










































































Exhibit 1



I E 1 Search Q
Frank LaRose
|  ©fio Searetary of State |

Home / Media Center / Press Releases / 2022

MEDIA CENTER

3/2/2022

LAROSE ISSUES DIRECTIVE TO COUNTY BOARDSTO
INCLUDE CONGRESSIONAL CANDIDATES ON®MAY 3RD
PRIMARY BALLOT PURSUANT TO THE RERISTRICTING
COMMISSION’S APPROVAL OF NEW CONGRESSIONAL
MAPS

Today, Ohio Secretary of State Frank LaRose diiecied Ohio’s 88 county boards of
elections to begin taking the necessary steps to place candidates for the U.S. House of
Representatives on the May 3rd primary ballot. The order is pursuant to today's Ohio
Redistricting Commission's passage of a four-year map for Ohio Congressional districts.
On Saturday, the Secretary issued a similar directive to the Boards instructing them to
include candidates for the Ohio General Assembly on the primary ballot.

“I recognize the tremendous challenges facing our county boards of elections given the
incredibly short timeline and the myriad preparations and procedures that must be
satisfied before the May 3rd Primary Election,” said Secretary LaRose. “However, only
the General Assembly can set an election date, and they have made it abundantly clear
that the 2022 primary is to be held May 3rd. Accordingly, today's directive instructs our
county boards to immediately begin preparing for a single primary date for all statewide,
Congressional, and State House and State Senate candidates to appear on a unified
ballot. While accomplishing this will be difficult, | am confident that our tested,
professional county boards will do everything within their power to execute on what we
have all been instructed to do."

Today, Secretary LaRose provided the county boards of elections with the new
Congressional district data necessary to fulfill that directive, along with instructions to do
the following:

+ Take immediate action to reprogram their voter registration system by incorporating
the updated Congressional district boundaries; and
» Follow updated procedures for filing and signature validity for Congressional races.



The directive also provides clear guidance for candidates who wish to file petitions to run
for the U.S. House. Those candidates may file in the most populous county of the district
they seek to represent, as established by Senate Bill 258. If the most populous county
has changed after passage of the new district plan by the Ohio Redistricting
Commission, the board of elections where the candidate previously filed will transfer the
filing documents to the new most populous county board of elections in the new district.
Conversely, the directive also notes that any U.S. House candidate who has not yet filed
their petition, must now file it with the most populous county board of elections in their
newly created district, and must do so by 4:00 p.m. on March 4, 2022.

To help our county boards of elections respond to the current array of challenges, earlier
today, the Ohio General Assembly appropriated $9 million to better support additional
election administration costs resulting from the condensed election timeline. The
appropriation was approved in response to a specific request from the Secretary.

ways in which the funding will be used in a press release that can be read here.

Ohioans can view the new Congressional districts for 2022-2026 by clicking_here.
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he U.S. Department of Defense denied Ohio's request to delay sending ballots to military and overseas voters amid the chaos of trying to
l hold a primary without finalized statehouse and congressional maps.

© Andrew Welsh-Huggins, AP

Ohio Secretary of State Frank LaRose, right, talks about state legislative maps as a member of the Ohio Redistricting Commission. His request to delay sending military ballots because of
redistricting uncertainty was denied.
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Ohio Secretary of State Frank LaRose had asked federal officials to relieve some pressure on election officials already overwhelmed by missed
deadlines and an extremely tight turnaround to hold a complete May 3rd primary — without certainty that the most recent maps will be the final
ones.

Under federal law, these ballots must be sent 45 days before the primary. In Ohio, that means sending ballots for a May 3rd primary on March
18. LaRose's goal was to send those ballots by April 5 instead.

Start the day smarter. Get all the news you need in your inbox each morning.

But the Department of Defense denied Ohio's request Friday. A federal official reviewing the waiver agreed that Ohio was in a bind because of
lawsuits challenging maps and lawmakers' unwillingness to move the primary.

The Ohio Supreme Court has ruled on the matter

The Ohio Supreme Court has already rejected state House and Senate map proposals twice and a congressional map once. The process of
drawing districts, which LaRose is a part of as a member of the Ohio Redistricting Commission, has been bogged down by partisanship and
delays.

