
 
 

In The  

Ohio Supreme Court 
 

BRIA BENNETT, et al., :  
 :  

Relators, : Case No. 2021-1198 
 :  

v. : Original Action Pursuant to  
 : Ohio Const., Art. XI 
OHIO REDISTRICTING COMMISSION, et al.,  :  
 : Apportionment Case 

Respondents. :  
 

 

RESPONDENTS THE OHIO REDISTRICTING COMMISSION, GOVERNOR MIKE 
DEWINE, AUDITOR OF STATE KEITH FABER, OHIO SECRETARY OF STATE 

FRANK LAROSE, OHIO SENATE PRESIDENT MATT HUFFMAN AND OHIO 
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE ROBERT CUPP’S JOINT RESPONSE TO RELATORS’ 

REQUEST FOR ORAL ARGUMENT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
ERIK J. CLARK (0078732) 
ASHLEY MERINO (0096853) 
Organ Law LLP 
1330 Dublin Road 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Tel: 614-481-0900  
Fax: 614-4810904 
ejclark@organlegal.com 
amerino@organlegal.com 
 
Counsel for Respondent 
Ohio Redistricting Commission 
Special Counsel to Attorney  
General Dave Yost 
 

 
 
DAVE YOST 
OHIO ATTORNEY GENERAL 
 
BRIDGET C. COONTZ (0072919)* 
*Counsel of Record 
JULIE M. PFEIFFER (0069762) 
MICHAEL J. HENDERSHOT (0081842) 
MICHAEL A. WALTON (0092201) 
Assistant Attorneys General 
Constitutional Offices Section 
30 E. Broad Street, 16th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Tel: 614-466-2872 | Fax: 614-728-7592 
Bridget.Coontz@OhioAGO.gov 
Julie.Pfeiffer@OhioAGO.gov 
Michael. Hendershot@OhioAGO.gov 
Michael.Walton@OhioAGO.gov 
 

Counsel for Respondents Ohio Governor 
DeWine, Ohio Secretary of State LaRose, and 
Ohio Auditor Faber 
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PHILLIP J. STRACH  
THOMAS A. FARR 
JOHN E. BRANCH, III 
ALYSSA M. RIGGINS 
Nelson Mullins Riley &  
Scarborough LLP 
4140 Parklake Ave., Suite 200 
Raleigh, NC 27612 
Tel: 919-329-3812 
phil.strach@nelsonmullins.com 
tom.farr@nelsonmullins.com 
john.branch@nelsonmullins.com 
alyssa.riggins@nelsonmullins.com 
 
W. STUART DORNETTE (0002955)  
BETH A. BRYAN (0082076)  
PHILIP D. WILLIAMSON (0097174)  
Taft Stettinus & Hollister LLP  
425 Walnut St., Suite 1800  
Cincinnati, OH 45202-3957  
Tel: 513-381-2838 
dornette@taftlaw.com 
bryan@taftlaw.com 
pwilliamson@taftlaw.com 
 
Counsel for Respondents Senate President 
Matt Huffman and House Speaker 
Robert Cupp 
 
 
FREDA J. LEVENSON (0045916) 
ACLU of Ohio Foundation, Inc. 
4506 Chester Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44103 
(614) 586-1972 x125 
flevenson@acluohio.org 
 
DAVID J. CAREY (0088787) 
ACLU of Ohio Foundation, Inc. 
1108 City Park Avenue, Suite 203 
Columbus, OH 43206 
(614) 586-1972 x2004 
dcarey@acluohio.org 
 
Counsel for Non-Party 
 

DONALD J. MCTIGUE (0022849) 
Counsel of Record 
DEREK S. CLINGER (0092075) 
McTigue & Colombo LLC 
dmctigue@electionlawgroup.com 
dclinger@electionlawgroup.com 
 
ABHA KHANNA (PHV-2189) 
WILLIAM B. STAFFORD (PHV-25433) 
Elias Law Group  
1700 Seventh Ave., Suite 2100  
Seattle, WA 98101  
Tel: (206) 656-0716 
akhanna@elias.law  
bstafford@elias.law  
 
ARIA C. BRANCH (PHV-25435) 
JYOTI JASRASARIA (PHV-25401) 
SPENCER W. KLEIN (PHV-25432) 
Elias Law Group  
10 G Street NC, Suite 600  
Washington, DC 20002  
Telephone: 202-968-449 
abranch@elias.law  
jjasrasaria@elias.law 
 
Counsel for Relators 
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JOHN GILLIGAN (0024542) 
DIANE MENASHE (0070305) 
Ice Miller LLP 
250 West Street, Suite 700 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
John.Gilligan@icemiller.com 
Diane.Menashe@icemiller.com 
 
