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Q. And was redistricting on the call for this First Special
Session?

A. Congressional redistricting was on the call for the first
called special session.

Q. As the chair of the redistricting committee, what were your
responsibilities as they pertain to the special session?

A. As the chair of the regular redistricting committee, I
would be responsible for taking up any redistricting
legislation, and then, in this particular case, I had been
appointed to chair the Congressional Redistricting Select
Committee, and so I was specifically charged with that line of
the Governor's proclamation.

Q. And if T say redistricting committee from now on, will you
understand me as referring to the special -- or the Select
Committee on Congressional Redistricting?

A. Yes.

Q. Did the committee hold any public hearings?

A. We did.

Q. Did the committee go out -- I'm sorry. How did the
committee go about scheduling these hearings?

A. We -- when coming to schedule the hearings, since I've
stated publicly at the hearings, we looked at what was done the
last time -- the decade redistricting was done in '03, and then
what had been done with redistricting, I think, in '1ll and '21.

And the historical practice that I saw as I stated publicly
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was, you had first a round of pre-map hearings, also known as
field hearings --

Q. What happened after that?

A. -- and then you have a hearing on the bill.

And so when I was looking at how to schedule these, I
wanted to follow that practice, so we scheduled pre-map
hearings to take place during the first called session.

Q. Who could testify at these hearings?

A. Any —-- anyone.

Q. Members of the public?

A. Certainly, members of the public. I actually don't think
there's -- the only prohibitions that I'm aware of are members
of the House, I don't think, can testify. They can certainly
attend the meetings. And I don't think that State employees --
House employees can testify without permission of the
committee. But otherwise, I think anyone -- you could fly in
from anywhere and testify.

Q. Did anybody on the committee invite any particular group or
person to testify?

A. My understanding is that the vice chair, at least, of the
committee invited members to come testify. I believe that he
also received requests from other members. I don't know
whether they were all members of the committee or other members
of the House, to invite certain witnesses. But the practice

was he would give me a list of individuals that were to be,
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quote, unquote invited, and basically, these were individuals
that came that I agreed to take out of order at the start of
the hearing.

Q. Did you, personally, invite anybody to testify?

A. I did not personally invite anyone other than I received a
request from -- I believe it was Representative Turner, and I
think it was at the Houston hearing, where he asked about
whether we would invite Harmeet Dhillon to come testify.

Q. Did you invite her?

A. I -- in follow-up to that request, I sent her a letter
saying that she was welcome to come testify. I emailed that to
her. And --

Q. Did you receive a response?

A. I received an out-of-office email from her and never heard
from her otherwise.

Q. What was the process for somebody to be able to testify at
a public hearing?

A. So for the pre-map hearings, the first hearing in Austin on
July 24th, you could have signed up to testify virtually up to,
I think, 24 hours before the hearing or so. And that would be,
quote, unquote invitation, but it was just for purposes of
complying with the rule to testify virtually. People could
also testify at the Austin hearing in person by coming and
registering electronically on the kiosk there.

Q. You mentioned the Austin hearing. Where were the other two
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hearings held?

A. So the next hearing was in Houston, and the one after that
was in Arlington.

Q. I want to play you a few clips from the Austin hearing,
which would be on July 24th, 2025.

MR. RHINES: Richard, could you please play Clip 1,
and for reference, that would be Defendant's Exhibit 1279 from
16 -- from page 16, line 24 to page 19, line 6.

(Video played.)

REPRESENTATIVE VASUT: Chair recognizes Mr. Turner for
his questions.

REPRESENTATIVE CHRIS TURNER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
So you have seen the letter from the Department of Justice
objecting to the racial compositions of Districts 9, 18, 29,
and 337

REPRESENTATIVE VASUT: I have, and I have received a
copy of it here, I believe, with all of you.

REPRESENTATIVE CHRIS TURNER: Yes. And I think you
said this in your opening, but just to clarify, it is that
letter that Governor Abbott cited in his proclamation for the
special session?

