Commission denies the allegations 

in Paragraph 40. 

41. Paragraph 41 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission denies the allegations in 

Paragraph 41. 

42. Paragraph 42 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, Article XIX of the Ohio Constitution speaks for 

itself.  In all other respects, the Commission denies the allegations in Paragraph 42. 

43. Paragraph 43 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Adams v. DeWine, 

2022-Ohio-89 speaks for itself.  In all other respects, the Commission denies the allegations in 

Paragraph 43. 

44. Section “A” of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission denies the allegations in section 

“A.”  In all other respects, the Commission denies the allegations in Paragraph 44. 

45. Paragraph 44(A)1 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response 

is required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Article IV, Section 

2 of the Ohio Constitution and League of Women Voters of Ohio v. Ohio Redistricting Comm., 

                                                 
1 Petitioners’ Complaint includes two Paragraph 44s. The Commission has labeled the first as “44(A)” and the 
second as “44(B).”    
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2022-Ohio-65, speak for themselves. In all other respects, the Commission denies the allegations 

in Paragraph 44(A). 

46. Paragraph 44(B) of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response 

is required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that the Ohio 

Constitution speaks for itself.  In all other respects, the Commission denies the allegations in 

Paragraph 44(B).   

47. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations set forth in Paragraph 45 of the Complaint, and therefore denies same.  Further 

answering, the 2011 Congressional map and the public record speak for themselves.  

48. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations set forth in Paragraph 46 of the Complaint, and therefore denies same.  Further 

answering, the 2011 Congressional map and the public record speak for themselves. 

49. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations set forth in Paragraph 47 of the Complaint, and therefore denies same.  Further 

answering, the 2011 Congressional map and the public record speak for themselves. 

50. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations set forth in Paragraph 48 of the Complaint, and therefore denies same.  Further 

answering, the 2011 Congressional map and the public record speak for themselves. 

51. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations set forth in Paragraph 49 of the Complaint, and therefore denies same.  Further 

answering, the 2011 Congressional map and the public record speak for themselves. 
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52. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations set forth in Paragraph 50 of the Complaint, and therefore denies same.  Further 

answering, the 2011 Congressional map and the public record speak for themselves. 

53. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations set forth in Paragraph 51 of the Complaint, and therefore denies same.   

54. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations set forth in Paragraph 52 of the Complaint, and therefore denies same.  Further 

answering, the 2011 Congressional map, subsequent election results, and the public record speak 

for themselves. 

55. Paragraph 53 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that the cited court 

decisions speak for themselves.   

56. In response to section “B” of the Complaint, the Commission admits that Ohio 

voters enacted Article XIX of the Ohio Constitution.  The Commission lacks knowledge or 

information sufficient to form a belief as to the motivations of Ohio voters with regard to Article 

XIX, and therefore denies the remaining allegations in section “B.” 

57. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations set forth Paragraph 54 of the Complaint concerning the motivations of Ohio 

voters as it relates to Article XIX, and therefore denies the same.    

58. In response to Paragraph 55 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that S.J.R. 

5, Exhibit 12, and Exhibit 13 speak for themselves.  
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59. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 56 of the Complaint and therefore denies the same.  Further 

answering, the Ohio Constitution and Exhibit 14 speak for themselves.   

60. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 57 of the Complaint and therefore denies the same.  Further 

answering, the Ohio Constitution and Exhibit 15 speak for themselves.   

61. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 58 of the Complaint and therefore denies the same.  Further 

answering, the Ohio Constitution and Exhibit 12 speak for themselves.   

62. In response to Paragraph 59 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that the 

Ohio Constitution and the public record speak for themselves.  The Commission denies the 

remaining allegations in Paragraph 59.  

63. Paragraph 60 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Article XIX of the 

Ohio Constitution speaks for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining allegations in 

Paragraph 60. 

64. Paragraph 61 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Article XIX of the 

Ohio Constitution speaks for itself.   

65. Paragraph 62 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, Exhibit 16 speaks for itself.  In all other respects, 

the Commission denies the allegations in Paragraph 62. 
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66. Paragraph 63 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, Exhibit 17 speaks for itself.   In all other respects, 

the Commission denies the allegations in Paragraph 63. 

