NINETEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE, STATE OF LOUISIANA
NUMBER C-716690 SECTION 24

JAMES BULLMAN, KIRK GREEN, STEPHEN HANDWERK, DARRYL MALEK-
WILEY, AMBER ROBINSON, and POOJA PRAZID

VERSUS

R. KYLE ARDOIN, IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS
LOUISIANA SECRETARY OF STATE

:\-****************CONSOLIDATED WITH*****************

NUMBER C-716837 SECTION 25
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
(“NAACP”) LOUISIANA STATE CONFERENCE, POWER COALITION FOR EQUITY
AND JUSTICE, DOROTHY NAIRNE, EDWIN RENE SOULE, ALICE WASHINGTON,
AND CLEE EARNEST LOWE
VERSUS

R. KYLE ARDOIN, IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS
LOUISIANA SECRETARY OF STATE

MOTION TO CONSOLIDATE

NOW INTO COURT, through undersigned counsel, appearing solely for the purpose of
this motion, comes Defendant, R. Kyle Ardoin, in his official capacity as the Secretary of State for
the State of Louisiana, who respectfully moves this this Court to order the consolidation of the
above-captioned cases for the reasons set forth herein.!

1.

The petition in Bullman et al. v. Ardoin, Docket No. C-716690, was filed on March 10,
2022, and it alleges that the current configuration of Louisiana’s congressional districts violate the
Louisiana and United States Constitutions, as well as asking hits Court to implement a new
congressional district plan that complies with the United States and Louisiana Constitutions,

among other requests for relief.

| A memorandum is not necessary for this motion, pursuant to Uniform Rule 9.9(g)(8).



2.

The petition in NAACP Louisiana State Conference et al. v. Ardoin, Docket No. C-716837
was filed on March 15, 2022 and alleges the current configuration of Louisiana’s congressional
districts violates the United States Constitution and asks this Court to adopt and implement a
congressional district plan that complies with the U.S. Constitution.

3.

Pursuant to Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure article 1561, a court may order

consolidation of actions where “common issues of fact and law predominate.”
4.

Defendant Secretary of State maintains that common issues of fact and law predominate
here.

5.

The petitions in both of the above-captioned cases challenge the current makeup of
Louisiana’s congressional districts, as well as requesting the court to adopt new districts.

6.

The petitions in both cases present common issues of fact, including recent information
from the Census, including vopulation and demographic information, as well as recent action by
the Legislature and Governor.

7.

The petitions in both cases present common issues of law, including Article 1, Section 2 of

the United States Constitution and Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act.
8.

The petitions in both cases allege that their harm is the result of an impasse between the

Legislature and Governor regarding the adoption of Congressional districts.
9.
The petitions in both cases allege that it is not likely that the Legislature will adopt new

Congressional districts using the 2020 Census data in time to conduct the 2022 Congressional

elections.



10.
The petitions in both cases allege that the current Congressional districts are
malapportioned and violate the Constitution, as well as additional relief.
L.
The plaintiffs in both cases include individuals who claim to be registered voters in the

State of Louisiana.

12,
The defendant is the same in both cases, the Louisiana Secretary of State R. Kyle Ardoin.
13.
The consolidation of these cases would improve judicial efficiency and allocation of
resources for the Court, as well as for the State defendant.
14.
The failure to consolidate these cases could potentially result in outcomes that could
conflict with each other from two different jucges in this Court.
15
Consolidation of these cases would not violate La. C.C.P. art. 1561 because it would not
cause jury confusion, preveat a fair and impartial trial, give one party an undue advantage, or

prejudice the rights of any party.

16.

Counsel for Defendant has contacted counsel for Plaintiffs in both cases, and the
Intervenors in Docket No. 716690, and counsel for Plaintiffs and Intervenors have stated they have
no objection to the consolidation of these suits.

WHEREFORE, Defendant, R. Kyle Ardoin, in his official capacity as the Secretary of
State for the State of Louisiana, respectfully asks this Court to consolidate the above-captioned

cases in the first-filed action for discovery, motions, hearings and trial, in accordance with La.

C.C.P. art. 1561.