However, the official said LaRose didn't have an alternative plan that would provide those voters "sufficient time to receive, mark and return their
ballots in time to be counted.”

LaRose said, in a statement, that he would work with Ohio lawmakers and federal officials to finc."a workable solution that meets the needs of

our military members." In the 2018 primary election, 1,074 military and overseas ballots were counted.

Related video: Ohio bill ending conceal carry permit mandate heads to governor (WIZWT Cincinnati)
LS l

<

BILL WOULD LOOSEN FIREARMS RESTRICTIONS

OHIO WOULD NO LONGER REQUIRE CONCEALED CARRY PERMITS WLWT

“After serving overseas myself, | can remember getting that ballot in the mail and the special connection it gave me to home,” said LaRose, an
Army veteran and current member of the Army Reserve. “The legislature has made it clear that the primary election will take place on May 3rd,
so I'm going to do everything in my power to ensure our military men and women can make their voices heard.”
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But it's not clear what that "workable solution" would be. On Wednesday, Republican lawmakers in the Ohio House rejected an attempt from
Democrats to move the primary to June 21. Moving the primary would require support from two-thirds of lawmakers in each chamber for the
change to take effect immediately — votes that simply aren't there right now.

KFI 42" Round Bar Height Bistro
Restaurant Table, White Table/Blac...

Democratic and voting rights groups suing over Ohio's maps have asked the Ohio Supreme Court to
take action, perhaps even blocking the May 3rd primary if lawmakers won't move it.

Alternatives to the May 3rd primary are messy and possibly expensive. LaRose proposed moving the
entire primary to June or later. The second option is holding two primaries — one for statewide and
local elections unaffected by maps on May 3 — and another later election for congressional,
statehouse and other races.

LaRose estimated that a second primary could cost Ohio between $20 million and $25 million. On
Wednesday, lawmakers approved $9 million to help local election officials with overtime and staffing
costs associated with setting up a May 3rd primary.

If Ohio doesn't send military and overseas ballots 45 days before the primary, the U.S. attorney

general could sue the state. That happened in Arizona in 2018 and Illinois in 2015 when the states didn't hit their deadline to send ballots for
special elections.

Read the denial here:

Jessie Balmert is a reporter for the USA TODAY Network Ohio Bureau, which serves the Akron Beacon Journal, Cincinnati Enquirer, Columbus
Dispatch and 18 other affiliated news organizations across Ohio.

Get more political analysis by listening to the Ohio Politics Explained podcast
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DIRECTIVE 2022-29
March 11, 2022

To:  All County Boards of Elections
Directors, Deputy Directors, and Members

Re:  Legislation Regarding Uniformed and Overseas Citizens’ Absentee Ballots and Ballot
Transmission Instructions

SUMMARY

On March 10, 2022, the Ohio Senate concurred in House amendments to Substitute Senate
Bill 11 (“S.B. 117) to modify procedures for uniformed services and overseas citizens’ absentee
(“UOCAVA”) voting in the 2022 primary election. Governor DeWine signed the bill into law today.
The temporary provisions related to the 2022 primary election adjust the state deadline to print and
send UOCAVA ballots; extend the time for UOCAVA ballots to be returned; require the Secretary of
State to take steps to expedite the delivery and return of UOCAV A ballots; and appropriate $200,000
to implement the bill’s requirements. This Directive provides an overview of the temporary law in
S.B. 11 and instructions for issuing UOCAVA ballots.

INSTRUCTIONS

Boards of elections must not print ballots until after the March 17, 2022 protest deadline for
the offices of U.S. House, Ohio House, Ohic Senate, and State Central Committee. However, boards
may begin to program and proof ballots as soon as candidates are certified to appear on the ballot.
The most populous board of elections of a district must immediately notify less populous county
boards of elections as soon as a proiest is resolved against a candidate.