67. In response to Paragraph 64 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that 

Exhibit 18 speaks for itself.  In all other respects, the Commission denies the allegations in 

Paragraph 64. 

68. In response to Paragraph 65 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that the 

voters approved what is now Article XIX, and that the Commission and General Assembly must 

comply with the relative provisions of the Ohio Constitution.  Further answering, Exhibit 1 

speaks for itself.  In all other respects, the Commission denies the allegations in Paragraph 68. 

69. Section “C” and subsection “C.1” of the Complaint states legal conclusions for 

which no response is required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission denies the 

allegations in section “C” and subsection “C.1.”  In all other respects, the Commission denies the 

allegations in Paragraph 69. 

70. The Commission admits the allegations in Paragraph 66 of the Complaint.  

Further answering, Exhibit 4 speaks for itself.  In all other respects, the Commission denies the 

allegations in Paragraph 66. 

71. Paragraph 67 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, Article XIX speaks for itself. In all other respects, 

the Commission denies the allegations in Paragraph 67.  

72. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 68 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 
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process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies the same.  

Further answering, Exhibit 4 speaks for itself.   

73. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 69 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies the same.  

Further answering, Exhibit 19 speaks for itself.    

74. In response to Paragraph 70 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that the 

public record and Exhibit 20 speak for themselves.  The Commission denies the remaining 

allegations in Paragraph 70. 

75. In response to Paragraph 71 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that the 

public record, Exhibit 21, and 5 speak for themselves.  The Commission denies the remaining 

allegations in Paragraph 71. 

76. In response to Paragraph 72 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that the 

Commission held a hearing on October 28, 2021, and that the Commission did not approve a 

2021 Congressional plan.  Further answering, the public record speaks for itself.  The 

Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 72. 

77. Subsection “C.2” of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response 

is required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission lacks knowledge or 

information sufficient to form a belief as to the allegations concerning the congressional 

redistricting process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore 

denies same.  

78. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 74 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



12 

 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same. 

Further answering, Exhibits 6, 7, 8 and the public record speak for themselves.   

79. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 75 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same. 

Further answering, Exhibit 6 and the public record speak for themselves.   

80. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 76 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same.  

Further answering, Exhibit 7 and the public record speak for themselves.   

81. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 77 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same. 

Further answering, Exhibit 7 and the public record speak for themselves.   

82. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 78 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same. 

Further answering, Exhibit 8, 23 and the public record speak for themselves.   

83. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 79 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same. 

Further answering, Exhibit 7 and the public record speak for themselves.   
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84. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 80 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same. 

Further answering, Exhibit 24, 25, 26 and the public record speak for themselves.   

85. Subsection “C.3” of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response 

is required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission lacks knowledge or 

information sufficient to form a belief as to the allegations in subsection “C.3” of the Complaint 

and therefore denies same.   

86. Paragraph 81 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, Article XIX, Section 1(G) of the Ohio 

Constitution speaks for itself.    

87. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 82 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same. 

Further answering, the public record speaks for itself.   

88. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 83 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same. 

Further answering, Exhibit 27 speaks for itself.    

89. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 84 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same. 

Further answering, Exhibit 28 speaks for itself.    
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90. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 85 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same. 

Further answering, Exhibit 28 speaks for itself.    

91. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 86 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same. 

Further answering, Exhibit 29 speaks for itself.    

92. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 87 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same. 

Further answering, Exhibit 29 speaks for itself.  

93. Subsection “C.4” of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response 

is required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission lacks knowledge or 

information sufficient to form a belief as to the allegations in subsection “C.4” of the Complaint 

concerning the congressional redistricting process carried out by the General Assembly in 

November 2021, and therefore denies same.  

94.   The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 88 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same. 

Further answering, Exhibit 30, 31, and 32 speak for themselves.  
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95. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 89 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same.  

96. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 90 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same.  

97. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 91 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same.  

98. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 92 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same. 

Further answering, Exhibit 31 and the public record speak for themselves.  

99. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 93 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same.  

