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A. Correct. 

Q. And in your view did that happen in any of the regional 

hearings that Chairman Hunter did you a favor in granting? 

A. None whatsoever. 

60 

Q. All right. Eventually there was a point where the 

Redistricting Map was going to come up for a vote in the House 

during the first Special Session, right? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And then there was a quorum break. 

A. There was. 

Q. Did you participate in the quorum break? 

A. I did. 

Q. What, from your perspective, was the intent of the quorum 

break on behalf of the Democratic legislators that chose to do 

that? 

A. Retreat. ''We don't have to do this." The legislature 

didn't have to do this. Governor Abbott didn't have to do 

this. They didn't have to comply. Didn't have to comply with 

the request. This is the beginning of the end of the democracy 

as we know it, in my opinion. That's the way I felt about it. 

I've been involved in redistricting on a City Council 

level, testifying, being a part on -- in my local community, 

and I know what happens when people feel unheard. They stop 

participating. 

And that's the last thing that we want, is folks to 
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not -- to not show up. To not believe that their voice means 

anything. And when they're in an area where they can't elect 

someone of their choice, then they're gonna stop participating. 

And that's not American. 

So I said, "I'm not here for this. This is not what I 

signed up for. I'm not here to take away people's voices. I'm 

not here to silence them." So if it means walking away for an 

undetermined amount of time, I was willing to do it. And I 

did. It's a great sacrifice, whatever -- whatever the you 

know, whatever it takes, that's what we're gonna do. 

And I did what I believed we had to do and lead and 

beg people from around the country to help out, pay attention, 

and, "By golly, you're gonna learn what redistricting means and 

how it affects you." And we did that. 

Q. There was -- I'm not gonna play the clip for you, but we 

saw it in this trial already, where Governor Abbott referred to 

the Texas Democrats that left to break quorum as chickens 

flying away, or running away, and not Texan, because they're 

not fighting. 

What is your response to that kind of comment by the 

Governor? 

A. I can say a lot but, I mean -- he's entitled to say 

anything he wants to say. He's the Governor of the State of 

Texas. He can make those remarks. Other remarks that were 

made were much more dangerous. Some folks know we had bomb 
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threats when -- at the hotel we were at. 

Members of our legislative -- members that left 

were -- pizza deliveries were being made to their homes very 

similar to the types of pizza deliveries that happened where 

the legislators were shot in their homes and killed in their 

homes. 

62 

One legislator said, "This is where they are. This is 

the hotel. Go get 'em." You know, when things like that are 

said, when we have a constitutional right to break quorum 

because somebody with the wisdom understood that a minority 

party has to have some effect, and be valued at all cost, not 

just complete partisanship, then we -- you know, we did what we 

had to do. 

Q. Did you consider reactive quorum breaking an act of 

political speech? 

A. Absolutely. 

Q. Did you consider it a fight? 

A. It's a part of the fight. It's the second time I've done 

it. Honestly, I'd hoped that I'd never have to do it again. 

I'd hoped that the Legislature learned its lesson. This is an 

embarrassment to the State of Texas. The Governor should 

consider this as a reason to get it done in the 140-day 

session, which -- that's what our forefathers always wanted, a 

citizen-led Legislature where people like me can go back home 

and get to work for the rest of the time outside of the 
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140 days. 

Q. How long -- do you have a recollection of how long the 

quorum break lasted? 

A. It was just right at a little over two weeks. 

Q. All right. 

A. 15, 16 days. 

Q. And from your view, did the quorum break cause a delay in 

the ultimate passage of the redistricting bill? 

A. I don't know how long it would have taken. I know Governor 

Abbott would have just called another Special Session similar 

as he has in the past. I mean, we were here in December. We 

were in Austin until December the last session. So I believe 

that they would have just called another after another. 

I don't know how much of an actual delay. There was 

some delay. I don't know how much, how many days we actually 

delayed the final vote and the signage. 

Q. But, as far as you recall, the quorum break itself lasted 

roughly two weeks, right? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And then, when -- the quorum was established almost 

immediately upon your return, correct? 

A. That's right. 

Q. And was the first piece of legislation passed in the second 

Special Session of the redistricting legislation? 

A. It came before the floods. 
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Q. Now, there was a -- there were some questions to Speaker 

Moody yesterday about the political nature of this, and that 

this is -- well, I'm just gonna read you the quote from the 

deposition -- or from his floor speech that they read to Chair 

Moody. 

That Chair Moody said on the floor that, "It's the 

kind of thing we run for office to do, not this." Talking 

about Kerrville. "This is politics over people in the grossest 

way possible. It's a power grab, and I feel sick in my soul 

that we have stooped this low." 

Do you agree with that statement? 

A. I think he started talking about other situations similar 

to where we are now, that we had families that were 

JUDGE SMITH: All he asked you was whether you agree 

with that statement. 

A. I agree. 

MR. McCAFFITY: Sustained. 

Q. (BY MR. McCAFFITY) And do you have a view as to whether or 

not the manner and method with which the Texas Legislature 

engaged in redistricting in the Second Special Session was a 

gross form of politics? 

A. I do. 

Q. And you also said on the House floor -- you used the word 

"gross," correct? 

A. I did. 
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Q. And when you were talking about the grossness of the 

politics, it was in relation to what? 

65 

A. My prior statement that I made now, when you -- when people 

are no longer engaged in our country, when they no longer 

believe that their vote matters, that's not a place that I 

think America should ever been in. 

Q. Okay. 

MR. McCAFFITY: Chad, can you play the second video 

clip from Brooks Exhibit 316? This is pages 309, line 9 to 

310, line 6. 

Got it. If you don't, that's okay. Okay. 