Respectfully submitted,

JEFF LANDRY
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Car “Jones (LSBA #07474)

Ang€lique Duhon Freel (LSBA #28561)

Jeffrey M. Wale (LSBA #36070)

Lauryn A. Sudduth (LSBA #37945)

Assistant Attorneys General

Louisiana Department of Justice, Civil Division

P.O. Box 94005

Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Telephone: (225) 326-6060

Facsimile: (225) 326-6098

Email: jonescar(@ag.louisiana.gov
walej@ag. louisiana.gov
sudduthi@ag.louisiana.gov

Jennifer O. Bollinger (LSBA # 32349)
P.O. Box 94125

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9125
Telephone: 225-922-2880

Fax: 225-922-2003

Email: jennifer.bollinger{@sos.la.gov

Counsel for the Secretary of State

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of the above and foregoing exceptions with proposed
rule to show cause has on this date been served upon all known counsel of record by electronic
mail at the email address provided.

Baton Rouge, Louisiana, this 21* day of March, 2022.

cht:rey, . Wale o

LSBA No. 36070




NINETEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE, STATE OF LOUISIANA
NUMBER C-716690 SECTION 24

JAMES BULLMAN, KIRK GREEN, STEPHEN HANDWERK, DARRYL MALEK-
WILEY, AMBER ROBINSON, and POOJA PRAZID

VERSUS

R. KYLE ARDOIN, IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS
LOUISIANA SECRETARY OF STATE

*****************CONSOLIDATED WITH*****************

NUMBER C-716837 SECTION 25
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
(“NAACP”) LOUISIANA STATE CONFERENCE, POWER COALITION FOR EQUITY
AND JUSTICE, DOROTHY NAIRNE, EDWIN RENK SOULE, ALICE WASHINGTON,
AND CLEE EARNEST LOWE
VERSUS

R. KYLE ARDOIN, I\ HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS
LOUISIANA SECRETARY OF STATE

ORDER
Considering the foregoing Motion to Consolidate by Defendant, R. Kyle Ardoin, in his official
capacity as the Secretary of State for the State of Louisiana,
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the above-captioned cases, Bullman et al. v. Ardoin,
Docket No. C-716690 and NAACP Louisiana State Conference et al. v. Ardoin, Docket No. C-
716837 be consolidated in Section 24 of the 19" Judicial District Court.

Baton Rouge, Louisiana this day of . 2022,

JUDGE DONALD R. JOHNSON
SECTION 24
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
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Jennifer Wise Moroux



Walters, Papillion, Thomas,

Cullens, LLC

12345 Perkins Road, Building One

Baton Rouge, LA 70810

Telephone: (225) 236-3636

Facsimile: (225) 236-3650

Email: papillion‘«/lawbr.net
crasto/@lawbr.net
imorouxialawbr.net

Abha Khanna

Jonathan P. Hawley

1700 Seventh Ave., Suite 2100

Seattle, WA 98101

Telephone: (206) 656-0177

Facsimile: (206) 656-0180

Email: AKhannawelias.law
JHawleyiaiclias.law

Lali Madduri

Olivia Sedwick

Jacob D. Shelly

10 G Street NE, Suite 600

Washington, DC 20002

Telephone: (202) 968-4518

Facsimile: (202) 968-4498

Email: LMadduri(@elias.law
OSedwick/gelias.law
JShellviaelias.law

Judy Y. Barrasso

Viviana Aldous

Barrasso Usdin Kupperman

Freeman & Sarver LLC

909 Poydras Street, Suite 2350

New Orleans, LA 70112

Telephone: (504) 589-9700

Facsimile: (504) 589-9701

Email: {barrasso/a barrassousdin.com
valdousi/ibarrassousdin.com

Keri L. Holleb Hotaling

Andrew J. Plague

Jenner & Block LLP

353 North Clark Street

Chicago, IL 60654

Telephone: (312) 923-2975

Email: khotalingjenner.com
aplague@jenner.com

Sam Hirsch

Jessica Ring Amunson

Alex S. Trepp
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John Adcock

ADCOCK LAW LLC
Louisiana Bar No. 30372
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New Orleans, LA 70119
Telephone: (504) 233-3125
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