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color. 

These maps give Texans a voice. A voice that reflects 

their values, not outdated assumptions about race or party. 

That is why I support them, because our job is to ensure that 

the people of Texas, their voices, their families, and their 

priorities, are represented at our nation's Capital. 

So if you're worried about losing minority votes in 

this next election, stop blaming maps and start looking in the 

mirror. Stop judging people by the color of their skin and 

start focusing on the content of their character. And with 

that, members, I proudly stand and look forward to casting my 

vote in favor of House Bill 4. 

Thank you, Mr. President. And thank you, members. 

(Video concluded.) 

Q. (BY MR. BRYANT) Senator, did you thereafter, in fact, vote 

for HB4? 

A. I did. 

Q. Was that vote in the Texas Senate a hundred percent on 

party lines? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you still believe today that HB4 was really about 

enacting congressional districts that better reflect the values 

of Texas voters, and not about race or ethnicity? 

A. I do. 

Q. And, in your judgment, was HB4 also about creating more 
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congressional districts in Texas where voters have a realistic 

chance, or choice, if they choose to do so, to send Republicans 

to go represent them in Washington? 

A. That's correct, yes. 

Q. Senator, in this case, Plaintiffs accuse you and other 

Republican senators who voted for HB4 of intentionally 

discriminating against Texas Hispanic voters on the basis of 

their race or ethnicity. 

As a Hispanic senator representing a district that's 

over 80 percent Hispanic, was it your intention in voting for 

HB4 to discriminate against Hispanic Texans on the basis of 

their race or ethnicity? 

A. Not at all. 

Q. And in voting for HB4, did you intend to discriminate 

against Black Texans or Asians -- Asian Texans or any other 

group of Texans on the basis of their race or ethnicity? 

A. Not at all. 

MR. BRYANT: Pass the witness. 

JUDGE GUADERRAMA: Ms. Perales? 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MS. PERALES: 

Q. Good afternoon, Senator Hinojosa. 

A. How are you? 

Q. I'm well, thank you. My name is Nina Perales. I represent 

the LULAC Plaintiffs in this case. 
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I have a lot of scribbles here, so I'm going to try to 

be organized. Well, my first question -- my -- I'll restrain 

myself from asking more biographical questions, but my question 

for you, since my husband is from Brownsville and graduated 

from Pace High School, go Vikings. I wanted to know if you 

graduated from high school in Brownsville or maybe in Corpus? 

A. In Corpus, but I have to just say that since you mentioned 

Pace, my first cousin is the head baseball coach for Hanna High 

School, so, go. 

Q. Go, whatever Hanna is, right? We don't care. We love the 

Vikingos in Pace High School. Okay. Now, we'll get to the 

non-biographical questions. 

Your floor speech there, would you agree with me that 

it is about Rio Grande Valley voters voting their values, that 

seemed to be a theme that you're emphasizing? 

A. I think Rio Grande Valley and all throughout South Texas. 

Q. I agree. And so if we're just looking at some of the 

counties that you talked about with Mr. Bryant, Cameron County, 

you mentioned, voted a majority for President Trump in 2024. 

That's correct. Isn't it? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And they also were voting their values when they voted 

majority for Colin Allred for Senate. Is that correct? 

A. I would assume so. 

Q. They're also voting their values, while they voted for the 
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Democratic congressional candidate, Vicente Gonzalez, in 

Cameron County, a majority, right? 

A. I would assume so. 

Q. So what we've got is what we call some ticket splitting 

going on there, right? 

A. Sure. 

Q. Let's look at Hidalgo County. Majority President Trump in 

2024. Yes? You pointed that out? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Also majority Colin Allred. Yes? 

A. I don't have those numbers, but again, my Senate District 

doesn't include all of Hidalgo, so I don't know if you're 

making a distinction, but ... 

Q. You just have from San Juan 

A. Correct. 

Q. -- to the east, correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. But I'm talking about Hidalgo County in a whole, because I 

believe that's what Mr. Bryant was talking about. 

Hidalgo County Latino voters were also voting their 

values when they voted for the Democratic congressional 

candidates that share Hidalgo County. Would you agree with me? 

A. In part. You know, I mean, there's a debate to be had 

there in terms of -- you know, in the Rio Grande Valley, you 

don't have candidates on the Republican side who are as able to 
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raise enough money. So sometimes their message isn't heard. 

So I don't know if it's so much values, you know, as 

far as that goes, or it's just that the messaging with the 

amount of money that Democrats spend in those races is what's 

powering those races or those outcomes. 
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Q. So you're saying you think when they vote down ballot for 

Democrats, they're not voting their values, but if they vote 

president Republican, then they are voting their values? Is 

that what you're saying? 

A. No. I'm saying that, you know, it's possible to do both, 

but in down ballot races, I know specifically, in the Rio 

Grande Valley, Republicans have a hard time raising more money 

to get their message out. So potentially, their message isn't 

heard as loudly as their opponents. 

Q. But you would -- for example, if there's a contested race 

for sheriff in Cameron County, we're going to see two 

candidates on the ballot, yes? One is red and one is blue. 

Yes? 

A. Sure. 

Q. Okay. And I think I've finished -- I wanted to cover 

Willacy, too, because I feel like Willacy is always left out, 

but we don't have to. But you would agree with me, because you 

saw on the map that Willacy was majority for Trump, right? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And also they went majority Democrat down ballot through 
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the U.S. Senate and through the congressional race. You'll 

agree? 

A. Yes. And I'll also point out too that, especially in the 

Rio Grande Valley, because Democrats have, you know, won most 

of the time, there are conservative candidates who run as 

Democrats, right? So that could be true. 

Q. Now, did you feel that you got your message out in your 

race in which you were successful in 2024? 

