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27.7 percent of the county population in the 2020 Census. The
existing map and C2333 place nine Congressional Districts
wholly or partly in Harris County. Under the current map,
minority voters elect candidates of their choice in 33 percent
of the district. C(C2333 reduces that to 22 percent.

Q. Is that a wholly new paragraph?

A. Yes.

0. In the August 24 final report, Plaintiffs' Exhibit 6, that
did not exist in the August 22 draft, which is Plaintiffs'
Exhibit 27?

A. Yes.

Q. And you -- why did you add that?

A. Because I did a little more calculation of what the numbers
were.

Q. Okay. What additional substantial changes, not just typos,
exist in the last part of the conclusion of your draft and
final analyses?

A. I split the second paragraph into two in the report I filed
on -- for August 24. The first part does not make much
changes. The second elaborates a bit more. And I'll just read
that now modified --

Q. Okay.

A. (Reading) It has been 60 years since a president from Texas
pushed through the Voting Rights Act. Ten years later, a new

Congresswoman from Houston led the effort to extend the special
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provisions of the VRA to Texas. Currently, we have seen the
adoption of a mid-decade Congressional Map that, as noted,
greatly reduces the political influence of Hispanic and Black
voters.

The packing and cracking necessary to dilute these
voters' influence in the Enacted Map constitutes, in my
opinion, intentional discrimination. This discrimination
warrants the continuing need for federal protection of minority
voting rights in Texas.

The fight of Lyndon Johnson and Barbara Jordan for

fair opportunities for Black and Hispanic voters in Texas in
the Lone Star State continues in the third decade of the 21st
Century.
Q. Okay. Let's -- looking at the August 24 document, which is
Plaintiffs' Exhibit 6, the next-to-last paragraph, it appears
to state, quote, President Trump regained the White House in
large part by improving his performance among minority voters
in November 2024.

And then it says: Texas was the case in Texas?

A. It should be --

Q. End qguote?

A. Yeah, obviously a typo. That was the case in Texas, should
be the correct rendering.

Q. Okay. And in the August 22nd draft, it says, quote, Texas

followed the national pattern, unquote.
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Do you recall why you made those changes between the
August 22 draft and the August 26 analysis that is Plaintiffs'
Exhibit 67
A. Just wanting to try to clean up the language, although
obviously, still a major typo there.

Q. Okay. Would you agree with me that there are extensive
changes between the August 22 draft, which is Plaintiffs'
Exhibit 2, and the August 24th final analysis, that is
Plaintiffs' Exhibit 67

A. Could you repeat your question, please?

Q. Yeah. Would you agree that there are extensive differences
between the two versions of your analysis that we've been
talking about?

A. Upon review, yes.

Q. And is it true that in the August 22 draft, which was
provided to the Defendants on August 26, you expressed no
opinions about whether or not the C233 map was or was not
intentionally discriminatory on the basis of race?

MR. BLEDSOE: Objection, form. Mischaracterizes the
report.

MR. BRYANT: Well, I'm asking him if that is -- if
that is a correct characterization, namely, that there were no
opinions in the draft dated August 22 regarding whether or not
C233 was intentionally discriminatory on the basis of race.

MR. BLEDSOE: Same objection, form.
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THE WITNESS: I think that's a fair characterization.
Q. (BY MR. BRYANT) Okay. And is it correct that in
Plaintiffs' Exhibit 6, which is the final analysis dated
August 24, 2025, you did, on at least two occasions, express an
opinion as to whether Congressional Plan C2333 was
intentionally discriminatory against minorities in Texas?
A. Yes.
Q. When did -- when were you first asked to express an opinion
on whether or not the Plan C2333 was or was not intentionally
discriminatory on the basis of race against minority wvoters in
Texas?
A. As my analysis of the maps change continued, that
solidified my opinion.
Q. And my question was —= I guess I'll start it another way.

Did anyone ever ask you to express a view on whether
or not C2333 is or is not intentionally discriminatory against
minority voters in Texas?
A. Not to my recollection.
Q. Were you -- what assignment were you given that resulted in
your draft and final reports in this case that are Plaintiffs'
Exhibit 2 and Plaintiffs' Exhibit 67
A. Just a general instruction to analyze the map. And I
started working on 2308, and then dropped that and moved on in
a hurry to 2333. Since I've been working on these maps off and

on, not just for this redistricting cycle, but others, I think
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the assumption was that I was up to speed on what was expected.
And I don't recall any specific instructions to find any
particular aspects, but to do an overall review of the impact
of these -- these maps, with particular focus on the
consequences for Black and Hispanic voters.
Q. And so is it fair to say that that general assignment did
not include expressing an opinion about whether or not the map
was or was not intentionally discriminatory against minority
voters in Texas, but basically, to give your opinion about the
impact, or the effect, of the map on minority wvoters in Texas?

MR. BLEDSOE: Reform.

THE WITNESS: That is correct.
Q. (BY MR. BRYANT) Now, you talked a little bit on direct
about your methodology that you used, and my notes indicate you
of course used information from the Texas Legislative Council
in your analysis that led to your draft and final reports that
are Plaintiffs!' Exhibit 2 and Plaintiffs' Exhibit 6. Is that
right?
A. That's correct.
Q. And you also said that you, I believe, referred to
databases that you have kept since 2000 of every voting
precinct and their ethnic and racial makeup, at least in Harris
County, may have been more than that.

Could you clarify what you referred to in doing your

work, that went beyond the Texas Legislative Council materials?
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A. Yes. I have, independently of any litigation, maintained a
biennial analysis of every voting precinct in Harris County.
There are about 1100 of those, and their racial ethnic
composition, and that informed my opinion, for example, about
how racially polarized voting from areas like Deer Park, that
have been added into the new Ninth District.