Further answering, Article XIX of the Ohio Constitution and the public record speak for 

themselves. 

100. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 94 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same. 

Further answering, Exhibit 33 and the public record speak for themselves.  
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101. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 95 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same. 

Further answering, Exhibit 34 and the public record speak for themselves. 

102. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 96 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same. 

Further answering, Exhibit 35, 36 and the public record speak for themselves.  

103. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 97 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same. 

Further answering, the public record and Exhibit 32 speak for themselves.   

104. In response to section “D” of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no 

response is required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that this 

Court’s decision in Adams v. DeWine, 2022-Ohio-89 speaks for itself.  In all other respects, the 

Commission denies the allegations in section “D”. 

105. Paragraph 98 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Article XIX of the 

Ohio Constitution speaks for itself.  In all other respects, the Commission denies the allegations 

in Paragraph 98. 

106. In response to Paragraph 99 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that 

Petitioners sued Respondents regarding the November 20 Plan.  Further answering, the 
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Complaint in Adams v. DeWine, No. 2021-1428 (Ohio 2021), speaks for itself.  In all other 

respects, the Commission denies the allegations in Paragraph 99. 

107. In response to Paragraph 100 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that this 

Court’s decision in Adams v. DeWine, 2022-Ohio-89 speaks for itself.  In all other respects, the 

Commission denies the allegations in Paragraph 100. 

108. In response to Paragraph 101 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that this 

Court’s decision in Adams v. DeWine, 2022-Ohio-89 speaks for itself.  In all other respects, the 

Commission denies the allegations in Paragraph 101. 

109. In response to Paragraph 102 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that this 

Court’s decision in Adams v. DeWine, 2022-Ohio-89 speaks for itself.  In all other respects, the 

Commission denies the allegations in Paragraph 102. 

110. In response to Paragraph 103 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that this 

Court’s decision in Adams v. DeWine, 2022-Ohio-89 speaks for itself.  In all other respects, the 

Commission denies the allegations in Paragraph 103. 

111. In response to Paragraph 104 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that this 

Court’s decision in Adams v. DeWine, 2022-Ohio-89 speaks for itself.  In all other respects, the 

Commission denies the allegations in Paragraph 104. 

112. Section “E” of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission lacks knowledge or information 

sufficient to form a belief as to the allegations in to section “E” of the Complaint regarding the 

actions taken or not taken by the General Assembly following the Court’s decision in Adams v. 

DeWine, 2022-Ohio-89 and therefore denies same.  
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113. In response to Paragraph 105 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that the 

General Assembly did not pass a new Congressional plan following this Court’s decision in 

Adams v. DeWine, 2022-Ohio-89.  Any remaining allegations are legal conclusions for which no 

response is required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Article 

XIX of the Ohio Constitution speaks for itself.   

114. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 106 of the Complaint regarding the actions taken or not taken by the 

General Assembly following the Court’s decision in Adams v. DeWine, 2022-Ohio-89 and 

therefore denies same.  Further answering, Exhibits 41, 42, 43, 44 and the public record speak 

for themselves.   

115. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 107 of the Complaint and therefore denies same.  Further answering, 

Exhibits 45, 46, 47, and 50 speak for themselves.  

116. The Commission admits that this Court’s decision in LWV II speaks for itself.  

The Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 108.  

117. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 109 of the Complaint and therefore denies same.  Further answering, 

the public record and Exhibits 45, 48, 49, and 50 speak for themselves.  

118. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 110 of the Complaint and therefore denies same.  Further answering, 

Exhibits 51 and 52 speak for themselves.  
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119. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 111 of the Complaint and therefore denies same.  Further answering, 

the public record speaks for itself.  

120. The Commission denies the allegations in Section “F” and subsection “F.1” of the 

Complaint.  

121. In response to Paragraph 112 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that 

Exhibits 54, 55 and the public record speak for themselves.  The Commission denies the 

remaining allegations in Paragraph 112.  

122. In response to Paragraph 113 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that 

Exhibit 55 and the public record speak for themselves.  The Commission denies the remaining 

allegations in Paragraph 113.  

