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make the DOJ letter into something. 

I wrote that down. Is that what you said? 

A. That sounds like my words, yes. 

Q. Again, on Brooks Exhibit 300, on July 21st, at page 24, 

line 2. 

(Video played.) 

SENATOR ALVARADO: And you know what sparked the 

Governor to want to put this on the call? Because I don't 

134 

remember unless I'm just, you know, forgetting, but I don't 

recall us having any conversations during the regular session 

that we just finished not too long ago. Did redistricting ever 

come up? 

SENATOR KING: Not in my personal discussions -­

(Video concluded.) 

Q. (BY MR. DUNN) Before we get to the rest of your answer, 

which I'll play, "Not in my personal discussions have I had any 

regular-session discussion about redistricting." Right? 

That's what you said on the Senate floor? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that's what you've said today? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Continuing at page 24, line 10. 

(Video played.) 

SENATOR KING: You're referring to the call itself. 

It does say legislation that provide a -- provides a revised 
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Congressional Redistricting Plan in light of constitutional 

concerns raised by the U.S. Department of Justice. 

135 

And so, as we proceed forward, I know we'll be 

discussing such things. But again, for the purposes of today, 

it is just the -- the resolution establishing a committee so 

that we can get into the redistricting process. 

(Video concluded.) 

Q. (BY MR. DUNN) So when Senator Alvarado asked you your 

opinion as to why you were there that day debating 

redistricting, your answer was to turn to the Governor's call 

and note the Department of Justice's concerns? 

A. Yes. We were going to consider Congressional Redistricting 

because --

Q. I think "yes" answered the question, Senator. 

A. Then yes. 

Q. Now, for -- as you testified, there was a hearing on 

July 25th, which I want to now show you, as Brooks Exhibit 304. 

(Video played.) 

SENATOR MILES: Keep in mind that letter is what got 

us right here today. 

SENATOR KING: I understand. 

SENATOR MILES: Okay. 

(Video concluded.) 

Q. (BY MR. DUNN) Again, now we're on July 25th. There's no 

response to Senator Miles that, "This DOJ letter is 
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irrelevant," or, "I haven't gotten it or seen it," or, "It 

doesn't make any difference to me. I just want Republicans 

elected." You're acknowledging to him there, "That's why we're 

here today." Isn't that what you said? 

A. I said I understood his position. 

Q. Now, also in the July 29th hearing -- or, excuse me, moving 

to the July 29th hearing, Brooks Exhibit 307, at page 208-1. 

(Video played.) 

SENATOR ALVARADO: Do you know who is drawing the map? 

SENATOR KING: I know -- we talked about this the 

other day on the floor. I understand that the -- you mentioned 

the name earlier, "Adam Kincaid." I understand he is drawing a 

map on behalf of the Redistricting Trust. I think that's on 

behalf of the Congressional -- Republican Congressional 

Delegation, but I'm actually not sure of that. But I haven't 

seen any map yet. No one has presented a map to me. And I 

haven't been trying to draw one my- --

(Video concluded.) 

Q. (BY MR. DUNN) "Myself" was the rest of your answer. 

So at this point you're acknowledging that Kincaid is 

going to draw a map, but you're still not associating yourself 

with it. It's just going to be a map that arrives. 

A. That was -- what was the date of that hearing? 

Q. July 29th? 

A. So we're roughly in the first week, just finishing the 
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first week, of the first-called session. At that point, I 

wasn't sure who-all would be submitting maps. I --

Q. And 

137 

A. And I answered correctly in saying that I understood Adam 

Kincaid was drafting a map. 

Q. So is it fair to say that, by July 29th, the Lieutenant 

Governor hadn't told you the plan yet? 

A. The Lieutenant Governor never gave me any specific 

direction on what map to pass. 

Q. He just told you that you would -- that the House would be 

taking the lead and you would be working from the House Map? 

A. He told me -- yes, that's essentially correct. 

Q. Now, also at this hearing on July 29th, you had a 

discussion about why we're at the hearing in advance of taking 

public testimony. I want to go to that now, Brooks 

Exhibit 307, 205, line 11 to 205, line 23. 

(Video played.) 

SENATOR KING: Legislation that provides a revised 

Congressional Redistricting Plan in light of constitutional 

concerns raised by the U.S. Department of Justice. The 

purposes of the public hearings has been to gather public 

information on the subject of Congressional Redistricting. 

The -- there had -- I -- there has been -- there is no 

map currently before the committee. The committee can consider 

a map at any time one is filed. I am confident one will be 
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filed at some point. But the purpose of the committee hearings 

is the same reason that we've done all hearings in the past 

before bills are filed, and that is to simply solicit testimony 

on the subject matter. 

(Video concluded.) 

Q. (BY MR. DUNN) So you're having these public hearings, and 

the purpose, you say, is to solicit public testimony. Is that 

true? 

A. Well, depends on which hearing. I mean -- and I'm not 

sure -- am I responding to a question there? What was that 

question? 

Q. I'm happy to take you to the rest of it if you'd like. I 

don't think there was a question, but there might have been. 

Let's see. Whoops. Starting at 205, line 11. 

A. And I'm sorry. In which hearing was this? 

Q. This was the July 29th hearing. 

A. And was that a regional hearing or was that a hearing on 

the bill, on a bill filed? 

