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racial and ethnic minorities violates the Fourteenth Amendment?
A. In my opinion, it does. You get specific instances, like
you have a fast-growing Black and Hispanic population moving
into north Brazoria County. The map enacted by the Legislature
in 2021 recognized that and moved some of those voters into
Congressman Al Green's 9th District.

That was totally wiped out by the new map that put
those growing minority populations in north Brazoria County in
a district that runs deep in East Texas to the Louisiana
border. These voters now have been effectively neutered. They
have no connection to the heavily rural areas in far
East Texas. They're part of the metropolitan Houston
community. Many work at the Medical Center and other local
employment centers. And now they're in a Congressional
District dominated by voters that they have no familiarity with
and few shared interests.

Q. And Dr. --

MR. BRYANT: Objection, nonresponsive. Narrative
answer.

Q. (BY MR. BLEDSOE) Is there any -- what's the percentage of
African Americans in East Dallas, especially as it might relate
to the Dallas-Fort Worth elections?

MR. BRYANT: Objection, vague.

A. Texas now has the largest Black population, total, in the

country, surpassing Georgia and New York. But what's happening
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within the state is that, outside the metro areas, like
East Texas, African American population is going down. People
are leaving the communities like Marshall, Lufkin.

So if you take districts from the metro area that have
a good many Blacks and link them up to rural East Texas or
Central Texas, you're very effectively diluting the influence
of Black voters in two regards. You're adding areas outside
the metropolitan area that are getting significantly less Black
as people move out. Again, seeking, perhaps, better
opportunities, and maybe less discriminatory local practices.
And you're splitting up the growing minority populations in
metropolitan Dallas/Fort Worth and Houston by putting some of
them, but not enough to have a meaningful influence, in the
Congressional Districts in with these areas where minority
populations, particularly by population, is declining.
Q. (BY MR. BLEDSOE) And in your report, Doctor, on page 3,
you also analyzed the 32nd Congressional District. Can you
tell us how that analysis connects with your analysis of the
30th and 33rd Congressional Districts in the new map -- in the
new C23333 map?
A. The 33rd -- 32nd District was created by the Texas
Legislature, I think, in 1991, and was a solid Republican
district. But this population movement that we've discussed,
particularly in Dallas-Fort Worth, where 200,000 net Anglos

moved out of Dallas County between 2000 and 2010, changed the
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nature of the 32nd District. ©Not by redrawing it, but just by
natural population shift.

So what had been a solidly Republican district when it
was redrawn in 2011 was a district, in 2018, where a minority
Democrat, Colin Allred, was elected, defeating a long-term
incumbent Anglo member. That's, again, another instance of
natural population movement.

And the map adopted in 2021 recognized, I think,
things have changed in Dallas County. There was no effort to
dismantle that district now that minority voters had become a
controlling influence. So, in fact, the district was kept
almost entirely within Dallas County and a little sliver of
Collin County, which is also a rapidly changing county, and
minority voting influence was actually increased in the new map
adapted -- adopted in 2021.

This map totally goes in a very different direction.
It retains a minority of the district in Dallas County and a
little bit of Collin, but shifts the center of political
gravity over to the counties to the east, running almost to
Louisiana and Arkansas.

And so now you've got still a significant number of
minority voters in Dallas County, but not enough to influence
the election. So you dramatically reduce the opportunity for
Black and Hispanic voters in the reconfigured 32nd District.

Q. So the -- in reference to the 30, 32nd, and 33rd, the -- is
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there vote dilution reconfiguration of those two —-- those three
considered together?
A. Absolutely.

MR. BRYANT: Objection, wvague.
A. Absolutely.
Q. (BY MR. BLEDSOE) African American voters in the 30th,
32nd, 33rd, combined, have suffered vote dilution?

MR. BRYANT: Objection, leading.
A. Absolutely. You've gone from a clear Opportunity District
that remains such, the 30th. But in the 30th and
33rd District, 32nd and 33rd districts, the African American
vote impact has been very substantially diluted. So the net
effect is -- is gquite dramatic in rolling back the opportunity
for African American voters in the Dallas-Fort Worth area.
Q. (BY MR. BLEDSOE) The -- so numbers-wise, can you explain a
bit about the impact to Black and Brown voters that the C2333
had on their voting strength in the Dallas-Fort Worth area?

MR. BRYANT: Objection, vague.
A. Well, by population, the Dallas-Fort Worth metro area, the
fastest-growing metro area in the country and the fastest
growing in precinct minority voters, dominates about 11
Congressional Districts.

Three of those existing districts are clearly
districts where minority voters really are in control. And in

a fourth, very influential, that's reduced to, now, just two
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districts. So you've got a metropolitan area that's 55 percent
Black and Hispanic but they have, really, influence in two out
of 11 districts.
Q. (BY MR. BLEDSOE) So do you see examples of -- of packing
in the reconfiguration of 30, 32, and 337
A. There's clear evidence of packing, particularly with
District 30, which, you know, has been a performing Opportunity
District for 30-plus years, to whiten all the districts that
now exist in Tarrant County, none of which present a real
opportunity for African American voters. And in large part,
because of the packing of African American voters over into
Dallas County Districts 30 and 33.
Q. And the -- do you see evidence of cracking?