123. In response to Paragraph 114 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that 

Exhibits 58, 59, 60 and the public record speak for themselves.  The Commission denies the 

remaining allegations in Paragraph 114.  

124. Subsection “F.2” of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response 

is required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission denies the allegations in 

Subsection “F.2.” 

125. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 115 of the Complaint and therefore denies same.  Further answering, 

Exhibit 67 and the public record speak for themselves.  

126. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 116 of the Complaint and therefore denies same.  Further answering, 

Exhibits 63 and 65 speak for themselves.   
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127. In response to Paragraph 117 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that 

Exhibit 67 and the public record speak for themselves.  The Commission denies the remaining 

allegations in Paragraph 117. 

128. In response to Paragraph 118 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that 

Exhibit 67 and the public record speak for themselves.  The Commission denies the remaining 

allegations in Paragraph 118. 

129. In response to Paragraph 119 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that 

Exhibit 67 and the public record speak for themselves.  The Commission denies the remaining 

allegations in Paragraph 119. 

130. In response to Paragraph 120 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that 

Exhibit 69 and the public record speak for themselves.  The Commission denies the remaining 

allegations in Paragraph 120. 

131. In response to Paragraph 121 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that 

Exhibit 69 and the public record speak for themselves.  The Commission denies the remaining 

allegations in Paragraph 121. 

132. In response to Paragraph 122 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that 

Exhibit 69 and the public record speak for themselves.  The Commission denies the remaining 

allegations in Paragraph 122. 

133. In response to Paragraph 123 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that 

Exhibit 69 and the public record speak for themselves.  The Commission denies the remaining 

allegations in Paragraph 123. 
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134. In response to Paragraph 124 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that 

Exhibit 69 and the public record speak for themselves.  The Commission denies the remaining 

allegations in Paragraph 124. 

135. In response to Paragraph 125 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that 

Exhibit 73 speaks for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 125. 

136. Subsection “G” of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission denies the allegations in 

Subsection “G.” 

137. Paragraph 126 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission denies the allegations as against 

the March 2 Plan. 

138. Subsection “G.1” of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response 

is required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission denies the allegations in 

Subsection “G.1.” 

139. Paragraph 127 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that cited affidavit speaks 

for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 127 of the Complaint. 

140. Paragraph 128 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that cited affidavit speaks 

for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 128 of the Complaint. 

141. Paragraph 129 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that cited affidavit speaks 

for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 129 of the Complaint. 
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142. Paragraph 130 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that cited affidavit speaks 

for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 130 of the Complaint. 

143. Subsection “G.2” of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response 

is required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission denies the allegations in 

Subsection “G.2.” 

144. Paragraph 131 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that cited affidavit speaks 

for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 131 of the Complaint. 

145. Paragraph 132 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that cited affidavit speaks 

for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 132 of the Complaint. 

146. Paragraph 133 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that cited affidavit speaks 

for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 133 of the Complaint. 

147. Paragraph 134 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that cited affidavit speaks 

for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 134 of the Complaint. 

148. Paragraph 135 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that cited affidavit speaks 

for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 135 of the Complaint. 
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149. Subsection “G.3” of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response 

is required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission denies the allegations in 

Subsection “G.3.” 

150. Paragraph 136 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that cited affidavit speaks 

for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 136. 

151. Paragraph 137 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that cited affidavit speaks 

for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 137. 

152. Paragraph 138 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that cited affidavit speaks 

for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 138. 

153. Paragraph 139 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that cited affidavit speaks 

for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 139. 

154. Paragraph 140 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that cited affidavit speaks 

for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 140. 

155. Paragraph 141 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that cited affidavit speaks 

for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 141. 
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156. Paragraph 142 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that cited affidavit speaks 

for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 142. 

157. Section “H” of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that the primary election 

of Ohio’s congressional districts is set for May 3, 2022.  The Commission denies the remaining 

allegations in Section “H.” 

158. In response to Paragraph 143 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that the 

Commission approved the March 2 Plan approximately two months before the May 3, 2022 

primary election date for Ohio’s congressional districts.  The Commission denies the remaining 

allegations in Paragraph 143 of the Complaint. 