I. TEMPORARY LAW REGARDING BALLOTS FOR UOCAVA VOTERS

S.B. 11 makes the following changes to the administration of the May 3, 2022 Primary
Election:

e Requires UOCAVA ballots to be ready for use no later than Tuesday, April 5, 2022 (the
first day after the close of voter registration before the election), instead of March 18,
20221

e Allows UOCAVA ballots to be counted if returned by mail and received at the office of
the board of elections by the 20" day after the election, instead of the 10" day, unless the
identification envelope is signed after the close of polls on Election Day.?

'S.B. 11, Section 5(A).
28.B. 11, Section 5(B).

22 North Fourth Street | Columbus, Ohio 43215 | 877.767.6446 | OhioSoS.gov




e Extends the amount of time a person may mail a UOCAV A ballot for return to their county
board of elections from 12:01 a.m. at the place where the voter completes their ballot® to
any time prior to the close of polls on Election Day.*

e Requires the Secretary of State to take steps to expedite the delivery and return of
uniformed services and overseas absent voter’s ballots.”

e Permits the Secretary of State to adjust the deadlines for boards of elections to conduct the
canvass of the election returns, to accommodate the delayed ballot return deadline.®

As stated above, S.B. 11 requires UOCAVA ballots to be ready for use no later than Tuesday,
April 5, 2022. A board of elections should transmit UOCAV A ballots as soon as possible to voters
who submitted an absentee ballot application if the following condition applies:

e No protest is filed against any candidate for U.S. House, Ohio House, Ohio Senate, and
State Central Committee, or the protests have been resolved.

An upcoming directive for the unofficial and official canvasses for the 2022 primary election
will include adjusted deadlines for completion of the canvasses.

II. INSTRUCTIONS FOR EXPEDITED MAILING OF UGCAVA BALLOTS

S.B. 11 requires expedited delivery and return of UOCAVA ballots. If the UOCAVA voter
did not indicate a preference for delivery or indicated mail as their preferred delivery method, a board
of elections must contact the voter, explain the time constraints for return of the ballot, and offer
expedited delivery via email or fax. Boards must use the voter’s telephone number, even if it is an
international number, and email address, if availabiz, to contact them. A board may accept a voter’s
change in delivery preference by phone or emal, rather than requiring the voter to submit a new
Federal Post Card Application (“FPCA”).or other form of absentee ballot application. If the
UOCAVA voter still prefers to receive their ballot by mail, the board must follow the instructions
below to expedite delivery.

For expedited shipping thiough the United States Postal Service (“USPS”), the board must
utilize an existing service (e.g. Pitney Bowes, Neopost, etc.) or create and/or utilize a Click-N-Ship
account to create a mailing label with the appropriate postage type for that voter’s return ballot. For
expedited shipping through a private carrier (e.g., FedEx, DHL, UPS, etc.), a board of elections must
create an account on the carrier’s website, if an account is not already established. Boards of elections
must use the account to create prepaid shipping labels for the expedited return of the ballot from the
voter. Boards must select the quickest and earliest version of shipping possible for ballot return.
Boards must diligently create, proof, and address mailing and return labels to ensure the ballot is
promptly delivered to the voter and returned timely to the board of elections.

A. DELIVERY OF THE UOCAVA BALLOT

Boards must use the UOCAVA absentee ballot instructions (Form 12-K. updated March 11,
2022) and print the instructions on standard letter-sized paper if mailing the absentee ballot to the

3R.C.3511.09.

4S.B. 11, Section 5(B).
> S.B. 11, Section 5(C).
¢S.B. 11, Section 5(D).
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e For non-military overseas voters, setup and use an account with a private carrier to
prepare a label containing the board’s account number. This prepared label must be
provided electronically or by mail, if the ballot is delivered by mail. Boards should use
information available on websites or contact the delivery service directly to determine the
best and fasted shipping service for the delivery of the ballot to the board of elections.
Boards must include “United States of America” when inserting the board’s address into
the label.

C. STATE FUNDING FOR EXPEDITED MAILING OF UOCAVA BALLOTS

Boards of elections may use their grant allocation from S.B. 9 and the new appropriation of
funds in S.B. 11 to pay the costs for expedited delivery and return of UOCAVA ballots. Our Office
will soon issue additional guidance regarding the S.B. 11 funds.