Counsel for Respondents Senator Vernon 
Sykes And House Minority Leader  
Emilia Sykes 
 

PHILLIP J. STRACH (PHV-25444) 
THOMAS A. FARR (PHV-25461) 
JOHN E. BRANCH, III (PHV-25460)  
ALYSSA M. RIGGINS (PHV-25441) 
GREG MCGUIRE (PHV-25483) 
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP  
4140 Parklake Ave., Suite 200 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27612 
Tel: (919) 329-3812 
phil.strach@nelsonmullins.com 
tom.farr@nelsonmullins.com 
john.branch@nelsonmullins.com 
alyssa.riggins@nelsonmullins.com 
greg.mcguire@nelsonmullins.com 
 
W. STUART DORNETTE (0002955)  
BETH A. BRYAN (0082076)  
PHILIP D. WILLIAMSON (0097174)  
Taft Stettinus & Hollister LLP  
425 Walnut St., Suite 1800  
Cincinnati, OH 45202-3957  
Tel: 513-381-2838 
dornette@taftlaw.com 
bryan@taftlaw.com 
pwilliamson@taftlaw.com  
 
Counsel for Respondents Senate President 
Matt Huffman and House Speaker  
Robert Cupp 
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In The  

Ohio Supreme Court 

 
BRIA BENNETT, et al., :  
 :  

Relators, : Case No. 2021-1198 
 :  

v. : Original Action Pursuant to  
 : Ohio Const., Art. XI 
OHIO REDISTRICTING COMMISSION, et al.,  :  
 : Apportionment Case 

Respondents. :  
 

 

RESPONDENTS THE OHIO REDISTRICTING COMMISSION, GOVERNOR MIKE 
DEWINE, AUDITOR OF STATE KEITH FABER, OHIO SECRETARY OF STATE 

FRANK LAROSE, OHIO SENATE PRESIDENT MATT HUFFMAN AND OHIO 
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE ROBERT CUPP’S JOINT RESPONSE TO RELATORS’ 

REQUEST FOR ORAL ARGUMENT 

 

 

Respondents the Ohio Redistricting Commission, Governor Mike DeWine, Secretary of 

State Frank LaRose, Auditor of State Keith Faber, Senate President Matt Huffman, and Speaker 

of the House Robert Cupp (“Respondents”) offer the following response to Relators’ Motion for 

Oral Argument.  Respondents propose that oral argument in this case be consolidated with the oral 

argument in Ohio Organizing Collaborative, et al. v. Ohio Redistricting Commission, et al., Case 

No. 2021-1210 and with the oral argument currently scheduled for December 8, 2021, in League 

of Women Voters of Ohio, et al. v. Ohio Redistricting Commission, et al. Case No. 2021-1193.   

Respondents further propose that all parties in these cases whose interests are aligned be 

granted thirty (30) minutes for oral argument, with the time to be divided between them.  That is, 
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all Relators and the Respondents who filed Answers in support of the Relators or whose interests 

are aligned with Relators will be given a total of thirty (30) minutes for oral argument.  The 

remaining Respondents will also be given a total of thirty (30) minutes for oral argument.  Counsel 

will decide amongst themselves how to divide their respective thirty minutes.     

Finally, the deadline for candidates to file declarations of candidacy for the 2022 Primary 

Election is February 3, 2022.    In light of this time constraint, Respondents respectfully request 

that the consolidated oral argument be held no later than December 8, 2021. 

Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
 
 
 
/s/ Erik J. Clark 
ERIK J. CLARK (0078732) 
ASHLEY MERINO (0096853) 
Organ Law LLP 
1330 Dublin Road 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Tel: 614-481-0900  
Fax: 614-4810904 
ejclark@organlegal.com 
amerino@organlegal.com 
 
Counsel for Respondent  
Ohio Redistricting Commission 
 
/s/ Phillip J. Strach 
PHILLIP J. STRACH 
THOMAS A. FARR 
JOHN E. BRANCH, III 
ALYSSA M. RIGGINS 
Nelson Mullins Riley &  
Scarborough LLP 
4140 Parklake Ave., Suite 200 
Raleigh, NC 27612 
Tel: 919-329-3812 
phil.strach@nelsonmullins.com 

 
DAVE YOST 
OHIO ATTORNEY GENERAL 
 
 
/s/ Bridget C. Coontz 
BRIDGET C. COONTZ (0072919)* 
*Counsel of Record 
JULIE M. PFEIFFER (0069762) 
MICHAEL J. HENDERSHOT (0081842) 
MICHAEL A. WALTON (0092201) 
Assistant Attorneys General 
Constitutional Offices Section 
30 E. Broad Street, 16th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Tel: 614-466-2872 | Fax: 614-728-7592 
Bridget.Coontz@OhioAGO.gov 
Julie.Pfeiffer@OhioAGO.gov 
Michael. Hendershot@OhioAGO.gov 
Michael.Walton@OhioAGO.gov 
 