A. Yes. 

Q. But you did not carry Cameron County. Did you? 

A. No. 

Q. As to 

A. I will point out, though, I was outspent vastly. My 

opponent out spent me almost seven to one, so even though, I 

was able to get a message out, it was -- there was also, you 

know, a bunch of slander ads and, you know, bigger messaging 

and all kinds of things that my opponent had than I did. So, 

you know, that could be a discrepancy as well. So all kinds of 

things if we get into political science, right, that -- that 

are factors. 

Q. Let's talk a little bit about geography. You've been doing 

such a beautiful job of talking about your district and talking 

about South Texas. 

Would you agree with me that the farthest northern 

county in your district is Bee County? 
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A. Correct. 

Q. And Bee County is still in South Texas. You would agree 

with me? 

A. Sure. 

76 

Q. Okay. You are not here today -- or you haven't testified 

today, about voter preferences in Harris County, correct? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Or the Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex, correct? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Or Central Texas. Is that correct? Like north of 

San Antonio? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Okay. I noticed in your floor statement, just to come 

around to that at the end, that one of the very first things 

you said was that the plan that you were voting for increased 

the number of majority-minority districts. 

Did I hear that right? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And I'm not going to invade your legislative privilege by 

asking you, like, where or how or anything like that. I just 

wanted to ask, did you mean that as a positive thing, 

majority-minority district? 

A. I mean, I didn't mean it one way or the other. Just simply 

from the floor debate, there was a lot of discussion regarding 

that. And so it seemed widely known that that was what was 
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occurring. So that being said, I wasn't talking about it 

positively or negatively, except for the fact that it seemed to 

me that, from the argument, that there were some House 

suppressing majority-minority districts when, in fact, the maps 

were increasing the number of them, according to the debate. 

Q. So you meant that as a positive statement? 

A. Just as a rebuttal to the fact of what was being argued on 

the floor by the other side. 

Q. I mean, it's the first thing you mentioned. It couldn't 

have been a random fact. You had a reason for mentioning it, 

correct? 

A. To rebuttal, the argument of the other side saying that -­

insinuating somehow that they were suppressing 

majority-minority districts. 

Q. And so you were citing to the number of majority-minority 

districts as a sign that votes were not being suppressed? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Thank you. 

MS. PERALES: Pass the witness. 

JUDGE GUADERRAMA: Mr. Dunn? 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MR. DUNN: 

Q. Hello, Senator. My name is Chad Dunn. I represent the 

Brooks Plaintiffs in this case. And I don't believe we've ever 

had a chance to meet. So it's nice to meet you here today. 
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A. Pleasure, sir. 

Q. Thank you for your service to our state. 

I wanted to ask you just a little bit about the 

Senate. I actually staffed with members of the Senate back in 

the '90s, met my wife, she worked for Bob Bullock, at the time 

on the Senate side. And the way it worked then is when there 

was a newly elected senator, you were sort of expected for a 

year or two to kind of watch things, and lay low, and kind of 

hold your position. 

Is that still kind of a tradition in the Senate? 

A. I don't believe so. I didn't feel that way. 

Q. All right. So I was -- before the Court admitted into the 

record is the complete set of legislative debates on the House 

and the Senate side as it pertains to this map. You know, this 

new redistricting map. Do you understand that? 

A. I'm sorry. Say it again. 

Q. Do you understand the Court has the record of the 

legislative proceedings that you participated in? 

A. Sure. 

Q. Okay. And you've shown today that the speech that you gave 

on August 22nd, and that was when the Senate was about to pass 

the measure, you know, sort of for the final time, send it to 

the Governor. Fair to say? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. This record reflects that at no point prior to that had you 
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engaged in the legislative process on the map. Isn't that 

true? 

A. Right, drawing maps or anything like that, no. 
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Q. There was no public comments from you in committee, either 

on the dais or as a participant, as a witness, or in any of the 

Senate floor proceedings on this map until that speech that we 

saw here in Court today. Is that fair to say? 

A. Fair to say. 

Q. Do you know who drew this map? 

A. I don't really, no. 

Q. Have you ever been to an ALEC conference? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And at an ALEC conference, did you meet with any map 

drawers? 

A. I met with a gentleman that was introduced to me by 

Senator King in passing, named Adam Kincaid. And at the time, 

you know, didn't -- you know, he was not presented to me as 

anybody who was drawing maps or anything like that, that he had 

experience in that. But it was a real brief, hi and bye. 

Q. Well, and for the moment, without getting into the detail 

of it, did you have a substantive conversation with Mr. Kincaid 

about any part of the Texas map? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you have a conversation or a discussion exchange with 

Mr. King -- or Mr. Kincaid, about how many districts can be 
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adjusted on the map? 

MR. BRYANT: Your Honor, we're getting into 

legislative privilege area, and I'd object to it. 

80 

JUDGE GUADERRAMA: Yeah. I'll sustain the objection. 

Q. (BY MR. DUNN) Are you standing on your legislative 

privilege with respect to your conversations with Mr. Kincaid? 

A. Anytime I have a legislative privilege, yes. 

Q. And was it just that one conversation? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And it sounds like, at least based on the public record, 

you weren't involved in the drawing of the lines that are made 

up of this new congressional map. Is that fair to say? 

A. That's correct, sir. 

Q. Now, can you tell us about the changes that Chairman Hunter 

made in the Corpus Christi area to facilitate his son running 

for Congress? 

A. I know nothing about that. 

Q. That's the first you've heard of this? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, I'd like to transition and talk about your district 

for a moment. You showed, with your lawyer, a number of slides 

from your website, and I noted that you pointed out -- I think 

the figure was 83 percent Hispanic, your district. 

Did I catch that right? 

A. I'm not sure which number you're referencing but ... 
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