More information regarding the logistics of expedited mailing for UOCAVA ballots will be
provided as soon as possible. If you have any questions concerning this Directive, please contact the
Secretary of State’s elections counsel at (614) 728-8789.

Yours in service, 2

rank LaRose
Ohio Secretary of State

Office of the Ohio Secretary of State 4 | page









“The important thing here is that the court rejected all of the efforts by the State Legislature and the attorney general to dismiss the case,”
said John J. Faso, a former congressman from New York who is serving as a spokesman for the Republican challengers — a group of New
York residents backed by deep-pocketed national Republican groups.

How U.S. Redistricting Works

What is redistricting? It's the redrawing of the boundaries of congressional and state legislative districts. It happens every 10 years, after the
census, to reflect changes in population.

Mr. Faso said that the Republican lawyers would continue to argue that there was enough time to draw new maps for use in this year’s
elections. “You can’t really allow an election to take place if the lines are declared unconstitutional, and there is time for a remedy,” he said.

Democratic leaders have not disputed that the maps may produce gains for their party. But they say that those gains would result not from
their mapmakers’ partisan motives but from the realities of population shifts that have made an already blue state much bluer since the
last redistricting cycle in 2012.

Redistricting experts have called New York’s new maps a political gerrymander. But proving that beyond a reasonable doubt in court,
where judges tend to show deference to lawmakers, may be difficult. Justice McAllister called it a “high bar” on Thursday.

If the maps are tossed out, New Yorkers could be asked to vote in three consecutive years for House members and state senators — in
regularly scheduled elections in 2022 and 2024, as well as a special election in 2023.

Lawyers for the Democrats vowed to immediately appeal the judge’s order to hand over documents quickly, which could further
complicate the proceeding. Under special rules used to speed up the case, Justice Mcadlister must render a verdict by April 4.

Luis Ferré-Sadurni contributed reporting.
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ALBANY - New York’s 2022 federal and state elections will
proceed as a state court weighs the constitutionality of
congressional and state Senate district maps passed by
the Democratic-led Legislature this year but accused by a
group of voters as being biased, a state judge said

Thursday.

The judge heard arguments in the town of Bath in Steuben
County over a lawsuit launched by the voters in
Republican-friendly communities who want to block the
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a couple of months,” he said. “Therefore, striking these
maps would more likely than not leave New York state

without any duly elected congressional delegates.”
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He also suggested that he could call for new elections next

year if he decides to toss the maps. Stream Halo in 2022
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McAllister said the voters have an “extremely high” bar to

prove that the Legislature drew the maps in violation of AT | ‘L
the Constitution. -

Lawyers for the voters are pointing to analyses by

nonpartisan groups nationwide, including the Brennan

Center for Justice, that have cited New York’s new
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Democrats have also argued the state Senate’s map

undoes decades of gerrymandering by Senate Republicans.

The judge said both sides will bring in expert witnesses on

March 14 to figure out “where the truth lies.”

“Until | have heard this testimony, I'm not in a position to
know whether to strike down these maps or uphold these

maps,” he said.

Originals Health Science Podcasts

Congressional :
DIiStrict 19 | ONEIDA pofcrro]
s
& H_l/n:: Frs HERKIMER

- Pam

a
MADISON g™ -

Eaon | Maeon |

FULTON

SARATOGA

WASHINGTON

ONONDAGA
RENSSELAER

amecn, g
CHENANGO .'”“"" g 1 e
5 I! teslen OTSEGO) !

st ¥

o

CORTLAND
SCHOHARIE

SULLIVAN

7 omrancy

The proposed New York 19th Congressionat District.

New York voters in 2014 ariiended the state’s constitution
to outright ban drawing maps “for the purpose of favoring
or disfavoring incumbents or other particular candidates

or political parties.”

But with federal courts reluctant to step in on
gerrymandering, it remains to be seen how state courts

will handle complaints about partisan gerrymandering.

The maps will expand Democrats’ power for years in a
state where the party already dominates: Democrats will
have a majority of registered voters in 22 of the 26
congressional districts the state will have in 2023.
Republicans, who now hold eight of New York’s 27 seats in
Congress, would only have an advantage in the remaining

four districts.
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