Additionally, I, for many years, continue to rely
heavily on the Almanac of American Politics, in this case, the
2024 edition, which describes each of the existing districts in
Texas as created by the legislative redraw map of 2021.
Obviously, that almanac has nothing to say about -- there's two
maps; they are too recent.

So that would be the principal additions. Of course,
I also look at the -- Texas Secretary of State maintains an
archival record of voting in all elections, at least since
1990, that's accessible electronically. So when I wanted to
look at Liberty County voting in the 2024 Congressional
election, the office of Texas Secretary of State election
archives was the database that I accessed.

I also looked at the voting patterns in rural Texas
counties that -- I don't refer to those specifically in the
report, but those data are from the Secretary of State's
archival website.

Q. Okay. And with respect to your use of the databases that

you personally have accumulated since 2000, do those entirely
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pertain to Harris County?

A. I also have data from Brazoria and Fort Bend County. I did
not rely upon them -- those data. They inform my general
understanding of what's going on in the metropolitan region.
But I did not specifically rely upon them in preparing this
report.

Q. And when you say that, you're referring to the databases
that pertain to the two counties outside Harris County, namely
Brazoria and Fort Bend?

A. That's correct, because they have been in the Ninth
District, which was a focus of my interest historically.

Q. Okay. But you did refer to the databases that you have
maintained for Harris County?

A. I did.

Q. Okay. And have you provided those databases to
Intervenors' counsel in this case?

A. No.

Q. And do you know if they've been provided to the Defendants
in this case?

A. No.

Q. But certainly, you haven't provided them to the Defendants,
and if you haven't provided them to Intervenors' counsel, do
you know any way that they could have been made available to
Defendants' counsel?

MR. BLEDSOE: Objection, calls for speculation.
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THE WITNESS: Not to my knowledge.
0. (BY MR. BRYANT) Okay. Now, we talked about the fact that,
during the time you did your work that resulted in the draft
and final reports that are Plaintiffs' Exhibit 2 and
Plaintiffs' Exhibit 6, you're in a much better place to be in
Texas —-- in August, you were in California-?
A. That's correct.
Q. Is that right?
A. That's right.
Q. And did you receive any information about any of the
proceedings in the Texas Legislature that occurred in the
summer of 2025 from anybody who's actually a member of the
Texas Legislature, either the House or the Senate?
A. No. I read press reports in the Texas Tribune and other
sources, but I have no personal contact with any member of the
Legislature.
Q. And would that also be true if I broadened it beyond
members of the Legislature to any of their staffs?
A. That would be true.
Q. Now, I think you mentioned in your analysis, some actions
of President Trump that pertain to this redistricting that
occurred in the summer of 2025.

Do you know -- do you recall, or know, what
President Trump did that had to do with the Texas Legislature

taking up redistricting in the summer of 20257
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A. The president's unusual actions were widely reported in the
press. I am a daily subscriber in both California and Texas to
the New York Times, which covered this story rather
extensively. It was also frequent until other media. So, you
know, President Trump is a very public person in his political
maneuvers. And he made his intentions perfectly clear, that he
wanted this map substantially revised. And that is widely
known and appreciated.
Q. And what did you understand was President Trump's motive,
or -- motivation or purpose in communicating his views as to
the Texas Congressional Redistricting?

MR. BLEDSOE: Object, calls for speculation on the
part of the witness.

MR. BRYANT: Just want to know his understanding.

MR. BLEDSOE: Object, calls for speculation.

THE REPORTER: Okay. Speak up on your objections,
Counsel.

MR. BLEDSOE: Object. Calls for speculation on the
part of the witness.

(Video concluded.)

MR. DUNN: That concludes Volume 3 with 59 minutes and
23 seconds remaining.

JUDGE GUADERRAMA: Thank you, Mr. Dunn. We're gonna
recess until Monday morning at 9:00.

Mr. Kercher, your State's exhibits have exceeded the
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breadth of your Exhibit List. 1Is there any way you could
file —-

MR. KERCHER: You're right ahead of me, Judge. That's
the first thing I want to take up. Everybody's got kind of
these rolling exhibits and we don't want to just pile the
docket with amended and second amended and third amended. We
are aware of that. We will address that this weekend.

The other thing is, just in terms of timing, if we
only have another hour left of Dr. Murray's deposition, I think
there's only one witness left from Plaintiffs, Dr. Duchin, on
Monday. We had discussed maybe having a hard stop when
Plaintiffs are done on Monday. ~It looks like that will be
awfully early right now. So, in an effort to try and make
things efficient, State are trying to get their witnesses out
here early so that we can have a more productive day on Monday,
if we can.

We will continue to confer with them. We are reaching
out to our witnesses and learning what we can make happen. If
we can get some of the witnesses who we think we'll be able to
fit in what time we have left on Monday, we'll absolutely try
to do that.

JUDGE SMITH: Well, you definitely need to do that.

MR. KERCHER: Yes, Your Honor. I thought that might
be important.

JUDGE GUADERRAMA: We appreciate that. Does that plan




Case 3:21-cv-00259-DCEIESTVBN Hbdéuent 1301  Fildr1/eB8/26, age 130 of 131

18:02 1

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

130

in any way impact the arrangements you had with --

MR. KERCHER: No, Your Honor. I think if -- if what
winds up happening is that we are in the middle of one witness
at the end of Monday, and we just need to do what we did last
time for Dr. Trende, for example, and we just put another
witness in, in order to get through any witnesses who may have
security concerns. Then I think we'll be able to confer with
Plaintiffs' Counsel and address it that way.

But it will be our goal to fill up as much of Monday
as possible.

JUDGE GUADERRAMA: All right. Very well. Thank you.
We appreciate that.

Recess until Monday at 9:00.

(Evening recess.)
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