159. In response to Paragraph 144 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that 

Exhibit 74 speaks for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 144. 

160. The Commission admits the allegations in Paragraph 145 of the Complaint.  

161.  In response to Paragraph 146 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that 

Exhibit 61 speaks for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 146. 

162. The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to 

the allegations in Paragraph 147 of the Complaint concerning the congressional redistricting 

process carried out by the General Assembly in November 2021, and therefore denies same.  The 

Commission denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 147. 
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“FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION – Violation of Article XIX, Section 1(C)(3)(a) of the 
Ohio Constitution” 

163. To the extent that Paragraph 148 of the Complaint restates and reincorporates 

other paragraphs of the Complaint, all defenses and averments are specifically incorporated by 

reference.   

164. Paragraph 149 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that the public record and 

Article XIX of the Ohio Constitution speak for themselves.  The Commission denies the 

remaining allegations in Paragraph 149. 

165. In response to Paragraph 150 of the Complaint, the Commission admits that 

Article XIX of the Ohio Constitution speaks for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining 

allegations in Paragraph 150. 

166. Paragraph 151 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Article XIX of the 

Ohio Constitution and Adams v. DeWine, 2022-Ohio-89, speak for themselves.  The Commission 

denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 151. 

167. Paragraph 152 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission denies the allegations in 

Paragraph 152 with respect to the March 2 Plan.  The Commission lacks knowledge or 

information sufficient to form a belief as to the allegations concerning the November 20 Plan 

approved by the General Assembly, and therefore denies same.   

168. The Commission denies the allegations in Paragraph 153 of the Complaint with 

respect to the March 2 Plan.  The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form 

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



26 

 

a belief as to the allegations concerning the November 20 Plan approved by the General 

Assembly, and therefore denies same.   

169. The Commission denies the allegations in Paragraph 154 of the Complaint with 

respect to the March 2 Plan.  The Commission lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form 

a belief as to the allegations concerning the November 20 Plan approved by the General 

Assembly, and therefore denies same.   

170. Paragraph 155 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission denies the allegations in 

Paragraph 155.  

171. Paragraph 156 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission denies the allegations in 

Paragraph 156.  

172. In response to Paragraph 157 of the Complaint, the Commission denies that 

Petitioners are entitled to the relief sought in the Complaint.  

173. In response to Paragraph 158 of the Complaint, the Commission denies the 

allegations as against the Commission with respect to the March 2 Plan.  The Commission lacks 

knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the allegations concerning the 

November 20 Plan approved by the General Assembly, and therefore denies same.   

“SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION – Violation of Article XIX, Section 1(C)(3)(b) of the Ohio 
Constitution” 

174. To the extent that Paragraph 159 of the Complaint restates and reincorporates 

other paragraphs of the Complaint, all defenses and averments are specifically incorporated by 

reference.  
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175. Paragraph 160 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Article XIX of the 

Ohio Constitution and the public record speak for themselves.  The Commission denies the 

remaining allegations in Paragraph 160. 

176. Paragraph 161 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Article XIX of the 

Ohio Constitution speaks for itself.  The Commission denies the remaining allegations in 

Paragraph 161. 

177. Paragraph 162 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission admits that Article XIX of the 

Ohio Constitution and Adams v. DeWine, 2022-Ohio-89 speak for themselves.  The Commission 

denies the remaining allegations in Paragraph 162. 

178. Paragraph 163 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission denies the allegations in 

Paragraph 163. 

179. Paragraph 164 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission denies the allegations in 

Paragraph 164. 

180. In response to Paragraph 165 of the Complaint, the Commission denies that 

Petitioners are entitled to the relief sought in the Complaint. 

181. Paragraph 166 of the Complaint states legal conclusions for which no response is 

required.  To the extent a response is required, the Commission denies the allegations in 

Paragraph 166. 
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182. The Commission denies any allegation in the Complaint that is not specifically 

admitted herein, and further denies that the Neiman Petitioners are entitled to any of the relief 

requested in the Complaint. 

FIRST DEFENSE 

1. As its first defense, the Commission states that the Complaint, and each cause of 

action therein, fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted. 