THE REPORTER: ‘Evidence of what?
Q. (BY MR. BLEDSOE) Cracking. Do you see evidence of
cracking in the configuration -- reconfiguration of 30, 32, and
33 and seat 23337
A. Surely. Particularly, of course in the case of
Districts 32 and 33. 33 was entirely moved out of Tarrant
County, so you have 400,000 people there that have to be
reassigned. They're split up into four different Congressional
Districts that run way out of the Fort Worth area.

And so the minority population that was very
influential, dominant, in District 33, in Tarrant County, lost

a tremendous amount of political opportunity by cracking.
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Same pattern in Dallas County with District 32. You
keep about half of the existing district, which was, you know,
a naturally occurring district where minorities had come to
have significant influence and could potentially elect
candidates of their choice, but, by adding a series of counties
in East Texas, you effectively have cracked their voting
influence.

So 33 and 32 are clearly examples of extreme cracking
to dilute the influence of minority voters in Dallas and
Tarrant Counties.

Q. Was Congresswoman Jasmine Crockett hurt by the
reconfiguration of Congressional District 307

A. Can you repeat that?

Q. Was Congresswoman Jasmine Crockett harmed by the
reconfiguration of Congressional District 307

A. Yes. Her residence was moved out of the district and, you
know, she was given a substantial number of new voters that --
particularly in Tarrant County, that she had never represented.
Downtown Dallas, which, you know, is a major economic engine,
that historically has been in the 30th District, was moved out,
along with her residence.

And so, yes, Congresswoman Crockett was harmed by the
shift.

Q. And Dr. Murray, could you tell us -- tell the Court a bit

about why economic engines could be important to a minority
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district?

A. Could you repeat that, please?

Q. Could you explain to the Court, in your opinion, why
economic engines have value to Congressional Districts?

A. Well, Congress members have to raise campaign funds. And
it's very helpful if, within your district that you represent,
you have significant economic interest that have business in
Washington and that are very interested in who their Congress
member is, and usually strive to have a good working
relationship with the incumbent member.

If you remove those variable economic assets, like
Downtown Dallas, it puts the incumbent Congress member, in
terms of fundraising, at a significant disadvantage from where
they were before. But also, Congressional members are
concerned about jobs and economic opportunity for their
constituents, if they're gonna stay around and office. And if
you remove these home offices and other centers of economic
growth and opportunity, it diminishes the ability of a Congress
member to deliver constituency services.

So it's a double whammy; you lose a potential base of
financial support if you, you know, can work with Downtown
business interests or other centers of economic activity. But
also, you -- you know, you've got major employers in Dallas,
like American Airlines. And if their home office is in your

Congressional District, it gives the Congress member a greater
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opportunity to deliver services to constituents.

Q. And is Congresswoman Crockett harmed by the configuration
of Congressional District 337

A. Yes, in my opinion.

Q. So Dr. Murray, I want to -- now, in your report, you talk
about other areas of the state. And you cover those other
areas to provide support for your conclusions, I presume, in
your report. Is that correct?

MR. BRYANT: Objection, leading:

A. That's correct.

0. (BY MR. BLEDSOE) Okay. So could you -- if you take a look
at page 1 of your report, you talk about Bexar and Travis
County. Can you tell the Court how your analysis of Bexar and
Travis County impacts your conclusion about the -- the Houston
area and the Dallas area, resulting in discrimination?

A. Well, the legislated Enacted Map in 2021 created the
Thunderbolt District, as it was labeled at the time, that ran
from the eastern portion of Travis County and down on a pretty
narrow connecting corridor, to take in a larger area in Bexar
County that, I guess, was District 35.

And, you know, that district was a performing district
for minority voters, Hispanic voters. Combining East Travis
County with Bexar County could elect candidates of their choice
in the 35th Congressional District that the Legislature created

four years ago.
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District 35 was very substantially modified. The
Anglo-dominated district in Travis County, 37, was left largely
intact, but 35 was removed entirely from Travis County. The
connector was severed, and, instead, three new counties to the
east of Bexar were added to the reconfigured 35th District,
which, the net effect is to dramatically reduce the influence
of the Hispanic voters in the existing 35th District.

Because the counties that were added to the east,
Guadalupe and Gonzales -- and I'm not sure what the third is --
have a history of opposing the candidates for -- preferred by
the urban Latinos, particularly in Bexar County.

Q. Now, so the -- is it your opinion, then, that the 35th will
no longer perform for Latino voters?

A. Well, it goes from what I would consider a clear
opportunity-to-elect district to a district where they have
influence, but it's very much diminished, particularly because
you brought in a lot of voters now with a history of being
polarized against a preferred candidate of Hispanic voters.

(Video concluded.)

MR. DUNN: We have stopped at Volume 1 with
five minutes and 24 seconds remaining.

JUDGE GUADERRAMA: All right. We'll recess until
tomorrow, 9:00. Thank you all.

(Evening recess.)
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