REPRESENTATIVE VASUT: He doesn't cite to a specific
letter in his proclamation. He does reference concerns, I
believe, raised by the Department of Justice.

REPRESENTATIVE CHRIS TURNER: Okay. Are you aware of
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any other way that DOJ has raised concerns beyond that letter?

REPRESENTATIVE VASUT: That would have to be a
question for the Governor, I'm not aware of any other letter,
although, personally myself.

REPRESENTATIVE CHRIS TURNER: Okay. I'm not either, I
think it -- I think it refers back to the letter. So the
letter that you've read, and I've read as well, basically, is
asking Texas to dismantle those four districts because of their
racial makeup. And my question is, do you believe, as the
chair -- does the Committee believe that it is legal for us to
intentionally dismantle majority-minority districts because of
their racial composition?

REPRESENTATIVE VASUT: I don't believe that the letter
is a specific request for us to dismantle any district.
However, it is the chair's intention at all times that we are
going to follow the Voting Rights Act, and we're going to
follow the law. And we have no plans, at this moment, to
change any particular district. The purpose of today's hearing
is, of course, to hear from the public before we go into that
process.

REPRESENTATIVE CHRIS TURNER: Well, Mr. Chairman, the
letter specifically says that these are coalition districts,
meaning that they're majority-minority districts. And they say
that they're unconstitutional. And they -- we urge the State

of Texas to rectify these race-based considerations from these
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specific districts. So it seems to me they're asking us to
change the districts based on their racial makeup by virtue of
the fact that they're majority-minority districts.
REPRESENTATIVE VASUT: You'd have to refer
specifically what the Department of Justice wants to do or not
wants to do to them. The chair obviously did not have this
letter addressed to him. And as far as I'm concerned, we're —--
the whole point of this process is solely to respond to the
Governor's call. And we're going to take up congressional
redistricting in that two-phase process I mentioned earlier.
And I'd love to get to this first phase of hearing
from the public.
(Video concluded.)
Q. (BY MR. RHINES) Do you recognize that exchange,
Chair Vasut?
A. I do.
Q. And was it from the July 24th, 2025, hearing in Austin?
A. I believe that's correct.
Q. And who was that exchange with?
A. That was with Representative Chris Turner.
Q. And in that exchange, did you state that the chair had no

intention to dismantle or do away with any district in

particular?
A. What I meant -- and there was a reference in that clip to
the two-phase process I mentioned earlier -- was the whole
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point of that hearing in Austin that day, where this exchange
was occurring, was just to hear from the public about whether
to redistrict. And so we had no map in front of us. We had no
specific map in mind, and so there was no specific intent, as I
stated publicly, to dismantle a particular district.
Q. Thank you. I'm going to show you another clip from that
hearing.

MR. RHINES: Richard, could you please pull up that
Clip 2? This is from that same exhibit, (1279, from page 23,
line 9 to page 24, line 20.

(Video played.)

REPRESENTATIVE WU: And this is not a process that you
have personally asked for?

REPRESENTATIVE VASUT: No.

REPRESENTAIVE WU: This redistricting, you've not
personally asked for that?

REPRESENTATIVE VASUT: Does anyone really ask to be
chair of redistricting?

REPRESENTATIVE WU: Well, yeah, I mean --

REPRESENTATIVE VASUT: But I am here. No, I have not
asked.

REPRESENTATIVE WU: Just -- I just want to be clear
that as the chair of this committee, as the chair of the
Redistricting Committee, that you did not say,

"Governor Abbott, please" --
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REPRESENTATIVE

REPRESENTATIVE

this committee has made

REPRESENTATIVE

REPRESENTATIVE

VASUT: No, I did not.

WU: And as far as you know, nobody on
those requests either?

VASUT: Not to my knowledge.

WU: Do you know of any member of the
Legislature went to the Governor and said, "We really could use
this right now?"
REPRESENTATIVE VASUT: Not to my knowledge.
REPRESENTATIVE WU: Okay.