(Video played. ) 

REPRESENTATIVE ROMERO: This bill is a gross attempt 

to make Texans give up, to believe that their vote doesn't 

matter because the outcome is predetermined. That's not 

democracy. That's dangerous. And in fact you, too, you, 

yourself, you're not even free to vote your conscience. You've 

been told exactly how to vote today. You've been harassed, 

threatened with the future loss of your seat, just as you were 

with the voucher scam. 

This is and should be the land of the free, not the 

land of where "you must agree with me." You, too, have an 

oppressor. When Donald Trump asked for five more seats, your 

decision was made, and it was made at the expense of 

communities of color. Their political representation has been 
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a target of this bill, and you're making that decision in your 

mind for political preservation. You made that decision, and 

you're making that decision, out of fear. It's a political 

calculation. 

You are not free to be courageous and vote with your 

heart. One of the first times I ever --

(Video concluded.) 

Q. (BY MR. McCAFFITY) So when you say -- do you still agree 

with your statements? 

A. I do. 

Q. When you say that this is a political calculation, do you 

mean that this is a map driven by partisanship alone, or do you 

mean something else? 

A. I mean that if they don't ride along with this objective of 

passing a racist map, that somebody will come after them. 

Their own party will come after them. And they don't care 

about what they did to Southeast Fort Worth. They don't care 

what they did to take people from Irving all the way out to 

West Texas, practically, or, you know, however far that new 25 

goes. They don't care about what they're doing in 

Congressional District 9 and sending them over and splitting 

communities apart. 

And that's what I mean. It's -- their decision was 

made and everything that we said, our pleas, were not -- the 

decision wasn't made in their conscience, as I said there. So, 
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absolutely, I agree. 

Q. And when they made those decisions, it was a gross 

political decision because they were doing it in an 

unconstitutional manner, right? 

MS. THORBURN: Objection, Your Honor, leading. 

JUDGE GUADERRAMA: Sustained. 
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Q. (BY MR. McCAFFITY) Is part of the basis for why -- what is 

part of the basis for why you believe that the act, political 

act, was gross, as it relates to the Constitution? 

A. I think all of us deserve to be represented well. That's 

why we've had and we've been fighting for the Voting Rights 

Act. That's why we've had protections under the Voting Rights 

Act. That's why districts were created for that 

representation. 

And when people are no longer represented, they lose 

their right, their constitutional right, to be represented in 

the greatest House in the world. 

Q. You were sitting here in the courtroom as the MALC 

Representative when Mr. Kercher played the portion of the 

Chairman Hunter layout of the bill, correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And you heard him talk about the Rucho U.S. Supreme Court 

decision that says you can use partisanship to redraw lines, 

right? 

A. Right. 
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Q. Do you have an understanding as to whether or not you can 

use race as a means to create a partisan gerrymander? 

A. I would say no, you should not. 

68 

Q. Do you think that the way this map was drawn and the result 

of the map, now that we see what it looks like, is merely 

partisanship, or do you think it's something more invidious? 

A. I think it's it's invidious. It's I mean, I think 

first, as much as I struggle as a Latino, I think about the 

Black community that -- right there in the video, 

Representative Collier, who was standing right behind me, very 

courageous Black member that represents some of the oldest and 

historic Black neighborhoods in Tarrant County. 

And I think, because they have voted Democrat, as 

Senfronia Thompson said earlier, they -- for so long, they can 

claim that it's partisan. But they're taking Black folks and 

sending them out where they'll never be represented properly. 

And I think that's -- that's a scary, in my opinion, racist, 

way of hiding behind partisanship. 

Q. All right. Thank you for your time, Chairman Romero. 

MR. McCAFFITY: I pass the witness. 

JUDGE GUADERRAMA: Thank you, Mr. Mccaffity. 

Ms. Thorburn? 

MS. THORBURN: Ali Thorburn for the State Defendants. 
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CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MS. THORBURN: 

Q. Can you hear me all right? 

A. I can hear you fine. 

Q. Great. Well, good afternoon, Chair Romero. 

A. Good afternoon. 
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Q. We spoke a few months ago when we were here about the 2021 

maps. Isn't that right? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Well, it's good to see you again, and I hope you've been 

well, since then. 

A. Thank you, Ali. 

Q. Just a few months ago we spoke about your involvement in 

the 2021 redistricting process. 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you were not a member of the Redistricting Committee 

then? 

A. No. 

Q. And you weren't a member of the Redistricting Committee 

now? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And you mentioned in your testimony just a few minutes ago 

that you broke quorum twice? 

A. In '21, and this time as well. 

Q. And you broke quorum because you believe that the new 
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Congressional Map is intentionally discriminatory against 

Latinos? 

A. Against Black and Brown. 
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Q. And you believe that, by voting yes for HB4, those people 

were trying to take away the American belief in the Democratic 

process and put us on a path to dictatorship? 

A. I didn't say that. 

MS. THORBURN: Richard, could you please bring up 

State Exhibit 1319, page 310? 

Q. (BY MS. THORBURN) Do you see that on your screen? 

A. Was this in my -- was this under the deposition? 

Q. This is from the speech that you gave on August 20th. 

A. Okay. 

Q. The August 20th hearing. Do you see where it says, "And by 

voting 'yes' today, you're trying to take away that American 

belief in the Democratic process, and you put us on a path to 

dictatorship"? 

A. What I was explaining is the same thing I just said a 

moment ago. 

Q. That wasn't my question. My question was, did I read that 

correctly? 

A. You read that correctly. 

Q. Thank you. And so you did not vote for C2333. 

A. Correct. 

Q. But you are the chair of the Mexican American Legislative 
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