Counsel for Respondents Ohio Governor 
DeWine, Ohio Secretary of State LaRose, and 
Ohio Auditor Faber 
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tom.farr@nelsonmullins.com 
john.branch@nelsonmullins.com 
alyssa.riggins@nelsonmullins.com 
 
 
/s/ W. Stuart Dornette 
W. STUART DORNETTE (0002955)  
BETH A. BRYAN (0082076)  
PHILIP D. WILLIAMSON (0097174)  
Taft Stettinus & Hollister LLP  
425 Walnut St., Suite 1800  
Cincinnati, OH 45202-3957  
Tel: 513-381-2838 
dornette@taftlaw.com 
bryan@taftlaw.com 
pwilliamson@taftlaw.com 
 
Counsel for Respondents Senate President  
Matt Huffman and House Speaker 
Robert Cupp 

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



7 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on November 3, 2021, the foregoing Request for Oral Argument was 

filed electronically.  I further certify that a copy of the foregoing has been served via the 

electronic mail upon the following counsel for Relators. 

DONALD J. McTIGUE (0022849) 
Counsel of Record 
DEREK S. CLINGER (0092075) 
McTigue & Colombo LLC 
dmctigue@electionlawgroup.com 
dclinger@electionlawgroup.com 
 
ABHA KHANNA (PHV-2189) 
WILLIAM B. STAFFORD (PHV-25433) 
Elias Law Group  
akhanna@elias.law  
bstafford@elias.law  
 
ARIA C. BRANCH (PHV-25435) 
JYOTI JASRASARIA (PHV-25401) 
SPENCER W. KLEIN (PHV-25432) 
abranch@elias.law  
jjasrasaria@elias.law 
sklein@elias.law 
 
Counsel for Relators 
 
 
FREDA J. LEVENSON (0045916) 
ACLU of Ohio Foundation, Inc. 
flevenson@acluohio.org 
 
DAVID J. CAREY (0088787) 
ACLU of Ohio Foundation, Inc. 
dcarey@acluohio.org 

Counsel for Non-Party 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EMILY SMART WOERNER, (0089349) 
Deputy City Solicitor 
Counsel of Record 
SHANNON PRICE (100744) 
emily.woerner@cincinnati-oh.gov  
shannon.price@cincinnati-oh.gov 
 
Counsel for Amicus Curiae  
City of Cincinnati 
 
 
 
 
STEPHANIE M. CHMIEL (0087555) 
Counsel of Record 
MARY E. CSARNY (0097682) 
Stephanie.Chmiel@ThompsonHine.com 
Mary.Csarny@ThompsonHine.com 
 
Counsel for Amicus Curiae  
David Niven, Ph.D. 
 
 
PHILLIP J. STRACH (PHV-25444) 
THOMAS A. FARR (PHV-25461) 
JOHN E. BRANCH, III (PHV-25460)  
ALYSSA M. RIGGINS (PHV-25441) 
GREG MCGUIRE (PHV-25483) 
phil.strach@nelsonmullins.com 
tom.farr@nelsonmullins.com 
john.branch@nelsonmullins.com 
alyssa.riggins@nelsonmullins.com 
greg.mcguire@nelsonmullins.com 
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JOHN GILLIGAN (0024542) 
DIANE MENASHE (0070305) 
Ice Miller LLP 
John.Gilligan@icemiller.com 
Diane.Menashe@icemiller.com  
 
Counsel for Respondents Senator Vernon 
Sykes and House Minority Leader Emilia 
Sykes 
 
 
ERIK J. CLARK (0078732) 
ASHLEY MERINO (0096853) 
Organ Law LLP 
ejclark@organlegal.com 
amerino@organlegal.com 
 
Counsel for Respondent 
Ohio Redistricting Commission 
Special Counsel to Attorney General  
Dave Yost 
 
 

W. STUART DORNETTE (0002955)  
BETH A. BRYAN (0082076)  
PHILIP D. WILLIAMSON (0097174)  
dornette@taftlaw.com 
bryan@taftlaw.com 
pwilliamson@taftlaw.com 
 
Counsel for Respondents Senate 
President Matt Huffman and 
House Speaker Robert Cupp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
/s/ Bridget C. Coontz 
BRIDGET C. COONTZ (0072919) 
Section Chief 
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