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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS
SAN ANTONIO DIVISION

LA UNION DEL PUEBLO ENTERO, et al.,
Plaintiffs,
V. Civil Action No. 5:21-cv-844 (XR)
(Consolidated Cases)
GREGORY W. ABBOTT, et al.,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF VOLUNTARY DISMISSAL

Pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 41{x), Plaintiff Harris County Elections
Administrator Isabel Longoria (“EA Longoria”) hereby notifies the Court and all parties that she
is dismissing without prejudice all of her claims in Case No. 5:21-cv-844 (the “LUPE Action”),
consolidated in the above captioned cascs. EA Longoria will shortly re-file these claims in a
separate, related action in this district, and for the reasons detailed below, respectfully requests
that this new action not be cotisolidated with the above-captioned cases.

Rule 41(a) “allows a plaintiff to voluntarily dismiss an action without a court order by
filing ‘a notice of dismissal before the opposing party serves either an answer or a motion for
summary judgment.’” In re Amerijet Int’l, Inc., 785 F.3d 967, 973 (5th Cir. 2015) (quoting Fed.
R. Civ. P. 41(a)(1)(A)(i)).)). None of the defendants in the LUPE Action has answered or moved
for summary judgment. Accordingly, this notice effectuates EA Longoria’s dismissal of her
claims.

To facilitate the administration of the above-captioned consolidated cases, EA Longoria

will oppose the consolidation of the new action in which she will bring her claims challenging SB1
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into Civil Action No. 5:21-cv-844. As the Court noted at the November 16, 2021 status
conference, there are numerous organizational and individual plaintiffs spread across five
complaints in the instant consolidated cases. The Court asked that the plaintiffs’ lawyers
coordinate among themselves to make the case “more manageable” and “treat this almost as an
MDL.” Ex. 1, Status Conf. Tr. Excerpt at 51:15-20. However, one of the principal impediments
to plaintiffs’ coordination has been EA Longoria’s status as a plaintiff in one of the consolidated
cases and a defendant in three of the others. Specifically, counsel for plaintiffs representing parties
who sued EA Longoria in her official capacity have been reluctant to engage in meaningful
coordination because the State Defendants and Defendant Torres have suggested that they will
press for discovery into communications between the plaintiffs and their counsel on the grounds
that EA Longoria’s status as a defendant forecloses the ‘existence of a common interest between
the parties. EA Longoria and the other LUPE Plamtiffs disagree, and contend that they share a
common interest with other plaintiffs concerriing EA Longoria’s claims against SB1. But, in order
to avoid unnecessary discovery disputes and accommodate coordination among the plaintiffs, EA
Longoria will file a separate actioti:

Counsel for the other plaintiffs have all agreed that removing EA Longoria and her defense
counsel from the consolidated cases would enable them to coordinate with counsel in the LUPE
Action, as long as EA Longoria’s new action is not consolidated in these cases.! While the
remaining plaintiffs may not file an omnibus complaint, they will be in a position to streamline
discovery requests, coordinate on depositions, and hopefully reduce duplicative work and

inefficiencies. In addition, EA Longoria believes that her claims may be resolved on a much

EA Longoria’s counsel at the Harris County Attorney’s Office, the Brennan Center, and Weil, Gotshal &
Manges LLP will represent her in this new lawsuit. The Brennan Center and Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP
will continue to represent certain of the remaining plaintiffs in the LUPE Action. There is no overlap between
EA Longoria’s claims and the claims of the remaining plaintiffs in the LUPE Action.
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shorter timeframe than the claims in the consolidated cases, creating additional efficiencies for the
State Defendants.

Although this notice does not require any action by this Court, EA Longoria takes this
opportunity to preemptively request that her new lawsuit remain outside of these consolidated

cases. EA Longoria will oppose any motion to consolidate the cases on the grounds contained in

this notice.

Dated: December 1, 2021

/s/ Jonathan G.C. Fombonne
Christian D. Menefee

Harris County Attorney

Texas Bar No. 24088049
Christian.Menefee(@cao.hctx.net
Jonathan Fombonne

First Assistant Harris County Attorney
Texas Bar No. 24102702
Jonathan.Fombonne@cao.hctx.net
Tiffany Bingham”

Managing Counsel

Texas Bar No. 24012287
Tiffany.Bingham@cao.hctx net
Sameer S. Birring

Assistant County Attorney

Texas Bar No. 24087169
Sameer.Birring@cao.hctx.net
Christina Beeler”

Assistant County Attorney

Texas Bar No. 24096124
Christina.Beeler@cao.hctx.net
Susannah Mitcham

Assistant County Attorney

Texas Bar No. 24107219
Susannah.Mitcham(@cao.hctx.net

OFFICE OF THE HARRIS COUNTY ATTORNEY

1019 Congress Plaza, 15th Floor

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Sean Moiales-Doyle

Sean Moraies-Doyle
N.Y.Bar No. 5646641;
I11.'Bar No. 6293421 (inactive)
izliza Sweren-Becker

N.Y. Bar No. 5424403
Patrick A. Berry

N.Y. Bar No. 5723135
Andrew B. Garber

N.Y. Bar No. 5684147
Jasleen K. Singh

C.A. Bar No. 316596
BRENNAN CENTER FOR JUSTICE AT
NYU ScHOOL OF LAW

120 Broadway, Suite 1750
New York, NY 10271
Telephone: (646) 292-8310
Facsimile: (212) 463-7308
sean.morales-doyle@nyu.edu
eliza.sweren-becker@nyu.edu
patrick.berry@nyu.edu
andrew.garber@nyu.edu
jasleen.singh@nyu.edu

/s/ Elizabeth Y. Ryan

Paul R. Genender
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Houston, Texas 77002
Telephone: (713) 274-5101
Facsimile: (713) 755-8924

Attorneys for Plaintiff Isabel Longoria

Texas State Bar No. 00790758
Elizabeth Y. Ryan

Texas State Bar No. 24067758
Matthew Berde

Texas State Bar No. 24094379
Megan Cloud”

Texas State Bar No. 24116207
WEIL, GOTSHAL & MANGES LLP
200 Crescent Court, Suite 300
Dallas, Texas 75201
Telephone: (214) 746-8158
Facsimile: (214)746-7777
Liz.Ryan@weil.com
Paul.Genender@weil.com
Matt.Berde@weil.com
Megan.Cloud@weil.com

-and-

\lexander P. Cohen
Texas State Bar No. 24109739
WEIL, GOTSHAL & MANGES LLP
767 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York 10153
Telephone: (212) 310-8020
Facsimile: (212) 310-8007
Alexander.Cohen@weil.com

~ Application for admission pending

Attorneys for Plaintiff Isabel Longoria
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that a true and accurate copy of the foregoing document was filed electronically
on all counsel of record via CM/ECF on December 1, 2021.

/s/ Jonathan G.C. Fombonne
JONATHAN G.C. FOMBONNE