REPRESENTATIVE VASUT: Again, I'm limited to what I

personally know.
REPRESENTATIVE WU: No,

absolutely. Absolutely.

And, you know, I only know what I know; you only know

what you know. And between the two of us, I don't think we
know anything of why we're here.
REPRESENTATIVE VASUT: I think the chair would say
that the Governor has put an item on the call. It is prudent
and proper for the legislative committees to take up the items
that the Governor has designated. And what the Legislature
does with that is up to the Legislature. But it's the chair's
position that the Governor has placed this item on the call,
and we're going to take it up in a two-phase process.
(Video concluded.)
Chair?

0. (BY MR. RHINES) Do you recognize that exchange,

A. I do.
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And was that also from the July 24th, 2025, hearing?

Q

A. Yes.
0 And in that exchange -- or who was that exchange with?

A That was with Representative Gene Wu.

Q. And in that exchange, how did you characterize the
Legislature's role in determining whether or not to redistrict?
A. The Governor had put an item on the proclamation,
specifically, congressional redistricting, and it is customary,
at least in my view, as I stated publicly, that when the
Governor puts an item on the call, the Legislature takes it up.
Whether or not they pass a bill on it or not, that's for a
later determination.

But it's at least prudent and proper for the
Legislature to hold hearings and maybe file legislation and
consider it.

Q. And was public testimony heard at that hearing, as well?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. I want to fast-forward a little bit to the July 26th
Select Committee hearing. Where was that held?

A. The July 26th Committee Hearing was held at the University
of Houston's main campus in Houston, Texas.

Q. And was public testimony given at this hearing?

A. Yes. There was no virtual, but in-person, and you
registered by filling out an in-paper WAF. That's how we

receive the in-person testimony.
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THE REPORTER: I'm sorry. An in-paper?
THE WITNESS: I apologize. It's a colloquial term.
WAF, W-A-F, witness affirmation form. I will try not to do
that.
Q. (BY MR. RHINES) Last -- like last time, I want to show you

a couple of clips from this hearing.

MR. RHINES: Richard, could you please pull up Clip 5
for reference, that is Defendant's Exhibit 1281 from line 23 --
or page 23, line 3 to page 30, line 14. (This, I believe, is
our longest clip.

(Video played.)

REPRESENTATIVE WU: Have you considered asking the
Governor to explain what exactly he means when he's putting
this issue on the call?

CHAIRPERSON VASUT: ©Not at this time. 1I'll take that
under advisement. I mean, I think that the proclamation we
have received and that we reviewed in the last hearing was, in
my mind, pretty clear in the sense that he's put this item on
the call, and that it is prudent for this committee to take it
up.

REPRESENTATIVE VASUT: Could you explain, in your
mind, what is the rationale that you understand of what the
Governor is --

(Applause.)

REPRESENTATIVE VASUT: 1I'll give you a little leeway
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up at the front. I just want to make sure that we understand
that the audience is not to respond, and it's going to be
particularly important when we get into witness testimony. I

just want to make sure that we know that now. That's okay.

If the gentleman would please repeat his question?

REPRESENTATIVE WU: You explained that you think that
it's not necessary for you to ask the Governor to clarify his
intent and his rationale for placing this on the call -- for
placing a mid-cycle redistricting on theicall. You said you
understand that, in your mind, it is clear to you what it is.
It is unclear to me and many other members on here.

Could you explain, in your own words, in your mind,
what you believe the Governor's intent is inputting this on the
call?

REPRESENTATIVE VASUT: I could not speculate what the
Governor's intent is. The chair's position is that the
Governor has put an item on the proclamation, and as is
customary, when the Governor puts items on the proclamation,
the Legislature responds with these hearings. And so on that
basis, the chair has set up these public hearings, including
the one two days ago in Austin, the one today here in Houston,
and the one on Monday in Arlington.

REPRESENTATIVE WU: Okay. So now I'm even more
confused, because just not more than two minutes ago, you said

it was clear in your mind what the Governor intended, what he
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