Q. At this point, I think that it is a hearing the day before 

the bill's going to be filed. 

A. So it is still a regional information-gathering hearing. 

Q. That's my understanding. In fact, you say here, "This ends 

our public testimony for today. Madame, is there any other 

business?" 

And since you wanted to hear the question, I'll play 
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SENATOR ALVARADO: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have a 

series of questions I'd like to ask, and then I want to talk a 

little bit about the redistricting process in general. 

So again, we go back to, why are we here? What is the 

purpose, Mr. Chairman, of the public hearings? If it's to 

assess whether to conduct Congressional Redistricting, the 

testimony from last week through today have been overwhelmingly 

not to conduct mid-decade Congressional Redistricting under the 

current circumstances. 

Whether you agree with that or not, what would the 

position of individual witnesses, you would agree, though, that 

most -- overwhelmingly, most of the testimony has been not 

supportive of this Redistricting process in mid-decade. Would 

you agree with that? 

SENATOR KING: So the reason the committee was created 

and convened initially was because the -- Governor Abbott added 

to the Special Session the following charge. It says, "The 

Governor's Special Session proclamation states: Legislation 

that provides a revised Congressional Redistricting plan in 

light of constitutional concerns raised by the U.S. Department 

of Justice." 

(Video concluded.) 

Q. (BY MR. DUNN) That's the context of this discussion. Are 
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you with us now, Senator? 

A. Yes, I am. This would be the last regional hearing and the 

conclusion of that information-gathering hearing. 

Q. But since we're on Senator Alvarado's question, her 

question was, "Do you agree that, overwhelmingly, most of the 

testimony has not been supportive of this redistricting process 

in mid-decade? Would you agree with that?" And you answer 

about why the Governor called it, and volunteered the 

Department of Justice letter. But what's the answer to her 

question? 

A. Yes. Most of the testimony we received made it clear that 

the Democrats did not want us to take up Congressional 

Redistricting. 

Q. It wasn't just Democrats, though. Was it? 

A. Almost entirely. 

Q. Well, there were hundreds of people of color, Black and 

Hispanic, who came in front of your committee and told you that 

this was going to rip apart their communities. And you just 

look at them as Democrats? 

A. No. It was just very evident from most of the testimony, 

if you listen to it, that they were speaking from a -- on 

behalf of the Democrat Party. 

Q. Later in that same hearing, on page 207, line 7 -- oh, and 

I beg your pardon. It is actually the next hearing, Brooks 

Exhibit 308, July 30th, Senator. This is Betty King Room, 
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where you ultimately had the vote on issuing the subpoena. Do 

you recall that generally? 

A. I do, yes. 

Q. And you had this discussion about Adam Kincaid starting on 

page 25 

(Video played.) 

SENATOR KING: All that matters is what is in the four 

corners of that document. What are within the -- the 

parameters of each district on that map? And so I don't really 

see any purpose that his testimony -- I don't see any -- how 

his testimony would provide any relevant information to the 

committee's decision of, Do we like that map? First off, is it 

legal? And do we like the way it's drawn? 

(Video concluded.) 

Q. (BY MR. DUNN) Ends at 26, line 8. 

So Senator Alvarado and Senator Miles are asking you 

to issue a subpoena for Adam Kincaid. Is that true? 

A. They're asking the committee. 

Q. And the committee ultimately voted that down. Is that 

right? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And you testified earlier today that you had sent a letter 

to Adam Kincaid, an invitation. Is that fair? 

A. Yes, at Senator Alvarado's request. 

Q. I've seen every minute of everything that happened in the 
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Senate at least twice. Nowhere do I recall you saying, "I've 

got his cell phone number. Maybe I'll call him and see if 

he'll come talk to us." Did you ever have that statement in 

private conversation? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever tell your colleagues that, "I have a direct 

line to this individual. I could probably get him to come talk 

to us"? 

A. Well, I had told them on the first day of the first-called 

Special Session on the floor during Senate Resolution Number 5 

that I had talked on the phone with Adam Kincaid. 

Q. And so why didn't you call up Adam Kincaid, with the number 

that you had in your cell phone, and ask him to come give his 

testimony to the Senate? 

A. Because I'd already sent him a letter formally inviting him 

to do so. 

Q. You don't think a phone call to somebody from a state 

senator with your stature saying, "Would you please come do 

this? The people of Texas deserve it" you don't think 

Mr. Kincaid would have been responsive to that? 

A. I can't speak for him. 

Q. But you weren't willing to try? 

A. I was actually never asked to call him. I offered -- or 

agreed to send a letter as a courtesy. 

Q. In fact, what you say here in this clip, what you tell your 
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colleagues here in the Senate committee in the Betty King Room, 

is that you don't think he has anything relevant to offer. Was 

that your opinion? 

A. I was referring to, as we look at a bill in this case -- I 

guess that was still Senate Bill 4. As we look at a bill and 

decide whether to vote out a bill or not, what matters is the 

content of the bill, not who collaborated in drafting it. 

JUDGE GUADERRAMA: Mr. Dunn, is there any chance 

you're going to be done in like five or ten minutes? 

MR. DUNN: No, sir. 

JUDGE GUADERRAMA: So let's recess until tomorrow 

morning, 9:00. 

(Evening recess.) 
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