SECOND DEFENSE 

2. As its second defense, the Commission states that the March 2, 2022 

Congressional Plan is presumed to be constitutional under applicable law. 

THIRD DEFENSE 

3. As its third defense, the Commission states that Petitioners cannot establish that 

the March 2 Congressional Plan is unconstitutional beyond a reasonable doubt. 

FOURTH DEFENSE 

4. As its fourth defense, the Commission states that it has, at all times, acted in 

conformance with applicable law in connection with the allegations set forth in the Complaint. 

RESERVATION OF ADDITIONAL DEFENSES 

5. The Commission reserves the right to raise additional defenses, including 

affirmative defenses, as they become known or available.  

   

Date: April 15, 2022 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

/s/ Ashley T. Merino     
Erik J. Clark (0078732), Trial Attorney 
Ashley T. Merino (0096853) 
ORGAN LAW LLP 
1330 Dublin Road 
Columbus, Ohio  43215 
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614.481.0900 (T) 
614.481.0904 (F) 
ejclark@organlegal.com 
amerino@organlegal.com 
 
Special Counsel to Attorney General Dave 
Yost 

Counsel for Defendant The Ohio Redistricting 
Commission  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 The undersigned hereby certifies that on April 15, 2022, a copy of the foregoing 

was served by electronic mail upon the following: 

Donald J. McTigue, Esq. 
Derek S. Clinger, Esq. 
MCTIGUE & COLOMBO LLC 
545 East Town Street 
Columbus, Ohio  43215 
614.263.7000 
614.368.6961 (facsimile) 
dmctigue@electionlawgroup.com 
dclinger@electionlawgroup.com 
 
Jyoti Jasrasaria, Esq. 
Spencer W. Klein, Esq.  
Harleen K. Gambhir, Esq. 
Raisa M. Cramer, Esq. 
ELIAS LAW GROUP 
10 G St NE, Suite 600 
Washington, DC  20002 
202.968.4490 
202.968.4498 (facsimile) 
jjasrasaria@elias.law 
sklein@elias.law 
hgambhir@elias.law 
 
Abha Khanna, Esq. 
Ben Stafford, Esq. 
ELIAS LAW GROUP 
1700 Seventh Ave, Suite 2100 
Seattle, Washington  98101 
206.656.0176 
206.656.0180 (facsimile) 
akhanna@elias.law 
bstafford@elias.law 
 
Counsel for Petitioners  

Dave Yost 
Ohio Attorney General 
 
Julie M. Pfeiffer, Esq. 
Michael A. Walton, Esq. 
Jonathan D. Blanton, Esq. 
Allison D. Daniel, Esq.  
OFFICE OF THE OHIO ATTORNEY 
GENERAL 
30 E. Broad Street, 16th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio  43215 
614.466.2872 
614.782.7592 (facsimile) 
Julie.Pfeiffer@OhioAGO.gov 
Jonathan.Blanton@OhioAGO.gov 
Michael.Walton@OhioAGO.gov 
Allison.Daniel@OhioAGO.gov. 
 
Counsel for Respondents Ohio Secretary of 
State LaRose 
 
Phillip J. Strach, Esq.   
Thomas A. Farr, Esq.   
John E. Branch, III, Esq.   
Alyssa M. Riggins, Esq. 
NELSON MULLINS RILEY & 
SCARBOROUGH LLP 
4140 Parklake Avenue, Suite 200 
Raleigh, North Carolina  27612 
919.329.3800 
919.329.3799 (facsimile) 
phil.strach@nelsonmullins.com 
tom.farr@nelsonmullins.com 
jonh.branch@nelsonmullins.com 
 
W. Stuart Dornette, Esq. 
Beth A. Bryan, Esq. 
Philip D. Williamson, Esq. 
TAFT STETTINIUS & HOLLISTER LLP 
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425 Walnut St., Suite 1800 
Cincinnati, Ohio  45202-3957 
513.381.2838 
513.381.0205 (facsimile) 
dornette@taftlaw.com 
bryan@taftlaw.com 
pwilliamson@taftlaw.com 
 
Counsel for Respondents Huffman and Cupp 
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